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BOOK VI. 


vs | ; 0 CHAP. I. 
The ae of Gil Blas and duns Lemgo Sephora, 


Went accordingly to Xelva, to reſtore the TE 
thouſand ducats, which we had ſtolen from 
Bail Simon; and I will frankly acknowledge 


Hat, I was teinpted on the road to convert the mo- 
15 to my own, uſe, in order to begin my ſteward- 
ip 


under happy auſpices, This I might have 
done with impunity ; for, if I had travelled five or 
fix da as, and then returned, as if I had acquitted 


myſelt of my commiffion, Don Alphonſo 2 his 
father would neyer have ſuſpected my fidelity. 

did not, however, eld to the temptation, but ſur- 

ounted it like a lad of honour : a victory not a 

* commendable in 72 fellow, who had ore 
0 


4 The ADVENTURES of 
ciated with arrant cheats. There are a great marry, 
who, though acquainted only with honeſt people, 
are not ſo ſcrupulous ; thoſe xe + who are 
_ entruſted with ſums which they may Keep, with- 
out injuring their reputation. : 
Having made reſtitution to the merchant, which 
he never in the leaſt expected, I returned to the 
caſtle of Leyva, which the count de Polan eee. 
left, had ſet out again for Toledo with Julia an 
Don Ferdinand. I found my new maſter more cap- 
tivated than ever with Seraphina, his Scraphina en- 
chanted with him, and Don Cæſar charmed with 
the poſſeſſion of them both: I endeaveured to 
obtain the friendſhip of that affectionate father, and 
ſucceeded : I became ſteward of the family, regu- 
lated every thing in it, received money from the 
farmers, diſburſed, for the expence of houſe- 
keeping, and had a deſpotic power over all the 
ſervants. But, contrary to the uſual practice of 
ſtewards, T did not abuke my power, Idid not turn 
away thoſe domeſtics who diſpleaſed me, nor did I 
expect the reſt ſhould be entirely devoted to my 
will: if they addreſſed themſelves directly to Don 
Czſar, or his fon, when they wanted any favour, fo 
far. from thwarting their intereſt, I always ſpoke i 
their behalf; beſides, the marks of affection which 
1 continually received from my maſters, inſpired 
me with zeal for theit ſervice; and 1 had nothing 


Eur their intereſt in view. There was no legerde- 


main in my adminiſtration : and I was ſuch à ſtew- 


ard as is not every day to be ſeen. 


While 1 enjoyed the happineſs of my condition, 


love, as if he had been jealous of what fortune ha 

done for me, was willing that I ſhould owe ſome 
favours to him alſo; and produced in the heart of 
dame L orenga Sephora, firſt waiting-woman to Se- 
Taphina, a. violent inclination. for maſter ſteward, 
My conqueſt (to relate things like a faithful hiſto- 
00 N. > | rian) 

/ 


* 
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rian) glanced upon her fiftieth year; but a lively 
look, an agreeable countenance, and two fine eyes, 
which ſhe knew how to employ to the beſt ad- 
vantage, might be ſaid to make her ſtill paſs for 
the object of an intrigue : I could have wiſhed 
only for a few roſes in her complexion, for ſhe 
was extremely pale; a circumſtance which 1 did 
4 not fail to attribute to the auſterity of celibacy. 
þ The lady practiſed upon me a conſiderable time 
by looks, in which her paſſion was ſtrongly painted: 
but inſtead of anſwering her glances, I at firſt 
ſeemed not to perceive her intention; by which 
behaviour 1 appeared to her as a perfect novice 
in gallantry; a diſcovery that was not diſpleaſing 
to her. Imagining, therefore, that ſhe ought no 
longer to conſine herſolf to the language of the eyes, 
with a youth whom the believed lets knowing than 
he was; during the very firſt converſation we had 
together, ſhe declared her ſentiments in expreſs | 
terms, that I might not be ignorant of them tor 
the future. This ſhe performed like one who had 
been at ſchool. She feigned to be difconcerted 
while ſhe ſpoke to me, and atter having freely 
expreſſed what ſhe had to lay, hid her face, to 
make me believe ſhe was aſhamed of letting me 
ſee her weakneſs. There was no reſiſting; and 
4 though I was determined more by vanity than in- 
b clination, I ſhewed myſelf very jenſible of her af- 
fection: I even affected to be urgent, and acted the 
paſſionate lover ſo completely, that I attracted her 
reproaches. Lorenca reproved me, but with fo 
F much gentleneſs, that while ſhe recommended ma- 
4 deration to me, ſhe did not appear to be ſorry at 
1 my want of it. | ſhould have puſhed matters ſtill 
farther, if the beloved object had not been afraid 
of giving. me an ill opinion of her virtue, by 
granting me a victory too cheap. We therefore 
; parted till another occaſion; Sephora, perſuaded 
Vor. IL * that 


* 
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that her pretended reſiſtance made me look upon 
her as a veſtal, and l, elevated with the ſwee- 
hope of bringing the adventure ſoon to a cont 
cluſion. | | 

My affairs were in this ſituation, when one of 
Don Cæſar's lacquies, communicated to me a piece 
of news which moderated my joy. This young 
fellow was one of thole curious domeſtics, wha 
make it their buſineſs to diſcover what paſſes 
in the family. As he was very aſſiduous in paying 
his court to me, and regaled me daily with ſome- 
thing new; he told me one morning, that he had 
made a pleaſant diſcovery, which he would com- 
municate to me, on condition that I ſhould keep 
it a profound ſecret; becauſe it was ſomething 
concerning dame Lorenga Sephora, whoſe reſent» 
ment, he ſaid, he was afraid of incurring. I was 
too eager to hear what he had to ſay, not to == 
miſe ſecrecy ; but, without ſeeming to be the leaſt 
concerned, I aſked him, with all the indifference I _ 


could affect, what the diſcovery was with which 


he intended to entertain me. ** Lorenca, ſaid he, 
« every evening, privately admits into her apart- 
„ ment the ſurg:on of the village, a very ſtout 
young fellow, and the rogue always remains 
* with her a conſiderable time. I am willing to 
& believe, continued he, with a ſatirical ſmile, that 
all this may be very innocent; but you muſt 
& acknowledge, that a young fellow, who lips fo 
* myſteriouſly into a maid's bed-chamber, atfords 
© an opportunity for ſcandal to be very free with 
« her character.” | 
Notwithſtanding this report. gave me as much 


uncaſineſs, as if -1 had been actually in love, I 
took care to conceal my vexation; I even con- 


ſtrained myſelf ſo much as to laugh at the news 
that pierced me to the very foul. But I indem- 


nified myſelf for that conſtraint, as ſoon as I faw 


I myſelf 
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myſelf alone. I curſed, and ſwore, and meditated 
upon the reſolution I ſhould take. Sometimes, 
deſpiſing Lorenca, I propoſed to abandon her, with- 
out even deigning to come to an explanation with 
her;; and ſometimes, imagining that I was bound 
in honour to baniſh the ſurgeon from the houſe, L 
formed the deſign of challenging him to ſingle 
combat: this laſt reſolution prevailed : I lay in 
ambuſh towards the evening, and ſure enough per- 
ceived my man enter with a myſterious air into the 
apartment of my duenna. 1 his was neceſſary to 
upport my fury : I went out of the caſtle, and 
5 ed myſelf where the gallant muſt return : here 
waited for him without flinching, and the deſire of 
fighting with him, encreaſed every moment. At 
length my enemy appeared, and I advanced ſome 
yards like a drawcanſir, but I know not how the 
devil it happened, I was ſuddenly ſeized, like one 
of Homer's heroes, with an emotion of fear that 
arreſted my ſteps; and I ſtood as much confounded 
as Paris, when he preſented himſelf to fight Me- 
nelaus. I began to conſider my man, who ſeemed 
ſtrong and vigorous ; and his ſword appeared to be 
of an exceſſive length. All this had a conſidera- 
ble effect upon me; nevertheleſs, out of a point of 
honour, or otherwiſe, though I ſaw the danger with 
magnifying eyes, and, in ſpite of nature, which 
made obſtinate efforts to make me deſiſt, l had the 
courage to advance towards the ſurgeon, and un- 
ſheath my rapier. : 

Surprized at my behaviour he cried, © What 
© 15 the matter, Mt. Gil Blas? what is the mean- 
« ing of theſe demonſtrations ? You are pleaſed to 
ebe merry, I ſuppoſe.” No, Mr. Barber, re- 
« plied I, you are miſtaken ; am in a very ſeri- 
* Ous humour, and want to know whether or not 
& you are as brave as you are amorous. You mult 
«*« not imagine, that I will let you poſſeſs, in tran- 

7 | C2 | L quility, 
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& quility, the favours of the lady whom you viſit at 
by x by caſtle.” * By St. Come * ! ſaid the ſurgeon, 
6 (Oe into a loud laugh) this is really a plea- 
e ſant adventure. Upon honour, appearances are 
« very deceitful.” Imagining from theſe words, 
that he was as little inclined to fight as I was, I 
became more infolent and ſaid, “Friend, that 
« will not paſs; think not that I will be ſatisfied 
« with a ſimple denial.” © I perceive then, anſwered 
&« he, that I ſhall be obliged to ſpeak, in order tO 
« prevent the miſchief which might arrive to you 
«or me; and 1 am compelled to reveal a ſecret, 
* though people of our protciſion cannot be tod 
& diſcreet. If Dame Lorenca admits me by ſtealth 
* into her apartment, it is with a view of conceal- 
e ing her diftemper from the ſervants ; ſhe has an 
ce inveterate cancer in her back, which. I dreſs every 
* DOS T1 his occaſions the viſits which alarm 
you; fo that you may henceforth be perfectly 
* eaſy on that ſcore. Though, added he, it you are 
* not ſatisfied with this declaration, but abſolutely 
bent upon coming to extremities, tipcak the 
word; | am your man.” He then drew his lon 
rapier which made me ſhiver; and put himſelf up- 
on his guard. Enough, ſaid I to him, theathin 
* my tword, I am not a ſavage, who refuſes to 
* hearken to reaſon : from what you have told me 
$ you ceaſe to be my enemy; let us embrace.” 

At this converſation, which ſhewed him that I 
was not ſo violent as I at firſt appeared to be, he 
burſt into laughter, put up his rapier, gave me hjs 
hand; and in ſhort, we parted upon the moſt 
triendly terms, e RT IOe Et | 
From that moment, Sephora preſented nothing 
but diſagreeable ideas to my imagination: I avoid- 
ed every opportunity ſhe gave me of converſing 

St. Come was a phyſician and martyr; therefore very 
properly invoked by the ſurgeon, + | 
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with her in private; and that with ſuch care and at- 
tention, that ſhe perceived my diſguſt. Aſtoniſhed 
at ſuch a change, ſhe reſolved to know the cauſe; 
and at length, finding an opportunity to ſpeak with 
me apart, Mr. Steward, laid the, pray inform 
eme, why you ſo carefully avoid rhe ſight of me? 
It is true indeed I made ſome advances, but you 
made ſuitable returns. Recollect, if you pleaſe, 
te the- private converſation we had together: at that 
time you was all fire, but now-you are all ice. 
c What can be the meaning of all this?“ This 
was a very delicate queſtion tor a man ot moderate 
abilities, and, conſequently, it embarraſſed me not a 
little. I do not remember the anſwer which I 
made; but I remember that it diſpleaſed very much. 
Sephora, though by her gentle modeſt air, one 
would have taken her for a lamb, was a very ty- 
greſs when her anger prevailed, * I thought, ſaid 
« ſhe, darting at me a look, full of rage and ma- 
« lice, that I did a great honour to a petty fellow 
„like you, in diſcovering thoſe ſentiments which 
© noble'cavaliers would have gloried in exciting: 
but I am juſtly puniſhed for having unworthi] 
e abaſed them to a wretched adventurer.” ' 

Had ſhe topped here, I ſhould have thought my- 
ſelf eaſily acquitted. Her tongue, obedient to her 
fury, honoured me with an hundred epithets, every 
one more bitter than the preceding. l ought to 
have heard them in cold blood, and to have conſi- 
dered, that in diſdaining the triumph of her virtue, 
which I had attempted, I committed a crime not 
to be forgiven by any woman. But I was too paſ- 
ſionate to bear reproaches, at which a ſenſible man, 
in my ſituation would have laughed : and my pa- 
tience forſaking me, Madam, ſaid I, we ought 
6 not to deſpiſe any body: if thoſe noble cavaliers, 
* you have juſt now mentioned, could but have 
5 ſeen your back, I am convinced their curiaſity 

FT * would 
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« would have proceeded no farther.” I had no 
ſooner uttered this repartee, than the furious duenna 
gave me the rudeſt box on the ear, that ever an af. 

tronted woman beſtowed. I did not wait for a 

fecond ; but by a ſpeedy flight, avoided a ſhower 

of blows, that would certainly have fallen upon my 

carcaſe. _ 

I thanked heaven, when I found myſelf extricated 

from this diſagrecable affair; and imagined I had 

nothing more to fear, ſince the lady had already 

revenged herſelf. I concluded, that, for her own 

honour, ſhe would never mention the adventure ; 

and-indeed fifteen days elapſed before I heard a 

ſyllable of the matter. I myſelf began to forget it, 

when I underſtood that Sephora was ill: | was hu- 

mane enough to be afflicted at the news: I pitted the 

lady ; and luppoſed that, not being able to over- 
come, a paſſion ſo ill requited, ſhe had fallen a 
victim to her unhappy love; 4 therefore reflected 
with ſorrow that I was the cauſe of her indiſpoſi- 
tion, and at leaſt lamented the duenna, if I could 
not love her. How. much was I miſtaken in my 
opinion! her tenderneſs changed into averſion z and 
at that time my deſtruction was her whole ſtudy. - 
- Being alone one morning with Don Alphonſo, 
and obierving that young gentleman penſive and 
melancholy, 1 begged, in a reſpectful manner te 
know the cauſe. * I am chagrined, ſaid he, to find 
* Seraphina weak, ungrateful and unjuſt. You are 
4 aftonithed at this information, added he, (per- 
* ceiving that I hitened with ſurprize) and yet no- 
thing is more certain, I know not. what cauſe 
« you may have given dame Lorenca to hate you; 
but you. are really become ſo odious to her, that 
if you do not quit the caſtle with the utmoſt diſ- 
patch, her death, ſhe ſays, will be inevitable. 
« You ought not to doubt that Seraphina, who has 
* a regard for you, at firit revolted againſt a hate 
„ 5 by which 
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« which ſhe could not gratsfy, without injuſtice and 
« ingratitude, But in ſhort, ſhe is a woman: ſhe 
« has a tender. affection for Sephora, who. brought 
her up; and that governante is a kind of mother 
« to her, whoſe death ſhe would reproach herſelf 
« with, if ſhe was not weak enough to comply with 
« her requeſt ; for my own part, notwithſtanding 
« the love that attaches me to Seraphina, I ſhall 
% never have the ſervile complaiſance to adhere to 
e her ſentiments in this particular. Periſh all the du- 
e ennas in Spain, before I conſent to the removal 
« of a perſon, whom I conſider rather as a brother 
« than a domeſtic.” _ 

When Alphonſo had done ſpeaking, © Signior, 
« ſaid 1, I am born to be the {port of Fortune: I 
thought ſhe would have ceaſed to perſecute me in 
« your houſe, where every thing flattered me with 
* tranquility and happineſs : but how agreeable 
% ſoever my ſituation may be, I find I muſt ſurren- 
« der it.“ No, cried the — ſon of Don 
« Cæſar; leave me to bring Seraphina to hear rea- 
„ ſon: it ſhall never be ſaid that you have been 
« ſacrificed to the caprice of a duenna, to whom 
« too much conſideration has been paid in other 
e reſpects.” : 

Sir, replied I, you will only provoke Seraphi- 
„na, in oppoſing her will. I had rather retire, 
« than by a longer continuance in this place, run 
« the riſk of creating any diviſion between ſuch a 
% happy pair: that would be a misfortune for 
« which I could never be conſoled.” 

Don Alphonſo forbad me to take any ſuch reſo- 
lution; and I ſaw him ſo fixed in the reſolution of 
ſupporting me, that Lorenca would certainly have 
met with a rebuff, if I had been inclined to op- 
poſe her. At particular times, being piqued againſt 
the duenna, I was tempted to expole her ; but when 
I conſidered, that in revealing her ſhame, I ſhould 


ſtab 
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ſtab the heart of a poor creature, whoſe indiſpoſt- 
tion I was the = Þe wh of; and that two incurable 
diſtempers viſibly conducted her to the grave, my 
reſentment was changed into compaſſion ; and T 
concluded, that ſince I was fuch a dangerous mor- 
ral, I ought in conſcience to re eftabliſh the tranqui- 
lity of the caſtle, by my retreat, This reſolution T 
executed early the next morning, without bidding 
adieu to my two maſters, expecting, that througſi 
friendſhip for ine, they ſhould oppole my depar- 
ture. I contented myſelf with leaving in my apart- 
ment a writing, wherein was contained an exact ac- 
count of my adminiſtration; | 


CHAP. II. 


What — / Gil Blas, aſter be quitted the caſtle of L, 
and the ' happy conſequence that attended the ill ſucceſs of his 


men,. 


1 WAS mounted on a good hofſe of my own, 


with two hundred piſtoles in my portmanteau, 
the greateſt part of which I got by the banditti 
whom we killed, and the ſhare of the three thou- 
ſand ducats which had been ſtolen from Samuet 
Simon; for Don Alphonſo, without making me 
retund what I had fingered, had made reſtitution 
of the whole ſum out of his own pocket. Theres 
fore, conſidering my riches as wealth become law- 
ful, I enjoyed it without ſcruple. 1 was in poſſoſ- 
ſion of a fund, which did not allow me to be much 
concerned for the future, excluſive of the confi- 
dence which one of my age always has in his own 
merit: beſides, Toledo preſented an agreeable aſy- 
lum ; for I did not doubt but the count de Polan 
would be pleaſed with an opportunity of obliging 
one of his deliverers with a kind -reception, and- an 


apart- 
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apartment in his houſe. But chis nobleman I look · 
ed upon as my laſt reſources and reſolved, before 1 
ſhould apply to him, to ſpend part of my money” 
in travelling through the kingdoms of Murcia 
and Grenada, which I was particularly deſirous of 
ſeeing, With this intention I ſet out for Almanſa, 
whence continuing my journey, | went from city to 
city, as far as“ Grenada, without meeting with any 
diſagreeable accident. Fortune, ſatisfied with hav- 
ing played me ſo many tricks, ſeemed willing at 
length to leave me in tranquility : but ſhe was then 
contriving a great many more, as will be ſeen 
hereafter. He 

One of the firſt perſons I met in the ſtreets of 
Grenada, was Signior Don Fernand de Leyva, who, 
as well as Don Alphonſo, was ſon-in-law to the 
count de Polan. We were equally ſurpriſed at 
ſeeing each other in that place. Gil Blas, cried 
© he, how come you in this city? What. buſineſs 
e brings you hither ??? © Signior, anſwered I, if 
you are aſtoniſhed at ſeeing me in this country, 
* you will be much more ſo, when you hear the 
« cauſe of my quitting the ſervice of Signior Don 
Cæſar and his ſon.” I then recounted all that 
had paſſed. between Sephora and me, without the 
leaſt diſguiſe. He laughed heartily at the adventure; 
then growing ſerious again, * Friend, ſaid he, 1 
offer you my mediation in this affair, and will 
„ write to my liſter-1n-law.” By no means, Sig- 
„ nior, replied I; | beg you will not write to her; 
« for I did not leave the caſtle of Leyva with any 
* intention of returning. Be fo obliging as to 
«© make another uſe of the regard you have for 


* Grenada, the capital of the kingdom of Grenada, is a 
large city, and the pleaſanteſt in Spain, built on the banks of 
the river Parro; it is the ſeat cf a famous univerſity, and ſeg 
of an archbiſhop, f 
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me; and if any of your friends has occaſion for 
« a ſecretary or ſteward, I beg you will recommend. 
« me. I dare venture to aſſure you, that you ſhall 
« have no reaſon to repent of your recommenda- 
« tion.” 4 With all my heart, replied he, I will 
« do what you deſire : I am come to Grenada to 
« yifit an old aunt who is ſick, and I ſhall con- 
e tinue here three weeks longer; at the end of 
& which, I ſhall ſet out on my return to my caſtle 
& of Lorqui, where I have left Julia. I lodge here, 
« added he,” (thewing me ahoule about an hundred 
paces from us) & come to me a few hours hence; 
* by which time, perhaps, I thall have conſidered 
6 of ſome ſuitable poſt for you.“ 

At our very next meeting, The archbiſhop of 
& Grenada, ſaid he, my kinſman and friend, has 
« occaſion for a young man of letters, who is a 
good penman, to make fair copies of his writings z 
„ tor he is a great author; he has compoſed a vaſt 
„ number of homilies, and ſtudies more ever day, 
„ which he pronounces with applaule. As I be- 
{© lieve you are ſuited. to his purpoſe, I propoſed 
you to him, and he has pomiſed to take you into 
& his ſervice, Vo and preſent yourſelf to him, in 
my name; and you may judge by the recep- 
tion which you receive, whether I have not ſpoke 
* in your commendation.” 

This was juſt ſuch a ſituation as I deſired : there- 
fore, having dreſſed to the beſt advantage, in order 
to appear betore that prelate, I repaired one morn- 
ing to his palace, To imitate. the authors of ro- 
mance, I ſhould give a pompous deſcription of 
this epiſcopal palace of Grenada; I ſhould enlarge 
upon the ſtructure of the building, extol the rich- 
neſs of the furniture, deſcribe the ſtatues and pictures, 
and not omit the leaſt tittle of the ſtories they re- 
preſented : but 1 ſhall content myſelf with obſerv- 


ing 
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ing, that it equalled the royal palace in magni- 
ſicence. 

found in the apartments a crowd of eccleſiaſtics, 
and gentlemen of. the ſword, the greateſt part of 
whom, were the officers of his grace: his almoners, 
his gentlemen, his uſhers, and valets de chambre. 
The laity were, in general, ſo ſuperbly dreſſed, that 
one would have taken them for noblemen rather 
than domeſtics; they were extremely haughty, and 
affected to be men o any wwe While I beheld 
them, I could not help laughing, and ridiculing * 
them within myſelf. “ Egad, ſaid I, theſe people 
are very happy in bearing the yoke of ſorvitude, 
« without feeling it; for, in ſhort, if they really felt 
« it, I ſuppoſe their behaviour would be leſs aſ- 
„ ſuming.” Addreſſing myſelf to a grave jolly 

rſonage, that ſtood at the door of the arch- 

—_ cloſet, in order to open and ſhut it, as 

occaſion ſhould require; Iaſked civilly if I could not 
be permitted to ipeak with his grace. Wait, 
+ ſaid he, 'till his grace comes out to go to maſs, 
„ and he will give you a moment's audience in 
* paſſing.” I made no anſwer, but armed myſelf 
with patience, and endeavoured to enter into con- 
verſation with ſome of the officers : but they began 
to examine me from head to foot, without deigning 
to utter a ſy llable; and then looked at each other, 
ſmiling with diſdain, at the liberty which I had 
preſumed to take, to mingle in their diſcourſe. 
I was, I confeſs, quite diſconcerted at ſeeing my- 
ſelf treated in this manner by valets; and had 
ſcarce recovered from my confuſion, when the cloſer 
door opened, and the archbiſhop appeared, | 

A profound ſilence immediately prevailed among 
his — who ſuddenly laid alide their inſolent 
carriage, and aſſumed a reſpectful look in the pre- 
ſence of their maſter. This prelate was in his ſixty- 
ginth year, whoſe figure reſembled that of my 
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uncle the canon Gil herez; that is, ſhort and 
plump : he was alſo _ much bandy-legged, and 
fo bald, that he had only a ſmall tufr of hair re- 
maining on the back part his of head; for which 
reaſon, he wis obliged to cover his head with a fine 
woollen cap with long ears. Notwithſtanding all 
that, I obſerved in him the air of a man of quality; 
doubtleſs, becauſe | knew him to be one, We 
common - people, look, upon the nobility with a 
prepuliction that often gives them an air of great- 
nels which nature has rctuled, . 

The archbiſhop. immediately advancing towards 
me, aſked what 1 wanted, with a voice full of ſweets 
neſs : I informed him, that | was the young man 
whom Don Fernand de Leyva had mentioned to 
him. He gave me no time to proceed ; but 
cried, O] you are the perſon then of wliom he 
* ſpoke fo advantageouſly, I retain you in my 
&« ſervice ; you are a valuable acquiſition. You 
« may continue where you are.” He then went 
out, ſupported by two uſhers, after having attended 
to ſome clergymen, who had ſomething to commu- 
nicate, He was hardly out of the room, when the 
lame officers, who diſdained my converſation, began 
to court it. They ſurrounded me, and with the 
utmolt complaitance expreſſed their ſatisfaction at 
ſeeing ine become a commental officer of the pa- 
lace. Having heard what their maſter ſaid to me, 
they were anxious to know on what footing I was 
retained ; but I was ſo malicious as to baulk their 
curioſity, in revenge tor their contempt. 

His grace returning in a little time, ordered me 
to follow him into his cloſet, that he might talk 
with me in private. 1 concluded, that his inten- 
tion in ſo doing, was to try my underſtanding; [ 
therefore kept myſelf on my guard, and was re- 
ſolved to weigh every word before J uttered it. 
He firlt of all examined me, on what is called 
huma- 


humanity; and I did not anſwer amiſs : he had 
an opportunity of ſeeing that I was pretty well ac- 

uainted with the Greek and Latin authors. He 
then put me upon Jogic, where I expected him, and 
found me perfect maſter of that ſubject. _** Your 
& education, ſaid he, with ſome ſurprize, has not 
« been neglected ; let me now ſee your hand 
„ writing.” Whereupon I took out of my 2 
a ſheet, which I had brought for that purpole : and 
the 7 chan leemed perfectly well pleaſed with my 
performance. I am ſatisfied with your writing, 
* cried he, and ſtill more with your underſtanding, 
„ ſhall thank my nephew Don Fernand for hav- 
ing provided me fach an able youth, whom 1 
look upon as a valuable preſent.” 

Being interrupted by the arrival of ſome noble, 
men ot Grenada, who came to dine with the arch- 
| biſhop, I left them together, and withdrew among 
the officers, who were quite profuſe in their com- 
plaiſance to me. I went to dinner with them at 
the uſual time; and if they obſerved me at table, I 
did not fail ro examine them alſo. What ſagacity. 
there is in the exteriors of churchmen ! To me they 
appeared all holy perſonages; ſo much was my 
mind over-awed by the place where I was: and 1 
did not ſo much as ſuſpect, that there could be any 
hypocriſy in the caſe; as if no ſuch thing was ever 
ſeen among the princes of the church. # 
| Being ſeated by an old valet de chambre, named 
Melchior de la Ronda, he took great care to help 
me to the choice morſels; and this attention which 
he expreſſed for me, inſpiring me with a reſpect 
for him, he was charmed with my polite behaviour. 
„ Signior cavalier, ſaid he ſoftly to me after dinner, 
„ thould be glad to have ſome private converſa- 
e tion with you.” At the fame time, he conducted 
me to a part of the palace, where nobody. could 
oyer-hear us; and there expreſſed himielf in the 

; follow- 
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following manner: From the very momert 1 
« ſaw you, my ſon, I felt an inclination for you: 
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of this I will give you a certain proof, by im- 
parting ſomething which may be of particular 
advantage to you. You are here in a family 
where true and falſe devotees are promiſcubuſly 
blended ; it will therefore be a long time before 
you can, of yourſelf, be acquainted with the 
ground. But I will ſpare you ſuch a tedious 
ſtudy, by diſcovering the characters of both; 
after which, you will be the better enabled to 
conduct yourſelf. 
« T ſhall begin, added he, with his grace, who is 
a very pious prelate, inceſſantly r in 
edifying and reforming the people, by ſermons 
of his own compoſition, full of excellent mora- 
lity. He quitted the court about twenty years 
o, in order to devote himſelf entirely to his 
zeal for his flock. He 1s a learned man and a 
great orator, whoſe pleaſure conſiſts ſolely in 
preaching, and his hearers are raviſhed with ad- 
miration. Perhaps there is a little vanity in the 
caſe z but it does not belong to man to penetrate 
the heart; and it would be ungrateful in me to 
inquire into the errors of a perſon whoſe bread] 
eat, If I was permitted to diſapprove of any 
thing in my maſter, I ſhould blame his ſeverity. 
Inſtead of ' making allowances for eccleſiaſtical 
fotbles, he puniſhes them with too much rigour : 
in particular, he proſecutes, without mercy, thoſe 
who, relying on their innocence, attempt to 
juſtify themſelves in a legal manner, in contempt 
of his authority, I obſerve another fault in him, 
which is common with many people of quality : 
though he loves his domeſtics, he makes no con- 
ſideration for their ſervices, but ſuffers them to 
row old, without ever thinking of procuring 


tome {mall ſettlement for them. If he gives 
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« them gratifications ſometimes, they owe them 
« ſolely to the kindneſs of ſomebody who has ſpo- 
« ken in their behalf: for he would otherwiſe never 
« think of making the leaft proviſion for them.“ 
This is what the old valet de chambre told me 
concerning his maſter ; and he afterwards commu- 
nicated his thoughts of the clergymen with whom 
we had dined ; pictures which but ill agreed with 
their external deportment. Indeed, he did not re. 
preſent them as diſhoneſt men, but only as indiffe- 
rent prieſts ; excepting ſome few, however, whoſe 
virtue he very much extolled. I was no longer 
at a loſs how to regulate my features among thoſe 
gentlemen : that very evening, at ſupper, 1, like 
them, aſſumed a ſober aſpect; it is what coſts no- 
ching: we muſt not therefore be aſtoniſhed” that 
there are ſo many hypocrites in the world, 


CHAP. III. 


* Gil Blas becomes the Favourite of the archbiſhop of Grenada, and 
the canal of his bounty. 


Y Had been in the afternoon to the inn where I 
had lodged, for my horſe and baggage; after 
which I returned to ſupper at the palace, where I 
found a very handſome chamber, and a down bed, 
prepared for me. His grace ordered me to be cal- 

led early the next morning; and gave me a homil 
to tranſcribe, enjoining me tocopy it with all poſſible 
exactneſs. This I carefully performed, without 
omitting either accent, point, or comma; ſo that 
the joy he expreſſed was mingled with ſurprize. 

* heaven! cried he, in a tranſport,” (when he 
had ſurveyed all the ſheets of my copy) & was there 
* ever any thing ſeen ſo correct? You tranſcribe 
« ſo well, that you mult certainly underſtand 
4 ee grams 
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grammar. Tell me ingenuouſly, my friend, 
% haye you found nothing that offrnded you in 
« writing it over? Some neglect, perhaps, in the 
« ſtile, or improper term?“ * O, Sir, anſwered 
« J, with an air of modeſty, I am not ſufficiently. 
learned to make critical obſervations; and if I 
« was, I am perſuaded that the works of your 
« grace would eſcape my cenſure.” The prelate 
ſmiled at my reply ; and, though he ſaid nothing, 
diſcovered throughall his piety, that he was a down- 
right author. | 8 ** 

By this Kind of flattery, I entirely gained his good 
graces, and became more and more dear to him 
every day: at length I underſtood from Don Fer- 
nand, who frequently viſited him, that I was fo 
much beloved, I might look upon my fortune as 
already made. This my maſter himſelf confirmed 
to me a ſhort time afterwards, on the following: 
occaſion. One evening he repeated in his cloſer, 
when [I was preſent, with all the warmth of ethuſi- 
aſm, an homily which he intended to pronounce t 

next day in the cathedral; and, not ſatisfied with 
aſking my opinion of it in general, obliged me to 
ſingle out the particular pallages which I mod; ad- 
mired. I had the good fortune to mention thoſe 
that he himſelf looked upon to be the beſt ; his own 
favourite morſels: by which means I paſſed in his 
opinion, for a man who had a delicate knowledge 
of the true beautics of a performance. This, 
« ſaid he, is what is called having taſte and ſenti- 
* ment: well, my friend, I afſure thee, thou haſt 
* not got Bceotian cars.“ In a word, he was fo 
well ſatisfied with me, that he pronounced with 
ſome vivacity, © Gil Blas, hencetorth give thyſelf 
no uneaſineſs about thy fortune: I undertake to 
% make it extremely agreeable I love thee; and as 
* a proof of my affection, make thee my con- 
wil - ed * I no 
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I no ſooner heard theſe words, than I fell at his 
grace's feet, quite penetrated with gratitude : I 
heartily embraced his bandy legs, and looked upon 
myſelf as a man on the high road to opulence. 
« Yes, child, reſumed the archbiſhop, {whoſe diſ- 
4 courſe had been interrupted by my proſtration) 
te thou ſhalt be the repoſitory of my moſt ſecret 
& thoughts. Hearken with attention to what I am 
e going to ſay : my chief pleaſure conſiſts in preach- 
ing; the lord gives a bleſſing to my homilies: 
« they affect the hearts of ſinners, make them ſeri- 
« oufly reflect on their offences, and have recourſe 
« to repentance. I have ſometimes the ſatisfac- 
<« tion to ſee a miſer, terrified by the images which I 
«© repreſent to his avarice, open his treaſures, and 
ce ſquander them with a prodigal hand. I have al- 
« fo, as it were, plucked the epicurean from his 
« pleaſures, filled hermitages with the ſons of am- 
"y Pita, and confirmed in her duty, the wife who 
©< has been ſhaken by the allurements of a ſedu- 
e cing:lover. Theſe converſions, which are frequent, 
e ought alone to excite my labours : nevertheleſs, 
i ] will confeſs my weakneſs ; I propoſe to myſelf 
% another reward, a reward which the delicacy of 


« my virtue reproaches me with in vain! I mean 


the eſteem that the world ſhews for fine poliſhed 
„writing. The honour of being reckoned a per- 
« fect orator is agreeable to me: my performances 
e are thought equally ſtrong and delicate: but J 
« would, of all things, avoid the fault of good au- 
% thors who write too long, and would willingly re- 
tire without forfeiting the leaſt tittle of my repu- 
tation. My dear Gil Blas, continued the prelate, 
<« one thing that I exact of thy zeal is that when- 
« ever thou ſhalt perceive my pen ſmack of old age. 
and my genius flag, do not tail to advertiſe me ot 
« jt: for I do not truſt to my own judgment, which 
* may be ſeduced by ſelf- love. Thatoblervation mult 

Vol. II. | E pre- 
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proceed from a diſintereſted underſtanding, and I I 
* make choice of thine, which I know is excellent; 43 
* and am reſolved to ſtand to thy deciſion.” 3 
Thank heaven, Sir, ſaid I, that period is far off; 
o beſides a genius like that of your grace, will pre- 
« ſerve its vigour much better than any other; or 
* to ſpeak more properly, it will be always the 
* ſame. I look upon you as another cardinal X1- 
© menes, whoſe ſuperior genius, inſtead of being 
e weakened by age, ſeemed to acquire new ſtrength 
c from it.” No flattery, friend, ſaid he, I know I 
* am liable to ſink all at once: people at my age 
begin to feel infirmities, and the infirmities of the F 
body ſometimes affect the underſtanding. I re- 
e peat it to thee again, Gil Blas, as ſoon as thou 
< ſhalt perceive my head to be in the leaſt impair- 
* ed, be ſure to give me notice; and be not afraid 
of ſpeaking freely and ſincerely, for I ſhall receive 
thy advice as a mark of thy affection and eſteem. 
« Beſides, thy intereſt is concerned; if, unhappily 
* for thee, it ſhould come to thy ears, that the 
e public ſays my diſcourſes have no longer their 
«* wonted force, and that it is time for me to have 
* done with preaching; I frankly declare, that 
* thou ſhalt loſe my friendſhip, as well as the 
fortune | have promiſed thee, Such will be the 
< fruit of thy fooliſh modeſty.” ; 
Here my patron left off ſpeaking, in order to hear 
my reply, which was a promiſe to act according to 
his deſire. From that moment he concealed nothing 
trom me, I became his favourite: an event 
which none of his domeſtics, except Melchior de 
la Ronda, could obſerve without envy. It was a 
diverting ſcene to behold how the gentlemen and 
{quires then behaved with the confident of his grace: 
they were not aſhamed to be guilty of the moſt 
ſervile meanneſſes to obtain my favour. I could 
icarce believe they were Spaniards : and yet I did 
9 * them 
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them good offices, withour being the dupe of their 
ſelfiſh complaiſance. His grace the archbiſhop, . 
at my requelt, exerted himſelf ih their favour : to 
one he procured a company, and put him in a con- 
dition to make a figure in the army. Another he 
ſent to Mexico to take poſſeſſion of a conſiderable 
poſt which he had procured for him; and my friend 
Melchior, through my intereſt, enjoyed a, hand- 
ſome gratification. This condeſcenſion convinced 
me that though the prelate did not anticipate pro- 

le's deſires, he ſeldom refuſed any favour that was 
requeſted. 182 225 
But what I performed for a certain prieſt, de- 
ſerves, in my opinion, to be related: ond day a 
licentiate, named Lewis Garcia, a young man of a 
very good appearance, was preſented to me by our 
ſteward z who ſaid, * Signior Gil Blas, this honeſt 
„ clergyman is one of my belt friends; he was 
e chaplain of a nunnery; but his virtue has not 
e eſcaped ſcandal ; ſome people have done him ill 
< offices with his grace, who has ſuſpended him, 
and is unhappily ſo much prejudiced againit him, 
& that he will hearken to no ſolicitation in his be- 
„half. We have, in vain, employed all the per- 
&« ſons of diſtinction in Grenada, to beg that he 
& may be re-eſtabliſhed ; but our maſter is quite 
e inflexible.” | 
Gentlemen, ſaid I, you have gone the 
% wrong way to work; it would have been better 
« for Mr. L.icentiate if no ſolicitation had been 
made; for in their endeavours to ſerve him, they 
& have done him a manifeſt, injury. I am well ac- 
„ qualnted with his grace; and know that intrea- 
ties and recommendations ſerve only to aggravate 
te the crime of an eccleſiaſtic. It was but the other 
« day I heard him ſay to himſelf.” © The more 
people a preiſt, who has been guilty of irregu- 
“ Jarity, engages to ſpeak to me in his behalf, the 
E 2 © more 
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© more is the ſcandal augmented, and I exerciſe the 
more ſeverity.” “ I hat is unfortunate, replied 
the ſteward, and my friend would be very much 
« embarraſſed, if he was not bleſſed with a good 
« ſteady hand: happily for him, he writes to ad- 
« miration ; and by the aſſiſtance of that talent 
« keeps himſelf out of difficulties.” I was curious 
to ſee if this writing, which was ſo much extolled, 
was better than my own : and the licentiate, who 
had a ſpecimen in his ket, ſhewed me a page 
which 1 greatly admired; for it looked like a wri- 
ting-maſter's copy. While I obſerved this beauti- 
ful performance, a thought coming into my head, 
I defired Garcias to leave the paper, telling him, 
that I might perhaps make ſome uſe of it, that 
would turn out to his advantage; that I could not 
at that time explain myſelf, but would the next day 
tell him more of the matter. The licentiate, to 
whom the ſteward: had probably made an elogium 
of my genius, withdrew as much ſatisfied as if he 
had been already re- inſtated in his office. 1 was 
truly defirous that he might be ſo ; and that very 
day laboured for him in the following manner : be. 


ing alone with the - archbiſhop, I ſhewed him the 
writing of Garcias, with which my patron ſeemed 
delighted : then laying hold of the opportunity, 
“Sir, ſaid I to him, ſince you will not permit your 
* homilies to be printed, I wiſh they were at leaſt 
« written in this hand.“ „ am ſatisfied with 
ce thine, anſwered the prelate ; but I confeſs 1 
* ſhould not be ſorry to have a copy of my work 
in that hand.” © Your grace, replied I, need on- 
ly ſignify your pleaſure: the man who writes ſo 
« excellently is a licentiate, of my acquaintance, 
* who will be happy to do that ſervice for 
* you; more elpecially as by theſe means he 
may intereſt your goodneſs, in extricating him 

trom 
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from the melancholy ſituation in which he has 
« the misfortune to be at preſent.” 

The prelate demanded the name of the licenti- 
ate: He is called Lewis Garcias, ſaid I, and- is 
jn deſpair, on account of having incurred your 
« difpleafure.” © That Garcias, {aid he, was, if 
« ] am not miſtaken, chaplain to a convent of 
„ nuns, and now lies under the cenſure of the 
« church; I remember ſome informations that I 
« received againſt him: his morals are but indiffe- 
rent.“ © Sir, replied I, I will not undertake to 
&« juſtify him; but I know he has enemies; and 
« pretends, that the authors of thoſe informations, 
« which you have ſeen, were more willing to do 
« him ill offices, than to relate the truth.” „That 
may be, replied the archbiſhop ; there are many 
people of very dangerous diſpoſitions in this 
« world. Beſides, ſuppoſing his conduct has not 
been always irreproachable, he may have repent- 
« ed of his miſbehaviour; and in ſhort, there is 
„ mercy for every tranſgreſſion. Bring the licen- 
« tiate hither, I take off his ſufpenſion.“ 

Thus the ſevereſt men abate of their ſeverity, 
when more dear ſelf-intereſt 1s concerned. The 
archbiſhop granted, without difficulty, to the vain 

leaſure of having his works well copied, that which 
had refuſed to the meft powerful ſolicitations. 
I carried the intelligence immediately to the ſtew- 
ard, who imparted it to his friend Garcias; the 
next day he came to make an acknowledgment of 
thanks ſuitable to the favour obtained, and I pre- 
ſented him to my maſter, who contented himſelf with 
a gentle reprimand, and gave him the homilies to 
tranſcribe. Garcias acquitted himſelf fo ably, that 
he was re-eſtabliſhed in his miniſtry, and even ob- 
tained the living of Gabia, a large town in the 
heighbourhood of Grenada, 


4 
CH 46 


26 The ADVENTURES of 


£H AP. IF... 


The archbiſhop is ſeized with a fit of the apoplexy. The dilemmd 
in which Gil Blas found him/elf, and in what manner be ex- 
tricated himſelf. | 


HILE I thus beſtowed my ſervices on dif- 
ferent people, Don Fernand, intending to 
leave Grenada, I viſited him before his departure, 
in order to renew my thanks for the excellent poſt 
which he had procured for me. I appeared to 
him ſo well ſatisfied with my condition, that he 
ſaid, My dear Gil Blas, I am overjoyed to find 
e thee ſo well pleaſed with my uncle the archbi- 
« ſhop.” „ am charmed with him, replied J, 
and ſhall never be able to expreſs my gratitude . 
e for his generoſity to me. Nothing lets could have 
6 e me for the loſs of Don Cæſar and his 
&« ſon.” I am perſuaded, replied he, that they 
e are both extremely mortified at your abſence ; but 
« perhaps you are not ſeparated tor ever: fortune 
e may one day * you together again.” Affect- 
ed by theſe words, I ſighed, and at that inſtant per- 
ceived my love for Don Alphonſo ſo great, that I 
would have willingly abandoned the archbiſhop, 
with all the agreeable hopes he had given me, to re- 
turn to the caſtle of Leyva, it the obſtacle that 
baniſhed me from it had been removed. Don Fer- 
nand perceived the emotions of my ſoul, which, 
pleaſed him ſo much, that he embraced me with at- 
tection, and aſſured me that his whole family 
would always bear a part in my deſtiny. 

Two months after this gentleman's departure, 
in che very zenith of my favour, we had a terrible 
alarm in the epiſcopal palace : the archbiſhop was 
ſeized with a fit of the apoplexy; he was, however, 

imme— 
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immediately aſſiſted, and had ſuch ſalutary medi- 
eines adminiſtered to him, that in a few days his 
health was re-eſtabliſhed : but his underſtanding 
had received a ſevere ſhock, which I plainly per- 
cived in the very next diſcourſe which he com 
ſed. I did not, however, perceive ſo ſenſible a 
difference between this and the reſt, as to make me 
conclude abſolutely that the orator began to flag 
and waited for another homily to fix my reſolution, 
This indeed was quite deciſive ; ſometimes the 
good old prelate repeated the ſame thing over and 
over; ſometimes roſe too high, or ſunk too low: 
it was a random diſcourſe, the rhetoric of an old 
profeſſor, a mere capucinade *, | 
' I was not the only perſon who obſerved this: 
the greateſt part of the audience, when he pro- 
nounced it, as if they had been alſo hired to examine 
it, whiſpering to each other ſazd, ** This ſermon 
** ſmells ſtrong of the apoplexy.” © Come, maſ- 
& maſter homily - critic, ſaid I then to myſelf, pre- 
* pare to perform your office: you perceive that 
* his grace begins to fail: it is your duty to give 
e him notice of it, not only as the depoſitory of 
his thoughts, but likewiſe, leſt ſome one of his 
friends ſhould be free enough to be beforehand 
with you: in that caſe you may imagine what 
would happen: your name would be eraſed from 
* his laſt will, in which there is doubtleſs, a better 
* legacy provided for you, than the library of the 
& Jicentiate Sedillo.“ 

After thele reflections I made others of a contra- 

nature. To give the information in queſtion, 
ſeemed a delicate point: I imagined that it might 
be th received by an author, who, like him, was 


* Capucinade. A farcaſm on the ſermons of the capuchins, 
which are not remarkable for correctneſs or elegance of com- 


| poſition, | 


con. 
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conceited of his own works; but, rejecting this 
ſuggeſtion, I repreſented to mylelt, that he could 
not poſſibly take it amiſs, after having exacted it of 
me in ſo preſſing a manner. Beſides, ; depended 
upon my being able to mention it with addrels, and 
make him ſwallow the pill without reluctance. In 
a word, imagining that I rana greater riſk in, keep- 
ing ſilence than in breaking it, I determined to 
ſpeak. 

The only thing that embarraſſed me now was 
how to begin. Luckily, the orator himſelf extri- 
cated me from that difficulty, by aſking what peo- 
ple ſaid of him, and if they were pleated with his 
laſt diſcourſe. I anſwered, that his homilies were 
always admired, but in my opinion, the laſt had 
not ſucceeded ſo well as the reſt, in affecting the 
audience. How friend ! replied he, with aſto- 
„ niſhment ; has it met with any Ariſtarchus“?“ 
No, Sir, replied I, by no means: ſuch 9 
* ances as yours are not to be criticized; ever 
one is delighted with them. Nevertheleſs, ſince 
« you have laid your injunctions upon me to 
< be ſincere and ingenuous, I take the liberty to 


te acquaint you, that your laſt diſcourſe, in my judg- 


< ment, has not altogether the energy of your other 
performances. Are not you of the ſame opi- 


* mon 8” -. - 
At theſe words my maſter grew pale, and ſaid 


with a forced ſmile, So then, Mr. Gil Blas, this 


piece is not to your taſte?” „ do not fay fo, 
„Sir, anſwered I, quite diſconcerted: I think it ex- 
« cellent, though a little inferior to your other 
< works.” I underſtand you, replied he, you think 
] flag, do you not? Come be open; you belive it is 
time for me to think of retiring.” . I ſhould not have 


0 been fo bold, replied I, as to ſpeak ſo freely, if 


A great critic in the time of Ptolemy Philadelphus. 
| «your 
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e your grace had not commanded me: I do no 
% more, therefore, than obey you: and I moſt 
e humbly entreat, that you will not be offended at 
* my freedom.” God forbid, cried he, with 
<« precipitation z God forbid that I ſhould find 
“fault with it. In ſo doing, I ſhould be very un- 
« juſt. I do not in the leaſt take it ill that you 
« ſpeak your ſentiments, it is your ſentiments only 
« that I find erronceous. I have been moſt egre- 
e giouſly deceived in your narrow underftanding.” 

Though 1 was diſconcerted, I endeavoured to 
find ſome mitigation, in order to ſet things to rights 
again: but how is it poſſible to appeale an incenied 
author, eſpecially one who has been accuſtomed to 
hear himtelf praiſed ? © Say no more, child, {aid 
* he: you are too young to make proper diſtinc- 
„ tions. Know, that I never compoſed a berter 
« homily than that which you diſapprove: for my 
« genius, thank heaven, hath yet loſt nothing of 
its vigour.” Henceforth I will make a better 
choice of a confident, and keep one that has ge- 
e nius and underſtanding. Go, added he,“ (puth- 
ing me by the {ſhoulders out of his cloſet) ©: go tell 
my - treaſurer to give you an hundred ducats, 
* and may heaven conduct you with that ſum. 
« Adieu, Mr. Gil Blas, I with you all manner of 
_** proſperity, with a little more taſte.” 
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CHAT 


The fp that Gil Blas took after the archbiſhop had diſmiſſed bia. 
By avhat accident he met with the licentiate who had been /o 
much obliged to him ; and what proofs of gratitude he received 
from him. 


Went out of the cloſet, curſing the caprice, or 
1 rather the folly, of the archbiſhop, and was 
more enraged againſt him, than grieved at the loſs 
of his favour. 1 even heſitated ſome time, if I ſhould 
go and touch my hundred ducats; but, after ma- 
ture deliberation, I was not fool enough to refuſe 
them. I conſidered, that this money would not 
deprive me of the right of ridiculing the prelate; in 
which, I was determined not to be wanting, as of- 
ten as his homihes ſhould be brought upon the 
carpet in my preſence. 

] went therefore, and demanded the hundred 
ducats of the treaſurer, without mentioning a ſingle 
word of what had happened between me and fis 
maſter: I went afterwards in queſt of Melchior de 
la Ronda, to bid him a laſt adieu. He eſteemed me 
too much to be inſenſible of my misfortune, and 
while I recounted it, I perceived that grief was 

ainted on his countenance. In ſpite of all the re- 
pect he owed the archbiſhop, he could not help 
cenſuring his behaviour. But as I ſwore in my 
anger, that the prelate ſhould pay for it, and-that I 
would make the whole town merry at his expence, 
the ſage Melchior ſaid to me, Believe me, my 
dear Gil Blas, you had better ſuppreſs your re- 
« ſentment. People of an interior rank, ſhould 
* always reſpect perſons of quality, whatever cauſe 


(e 


* are, I confeſs, ſome very contemptible noblemen, 


who ſcarce deſerve the leaſt conſideration: but, 


cc 


they may have given them to complain. There 
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&« as they have the power of doing miſchief, they 
<« are to be feared.” 

I thanked the old valet de chambre for his advice, 
which I promiſed to obſerve. If you go, ſaid he, 
* ro Madrid, you muſt viſit Joſeph Navarro, my 


nephew, who is clerk of the kitchen to Signior 


% Don Balthazar de Zunig1, and, I dare promiſe, 
« he is a young man worthy of your friendſhip: : 
« he is frank, lively, obliging, and anxious to ferve 
* his friends : I ſincerely wiſh that he and you may 
& become acquainted.” I ſaid that I would not 
fail to wait on this Joſeph Navarro, on my firſt 
arrival at Madrid, whither | was determined to go. 
I then quitted the archbiſhop's palace, with an in- 
tention never to ſet foot in it again. If I had been 
in poſſeſſion of my horſe, I ſhould perhaps have ſet 
out immediately for Toledo; but I had fold him 
while I was in favour, imagining I ſhould have no 
further occaſion for his ſervice. I hired a furniſhed' 
room, reſolving to ſtay a month at Grenada, and 
then repair to the Count de Polan. 

Dinner-time approaching, | aſked my landlady 
if there was not an eating-houſe in the neighbour - 
hood : ſhe informed me, that there was an excel- 
lent one a few paces from her houſe, where there 
was excellent accommodation, and a great deal of 
good company : ſhe ſhewed me the place, and go- 


ing thither a little after, I was conducted into a large 


hall, which ſomewhat reſembled a refectory. Ten 
or twelve people ſat at a large table, covered with a 
dirty cloth, converſing with each other, while ever 
one eat his own little portion. My meſs was alſo 
brought, which, at another time, would doubtleſs 
have made me regret the table J had loſt : but I 
was at that time ſo much piqued againſt the arch- 
biſhop, that the ſcanty allowance of my eating- 
houſe ſeemed preferable to the good living I had 
enjoyed in his palace. I condemned a variety of 
F 2 diſhes, 
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diſhes, and arguing like the doctor of Valladolid ; 
„ Unhappy are thoſe, ſaid I to myſelf, who fre- 
« quent ſuch pernicious tables, Where a perſon 
* mult continually be on his guard againſt ſenſua- 
« lity, for fear of overloading his ſtomach. Can any 
« perſon eat too little?“ I praiſed in my ill hu- 
mour, thoſe very aphoriſms I had formerly much 
neglected. 

While I diſpatched my allowance, without fear 
of exceeding the bounds of temperance, the licen- 
tiate Lewis Garcias, now become vicar of Gabia, 
in the manner already related, came 1nto the hall. 
He no ſooner beheld me than he came running to 
ſalute me with the utmoſt eagernets, or rather with 
all the | expreſſions of exceſſive joy. He ſqueezed 
me in his arms, and I was obliged to undergo a 
very long compliment on the ſervices I had done 
him. He fatigued me with-his demonſtrations of 
gratitude. By heaven, ſaid he, my dear patron, 
„ ſince I have had the good fortune to meet you 
here, we muſt not part without a glaſs; but as this 
& houle affords no good wine, give me leave to con- 
duct you, after our ſcanty repaſt, to a place where 
Jill treat you with a bottle of fine dry Lucena, 
« and a glaſs of fine Muſcadine of Foncarrel. 


« We mult certainly commit that debauch. I. 


& wiſh I had the happineſs of enjoying you, a few 
« days only, at my parſonage oi Gabia. There 
6 you ſhould be received like a generous Mecenas, 
to whom I owe the eaſe and tranquility which 

„I now enjoy.“ | 
While he talked to me in this manner, his allow- 
ance was ſerved, and he went to work; he did not, 
however, ceaſe to entertain me, at intervals, with 
ſomething which he thought would fatter my va- 
nity. I embraced this opportunity to ſpeak allo; 
and as he did not forget to enquire about his friend 
the ſteward, I made no myſtery of my leaving the 
. arch- 
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archbiſhop's ſervice. I even related to him every 
circumſtance of my diſgrace, to which he hearkened 
with great attention. After what he had ſaid to 
me, who would not have expected to hear him, pe- 
netrated with grief, exclaim againſt the archbithop ? 
But this was the fartheſt thing from his thoughts. 
He grew indifferent, and penſive, and finiſhed his 
dinner without ſpeaking another word; then riſing 
ſuddenly from table, coolly bid me adicu, and dit- 
appeared. The ungrateful wretch, leeing I was no 
longer in a condition to ſerve him, ſpared himſelf 
even the trouble of concealing his ſentiments. 1 
laughed at his ingratitude, and looking at him with 
all the contempt he deſerved, called to him aloud, 
that I might be heard. Holloa! you ſagacious 
chaplain of a nunnery, go and give orders to cool 
that delicious wine of Lucena, with which you have 
promiſed to regale me.“ 


CHAS. YE 


Gil Blas goes to ſee a play at Grenada. His aſtoniſbment at the 
fight of one of the actes; and what hoppen:d afterwards. 


ARCIAS was no ſooner out of the hall, 
8 than two well dreſſed cavaliers came in and 
ſat down by me: they began to talk of the play- 
ers of the Grenada company, and of a new comed 
which was then on the ſtage. I gathered from their 
converſation, that this piece made a great noiſe in 
the city; and I reſolved to go and ſee it that very 
day; for I had not been at a play ſince my arrival 
at Grenada. As I had frogs | all that time lived in 
the archbiſhop's palace, where that diverſion was 
anathematized, I had taken care not to indul my- 
{elf in that pleaſure, but amuſed myſelf entirely with 
my maiter's homilies. =. | 


I re- 
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I repaired, therefore, at the proper time, to the 
play-houſe, where I found a numerous aſſembly : I 
overheard, all round me, diſſertations on the piece, 
before it began, and obſerved that every perſon un- 
dertook to criticize it, One declared himſelf for, 
and another againſt the performance. Was there 
ever a comedy better written?“ ſaid one on my 

ight. What a wretched ſtile !“ cried another on 
my left. If there are a great many bad authors, 
it muſt be allowed there are ſtill a greater number 
of wretched critics: and when 1 conſider the morti- 
fications that dramatic poets mult undergo, I am 
aſtoniſhed that there are any who have courage 
enough to bravet heſignorance of the multitude, and 
the dangerous cenſure of witlings, who ſometimes 
carrupt the judgment of the public, 

At length the Gracioſo“ preſented himſelf to 
open the ſcene. He was ſaluted, on his firit appear- 
ance, with a general plaudit; by which I perceiv- 
ed that he was one of thoſe ſpoiled comedians, in 
whom the pit pardons every N And, indeed, 
this player did not ſpeak a ſingle word, nor perform 
a ſingle geſture, without attrac hing applauſe. The au- 
dience made him too ſenſible of the pleaſure they 
had in ſeeing him on the ſtage; and he therefore abu- 
ſed their favour. I perceived that he ſometimes for- 
got himſelf in the middle of a ſcene, and put their 
prepoſſeſſion in his behalf to too ſevere a proof; for 
they would often have done him juſtice, if they had 
kiſſed inſtead of extravagantly extolling him. 

There was likewiſe a clapping of hands at the 
appearance of ſome other actors, and in particular 
of an actreſs, who performed the part of a wait- 
ing woman: having obſerved her with attention, 
no terms can expreis my ſurprize, when I recollec- 
ted in her the perſon of Laura, my dear Laura! 


A favourite actor. 
52 2 whom 
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whom l ſtill ſuppoſed to be in the ſervice of Arſenia 
at Madrid. I could not doubt but it was ſhe 
her ſhape, her features, the ſound of her voice, every 
thing convinced me that I was not miſtaken. Ne- 
vertheleſs, as though I had miſtruſted my eyes and 
ears, I aſked her name of à cavalier, who ſat 
near me. Hey day! from whence come you? 
It ſeems you are juſt arrived, ſince you know 
„ not the fair Eſtella.” | | 

The reſemblance was too perfect for me to be 
deceived by this diſguiſe; I could eaſily conceive, 
that Laura, when ſhe changed her condition, had 
alſo altered her name; and curious to know her 
ſituation, for the public is generally pretty well ac- 
quainted with the affairs of perſons in her fphere, I 
begged to know of the ſame perſon, if this Eſtella 
had not ſome gallant of importance. He anſwered, 
the Marquis de Marialva, a Portugueze nobleman, 
who had been about 'two months at Grenada, was 
at a conſiderable expence on her account. He 
might have told me a great deal more, if 1 had not 
been afraid of fatiguing him with queſtions. 1 
was more engroſſed by the news which I had re- 
ceived from this cavalier, than by the repreſenta- 
tion of the play ; and if any one had aſked me 
the ſubject of the piece, when it was finiſhes, he 
would have embarraſſed me not a little; I did 
nothing but muſe upon Laura, or Eſtella, and 
firmly reſolved to viſit her the next day; though 
I was not without ſome concern about the reception 
+ I ſhould meet with. I had reaſon to believe, that 
the ſight of me would not afford her much ſatis- 
faction in this brilliant ſituation of her affairs; nay, 
imagined that ſuch an excellent actreſs, in order 
to revenge herſelf upon one, with whom ſhe had 
certainly reaſon to be diſſatisfied, would probably 
diſclaim his acquaintance. All this however, did 
not diſſuade me from my deſign of going. After 

| a flight 
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a ſlight repaſt, for ſuch only my eating-houſe afford- 
ed, | reurned to my lodging, where I waited impa- 
riently for the next day. 

I ſlept but little that night, and roſe in the morn- 
ing before the ſun ; but as I imagined a nobleman's 
miſtreſs would not be viſible ſo early, I ſpent three 
or four hours in dreſſing, ſhaving, powdering, and 
perfuming ; reſolving to preſent myſelf before her, 
in ſuch a condition, as would give her no cauſe to 
bluſh at ſeeing me again. I ſallied out about ten 
o'clock, and repaired / to her lodging, to which I 

received a direction, at a houſe much frequented by 
the comedians. She poſſeſſed one of the principal 
apartments ot a large houſe; the door of which be- 
ing opened to me, by a chambermaid, I told her 
that I wanted to ſpeak with madam Eſtella. The 
maid went in to ſignify my requeſt, and I immedi- 
ately heard her miſtreſs pronounce, with a loud 
voice, Who 1s the youth ? what does he want ? 
as let k im come in. | \ 

By this I concluded, that I had choſen an unſea- 
ſonable time for my viſit, and that her Portugueze 
lover was at het toilet, and that her reaſon for peak- 
ing ſo loud, was to pcriuade him that ſhe never 
Teceived ſuſpected meſſzges. My conjecture was 
true ; the Marquis de Marialva uſually paſſed the 
morning in her company z and J expected a very 
difagreeable compliment, when this truly original 
actreſs ſeeing me appear, ran io me with open 
arms, crying. Ah! my dear brother | is it you! 

And with theſe words, embraced me ſeveral times. 
Then turning to her gallant, 4 My lord, ſaid ſhe, 
*« pardon me o for yielding to the impulſe of blood 1 
« in your preſence. After an abience of three bk 
&« years, I cannot behold a brother, whom ] ſin- 

* .cerely love, without giving him ſome marks of 

* my affection, Well, my dear Gil Blas, continu- 


ed ſhe, addreſſing herlclf again to me, tell me 
« {ſome 


3 


„ 


GIL B LAS. 37 


© ſome news of my family: in what condition cid 
« you leave it?“ l 
This queſtion embarraſſed me at firſt; but I 
reſently diſcovered Laura's intention, and ſechnd- 
ing her artifice, anſwered with an air adapted to the 
ſcene we had to act, Thank heaven, my dear 
« ſiſter, our parents are in good health,” © I 
% doubt not, replied ſhe, that you are aſtoniſhed 
« to find me an actreſs at Grenada; but do not 
* condemn me unheard. Three years ago, as you 
e remember, my father thought he had ſettled me 
te to advantage, by beſtowing me in marriage to 
Captain Don Antonio Cœllo, who carried me 
from the Aſturias to Madrid, the place of his nati- 
« vity.” Six months after our arrival in that 
* city, having had an affair of honour brought 
« upon him by his own violent diſpoſition, he 
« killed a cavalier, who had taken it in his 
« head to fayour me with ſome attention. This 
« gentleman being related to perſons of great qua- 
„ lity and credit, my huſband, who had no intereſt, 
& fled into Catalonia, with all the money and jew - 
c els he could find in the houſe; he embarked at 
Barcelona, croſſed into Italy, engaged in the 
« ſervice of the Venetians, and afterwards lot his 
é life in the Morea, fighting againſt the Turks. 
„In the mean time, our landed eſtate was cofiſca- 
e ted, and I became a widow with a very ſmall- 
e jointure, What could I do in ſuch a ſituation ? 
could not return into the Aſturias : how could 
expect an exiſtence there? all the conſolation 
* 1 ſhould have received from my family, would 
* have been no more than ſympathy and condo- 
& lance. On the other hand, I had been too well 
* educated to be capable of embracing a life of 
4 libertiniſm. Upon what therefore could I deter- 
© mine? I have turned actreſs in order to preſerve 
* my reputation.“ 
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The Marquis de Marialva, who loſt not a ſyl- 
lable of the converſation, implicitly believed all 
that Don Antonio's widow was pleaſed to utter. 
He even joined in the converſation, and aſked if I 
was in any buſineſs at Grenada or elſewhere. At 
that inſtant I was in ſome doubt, whether I ſhould 
tell a lye or not; but thinking it unneceſſary, I 
| ſpoke the truth, recounting every circumſtance from 
my entering into the archbiſhop's ſervicetill I quitted 
it; which afforded infinite diverſion to the Portu- 
gueze nobleman. I mult acknowledge, that not- 
withſtanding my promiſe to Melchior, I made my- 
ſelf a little merry at the expence of his grace. But 
the moſt diverting part of the ſcene was, that Laura, 
who, imagining I invented a ſtory in imitation of 
her, burſt out into loud fits of laughter, which ſhe 
would probably have ſpared, had ſhe known that 
did not diſſemble. | | 

Having related the whole ſtory, which I finiſhed 
with the lodging I had hired, I was informed that 
dinner was on the table; I would then have retired 
in order to go and dine at my eating-houſe; but 
Laura, Ropping me, ſaid, What do you mean, 

brother! you ſhall dine with me: and I will” 
< not even ſuffer you to live any longer in a hired 
„ room; for I intend you ſhall lodge and board in 
© my houſe. Order your baggage to be brought 
e hither this evening; I have a bed to ſpare.” 

The Portugueze nobleman, who, perhaps, was 
not highly pleated with this hoſpitality, addreſſing 
himielt to Laura, faid, No, Eftella, you have no 
„ apartments ſufficiently commodious for him in 
* theſe lodgings. Your brother ſeems to be a 
pretty young fellow; and the advantage he has 
in being ſo dear to you, intereſts me much in his 
% favour. I will take him into my ſervice : he 
& ſhall be my Aecretary, and chief confident. Let 
him come and ſleep at my houſe this very night; 
and 
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& and I will order an apartment to be prepared for 
« him. . I will allow him an annual ſalary of four 
* hundred ducats, and if afterwards, I have cauſe, 
* (as I hope I ſhall,) to be ſatished with his beha- 
„ yiour, I will put him in a condition to conſole 
&* himſelf for having been too fincere with the arch- 
&« biſhop.” *_ 
The acknowledgements which I made to the 
Marquis at this juncture, were followed by thoſe of 
Laura, who improved upon mine. He then ſa- 
luted his theatrical princeſs, and went away. She 
led me immediately into her cloſet, where, ſeeing 
herſelf alone with me, „I thould burſt, ſaid ſhe, 
* if I was obliged to reſiſt any longer the inclina- 
« tjon I have to laugh.” Then throwing herſelf 
into an eaſy chair, and holding her ſides, ſhe laughed 
as immoderately, as if ſhe had loft her ſenſes. I 
found it impoſſible not to follow her example, and 
when we had ſufficiently indulged ourſelves, * Con- 
« fefs, Gil Blas, ſaid ſhe, that we have acted a plea- 
* ſant comedy: but I did not expect ſuch a cataſ- 
„ trophe; my intention being no other than to 
* provide for you a table and lodging in my houſe; 
* which that I might offer with decency, | made 
« thee paſs for my brother. I am delighted that 
„ ſuch an excellent. poſt has occurred to thee by 
« accident, The Marquis de Marialva is a gene- 
© rous nobleman, who will even exceed his pro- 
« miſe in thy favour. I here are ſome, added the, 
** who might not, perhaps, have given ſo gracious 
a reception to one who quits his friends without 
bidding them farewel : but I am one of thoſe 
Kind creatures, who cannot help ſeeing with plea- 
«© ſure, a rogue whom they have once loved.“ 1 
candidly acknowledged my ungentee] behaviour, 
for which I entreated pardon. She then conducted 
me into a very handſome dining-room, where we 
fat down to table, and as a waiting-woman and 
| G 2 lacquey 
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lacquey were preſent, we behaved to each other like ; 


brother and ſiſter. 3 

Having dined, we returned to the cloſet, where 
we had converſed together before. There my in- 
comparable Laura, giving a looſe to all her natural 
gaiety, demanded àn account of all my adventures 
lince our ſeparation. I faithfully recited the whole; 
and when J had gratified her curioſity, ſhe gave 
me the ſame ſatisfaction, in recounting her own 
hiſtory in the following terms. 


C HAP. VII. 
The hifliry of Laura, 


Shall relate to thee as ſuccinctly as I can, by 

7 what accident I embraced the profeſſion of a 
player. 
Great events happened after you left me in ſuch 
an honourable manner. My miſtreſs, Arſenia, ra- 
ther weary than diſguſted with the world, renoun- 


ced the ſtage, and took me with her to a fine eſtate 


which ſhe had purchaſed near Zamora with the 
price of her favours. In this city we ſoon contract- 
ed an acquaintance, and going frequently thither 
to paſs a day or two we came back again, and ſhut 
ourſelves up in our caſtle.” _ 1 

In one of theſe little journies, Don Felix Mal- 
donado, the corregidor's only fon, ſaw me by ac- 


cident, and happening to be pleaſed with my ap-e + 


pearance, ſought an opportunity of ſpeaking with 
me in private, which, that I may conceal nothing 
from thee, I own, was facilitated by myſelf. He 
was a cavalier, under twenty years of age, beautiful 
as Love himſelf, a mere pattern in ſhape, and till 
more engaging by his gallant and generous beba- 
viour, than by his perſon : for he made me an offer 
of a large brilliant which he had on his finger, 
with ſo excellent a grace, and ſuch preſſing intrea- 

ties, 


GIL BLAS. «41 
ties, that I could not for my ſoul refuſe it. You 
may imagine that I did not poſſeſs ſuch an amia- 
ble gallant with indifference. Bur how imprudent 
is it in abigails, to attach themſelves to the young 
heirs of perſons in authority ! His father, the moit 
ſevere of all corregidors, being informed of our. 
connexion, made haſte to prevent the conſequences 
of it, and ordered me to be apprehended by a troop 


of alguazils, who-carried me, regardleſs of my cries, 


to the hoſpital * of compaſſion. There, without any 
other form of proceſs, the ſuperior ordered me to be 
ſtript of my ring and apparel, and cloathed with 


along —. of grey ſerge, girded about me with a 


ſtrap of black leather, from whence a roſary of large 
beads hung down to my heels. I was then con- 
ducted into an hall, where I found an old monk 
of what order I knew not, who began to preach - 
er to me, much in the ſame manner as 

ame Leonarda exhorted thee to patienee, in the 
cavern. He told me that I was under great 
obligations to thoſe who cauſed me to be contined 
in that place, for they had done me infinite fervice, 
in reſcuing me from the ſnares of the devil. I will 
frankly acknowledge my ingratitude; ſo far from 
thinking myſelf beholden to thoſe who had done 
me'that good office, I loaded them with impreca- 
tions. 

I paſſed eight days in afflifting myſelf; but on 
the ninth (for I counted the very minutes) my fate 


ſeemed to bear another aſpect. Croſſing a ſmall 


court I met the ſteward of our houſe, a perſon who 
governed with unlimited ſway ; the ſuperior hericlf 


was under his command: and he rendered an ac 


'caunt of his ſtewardſhip to none but the corregidor, 


on whom alone he depended, and whoſe entire 
confidence he enjoyed. His name was Pedro Zen- 


In other words, the houſe of correction 
3 dono; 
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dono ; he was born in the town of Selleſdon in 
Biſcay. He was a tall, pale, meagre fellow, whoſe 
figure would have ſerved as an excellent pattern 
for the picture of a conſummate villain, He hardly 
ſeemed to look at the liſters ; and thou haſt never 
beheld ſuch an hypocritical face though thou haſt 
lived in an archbiſhop's palace. | 

Well, as I have already obſerved, I met this Sig- 
nior Zendono, who ſtopt me, ſaying, © Daughter, 
& be comforted, I am grieved at thy misfortune.” 
He ſaid no more, but proceeded on his buſineſs, lea- 
ving me to make what commentaries I pleaſed 
on ſuch a laconic text. As I believed him to be 
.a worthy man. I innocently concluded, that he had 
taken the trouble of examining into the cauſe of 
my. confinement, and finding me not ſufficiently 
guury to deſerve ſuch unworthy treatment, was re- 
olved to do me a good office with the corregidor. 
I was, however, but little acquainted with the Biſ- 
cayan, for he had very different intentions. He 
then reſolved in his mind, the ſcheme of a journey, 
which he imparted to me, a few days after. M 
dear Laura, ſaid he, I am ſo much affected wit 
your ſufferings, that J am determined to put an 
send to them immediately. In ſo doing, I know 
< I ſhallembrace my own deſtruction; but I am 
* no longer maſter of myſelf. I intend to take you 
* out of priſon to-morrow, and conduct you in 
« perſon to Madrid; being firmly reſolved to ſa- 
* crifice every thing to the plcaſure of being your 
« deliverer,” 

I was ready to ſwoon with joy, at theſe words of 
Zendono, who judging, by my acknowledgments, 
that I longed for nothing ſo much as liberty, had 
the impudence to carry me off the next day, in ſight 
of every body, by the following ſtratagem. He 
told the ſuperior, that he h. d orders to conduct me 


to the corregidor, who was at a pleaſure houſe 
two 
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two leagues from town; and, with the utmoſt af- 
ſurance, made me accompany him in a poſt-chaiſe, 
drawn by two good mules, which he had bought 
for that purpoſe, and attended by no other ſervants 
than a valet, who conducted the chaiſe, and was 
entirely devoted to the ſteward. We ſet out not for 
Madrid, as I imagined, but towards the frontiers 
of Portugal, where we arrived, before the corregi- 
dor of Zamora could get intelligence of our flight, 
and fend the beagles of juſtice in purſuit of us. 


Before we entered Braganza, the Bifcayan made 


me put on the habit of a cavalier, which he bad the 
precaution to provide; and now looking upon me 
as fairly embarked with him, ſaid to me, at the 
inn where we lodged, © Beautiful Laura, be not 


cc 
ee 
cc 


* 


offended with me, for bringing you into Portu- 
gal: for, the corregidor of Zamora will make 
ſearch for us in eur native county, as two crimi- 
nals to whom Spain ought not to afford a retreat, 
But, added he, we can ſhelter ourſelves from his 
reſentment in this foreign kingdom, thyuch it is 
now under the dominion of the Spaniſh monar- 
chy. Here we ſhall, at leaſt, be more ſecure 
than in our own country. Follow, theretore, 
a man who adores you; and let us reſide at Co- 
imbra, where I will become a fpy for the holy 
office, and, ſafe under che ſhade of that formi- 
dable tribunal, our days will ſmoothly glide in 
eaſe and pleaſure.” 

Such a propoſal gave me to underſtand, that I 


had to do with a cavalicr, who did not chuſe to 
redreſs the grievances of damſels, merely for the 
glory of knight-errantry. I perceived that he de- 
pended a good deal upon 'my gratitude, and ſtill 
more upon my diſtreſs. But though theſe two 
conſiderations pleaded in his behalf, J rejected his 
propoſal with diſdain. Indeed, I had two ſtrong: 


reaſons for ſhewing myſelf ſo reſerved: I diſliked 


his 
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his perſon, and diſtruſted his circumſtances. But, 
when returning to the charge, he offered to marry 
me, as a preliminary, and ſhewed me that his ſtew- 
ard{hip had put him in a condition to enjoy him- 
felf for a long time ; I will not deny that I began 
to liſten to his addreſſes. I was dazzled by the 
old and jewels which he fpread before me, and 
Bund. by experience, that as many metamorphoſes 
are made by intereſt as love. My Biſcayan became 
gradually, quite another creature in my eyes; his 
tall, withered carcaſe aſſumed the form of a genteel 
ſhape z his pale complexion ſeemed agreeably fair; 
and I gave a favourable appellation to his hypocri- 
tical look. I then accepted his hand, without re- 
luctance, in the face of heaven, which he called to 
witneſs our engagement. After this, he ſuffered no 
contridiction on my part; we again proceeded on 
our travels, and, in a ſhort time, Coimbra beheld a 
new family within-1ts walls. | | 
My huſband brought me ſome handſome cloaths, 
adapted to my own ſex, and preſented me with ſe- 
veral diamonds, among which | recollected that of 
Don Felix Malaonado. After this, I could eaſily 
conceive, how all the jewels I had ſcen were acqui- 
red, and that I had not married a icrupulous ob- 
ferver of the ſeventh article of the deca gue. But, 
conſidering myſelf as the firſt cauſe of his dexterity, 
I forgave him in my heart: for a weman will ex- 
cuſe even the diſhoneſt actions which her beauty 
prompts the men to commit; otherwite, I ſhould 
have thought him a moſt ezecrable villain, | 
I was pretty well ſatisfied with him for two or 
three months, during which time, he behaved in a 
allant manner, and ſeemed to love me with great 
tenderneſs : but theſe marks of affection were only 
falſe appearances; for the villain cheated me at 
laſt. One morning, on my return from maſs, I 
found nothing at home but the bare walls: the 
| whole 
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whole furniture, with all my baggage, was carned 
off: Zendono, and his faithful valet, had concert- 
ed their meaſures fo effectually, that in lets than an 
hour, the general pillage of the houſe had been be- 
un and finiſhed in fuch a manner, that with the 
cloaths only which | had on my back, and the ring 
of Don Felix, which was luckily on my finger, I 
ſaw myſelf abandoned by an ungrateful wretch, 
like another Ariadne. But, aſſure thee, I did not 
amuſe myielf with making elegies on my misfor- 
tunes, I rather. thanked heaven tor having deliver- 
ed me from ſuch a. wretch, who. would certainly, 
ſooner or later fall into the hands of juſtice ; and 
looked upon the days we had ſpent together, as ſo 
much loſt time, for which I intended ſpecdily to 
make myſelf amends. Had I been deſirous of con- 
tinuing in Portugal, and attaching myſelf ro ſome 
lady of faſhion, I ſhould not have wanted a place; 
but, whether J loved my own country, or was in- 
fluenced by the force of deſtiny, which prepared a 
better fortune for me here, I was determined to re- 
turn to Spain: I applied to a jeweller who gave me 
ready caſh for my ring, and ſet out with an old 
Spaniſh lady who was going in a chaiſe to eville. 
This lady, whoſe name was Dorothea, had been 
to viſit one of her relations who was ſettled at Co- 
imbra, and was on her return to Seville, where the 
lived, There'was ſuch a ſympathy between her 
diſpoſition and mine, that we became intimate 
friends the very firſt day of our journey: and our 
mutual affection grew ſo ſtrong on the road, that, 
on our arrival, the lady would not ſuffer me to 
lodge any where but in her houſe. I had no rea- 
ſon to repent of my acquaintance, for | never knew 
2 woman of a better character; and it was ſtill ob- 
ſervable by her features, and the ſparkling of her 
eyes, that in her youth many a guittarre had been 
thrummed on her account: indeed, the was the — 
Vol. II. H Wi- 
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widow of ſeveral noble huſbands, and lived in a 
ſplendid manner on the -jointures which ſhe en- 
joyed. | 

Among other excellent qualities, ſhe had that of 
being yery compaſſionate to unfortunate young wo- 


men. When I imparted to her my own ſtory, ſhe 


entered ſo warmly into my intereſts that ſhe beſtow- 
ed a thouſand curſes upon Zendono. What mon- 


e ſters theſe men are! ſaid ſhe, (in a tone that made 


eme gueſs ſhe had ſome time or other met with a 
<« ſteward) perfidious wretches ! I know there are 
* ſuch villains in the world, who divert themſelves 
e in-deceiving women. It affords me pleaſure, my 


« dear child, added ſhe, that according to your re- 


& lation, you are no longer bound to that perjured 
e Biſcayan : if your marriage with him was ſer- 
« yiceable in order to ſecure your reputation: yet 
« by way of recompence, it is allo bad enough 
** to permit you to contract a better, whenever you 
“can find an opportunity.” 

T went abroad every day with: Dorothea, . either 


to church, or to viſit ; and this being the method 


to meet with ſome adventure ſoon, I attracted the 
notice of ſeveral cavaliers, who, in order to ſound 
the buſineſs, made inrereſt with my old landlady : 
but ſome were unable to make a good ſettlement, 
and. others were {till minors ; ſo that I had not the 
leaſt deſire of liſtening to any of them. One day 
Dorothea and I agreed to fee a play at Seville * 


and upon conſulting the bill we found! that the 


players intended to perform, La famoſa comedia, el 
embaxador de Si-miſmo, compoſed by Lope de Ve- 
ga Carpio. . Saget | 


Seville is ſituated on the Gyadalaquivir, and is the capital 
of Andalouſia, and, next to Madrid, the richeſt city in Spain, 
It is the ſeat of an univerſity, archbiſhop, inquiſition and 
Mint. | 
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Among the actreſſes who appeared on the ſtage® 
I diſcovered my old friend Phenicia, that jolly 
ſprightly wench whom thou haſt ſeen when ſhe was 
waiting-maid to Florimonda, and with whom thou 
haſt ſometimes ſupped at Arſenia's houſe. I knew 
that ſhe had not been in Madrid for two years be- 
fore, but knew not that ſhe was become an actreſs. 
Having an eager deſire of embracing her, I found 
the piece very tedious : but this might be occaſion- 
ed by the actors, who played either too ill or too 
well to yield me amuſement ; for as to myſelf, who 
am a merry creature, I own myſelf as much di- 
verted by a player who is perfectly ridiculous, as 
by one who 1s extremely excellent. 

At length the long expected moment arrived, 
that is, the end of La famoſa comedia; and my wi- 
dow and | went behind the ſcenes, where we perceiv- 
ed Phenicia acting the coquet, and liſtening with af- 
fectation to the ſoft warbling of a young bird, 
which, it ſeems, had allowed itſelf to be enſnared 
by her declamation. She no ſooner obſerved me, 
than quitting her admirer with a courteous air, ſhe 
came to me with open arms, and loaded me with 
careſſes. We expreſſed our mutual joy in ſeeing 
each other again ; but the time and place not pers 
mitting us to engage in a long converſation, we de- 
fered it till the next day, when we might converſe 
together more fully at her lodgings. 

The deſire of talking is one of the ſtrongeſt paſ- 
ſions of women: I could not cloſe an eye the whole 
night, ſo much did I long to engage Phenicia, and 
worry her with queſtions upon queſtions. Heaven 
knows, I was not lazy in getting up to repair to her 
lodging, according to the direction ſhe had given 
me. She lived with the whole company, in a large 

hired houſe; where, when | entered, I met a maid- 
ſervant, who, when J deſired her to conduct me to 
Phenicia's apartment, 1 me up to a gallery, 
2 on 
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on one fide of which were ten or twelve ſmall cham- 
bers, divided from each other by partitions of deal 
boards only, and poſſeſſed by the joyous band. 
My conductor knocked at a door, which Pheni- 
cia, whole tongue loved employment as well as 
mine, came and opened. Scarce did we allow 
ourſelves time to fit, before we began to chatter, 
We had a ſevere attack, and uttered in our turns fo 
many interrogations, that the queſtions and replies 
ſucceeded each other with ſurpriſing volubility. 
After having related our — adventures, and 
reciprocally explained the ſituation of our affairs, 
Phenicia aſked me what I intended to do: I anſwer- 
ed, that I was reſolved, till iomething better ſhould 
preſent itſelf, to enter into the ſervice of ſome young 
lady of quality. O fye! ſaid my friend, you 
ſurely joke! Is it poſſible, my dear, that thou art 
not yet diſguſted with ſervitude? Art thou not 
wearied with ſeeing thyſelf ſubjected to another's 
will, with humouring the caprices of a miſtreſs, 
with hearing thyſelf reproached, and, in one word, 
with being an abject ſlave? Why wilt thou not 
follow my example, and embrace a theatrical life? 
Nothing can be more convenient for people of ſpi- 
rit who have neither birth nor fortune; it is a ſitua- 
tion chat holds the middle place between the nobi- 
Jity and citizens; an unreſtricted condition, free 
from that decorum which is ſo troubleſome to ſo- 
ciety. Our revenues are paid in ready caſh by the 
public, which is our bank; we live a life of gaiety, 
and ſpend our money as we get it. 

The ſtage, added ſhe, is particularly favourable 
to women; during the time | lived with Florimon- 
da, (I bluſh at the remembrance of it) I was redu- 
*ced to the neceſſity of liſtening to the candle-ſnuffers 
of the prince's company: not a man of faſhion paid 
the leaſt attention to my figure, And why did it 
happen thus? I was not ſeen: the fineſt * 
4 5 as 
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has not its effect, except in a particular light; but 
ſince I have been placed on my proper pedeſtal, 
that is on the ſtage, heavens what a change! I ſee 
at my feet the gayeſt youth of all the towns 
through which we paſs. An actreſs, therefore, en- 
joys infinite pleaſure in her occupation: if ſhe is 
prudent, I mean if ſhe favours only one gallant at 
a time, ſhe has all the honour imaginable paid to 
her, her chaſtity is applauded, and when ſhe chan- 
ges her lover, ſhe is looked upon as a real widow, 
who has a right to marry a ſecond huſband z nay, 
if a widow takes a third, ſhe is ſpoken of with con- 
tempt, and ſaid to have infringed the delicacy of 
her ſex : but the actreſs ſeems to be more and more 
regarded, in proportion to the increaſe of her ad- 
mirers. After ſhe has gone through an hundred 
intrigues, ſhe is {till a delicate morſe] for a noble- 
man.“ | 
« To whom, ſaid I, do you talk in this manner? 
<« Do you ſuppoſe that J am ignorant of theſe ad- 
vantages? I have often reflected on them, and they 
but too much flatter the imagination of a girl of 
„my diſpoſition : | even feel an inclination tor the 
*« ſtage ; but that alone is not ſufficient; talent is ab- 
e ſolutely neceſſary, and that I am deficient in: 
« for when I ſometimes attempted to repeat paſ- 
« ſages of plays before Arſenia, the always found 
fault with my performance; ſo that I was dif- 
« ouſted at the profeſſion.” © Thou art eaſily diſ- 
« couraged, replied Phenicia ; doſt thou not know 
„that thoſe great actreſſes are generally jea- 
« lous? They are afraid, in ſpite of all their vani- 
« ty, of being eclipſed. In ſhort, I will not takg 
„ Arſenia's word for thy incapacity ; for ſhe was, 
« certainly, inſincere: nay, I aſſure thee, with- 
“out flattery, that thou art born for the theatre; 
t thou haſt genius, an eaſy and graceful carriage, 
A melodious voice, a fine neck, and withal a 
| face! 
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& face] Ah thou baggage, how many cavaliers wilt 
thou allure if thou ſhouldſt commence actreſs.” 

_ She- proceeded in the fame ſeducing ſtile, and 
made me pronounce ſome verſes, that I mytelf might 
judge of my capacity for acting: hut when ſhe heard 
me, it was quite another cale ; ſhe overwhelmed 
me with applauſe, and preferred me to all the ac- 
treſſes in Madrid, After this I ſhould have been 
inexcuſable had I doubted my own merit. Arſe- 
nia ſtood impeached, and convicted of envy and in- 
fincerity ; and I could not help admitting that 1 
was an admirable ſubject. Two actors who hap- 
pened at that inſtant to come in, before whom 
Phenicia obliged me to repeat the verſes which 
I had already recited to her, were ſeized with a kind 
of extacy ; from which they no ſooner recovered, 
than they loaded me-with commendation. In good 
earneſt, if the three had wagered with each other 
which of them ſhould applaud me moſt, they could 
not have employed more hyperbolical expreſſions, 
My modeſty was not proof againſt ſuch elogiums : 
I began to believe that I had fome merit, and from 
that inſtant my thoughts were turned towards the 


« Come on then, my dear, ſaid I to Phenicia, the 
* affair is determined; I will follow thy advice, 
« and enter into the company, if they think proper 
to admit me.” My friend, tranſported with joy 
at theſe words, hugged me in her arms; and her 
two-comrades ſeemed equally delighted to find-me 
in theſe ſenttments. We agreed, that the next day 
1 ſhould repair to the theatre in the morning, and 
before the whole company aſſembled, ſhew the ſame 
ſample of my talent that I had exhibited to them. 
If 1 had acquired the good opinion of thoſe who 
were at Phenicia's lodgings, all the actors judged 
of me much-more favourably when I had pronoun- 
ced about twenty verſes in their preſence. They 
Wil- 
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willingly received me into their company; and then 
] was wholly engroſſed by my firſt appearance, 
which that | might render as gay as poſſible, I em- 
ployed upon it all the money that remained from the 
tale of my ring: and though I had not ſufficient to 
make a tuperb figure, I at leaſt found means to 
ſupply the want of magnificence, by the taſte in 
which I diſplayed my drels. 

At length I appeared on the ſtage, for the firſt 
time; and then what thundering applauſe, what elo- 
giums was I favoured with! it is downright modeſty, 
my friend, to ſay ſimply that I raviſhed the audience; 
you mult have been witneſs of the noiſe I made at 
Seville, to be able to form any idea of it. I be- 
came the diſcourſe of the whole city, which, during 
the ſpace of three weeks, came in crowds to the 
playhouſe in ſuch a manner, that the company, by 
this novelty, recalled the public, which had begun 
to deſert them. I began then in a manner that 
charmed all the world; and this was the ſame 
thing as if I had advertiſed myſelf to be let to 
the higheſt bidder. Twenty cavaliers of different 
ages, outvied each other in their offers to me; and 
if | had followed my own inclination, I would have 
choſen him who was young and handſome : but 
people of our ſtamp ſhould conſult nothing but 
their intereſt and ambition, when a ſettlement is 
depending. For this reaſon Don Ambroſio de Ni- 
ſana, a man already old and ugly, but rich, gene- 
rous, and one of the moſt conſiderable noblemen 
of Andaluſia, had the preference. It is true, indeed, 
that I made him purchale my favours at a good 
price; he hired for me a ſpacious houſe, which he 
turniſhed in a very magnificent manner, gave me 
an accompliſhed cook, -two lacquies, a chamber- 
maid, and a thouſand ducats for my monthly ex- 
— beſides varicty of rich cloaths, and a pretty 
a 


rge quantity of jewels. 
S | | What, 
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What a change of ſituation was this! My reaſon 
could not ſupport it: I appeared to myſelf all of a 
ſudden quite another perſon; and Jam not in the leaſt 
ſurpriſed, that there are girls who preſently forget 
the meanneſs and miſery, from which they are reſcu- 
ed by the caprice of a man of quality. Iwill make 
an ingenuous confeſſion; the applauſe of the pub- 
lic, the flattering language that I heard from all 
quarters, and the paſſion of Don Ambroſio, in- 
tpired me with ſentiments of vanity that amounted 
to mere extravagance. I confidered my talent as 
a noble title; 1 aſſumed the airs of a woman of 
quality; and, becoming as covetous of my ſmiles 
as I had before been prodigal, reſolved to limit 
= proſpect to dukes, counts, and marquiſſes 
only. | 
. de Niſana came every evening to ſup at 
my houſe with ſome of his friends; and took care 
to invite the moſt engaging of our actreſſes: ſo that 
we uſually ſpent the beſt part of the night in drink- 
ing and merriment. I accommodated myſelf migh- 
ty well to ſuch an agreeable life, which, however, 
faſted only fix months. Noblemen are given to 
change, otherwiſe they would be too amiable. Don 
Ambroſia forſook me, for a young creature from 
Grenada, who had arrived at Seville with ſome 
charms, and the talent of diſpoſing them to the beſt 
advantage. My affliction, however, at his incon- 
ftancy, did not laſt more than four and twenty 
hours. I choſe in his room a cavalier of two and 
twenty, called Don Lewis d' Alcacer, to whom, in 
point of perſon, few Spaniards could be compared. 
Thou wilt perhaps aſk, and thou haſt reaſon ſa 
to do, why I took ſo young a nobleman for my gal- 
lant, when I knew the conſequences of ſuch a 
choice. But Don Lewjs had neither father nor mo- 
ther, and already enjoyed his eſtate; and I muſt 


tell thee, that theſe conſequences are not to be 
| dread- 
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the effects Which Sur charms produce. So much 
the _worle for \thoſe' families whoſe heirs we pil» 
Werte XII. L. SOT 


es and I were ſo ſtrongly attached to each 
other that no'mutiial paſſion, I believe, ever equal- 
led that with which we” were inflamed. -We loved 
with fo much fury, that one would have imagined 
we were both enchanted: and thoſe who were un- 
acquainted with our "connexion; believed us the 
kuppieſt lovers im the world; thaugh we were, in 
reality, the moſt miſerable. If Don Lewis had a 
perſon altogether amiable,” he was at the ſame time 
ſo jealous, that he tormented me inceſſantly with 
| utyuft fuſpicions. It was in vain for me to accom-- 
modate myſelf to this weakneſs; to conſtrain my- 
ſelf ſo far as not to look upon a man. His jealou- 
iy, ingenious in finding out crimes to charge me 
with, rendered” my caution entirely uſeleſs. Our. 
moſt tender moments were always diſturbed by 
quarrels, which it was impoſſible to endure. We 
both loſt our patience; and we parted in a friendly 
manner. Would'ſt thou believe it? we looked 
upon the laſt day as the moſt charming of our 
commerce. Equally fatigued with the troubles | 
we had ace =o] we expreſſed. the utmot joy in Y 
our mutual adieu. We were like two miſerable - 
captives, who, after a ſevere ſlavery, are at laſt re 
ſtared to liberty 
Since that adventure, I am always on my guard 
againſt love. I will not again contract attachments 
that may diſturb my repoſe ; it does not become 
thoſe of our profeſſion to gh "Ike other people; 
and we ought not to entertain in private, a paſſion 


o 


which we ridicule in public. 
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About this time I afforded ſome employment te 
fame, which reported every where, that I was an 
inimitable actreſs. On the aſſurance of this god- 
deſs, the players of Grenada wrote to me, requeſt- 
ing me to enter into their company; and to con- 
vince me that the propoſal was not to be rejected, 
ſent. me an account of their daily expence, and the 
terms of their offer : from which I N that 
it would be for my intereſt to comply. I therefore 
accepted it; though, I confeſs, I was grieved at 
parting from Phenicia and Dorothea, whom 1 Iov- 
as much as one woman is capable of loving 
others of her ſex. I left the firſt buſy in melting 
the plate of a little goldſmith, who, out of vanity, 
would haye an actreſs for his miſtreſs. I forgot ta 
obſerve that when I devoted myſelf to the ſtage, 
I changed, through caprice, my name from Laura 
into that of Eſtella, under which appellation I ſet 
out for Grenada. 54.85 
Here my firſt apppearance was no leſs fortunate 
than at Seville, and I ſaw myſelf at once ſurrounded 
by admirers; bur. being reſolved to favour none ex- 
cept in an honourable way, I behaved to them wich 
ſo much reſerve, that they were awed by my af · 
jected modeſty, Nevertheleſs, that I might not be 
the dupe of a conduct that would be of no ſervice, 
2nd which indeed. was not natural to me, I was go- 
ing to liſten to a young judge. of the citizen race, 
who aſſumes the nobleman by virtue of his offi 
a ſumptuous table, and rich equipage, when 
ſaw for the firſt time, the marquis de Mirialva. 
This Portugueze nobleman, who was travelling 
through Spain out of curioſity, ſtepped on his way 
at Grenada; and coming to the Play one night 
when I did not perfogm, obſerved with great at- 
tention the actreſſes, who preſented themſelves, and 
found one that pleaſed him. He made anacquaintance 
with her the very next day, and was ready to — 
3 | clude 
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clude the bargain, when I appeared upon the ſtage. 
My figure, and the airs I gave myſelf, ſuddenly turned 
the weathercock; and myPortugueſe attached himſelf 
entirely to me. To acknowledge the truth, as J 
was not ignorant that my companion had pleaſed 
that nobleman, I ſpared nothing to deprive her af 
her conqueſt; and I had the good fortune to ac- 
compliſh it. I am ſenſible that ſhe bears me a grudge 
for my ſucceſs, but I could not avoid doing it; 
and ſhe ought to conſider it is a thing ſo natural to 
women, that the moſt intimate friends make no 
ſcruple of practiſing it upon each other. 


CHAP, VIII. 


Of the reception which Gil Blas met with from the comedians of 
Grenada, and his finding an old acquaintance behind the 
ſcenes. | 


than an old actreſs who lived in the neig 
urhood, came to take her up in her way to the 
play-houſe. This venerable ſtage-heroine was fine- 
y adapted for fr the part of the goddeſs 
Cotys. My ſiſter did not fail to preſent her bro- 
ther to this ſuperannuated figure; upon which a 

great many compliments paſſed on both ſides. 
l left them together, telling the ſteward's widow, 
that I would rejoin her at the theatre, as ſoon as I 
ordered my baggage to be carried to the marquis of 
Marialva's houſe, to which he gave me a direction. 
I went immediately to my own room; from whence, 
after having ſatisfied my landlady, I repaired with 
a man who carried my portmanteau, to a large 
furniſhed houſe where my new maſter lodged. I 
met his ſteward at the door, who aſked me if I 
was not dame Eſtella's brother; and upon my an- 
12 ſwering 


Lis: R A had no ſooner finiſhed her hiſtory, 
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ſwering in the affirmative, ſaid, * Signior cavaher 
your moſt humble ſervant : the marquis of Mi- 
rialva whoſe ſteward” J have the honour to be, 
ie has ordered me to give you a handſome reception. 
„There is an apartment prepared for you; to 
« which, if you pleaſe, I wil conduct you.“ He 
then ſhewed me up to the top of the houſe, and into 
fo ſmall a chamber, that a very narrow bed, a cheſt, 
and two chairs entirely filled it. This was my apart- 
ment. Tou will not, ſaid my guide, be very 
much at large in this place; but to make you 
e amends, you ſhall be lodged in a ſuperb manner 
at Liſbon,” I locked my portmanteau in my 
cheſt, put the key in my pocket, and aſked at what 
hour they ſupped: I was informed that the Por- 
tugueſe nobleman kept no table at home, but 
monthly gave a certain ſum to each domeſtic for 
his board. I aſked him ſeveral other queſtions, and 
learned, that the people belonging to the marquis 
were a parcel of happy ſluggards. After a ſhort 
converſation, I left the ſteward, to go in queſt of 
Laura, agreeably*engrofſed with the preſage I had 


conceived of my new ſituation. 
As ſoon as J arrive at the play-houſe-door, and 
ſaid I was I ftclla's brother, I was immediately ad- 
mitted. You might have ſeen the guards as afli- 
duous in making a paſſage for me, as if I had been 
one of the moſt confiderable noblemen of Grenada. 
All the ſervants and door-keepers whom I met, 
| bowed reſpectfully to me. But, what I with I could 
deſcribe to the reader, was my ſerio-comical recep- 
tion behind the ſcenes, where 1 found the company 
all drefſed, and ready to begin. The actors and 
actreſſes to whom Laura preſented me, poured up- 
on me in ſhoals. The men overwhelmed me with 
embraces ; and the women, in their turns, applying 
their painted faces to mine, covered it all over 
- with white and red. Each being deſtrous of being 
1 7 * the 


the firſt to make their compliment, they ſpoke all 
together; it was impoſſible for one perſon to an- 
ſwer them; but my ſiſter came to my aſſiſtance, 
and her indefatigable tongue, did not leave me long 
in debt to any of them. | | 
The embraces of the actors and actreſſes did not 
ſuffice; for 1 was alſo obliged to undergo the civi- 
lities of the ſcene-painter, the gentlemen of the 
band of muſic, the prompter, candle-ſnuffer, and 
his deputy ; in ſhort, of all the ſervants of the 
theatre, who, on the report of my arrival, came 
running to behold me. One would have imagined 
that all theſe people were foundlings, who had ne- 
ver ſeen a brother before. | 
In the mean time, the performance began; and 
ſome gentlemen, who were behind the ſcenes, ran 
to their places; while I, like a child of the houſe, 
continued to converſe with thoſe of the actors who 
were not on the ſtage. Among theſe, I heard 
one called by the name of Melchior: I was ſtruck 
with the name; I obſerved with attention the per- 
ſon who bore it, and imagined I had ſeen him ſome- 
where. At length I recollected him to be Mel-* 
chior Zapata, that poor ſtroller, who, as I have ob- 
ſerved in the firſt volume of my hiſtory, ſoaked in a 
ſpring ſome cruſts of bread.  _ 
Taking him aſide, ** I am miſtaken, ſaid I, if 
you are not that Signior Melchior, with whom I 
had the honour to breakfaſt one day, at the ſide of 
a clear ſpring between Valladolid and Segovia. 1 
was in company with a journeyman barber; we 
had ſome proviſions in a knapſack, which being ad- 
ded to yours, made up a pretty little repaſt, which 
was ſeaſoned with a thouſand agreeable fallies.” 
Zapata having muſed ſome minutes anſwered, * Tou 
mention a circumſtance which I recollect without 
difficulty: I was then returning to Zamora, 
{ from having made an uaſucceſsful attempt on 
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the ſtage at Madrid: I remember too that I way 
in very indifferent circumſtances.” © I remem- 
ber the ſame thing, ſaid I, by this token, that you 
« wore a jacket lined with play-bills. You ſee I 
have not forgot it, any more than that you com- 
* plained at that time of having too chaſte a wife.“ 
« Oh! I have no cauſe to complain of that, at pre- 
te preſent, replied Zapata, with ſome 2 ; 
„ egad! my ſpouſe is very much reformed in that 
particular; and therefore my jacket is better li- 
& ned than formerly.“ | 
I was going to congratulate him on his wife's re- 
formation, when he was obliged to leave me, in 
order to appear upon the ſtage. Curious to know 
his wife, I made up to an actor, and deſired he 
would ſhew her to me. There ſhe is, ſaid he, 
te that is Narciſſa, the handſomeſt of our ladies, 
© your ſiſter excepted,” I immediately concluded 
that this muſt be the lady in favour of whom the 
marquis de Marialva had declared himſelf, before 
he had ſeen Eſtella, and my conjecture was true. 
When the play was over, I conducted. Laura to 
her lodging, where I perceived ſeveral cooks pre- 
ing a ſumptuous entertainment. © Thou mayſt 
* ſup here, ſaid ſhe.” I will not, indeed, ſaid I; 
* the marquis, perhaps, will chuſe to be alone with 
* you.” No! replied ſhe; he is to be here 
* with two of his friends, and one of our gentlemen; 
« and it is in thy own option to make a ſixth. 
© Thou knowelt that in the houſes of actreſſes, ſe- 
* cretaries have the privilege of eating with their 
& maſters,” * True, ſaid l, but it would be a little 
* too early for me to put myſelf on the footing 
« of a favourite ſecretary : I muſt firſt enjoy his 
confidence, before I can merit that honourable 
* privilege.” I then left her, and repaired to my 
eating-houle, which I intended to frequent every 
day, as my maſter kept no table at home. 
CHAP. 
1 F 
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Concerning an extraordinary man with whom ht ſuffed that even- 
ing: an account of what happened between them. - 


Obſerved in the hall, a kind of old monk cloath- 
ed in coarſe grey cloth, who was at ſupper alone 
in a corner. I ſat down, out of curioſity,. juſt 
polite to him, and ſaluted him very civilly ; and he 
ſhewed 47 — equally polite, My ſupper being 
brought, I began to diſpatch it with a good appe- 
tite z, and while I ate in ſilence, I frequently look-- 
ed at this perſon, whoſe eyes 1 found were always 
fixed on mine. Fatigued with his ſtubborn perie- 
verance in looking at me, I addreſſed, him in thee 
words: Father, have we ever ſeen each other be- 
fore? You obſerve me, as if I was not altogether 
66 unknown to you,” ewes £14 4) wr 1 
He. anſwered with great gravity, My reaſon 
« for fixing my eyes upon you, is to admire the 
« prodigious variety of adventures which are mark= 
« ed in the features of your face.” ] ſee, ſaid I. 
« (With an air of raillery) that your reverence deals 
ein metopoſcopy.” I may boaſt of poſſeſſing 
« that. art, replied the monk, and of having made 
& predictions, which have been verified: by the 
« eyent, - I am allo ſkalled in chiromancy, and will 
&« venture to lay, that my oracles are. infallible, 
« when I have compared the inſpection of the hand 
« with that iy the oy" N 
Though this old man had a ve acious 
Lee I thought him ſo 6 very could - 4 
elp laughing in his face. Inſtead of being offend- 
ed, he ſmiled at my rudeneſs, and uttered the fol- 
lowing words, after having caſt his eyes around the 
hall, to be aſſured that nobody liſtened ; I am not 
| | * ſur- 
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«ta — cavalier, to whom my converſation 5 


bottle two drops of his elixir, which rendered my 
wine more delicious than the beſt which is to be 
eee 
The me ſtrikes the imagination; and 
when once that is gained the judgment becomes 
_uſelefs. - Charmed with ſuch an excellent ſecret 
and perſuaded that he muſt be more than the devil 
who could find it out, I cried in a tranſport of ad- 
miration, O!] father, for heaven's ſake pardon 
me, if I took you at firſt for an old dotard; I 
© now do juſtice to your capacity, and need no more 
than I have already ſeen, to be convinced that 
& you could, if you. pleaſed, convert in an in- 


« ſtant, 
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& ſtant, a bar of iron into an ingot of gold. How 
% happy ſhould I be, could I poſſits ſuch an admi- 
e rable ſcience.” <** Heaven preſerve you from ſuch 
an acquiſition, ſaid the old man, heaving a pro- 
found ſigh. You know not, my ſon, what a fa- 
« tal ſecret you deſire. Inſtead of envying, rather 
e pity ine, for having beitowed ſuch indefarti- 
„ gable pains to make mylelt unhappy. I live 
in continual diſquiet. I am afraid of being diſ- 
covered, and that my labours will be rewarded 
« by perpetual impriſonment. In this apprehen- 
« ſion I lead a wandering life, diſguiſed ſometimes 
„like a prieſt or monk, and ſometimes like a pea- 
e ſanr or cavalier, Is it then an advantage to know 
te how to make gold at ſuch a 3 And are not 
e riches a real puniſhment for thoſe who cannot 
enjoy them in tranquility ?” 

This language appearing to me very ſenſible, 
I ſaid to the ſage, There is nothing like a quiet 
« life : you already give me a diſguſt to the philo- 
„ ſopher's ſtone ; and I will be content with Tearn- 
<« ing of you the future events of my life.” + With 
et all my heart, child, anſwered he, I have already 
e made my remarks on your features: let me now 
&* ſee your hand.“ I preſented it to him with a con- 
fidence that will not do me much honour in the opi- 
nion of many readers; and he, having examined it 
with great attention, exclaimed in a fit of enthuſi- 
aſm, Ah! what tranſitions from forrow to joy, 
ce and from joy to forrow | What capricious ſuc- 
« ceſſions of misfortune and proſperity ! But you 
* have already experienced theſe viciſſitudes. You 
* have not many more afflictions to undergo z and 
* 4 nobleman will confer upon you an agrecable 
« deſtiny, not ſubject to change.” 

After having aſſured me that, I might rely on 
this prediction, he took his leave, and went out of 
the cating-houſe, where I remained engroſſed with 

Vo... II. K the 
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the things which 1 had heard. I had no doubt but 
that the Marquis de Marialva was the nobleman in 
queſtion ; and conſequently, nothing ſeemed more 
probable than the accompliſhment of the oracle. 
But though I had not ſeen the leaſt appearance of 
probability, I ſhould have repoſed an entire belief 
in the pretended monk, ſo much authority had he 
acquired in my opinion by his elixir. In order that 
I might haſten the happineſs that was predicted to 
me, I reſolved to attach myſelf to the marquis more 
than 1 had done to any of my maſters ; and, having. 
formed this reſolution, I retired to our houſe in a 
tranſport of joy that I am unable to expreſs. Never 
did a woman leave a fortune-teller with more per- 
tet ſatisfaction, 


CH. A P. X. 


The tommiſten that the Marquis de Marialva gave to Gil Plat, 
and bow that faithful ſecretary acquitted himſelf of it. 


T HE marquis was not yet returned from his 
miſtreſs ; and I found his valets de chambre 
playing at primero in his apartment: expecting his 
return, I joined company with them, and we di- 
verted ourſelves till two o'clock in the morning, 
when our maſter arrived. He was a little ſurpri- 
ſed to ſee me, and ſaid, with a gracious air, which 
made me imagine that he returned very well ſatisfi- 
ed with his evening's pleaſure, * How, Gil Blas f 
% not yet a-bed ?“ I anſwered that 1 was willing. 
* to know what orders he had for me. 1 hall? 
< perhaps, reſumed he, give you a commiſſion to- 
* morrow morning; but it will then be time enough 
* to tell you the particulars, Mean while you may 
. * retire to reſt; and henceforth. remember, 2 
4% i 
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« diſpenſe with your attendance in the evening, hav- 
« ing occaſion for no body but my valets de 
« chambre.” | 

After this explanation, which afforded mea great 
deal of pleaſure, ſince it ſpared me a piece of ſub- 
jection which I ſhould have ſometimes felt in 
a very diſagreable manner, I left the marquis in his 
apartment, and retiring to my garret, went to bed 
but having no inclination to ſleep, I thought pro- 
per to follow the advice which Pythagoras gives us, 
of recollecting at night all that we have done in the 
day, in order to applaud our good actions and con- 
demn our had ones. 

did not find my conſcience clear enough to be 
ſatisfied with my conduct; but reproached myſelf 
with having ſupported the impoſture of Laura. In 
vain did I tuggeit, as an excuſe, that I could not 
in honour do any thing prejudicial to a girl, 
who had nothing in view but to do me a pleaſure; 
and that in ſome degree, I found myſelf under a 
neceſſity of being an accomplice in the cheat. Lit- 
tle ſatisfied with this apology, I anſwered, that 1 
ought not to have proceeded to ſuch lengths; and 
that I mult have a great ſhare of impudence to live 
with a nobleman, whoſe confidence ſo ill repaid. 
In ſhort, atter a ſevere examination, I concluded, 
that if I was not a rogue, I was not very far from 
it. 

From thence paſling to the conſequences, I re- 
preſented to myſelt, that I played a very high game, 
in deceiving a man of quality, who, for my ſins, 
would perhaps ſoon diſcover the impoſition, A 
reflection ſo judicious terrified me not a little; but 
the ideas of pleaſure and intereſt ſoon diſſipated m 
fear, Beſides, the prophecy of the man with the elixtt, 
would have been ſufficient to remove my doubts. I 
gave my ſelfup, theretore, to the molt agreeable ideas: 
1 formed new rules of arithmetic, to reckon within 

K 2 my- 
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myſelf the ſum to which my wages would amount 

at the end of ten years ſervice. To this I added the 
gratitications which I ſhould receive from my maſ- 
ter; and meuſuring them by his liberal diſpoſition, 
or rather by my own wiſhes, 1 had an intemperance 
of imagination, (it! may be allowed the expreſſion) 
which jet no bounds to my riches. I was gradual- 
ly lulled by fo much wealth, and fell aſleep in the 
very act of building caſtles in Spain. 

The next day I aroſe at eight o'clock in the morn- 
ing, to go and receive my patron's orders; but, as 
opened my door to go out, | was greatly furprited 
to ſce him appear betore mc all alone, in his night - 
cap and morning gown. © (11 Blas, ſaid he, laſt 
nut, when J left your ſiſten, t promiſed! to viſit 
« her this morning; but an attair of conſequence 
« hinders me from periorining my promi.e. Go, 
« and aflure her from inc, that I am very much 
„ mortfied at the diſappointment , and tell her, 1 
* ſhall certainly ſup witi: her in the evening. This 
* 1s not all, added he, (putting into my hand a 
s purſc with a ſmall ſhagreen box enriched with dia- 
* monds) carry this my picture to her, and keep 
this purſe of fifty pittoles, which I beſtow as a 
mark of the friendſhip I have already conceived 
for you.” I took the picture with one hand, and 
the purſe I ſo little deſerved with the other; run- 
ning inſtantly to Laura, ſaying in the excels of jay 
with which 1 was tranſported, “ Well! the predic- 
tion is viſibly accompliſhing. What a happy 
thing it is to be the brother of ſuch a handſome 
* and facetious girl? What a pity it is that there is 
not as much honour in it as there is profit and 
« hah” | WE. 

Laura, contrary to the cuſtom of people of her 
roma being uſed to riſe early, [ ſurpriſed her 

t her toilet; where, in expectation of the Portu- 
gueze, ſhe joincd to her natural beauty, all the 
» - N — E f ? p aux- 
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auxiliary charms that the art of coquetry could be. 
tow. © Amiable Eitella, ſaid I, thou ſeducer of 
« ſtrangers, I may now fit at table with my maſter, 
« fince he has honoured me with a commiſſion 
« which gives me that prerogative, and of which [ 
come to acquit myſelf. He cannot enjoy the 
« pleaſure of your company this morning, as he 
« propoted ; but for your conſolation he will ſup 
ce with you at night: and he has ſent you his pic- 
« ture, which to me ſeems a matter of ſtill greater 
% conſolation.” ; 

I then gave her the caſket, which, by the bright 
ſparkling of the diamonds that adorned it, infinite- 
ly gratitied her tight. She opened it, and ſhutting 
it again, after having obſerved the painting ſuperfi- 
cially, returned to the ſtones, whole beauty ſhe ex- 
tolled, faying with a ſmile, “ Thele are copies 
« which we women of the ſtage value more than 
« originals.” 

I then acquainted her, that the generous Portu- 
gueze, when he entruſted me with the — had 
gratiſied me with a purſe of fifty piſtoles. I con- 
de oratulate thee, ſaid ſhe, upon thy good fortune, 
% This nobleman begins where others very ſeldom 
end.“ * To you, my dear creature, replied I, I 
« am indebted for this preſent : the marquis be- 
„ ſtowed it on me ſolely upon account of my be- 
&« ing your brother.” * I wiſh, replied ſhe, he 
« would give you as much every day; for I can- 
« not expreſs how dear thou art to me. The ver 
e firſt moment I beheld thee, I attached myſelf to 
te thee by a tic too ſtrong even for time to break. 
« When I loſt thee at Madrid, I did not deſpair of 
«* finding thee again; and yeſterday, when I ſaw 
« thee, received thee as a man whom fate had re. 
© ſtored to my arms. In ſhort, Gil Blas, heaven 
&* has deſtined us for each other; thou ſhalt be my 
« huſband ; but we muſt firſt enrich ourſelves. I 


want 
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<«« want to have two or three more intrigues to make 
ts thee perfectly eaſy for life.“ 

I politely thanked her for the trouble ſhe intend- 
ed to take on my account; and we inſenſibly en- 
gaged in a converſation that laſted till about noon. 
[ then retired to give an account to my maſter of 
the manner in which his preſent was received: and 
though Laura had given me no inſtructions on that 
ſubject, 1 did not fail, to compoſe by the way, a 
handſome compliment, which 1 intended to repeat 
in her name, But when I went home, I was in- 
formed that the marquis was gone out; and it was 
decreed that I thould tec him no more; as may be 
perceived in reading the tollowing chapter. 


"CHAP. IL 


Of the news which Gil Blas receives, which is liks a thunderbolt 


to him. ; 


J Repaired to my eating:houſe, where meeting 
1 two men who were very agreeable in converſa- 
tion, I dined and ſat at table with them, till it was 
time to go to the play. Then we parted: they 
went about their own affairs, and I took the road 
to the theatre. It is neceſſary to obſerve that | had 
all the reaſon in the world to be in good humour; 
mirth had reigned in my converſation with theſe 
two gentlemen; my fortune had a moſt ſmiling aſ- 
Tpect ; notwithſtanding which my ſpirits ſunk, with- 
out my knowing the reaſon, and without my being 
able to ſupport them. It was doubtleſs a preſage 
of the misfortune with which I was threatened. 

As | entered the green-room, Melchior Zapata 
approached me, and telling me ſoftly to follow 
Him, conducted me into a private place, and 
addreſſing me in this manner: Signior _ : 

thin 


4 


GIL BLAS. 67 
think it my duty to give you a very important piece 
of intelligence. You know that the Marquis de 
Marialva had a paſſion for Narciſſa, my wife; and 
had even appointed a day to come and take a ſlice 
of my rib, when the artful Eſtella found means to 
break off the bargain, and allure the Portugueze no- 
bleman to her own charms. You may reaſonably 
ſuppoſe that an actreſs does not loſe ſuch an excel- 
lent acquiſition without vexation. My ſpouſe has. 
this affair at heart, and is capable of undertaking 
any thing to be revenged : ſhe has now a fair occa- 
ſion. Yeſterday, if you remember, all our ſervants 
crouded to ſee you: when the under candle-ſnuffer 
informed ſome of the company, that he knew you 
very well, and that you was no more Eſtella's bro- 
ther than he was. - 

This report, continued Melchior, reached the 
ears of Narciſſa, who did not fail to interrogate the 
author, and he has confirmed his aſſertion, by aſſu- 
ring her, that he knew you Arſenia's valet, at the 
ſame time that Eſtella, under the name of Laura, 
was ſervant to that actreſs at Madrid. My wife, 
charmed at the diſcovery, will impart it to the 
Marquis de Marialva, who is to be at the play this 
evening. Take your meaſures accordingly ; if you 
are not really Eſtella's brother, I adviſe you as a 
friend, and on account of our old acquaintance, to 
provide for your ſafety. Narciſſa, who demands 
but one victim, has permitted me to give you this 
notice, that you may prevent any ſiniſter accident 
by immediate flight.“ 

It would have been ſuperfluous in him to ſay 
more of the matter. I thanked the comedian for 
his information, and he eaſily perceived, by my ter- 
rified look, that I was not the man to give the can- 
dle-ſnuffer the lie. 1 did not feel the leaſt inclina- 
tion to depend upon my effrontery : I was not even 
tempted to take my leave of Laura, leſt ſhe ſhould 

have 
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have inſiſted upon my facing it out. I could vet 

well conceive, that ſhe was an actreſs of ſuch ſkill, 
as to be able to extricate herſelf out of the dilem- 
ma; but I ſaw nothing leſs than an infallible chaſ- 
tiſement for me; and I was not ſo much in love 
as to brave it. My ſole ſtudy being, therefore, to 
eſcape with my houſhold goods, 1 mean my bag- 
gage I left the playhouſe in a twinkling, and with 
e utmoſt diſpatch, cauſed my portmanteau to be 
tranſported to the houſe of a carrier, who was to 
ſet out for Toledo, at three o'clock the next morn- 
ing. I could have wiſhed to be with the count de 
Polan, whoſe houſe ſeemed my only aſylum : but 
I was not yet there, and I could not, without the ut- 
moſt uneaſineſs, think on the time I had to ſtay in 
a city, where I was afraid they would ſearch for me, 
even 1n the night. - | 
I did not, however, omit going to ſupper, at my 
eating-houſe, though I was as unealy as a debtor, 
who knows that there are bailiffs at his heels. What 
] ate that evening, did nor, I believe, produce very 
excellent chyle in my ſtomach. Being the miſera- 
ble ſport of fear, I examined every body that came 
into the hall; and when, unluckily, any ill- looking 
fellow entered, (which is very common in theſe 
places) I thivered with terror, Having ſupped, 
in the midſt of continual alarms, I roſe from table, 
and returned to the carrier's houſe, where I threw 
myſelf on a truls of clean ſtraw, and lay till the hour 

of our departure. | 
In the mean time my patience was ſufficiently 
exerciſed. I was attacked with a thouſand diſagree- 
able reflections ; when I happened to ſlumber, 1 
- beheld the furious marquis mangling the fair face 
of Laura with repeated blows, and demoliſhing 
every thing in her houſe; or I heard him order his 
ſervants to let me periſh under the baſtinado. Then 
ſtarting, I awoke ; and though to wake is uſually a 
oreat 
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great comfort after ſuch terrible dreams; wakin 
was to me more dreadful than the dream itſelf. 
Happily for me, . the carrier delivered me from my 
affliction by ecquainting me that his mules were 
ready. I was immediately upon my feet, and, 
thank heaven ! ſet out radically cured of chiro- 
mancy and Laura. In proportion as we moved 
from Grenada, my mind reſumed its tranquility z 
and I began to enter into converſation with the car- 
rier, I laughed at ſome pleaſant ſtories he recount- 
ed, and by degrees loſt all my fear. I enjoyed a 
ſound. ſleep at Ubeda, where we lay the firſt 
night, and on the fourth we arrived at Toledo. 
My firſt care was to aſk a direction for the count 
de Polan's houſe, whither I repaired, thoroughly 
perſuaded that he would not ſuffer me to lodge in 
any other place: but in this I reckoned without 
my hoſt ; tor I found nobody at home, but the 
houſekeeper, who ſaid his maſter had ſet out in the 
evening tor the caſtle of Leyva, having received a 
meſſage that Seraphina was dangerouſly ill. 

I did not expect the abſence of the count, which 
greatly diminiſhed the joy I felt in being at Toledo, 
and induced me to take another reſolution. Being 
ſo near Madrid, I reſolved to go thither ; reflecting 
that I might advance myſelf at court, where a ſu- 
perior genius, as 1 had heard, was not abſolutely 
neceflary to make a fortune, Ihe very next day, I 
took the advantage of a return-horſe for that capi- 
tal of Spain ; fortune conducted me thither in 
order to make me act more capital parts than thoſe 
which I had hitherto performed. 
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C HAP. AI. 


Sil Blas takes ready furniſhed lodgings, where he contract an ac- 
quaintance with captain Chinchilla, The character of that of 


ficer, and what affair had brought him to Madrid. 


'ON my firſt arrival at Madrid, I fixed my habi- 
tation in a houſe that was let into lodgings, 
where, among others, there lived an old captain 
who had come from the farther end of New Caf- 
tile, to ſolicit at court for a penſion, which he 
thought he had but too well deſerved. His name 
was Don Hannibal de Chinchilla. It was not 
without aſtoniſhment, that I beheld him for the 
firſt time. He was a man turned of ſixty, of a 
gigantic ſtature, and extremely meagre. He 
wore a pair of large whiſkers, which curled up to 
his temples on each ſide. Beſides his wanting a 
leg and an arm, a large plaiſter of _ ſilk ſup- 
plied the place of one eye; and the ſcars of ſeveral 
wounds appeared on his face, Theſe things except- 
ed, he was pretty much like another man. Beſides, - 
he was not deficient in underſtanding, and till leſs 
ſo in gravity ; he was ſcrupulous in his morals, 

and in particular, piqued himſelf on his delicacy in 
point of honour. F | 
After having converſed with him two or three 
times, he honoured me with his confidence. I ſoon 
became acquainted with all his affairs. He told 
me on what occaſion he had left an eye at Naples, 
an arm in Lombardy, and a leg in the Low Coun- 
tries. What I admired in his narration of battles 
and ſieges was, that not a ſingle gaſconade eſcaped 
him, noreven a word in his own praiſe; though I 
could readily have pardoned him, tor hoaſting of the 
half of himſelf that remained, as an — 
| or 
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for the other half that he had loſt. Thoſe officers 
who return ſafe and ſound from the wars are ſeldom 
quite ſo modeſt. . 

« But, ſaid he, what gives me the greatect concern, 
&« js, that I have ſpent a conſiderable eſtate in my 
« campaigns, ſo that now my whole fortune is re 
e duced to about an hundred ducats a year, which 
« is ſcarce ſufficient to maintain my whiſkers, clear 
« my lodging, and pay for the writing my memo- 
„ rials; for in ſhort, Signior cavalier, added he, 
« ſhrugging up his ſhoulders) I preſent one, thank 
« heaven, every day, without being favoured with 
<« the leaſt attention. One would imagine there is 
% wager between me and the prime miniſter, 
& which of us ſhall firſt fail, I in giving, or he in 
receiving them. I have alſo had the honour to 
* prefent ſeveral to his majeſty; but the rector 
e ſings no better than his curate ; and in the mean 
time, my caſtle of Chinchilla ſinks into ruins for 
&* want of reparation.” 

We mult deſpair of nothing, replied I, you are 
* now perhaps on the eve of ſeeing all your toils and 
0 troubles repaid with intereſt,” © I have no rea- 
« ſon to flatter myſelf with thoſe hopes, replied Don 
* Hannibal ; three days are not yet elapſed, ſince I 
& ſpoke to one of the miniſter's ſecretaries, and, if 
* I may credit what he ſaid, I may make myſelf 
perfectly eaſy.” And pray what did he ſay, 

„ replied I ? did he pretend that you was not wor- 
&* thy of a recompence ?” * You ſhall judge, re- 
* ſumed Chinchilla, The ſecretary told me, very 
<* plainly, © Maſter What-d'ye-call-*um, do 
* not boaſt ſo much of your zeal and fidelity, 
* You have done no more than your duty, in ex- 
+ poſing yourfelf to danger in behalf of your coun- 
* try. The glory alone which attends brave acti- 
£ ons, is a ſufficient recompence, and ought at leaſt 
Sto ſatisfy a Spaniard, You deceiye yourſelf, 

| | HS” there- 


72 The ADVENTURES of 


ic therefore, if you look on the pratification you 
& ſolicit, as a debt due to your valour. If it ſhould 
ce be granted to you, you will owe it entirely to the 
e fayour and generoſity of the king, who is pleaſed 
c to think himſelf indebted to all 22 ſubjects, who 
& have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in the ſervice of the 
e ſtate. You perceive, by this, added the captain, 
ce that I am ſtill in its debt, and that I ſhall proba- 
« bly return as rich as I came.” | 
We naturally intereſt ourſelves in behalf of a 
brave man in adverſity. I encouraged him to per- 
ſevere, and offered to write his memorials gratis. 
I went even ſo far as to open my purſe, and to con- 
jure him to take from it what money he required. 
But he was not one of thoſe who never wait for a 
ſecond invitation on theſe occaſions, On the con- 
trary, he ſhewed himſelf extremely delicate on this 
point, and in a lofty manner thanked me for my 
good will. He afterwards told me, that rather 
than be a burden to any perſon, he had accuſtomed - 
himſelf, by degrees, to live ſo frugally, that the 
leaſt nouriſhment was fufficient for his ſubſiſtence, 
This was indeed but too true: his whole food con- 
ſiſted of leeks and onions; and therefore, he was 
nothing but ſkin and bone. That he might have 
no witneſſes of his wretched repaſt, he always lock- 
ed himſelf up in his chamber at his eats. He 
agreed, however, by dint of intreaty, that we ſhould 
dine and ſup together; and, deceiving his pride by 
an ingemous compaſſion, ordered more victuals and 
wine than I had occaſion for, to be brought, and 
urged him to eat and drink. At firſt he ſtood up- 
on ceremony, but at length yielded to my intreaties. 
After which he became inſenſibly more bold, and 
aſſiſted me in clearing my plate and emptying my 
TTT. | 
After having drank: four or five draughts and re- 
Fonciled his ſtomach to good proviſions ; * 
tos | f ſal 
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ſaid he, with an air of gaiety, „you are very be- 
« witching, Signior Gil Blas, you make me do juſt 
& what you pleaſe; your behaviour diveſts me of 
& all fear of abuſing your benificent diſpoſition.” 
My captain at that inſtant ſeemed fo thoroughly to 
have overcome i ſhame, — if I had embraced 
the opportunity of preſſing him again to accept m 
ak I believe 5 not have refuſed "4 Buc 
| did not put him to the trial ; contenting myſelf 
with having made him my meſs-mate, and with ta- 
king the trouble, not only of writing his memorials, 
but alſo of aſſiſting him in compoſing them. By 
means of having copied homilies, 1 had learned to 
give a handſome turn to a period, and was become 
a kind of author. The old officer alfo piqued him- 
ſelf on his knowledge in compoſition : fo that ex- 
erting ourſelves together, through emulation, we 
produced morſels of eloquence, worthy of the moſt 
celebrated maſters of Salamanca. But in vain did 
each of us exhauft his genius, in ſcattering flowers 
of rhetoric in thoſe memorials ; it was no better, as 
the ſaying is, than ſowing them on the ſand. What- 
ever expedient we fell upon to enhance the ſervices 
of Don Hannibal, the court paid no attention to it : 
a circumſtance that did not at all engage the old 
invalid to make the elogium of thoſe officers who 
ruin themſelves in the field. In his ill humour, he 
curſed his ſtars, and wiſhed Naples, Lombardy, and 
the Low Countries, at the deyil. 
To complete his mortification, it one day hap- 
on that, under his very noſe, a poet, introduced 
by the duke d' Alva, having rehearſed, in the pre- 
ſence, an ode on the birth of an Infanta, was gra- 
tified with a penfionof five hundred ducats. I 
believe the maimed captain would have runmad on 
this cccaſion, had J not been at infinite pains to 
conſdle him. © What is the matter? ſaid I, ſeeing 
lim almoſt frantic 3 there is nothing in this that 
| <« ought 
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* ought to give you any uneaſineſs. Has it not 
been the privilege of poets time immemorial, to 
* make princes tributary to the muſes? There is 
te not a crowned head in the, univerſe that does not 
te pratify one of thoſe gentlemen with a penſion : 
e and, between you and I, ſuch rewards as theſe, 
being generally tranſmitted to the knowledge of 
*« poſterity, immortalize the liberality of kings; 
&« whereas the other recompences they beſtow, are 
c often injurious to their reputation. How many 
* rewards did Auguſtus diſpenſe ? How many pen- 
<« ſions did he grant, of which we have not the leaſt 
<« intimation.? But the moſt remote poſterity will al- 
* ways know, as well as we do, that Virgil received 
near two hundred thouſand crowns from the libe- 
te rality of that emperor.” Sig 
Notwithſtanding all that I could ſay to Don 
Hannibal, the fruits of the ode ſtuck in his ſto- 
mach like lead, and as he could not digeſt it, 
he reſolved tq abandon his purſuit. But, be- 
ing firſt willing, as his laſt effort, to preſent one 
other memorial to the duke of Lerma, we went 
together to the houſe of that prime miniſter, where 
we met a young man, who ſaluted the captain, 
and ſaid to him, with an affectionate air, My dear 
old maſter, is it you? What affair has brought 
vou hither? If you have occaſion for a perſon 
<« who has intereſt with his highneſs, I beg you will 
* command me; I offer you my good offices.” 
% How, Pedrillo ! replied the captain; to hear you 
* talk; one would imagine you enjoy ſome import- 
ant office in this family.” I have at leaſt, an- 
© {wered he, power enough to be of ſervice to an 
<* honeſt country gentleman, like you.” If that 
be the caſe, ſaid the officer with a ſmile, I accept 
of your protection.“ * Granted, reſumed Pe- 
e drillo; acquaint me with the buſineſs, and I'll en- 
gage to pluck a feather out of the wing of the 
prime miniſter,” 8 28 
We 


We had no ſooner communicated the affair to 
this benevolent young fellow, than he aſked where 
Don Hannibal lodged; in which being ſatisfied, he 
aſſured us, that we ſhould hear of him the next day; 
and then diſappeared, without giving us the leaſt 
hint of what he intended to do, or even telling us 
whether he belonged to the Duke of Lerma or not. 
I was curious to know who this Pedrillo was, that 
ſeemed ſo obliging. He is a young fellow, re- 
« plied the captain, who was my ſervant ſome years 
„ ago, and who ſeeing me in indigence, left me to 
ego in queſt of a better place. I do not condemn 
«him for that: it is very natural for any man to 
change for the better. He is a comical fellow, 
* who does not want underſtanding, and is as in- 
< triguing as the devil: but in ſpite of all his abili- 
„ ties, I do not rely a great deal upon the zeal 
© which he has expreſſed in my behalf.“ Per- 
<« haps, replied I, he may be of uſe. If he belongs, 
for example, to any of the duke's principal offi- 
e cers, he may have it in his power to do you fer- 
vice. You are not to be taught that every thing 
is carried, among the great, by cabal and in- 
*trigue; that they have favourite domeſtics, who 
* often lead them by the noſe ; and that theſe again, 
in their turn, are governed by their own 
“ yalets.” | 

The next morning, Pedrillo coming to our lodg- 
«ings, © Gentlemen, ſaid he, if I did not explain 
* myſelf yeſterday, on the means I have of ſerving . 
captain Chinchilla, it was becauſe we were not in 
„a place proper for ſuch an explanation. Beſides, 
« was willing to ſound the buſineſs, before I dif- 
<« cloſed it to you. Know then, that I am the lac- 
te quey and confident of Signior Rodrigo de Calde- 
<« rona, the duke of Lerma's firſt ſecretary. My 
4 maſter, who is much given to galantry, ſups eve- 
ry evening with an Arragonian nightingale, 

b that 
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* that he keeps encaged near the court. She is a 
tc very beautiful girl, from Albarazin; ſhe has alſo 
<« a good underſtanding, and ſings to admiration; 
e therefore ſhe is called ſigniora Sirena. As I car 
<« a billet doux to her every morning, I — 
© now ſeen her; 1 have propoſed that ſhe ſhall make 
* Don Hannibal paſs for her uncle, and on that 
e ſuppolition, engage her galant to protect him. 
« She is willing to undertake the affair; for, ex- 
“ cluſive of the ſmall advantage ſhe foreſees in it for 
* herſelf, ſhe will be extremely glad to be thought 
the neice of a gentleman of valour.” W 
Signior de Chinchilla made wry faces at this pro- 
poſal, and expreſſed a reluctance in making himſelf 
an accomplice of ſuch a ſtratagem; and ſtill more, 
in ſuffering a ſhe adventurer to diſhonour his fami- 
ly, by ſaying ſhe belonged to it. He was diſguſted 
at it, not only on his own account, but alſo perceived 
in it (if J may be allowed the expreſſion) a retro- 
active ignominy upon all his anceſters. This deli- 
cacy ſeemed very unſeaſonable to Pedrillo, who, 
being ſhocked at it, exclaimed, ** You jeſt, ſure, 
c to conſider it in that view | you cottage {quires are 
« ſuch a ſet of people, that your vanity is quite ri- 
c diculous. Signior Cavalier, continued he (ad- 
« dreſfing himſelf to me) are you not ſurpriſed at his 
« ſcruples ? upon honour ! it is a fine thing indeed 
to ſtand on ſuch punctilios at court ? Fortune is 
never neglected there, whatever ſhape ſhe aſ- 
*« fumes.” | N | 
I applauded what Pedrillo ſaid, and we har- 
the captain ſo ſucceſsfully, that we prevail- 
ed upon him, in ſpite of himſelf, to, become Sirena's 
uncle. When we had obtained this victory over his 
pride, we all three went to wark.in order to compoſe 
a new memorial for the miniſter, and it was reviſed, 


augmented, and corrected accordingly. I then 


Gtr ts © 
wrote it out fair, and Pedrillo carried it to the Ar- 
ragonian lady, who, that very evening, put it into 
the hands of Signior Don Rodrigo, to whom ſhe 
ſpoke in ſuch a manner, that the ſecretary believing 
her really the captain's niece, promiſed to exert 
himſelf in his behalf. A few days after we ſaw the 
effect of our labours. Pedrillo came to our lodging 
with an air of triumph: © Good news, ſaid he to 
& Chinchilla ; the king is going to make a diſtribu- 
& tzon of governments, benefices, and penſions, in 


% which you ſhall not be forgotten. But I am or- 


« dered to aſk what preſent you intend to make to 
& Sirena. As for me, I declare III have nothing 
« at all. I prefer the pleaſure of having contri- 
* buted towards bettering my old maſter's for- 
« tune, to all the riches in the world. But this is 
* not the caſe with our nymph of Albarazin : ſhe is 
« a little Jewtſhly inclined, when the buſineſs is to 


c oblige her neighbour : ſhe would take money of 


her own father; therefore judge if ſhe will refuſe 
* it from a pretended uncle.” 

« She need only mention her demand, replied 
<« Don Hannibal; ſhe ſhall, if ſhe pleaſes, have 
&* annually one third of the penſion I obtain; and 
* that ought to ſatisfy her, if the whole revenues 
& of his Catholic Majeſty were concerned in the 
„ bargain.” * For my own part, replied Don Ro- 
& drigo's mercury, I would chearfully rely upon 
* your word, becauſe I know the value of it; but 
&* you have to do with a little creature who is natu- 
& rally diſtruſtful. Beſides, ſhe would much rather 
& have, once for all, two thirds of the product ad- 
& yanced in ready money.” © Where the devil does 
& ſhe think | ſhall find it, cried the officer haſtily: 
« does ſhe think I am a money broker? It appears 
& that you have not made her acquainted with m 
e ſituation.” Pardon me, replied Pedrillo; 
& ſhe knows very well that you are poorer than Job: 
* after what I have told her, ſhe cannot be igno- 
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<« rant of your circumſtances. But give yourſelf 
„ no trouble about the matter, I am a man fertile 
“ < inexpedients. I know an old rogue of a lawyer, 
« who takes pleaſure in lending his money at ten 
« per cent. You ſhall make an aſſignment with ſe- 
« curity to him, before a notary, of the firſt year 
of jour penſion; for the like ſome, which you 
« ſhall acknowledge to have received from him, and 
4 which you will touch in effect, the intereſt includ- 
«ed, Witn regard to the ſecurity, the lender will 
« be contented with your caſtle of Chinchilla; fo 
« that we ſhall have no diſpute upon that ſubject. 

The captain proteſted -he would accept of the 
conditions, it he ſhould be fortunateenough to have 
any ſhare in the favours which were to be diſtributed 
the next day. He was not diſappointed ; being re- 
warded with a penſion of three hundred piſtoles on 
a certain government. As ſoon as he had heard 
this piece of intelligence, he gave all the ſecurity 
that was demanded, tranſacted his little affairs, and 
returned to New Caſtile, with a few piſtoles remain- 
ing in his pocket. | 


CHAP. XIIL 


Gil Blas meets his dear f1iend Fabricius at court; the mutual joy 
| that it occafroms 5 they repair together to a certain place ; a cu- 
. rious converſation happens between them, 


Contracted a habit of going every morning to 
court, where I uſually ſpent two or three hours, 
in ſeeing the grandees paſs and repaſs, though 4 
appeared there without that ſplendor, with which 
they are ſurrounded in other places. 
One day as I walked backwards and forwards, 
and ſtrutted through the apartments, making, 
like many others, a fooliſh ſort of a figure, I pete 
01 ceived 


GTL FL X'S 79 


ceived Fabricius, whom I had left at Valladolid, 
in the ſervice of an hoſpital director. What aſto- 
niſhed me was, that he talked familiarly to the 
duke of Medina Sidonia, and the marquis of 
Santa-Cruz. Nay theſe two noblemen ſeemed to 
hearken to him with pleaſure, and he was as well 
dreſſed as a man of AR, 

% Am I not miſtaken? ſaid I to myſelf. Can 
te this be the ſon of barber Nunnez ? Perhaps it is 
e ſome young courtier who reſembles him?“ I did 
not long continue in ſuſpenſe : the noblemen went 
away, and I accoſted Fabricius. He knew me at 
firſt ſight: and after having made me ſqueeze 
through the crowd with him, to get out of the 
apartments, My dear Gil Blas, ſaid he, embra- 
« cing me, I am rejoiced to ſee you again. How 
e art thou employed at Madrid ? Art thou ſtill in 
* ſervice, or haſt thou a place at court? Give me 
de an account of all that has happened to thee, 
« ſince thy precipitate departure from Valladolid.” 
*© You aſk me a great many queſtions at once, re- 
« plied I, and we are not now in a proper place to 
e relate adventures.” * Thy obſervation is juſt, 
<« replied he, we ſhall be more at _y in my 
« apartments, Follow me and I will ſhew you 
6 the way; it is not far from hence, I am entire- 
« Iy my own maſter, agreeably lodged, perfectly 
„ ealy in my circumſtances, contented with my 
K © and happy becauſe I think myſelf 
io.” | 

I accepted the propoſal and accompanied Fabri- 
cius, who ſtopped before a very magnificent houſe, 
where he told me he lodged. We crolled a court, 
on one {ide of which there was a great ſtair-caſe that 
led to very ſuperb apartments, and on the other a 
ſmall flight, equally dark and narrow, by which we 
aſcended to the lodging he had ſo much extolled. 
It conſiſted of one room only, which my ingenious 
A friend 
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friend had divided into four, witl thin deal boards: 
The firſt ſerved as an antichamber to the ſecond, 
where he lay; he had made a cloſet of the third, 
and a kitchen of the laſt. The chamber and anti- 
chamber were lined with maps and theſes of philo- 
ſophy, and the furniture was anſwerable to this 
kind of hanging; it conſiſted of a large brocard 
bed, very much worn, old chairs covered with 
yellow ſerge, embelliſhed with a fringe of Grenada 
filk of the ſame colour ; a table with gilt feet, co- 
vered with leather that appeared to have been once 
red, and bordered with a tinſel fringe, become black 
by the lapſe of time; with an ebony cupboard 
adorned with figures coarſely carved. He had, in- 
ſtead of a bureau, in his cloſet, a little table; and 
his library was compoſed of ſome books, with ſeve- 
ral bundles of paper lying on ſhelves placed above 
one another, along the wall, His kitchen, which 
was conformable to the reſt, contained ſome ear- 
then ware, and other neceſſary utenſils, _ 

Fabricius, after having given me time to ſurvey 

his apartment, ſaid, What is thy opinion of m 
& lodging and ceconomy ? art thou not delighted 
« with them?” * Yes, faith, replied I, ſmiling, 
« Tamſo. Thou muſt have certainly played thy 
« cards well at Madrid, to be ſo well furniſhed, 
„ Thou, doubtleſs, enjoyeſt ſome poſt,” “Heaven 
« forbid ! replied he, the buſineſs I follow is ſupe- 
&« rior to all employments whatever. A man of 
« Faſhion to whom this houſe belongs, gave me a 
cc chamber, which I have divided into four, and 
te furaiſhed as thou ſeeſt. I meddle with nothing 
e but what affords me pleaſure, and feel not the 
« cravings of neceſſity. I beg you will be more 
« explicit, replied 1; you irritate the deſire I 
have of knowing how. thou art employed.” 
« Well, ſaid he, thou ſhale be immediately ſatisfied. 
* I am commenced-author, and am a profeſſed wit; 
| I writs 
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J write in verie as well as in proſe, and am equal- 
« ly good at every thing.” 
«Thou art then a favourite of Apollo! cried I, 
46 laughing. This is what I never could have divined. 
* T ſhould have been much leſs ſurpriſed to have 
1 found thee in any other ſituation. What charms 
e couldſt thou find in the condition of a poet? 
« Theſe people, in general, appear to be deſpiſed in 
« civil lite, and, I believe, are far from having an 
« eſtabliſhed ordinary.” * Pſhaw! cried he, in 
« his turn, thou talkeſt of thoſe miſerable authors, 
« whoſe works are the refuſe of bookſellers and 
* players. Is it to be wondered at that ſuch wri- 
« ters are not eſteemed ? But good authors, m 
&« friend, are on a better footing in the world; and 
„I my ſay, without vanity, that I am one of that 
« number.” © I do not doubt it, ſaid I, for thou 
e art a young fellow of excellent genius. That 
which is compoſed by thee cannot poſſibly be bad. 
« All that I am at a loſs to know is, how thou 
e waſt firſt ſeized with the rage of rhyming.” 
Thy aſtoniſhment is juſt, replied Nunnez ; I 
« was ſo well ſatisfied with my ſituation while I 
* was in the ſervice of Don Manuel Ordonnez, 
e that I did not ſo much as wiſh for any other. 
« But my genius riſing above ſervitude, by degrees, 
like Plautus, I wrote a comedy, which was acted 
e by the company who performed at Valladolid. 
« Though it was a wretched performance, it met 
with great ſucceſs : from whence I concluded 
that the public was a good milch cow, which rea- 
_* dily parted with its ſtore. This reflection, joined 
' * to the furious deſire of compoſing new pieces, 
« detached me from the hoſpital, The love of 
* poetry baniſhed my paſſion for riches; and I re- 
« folved to repair to Madrid, as the centre of wit, 
“in order to form my taſte; and demanded my 
diſmiſſion from the director, who did not grant it 
Ba S without 
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«* without regret, ſo much affection had he conceĩv- 
«ed for me.” © Fabricius, ſaid he, has thou 
any cauſe to be diſſatisfied ?? No, Sir, replied 
« ], you are the beſt of maſters ; and I am penetra- 
* ted with your generofity. But you know we muſt 
follow our deſtiny, I find I am born to render 
% my name immortal by works of genius.” What 
_ & folly poſſeſſes thee ! reſumed the good citizen, 
« thou haſt already taken root in the Rodi and 
et art of that kind of wood of which ſtewards, and 
«-even directors are made. Thou art going to leave 
« what 1s ſolid, in order to employ thyſelf in trifles; 
« and, believe me, child, thou wilt ſoon repent of 
thy imprudence.“ | 

The director ſeeing it ineffectual to oppoſe my 
deſign, paid me my wages, and alſo made me a pre- 
ſent of fifty ducats, as a recompence for my faithful 
ſervices : fo that with this, and what I found means 
to glean in the little commiſſions that were entruſted 
to my integrity, 1 was in a condition to appear in a 
very handſome manner on my arrival at Madrid. 
This I failed not to do; though the writers of our 
nation do not value themſelves much on their gen- 
teel appearance. I ſoon became acquainted with 
Lope de Vega“, Miguel Cervantez de Saavedra +, 
and other celebrated authors; but in preference to 
theſe great men, I choſe for my preceptor, a young 
batchelor of Cordova, the incomparable Don 
Lewis de Gongora, the preateſt genius that ever 
Spain produced. He will not ſuffer his works to 
be printed in his life time, but contents himſelf with 
reading them to his friends; and what is very re- 
— nature has endued him with the rare ta- 
0 Felix de Vega Carpio, a great dramatic poet, much 
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pieces for the ſtage, in verſe, beſides many other works. 
t Miguel Cervantez de Saavedra, the celebrated author of 
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lent of ſucceeding in every ſpecies of poetry. He 
chiefly excels in ſatire, which is indeed his fort. 
He is. not, like Lucilius, a muddy river, that 
ſweeps with it abundance of ſlime ; but rather the 
Tagus, that rolls its limpid ſtream over golden 
fands. « Thou draweſt an agreeable picture, ſaid I, 
« of this ſame batchelor ; and 1 doubt not that a 
« perſon of ſuch merit, has a great number of envi- 
* ous enemies.” All our authors, replied he, 
« whether goo7, bad or indifferent, inveigh bitterly 
« againſt him. He delights, ſays one, in bombaſt, 
% points, metaphors, and tranſpoſition. His verſes, . 
te cries another, are as obſcure as thoſe which the Sa- 
lian prieſts ſang in their proceſſion, and which 
&© nobody underſtood. Others again cenſure him 
« for compoſing ſometimes ſonnets or romances, 
% ſometimes comedies, ſtanzas, and acroſtics; as if 
« he had fooliſhly undertaken to eclipſe all the great 
* writers in their own different ways. But all theſe 
efforts of jealouſy are baffled by a muſe that is. 
« cheriſhed by all ranks of people, from the higheſt 
„to the loweſt.“ 
Under this {kilful maſter, I ſerved my appren- 
ticeſhip, and I dare ſay, it has appeared; for I have 
ſo happily imbibed his genius, that I have already 
compoled ſome detached pieces which he would not 
bluſh to father. I exhibited my ware, (according 
to his example) in the houſes of the great, where 
I am wonderfully well received, and my dealings 
are with people who are not difficult to pleaſe. *Tis 
true, indeed, my ſucceſsful beginning has been of no 
diſſervice to my later compoſitions. In ſhort, Iam 
careſſed by ſeveral noblemen, and, in particular, I 
live with the duke de Medina Sidonia, as Horace 
once lived with Mæcenas. Lou ſee, added Fa- 
* bricius, in what manner I was metamorphoſed in- 
to an author. I have nothing more to relate to 
2 | « thee 3 
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| « thee; ſo that it is now thy turn, Gil Blas, to fc. 


« hearſe thy exploits.” 

I began accordingly, and, ſuppreſſing every trivial 
circumſtance, gave him the detail he requeſted: 
after which, it being dinner- time he took from his 
ebony cupboard, a couple of napkins, ſome bread, 

e remains of a roaſted ſhoulder of mutton, a 
botcle of excellent wine, and we ſat down to table 
with all the ſatisfaction of two friends who meet 
after a long ſeparation. * Thou ſeeſt, ſaid he, my 
free and independent life: I might, if I choſe it, 
« dine every day with people of quality ; but the 
e poetic inclination keeps me frequently at home; 
« befides, I am a fort of an Ariſtippus; and can 
« equally accommodate myſelf to company and ſo- 
«* litude, to affluence and trugality.” We were fo 
pleaſed with the wine, that there was a neceſſity of 
taking another bottle from the ſtore ; and towards 
the end of the repaſt, I expreſſed a deſire of ſeein 
ſome of his productions. He immediately RE 
among his papers for a ſonnet, which he read to me 
with great emphaſis.” But in ſpite of the charms of 
his reading, I found the performance ſo obſcure, 
that I could not comprehend the meaning of it. 
Perceiving my ignorance, ** This ſonnet, {ſaid he, 
c does not ſeem very clear to thy apprehenſion ; is 
c it not ſo?” I acknowledged to him, that I could 
have wiſhed it had been leſs obſcure. Upon which, 
be burſt into laughter at my expence. * If this 
« ſonnet, reſumed he, is not intelligible, ſo much 
te the better. The natural and {imple is not proper 
<« for ſonnets, odes, and thoſe works which require 
« the ſublime. The ſole merit of theſe conſiſt in 
t their obſcurity ; and it is ſufficient if the poet 
« himſelf thinks he underſtands them.” You joke, 
« my friend, ſaid I; good ſenſe and perſpicuity 
«*« ought to be ingredients in all kinds of POrury > 
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<« and if thy incomparable Gongora does not write 
* more intelligibly than thou doſt, I confeſs my 
« opinion of him diminiſhes apace. He muſt be 
« a poet, who can never deceive any other age than 
“ his own. Let us now have a ſpecimen of thy 
« proſe.” | 

Nunnez then produced a preface, which, he ſaid, 
he intended to prefix to a collection of comedies 
that he had then in the preſs ; and having read it, 
aſked my opinion.] am not better pleaſed with 
6: thy proſe, ſaid I, than with thy poetry. Thy 
“ ſonnet is a piece of verboſe fuſtian z and thy pre- 
face is compoſed of far-fetched expreſſions, words 
« that have not the current ſtamp, and perplexed 
66 pre, in a word, thy ſtile is peculiar to thy- 
c ſelf; and the books of our beſt authors, both an- 
&« cient and modern, are written in a very different 
manner.“ Poor ignoramus! cned Fabricius, 
<« thou art ignorant then, that every proſaic wri- 
ter who now aſpires at the reputation of a de- 
« licate pen, affects that ſingularity of ſtile, and 
c thoſe odd expreſſions which diſpleaſe thee ſo much. 
« There are among us five or fx bold innovators, 
* who have undertaken to make a thorough-change 
* in the language; and we will accompliſh it 
&« (pleaſe God) in ſpite of Lo de Vega, Cervan- 
« tes, and all the Fine geniuſes who cavil at our 
« new modes of ſpeech. We are ſeconded by a 
** number of partizans of diſtinction, and have even 
« ſome theologicians in our cabal.” 

« After all, added he, our intention is commend- 
« able; and, prejudice apart, we are more valua- 
ce ble than thoſe natural writers, who ſpeak like the 
4 reſt of mankind. I know not for what reaſon 
te they are eſteemed by ſo many perſons of honour, 
« Their manner was proper enough at Athens 
* or Rome, where there was no diſtinction in point 
<« of ſpeaking ; when Socrates ſaid to Alcibiades, 
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« the people was an excellent ſchool- maſter: but 
* at Madrid we have both a good and bad lan- 
5 guage, and our courtiers expreſs themſelves in a 
« different manner from our citizens. In ſhort our 
* new ſtile, is fuperior to that of our antagoniſts. 
] will, by one example point out the difference 
between the gentility of our diction, and the inſi · 
© pidity of theirs. They would ſay, quite plainly, 
&« tor inſtance, Interludes embelliſh a comedy. 
& While we.with more ſpirit, would pronounce— 
« © Interludes create beauty in a comedy, take no- 
« tice of that, * create beauty.” Doſt thou perceive 
all the brilliancy, all the delicacy, all the pretti- 
* neſs of the expreſſion ?” * 

I interrupted my innovator with a loud laugh. 
Go, Fabricius, ſaid I, thou art indeed an original 
„ with this thy precious language.” © And thou, 
*- anſwered he, art no better than a beaſt, with thy 
e natural ſtile. Go, ſaid he, (repeating the words 
of the archbiſhop of Grenada) go and tell my 
« treaſurer to give you an hundred ducats ; and 
ec heaven direct you with that ſum; adieu Mr. Gil 
R Blas, I wiſh you a great deal of good fortune, 
ce with a little more taſte.” W 

I laughed heartily at this ſally, and Fabricius, for- 
giving me for having ſpoke ſo irreverently of his 
writings, loſt nothing of his good humour. We 
finiſhed our ſecond bottle, and getting up from 
table in a pretty good condition, went out with a de- 
ſign. to walk in the Prado; but paſſing by the door 
ot a tavern, we took it in our heads to walk 
in, 
This tavern was uſually frequented by good com- 
pany : and I obſerved in two ſeparate halls, ſeveral 
cavaliers amuſing themſelves in different diverſions. 
In one, they played at draughts and primero; and 
in the other, 'ten or twelve perſons were liſtenin 
very attentively to a diſpute between two profeſſed 

ig Wits, 
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wits, * There was no neceſſity for our going near 
them, in order to learn that a metaphyſical propo- 
ſition, was the cauſe of their diſpute : for they, talk- 
ed with ſuch -warmth and —— that they 
looked like people poſſeſſed. 1 imagine, if Elea- 
zar's * ring had been put under their noſes, we 
ſhould have ſeen Fall iſſue with their breath; 
Good heayen, ſaid I to my companion, what paſs 
& ſion; what, lungs! Theſe diſputants were cer- 
* tainly born to be public criers. The greateſt 
« part of mankind are certainly miſplaced.” 
9 3 replied he, theſe people ſeem to be of the 
& race of Novius , that Roman banker, whoſe 
<« voice exceeded the noiſe of carmen. But, added 
he, what gives me the greateſt diſguſt at their diſ- 
© courſe, is, that our ears are ſtunned to no manner 
% of purpoſe.” We removed at a diſtance from 
thoſe vociferous metaphyſicians, and by that expe- 
dient I prevented a violent head-ach, which had 
begun to ſeize me. We fat down in the corner of 
the other hall, where, while we drank refreſhing li- 
quors, we examined the cavaliers as they paſſed in 
and out, as Nunnez knew almoſt all of them. 
* Egad ! ſaid he, the diſpute of our philoſophers 
dc will not be over in a hurry, here are freſh rein- 
&© forcements arriving: theſe three men will engage 
in the fray. But ſeeſt thou theſe two originals 


| * Eleazer, a famous magician, who caſt out devils, by tying: 
to the noſe of the poſſeſſed a certain myſtical ring, which the 
dæmon no ſooner ſmelled, than he overturned and abandoned 
the patient. | 
+ Novius, on whom M. Le Sage confers the title of banker, 
was no other than a rank uſurer, who, from being a ſlave, 
came to be a rich citizen of Rome. Horace has perpetuated 
this infamy, and immortalized the loudnels of his voice, in the 
fixth ſatire of his firſt book. 
_ _ »--At dic fi plauſtra ducenta 
Concurrantque foro tria funera magna ſonabit 
Cornua quod, vincatque tubag— 9 
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e going out? That little, ſwarthy, withered crea- 
* ture, whole lank, ſtraight hair, falls down 
* in equal portions before and behind, is called 
& Don Julien de Vellanunno; he ' is a young 
« judge who affects the beau: one of my friends 
© and I going to dine with him the other day, ſur- 
* priſed him in a pretty ſingular occupation. He 
« was diverting himſelf in his cloſet, in throw! 
« away the writings of a proceſs,” of which he is 
« to make a report, and making a greyhound 
e bring them back again to him; while the 
« tore them to pieces very handſomely.” The name 
« of that licentiate, with the copper noſe, who ac- 
e companies him, is Don Cherubin Tonto, he is a 
* canon of the church of Toledo, and the weakeſt 
« mortal in the univerſe: though by his ſprightly 
« ſmiling air, you would imagine he had a large 
portion of wit. He has bright ſparkling eyes, 
« with an arch malicious ſneer; ſo that a perſon 
* might be apt to think him a humoriſt. When 
“ he hears a delicate performance read, he liſtens 
« with ſuch attention as ſeems full of underſtand- 
« ing, and yet does not comprehend a ſyllable of 
the matter. He dined with us at the judge's 
houſe, where an infinite number of witty things 
were uttered : - but he ſpoke not a word, though 
<« he applauded them with grimaces and geſtures 
ce that ſeemed even ſuperior to our encomiums, 
Poſt thou know, ſaid I to Nunnez, theſe two 
« ſhabby fellows, who, with their elbows on the 
tc table, fit in a corner, and converſe together in 
« whiſpers ??* No, replied he, their faces are 
« quite new to me; but it is probable they are cof- 
e fee-houle politiclans, who cenſure the government. 
Obſerve that gentee] cavalier who whiſtles as: he 
« walks through the hall, and ſupports himſelf 
« {ſometimes on one foot, ſometimes on another: that 
« is Don Auguſtin Moreto, a young poet who = 
s dorn 
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„ born with ſome ſhare of genius, but flatterers 
« and ignorant people have almoſt turned his 
« brain. The man whom he accoſts is one of his 
« companions, who is alſo moon-ſtruck, and rhimes 
in proſe. - N : Rs. 
« More authors ſtill! cried he, ſhewing me two 
« well-drefſed men coming in; one wauld think 
they had made a rendezvous here, to paſs in re- 
te view before thee. Theſe are Don Bernard Deſ 
« ſenguado, and Don Sebaſtian de Villa Vicioſa. 
« The firſt is a genius full of gall, an author born 
under the planet Saturn, a malicious mortal, 
« whoſe pleaſure conſiſts in dereſting all the world, 
and is himſelf beloved by nobody. As for Don 
« Sebaftian, he is a young fellow of candour, who 
<« will ſuffer nothing to lie upon his conſcience; he 
lately brought a piece on the ſtage, which had an 
« extraordinary run; and he has now printed it. 
that he miy no longer abuſe the eſteem of the 
“ public.” | | 
The charitable pupil of Gongora, was proceed- 
ing to explain the figures of this picture, which 
ſhifted ſo often to the view, when a gentleman be- 
longing to the duke de Medina Sidonia, came and 
interrupted him, ſaying, 4 Signior Don Fabricio, [ 
vas in ſearch of you, in order to acquaint you, that 
his grace wiſhes to ſpeak with you immediately, 
cc at his own houſe.” Nunnez, who knew that a 
randee's wiſhes cannot be too expeditioully ſatis- 
Fed, quitted me immediately to wait upon his Mæ- 
cenas ; leaving me very much aſtoniſhed to hear him 
honoured with the appellation of Don, and to ſce 
him thus become noble in deſpite of his father, mal- 
ter Cryſoſtom the barber, 
N 
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Fabricius introduces Gil Blat, to the ſervice of count Galiand, 
2 a Sicilian nobleman. | 


that I viſited him early the next morning. 
hen I entered his apartment, Good morrow, 
& ſaid I, Signior Don Fabricio, the flower or rather 
e olow-worm of the Aſturian nobility!” At theſe 
words he laughed heartily, * Thou haſt ebſerved 
& then, cried he, that J am dubbed a Don?“ “ Yes, 
Mr. Gentleman, replied I; and give me leave 
* to tell. you, that when you recounted your meta- 
* morphoſis yeſterday, you forgot the very beſt part 
of it.” © I did fo, replied he, but really, if I have 
« afſumed that honourable title, it was not ſo much 
with a view to gratify my own vanity,” as to ac- 
« commodate myſelf to that of others. I hou 
* knoweſt the humour of the Spaniards : they hold 
an honeſt man in no degree of eſtimation, if he 
< has the misfortune to be poor and meanly born. 
<« I muſt tell thee too, that I ſee ſo many people 
e call themſelves Don Franciſco, Don Pedro, or 
* Don what-you-will, that if there is no cheat in 
<* the caſe, thou wilt allow nobility to be a very 
e common thing, and that a plebeian of merit ho- 
„ nours it by his aſſociation. | p $459k 
« But, added he, let us change the ſubject; laſt 
« night I ſupped at the duke de Medina Sidonia's, 
* where, among other gueſts, was count Galiano, 
« a Sicihan nobleman of the firſt rank: and the 
e converſation turning on the ridiculous effects of 
« ſelf-love, I, pleated with having it in my 
e power to entertain the company on that ſubject, 
«5 re- 
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t regaled them with the ſtory of the homilies. T hou 
* mayſt imagine they laughed heartily, and cen» 
« ſured the archbiſhop as he deſerved. This produ- 
0 ced no bad effect for thee : for thou waſt pitied by 
« every one preſent; and count Galiano, after hay- 
$* ing aſked a great many queſtions concerning thee, 
to which thou mayſt ſuppoſe I made ſuitable 
* anſwers, deſired me to — thee to his houſe. 
«« I was juſt now going in queſt of thee, to conduct 
te thee. thither. I ſuppoſe he intends to propoſe to 
$ thee to be one of his ſecretaries; and 1 adviſe 
« thee not to refuſe his offer. The count is rich, 
to and is as expenſive as an ambaſſador, at Madrid: 
« he is come to court, it is ſaid, to confer with the 
duke of Lerma, about the crown demeſnes, which 
that miniſter deſigns to alienate in Sicily. In 
$+ ſhort, count Galiano, though a Sicihan, appears 
to be generous, juſt, and ingenuous; and thou 
e canſt not do better than attach thyſelf to him: he 
« 3s the perſon, who, in all probability, is deſtined 
c to.enrich thee, according to what was predicted 
* in thy behalf at Grenada.” ; 

« | had reſolved, ſaid I to Nunnez, to live at 
* large, and enjoy myſelf a conſiderable time before 
] ſhould enter into ſervice again: but thou ſpeak- 
e eſt to me of this Sicilian count in ſuch terms, as to 
* induce me to alter my reſolution, and even to wiſh 
« | was already in his family.“ Thou mayft ſoon 
ebe there, replied he, or I am much mittaken.” 
We then went out together to the count, who lodg- 
ed in the houſe of his friend Don Sancho d*Avila 
then in the country, _ | | 
Me found in the court a great number of pa 
and footmen, cloathed in a livery equally rich and 
gay; and in the anti- chamber ſeveral uſhers, gentle- 
men, and other officers, all magnificently dreſſed; 
and they were ſo horribly ugly, that they looked like 
a company of apes in a Spaniſh garb, There are 
1 Rs f | ligures 
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figures both of men and women, on which all art is 
entirely thrown away. 
Don Fabricius having ſentin his name, was imme- 


diately introduced into a room, whither 1 followed 


him; and found the count in his morning-gown, 
fitting on a ſopha, and drinking chocolate. We 


ſaluted him with all the demonſtrations of the moſt 


profound reſpe& ; and he honoured us with an in- 
clination of the head, accompanied with a gracious 
ſmile, which immediately gained my heart. A won- 
derful effect, though a common one, which a fa- 
vourable reception from the great, produces in our 
breaſts ! They muſt receive us very ill indeed, be- 
fore we are diſguſted at their behaviour. | 
Having drank his chocolate, he amuſed himſelf 
for ſome time in playing with a large baboon that 
fat by him, and was called Cupid, I know not 
why the name of that deity was beſtowed on this 
animal, unleſs it was becauſe it had all his malice ; 
tor it reſembled him in nothing elſe. Such as it 
was, however, it did not fail to afford great de- 
light to its maſter, who was ſo entertained 
with its diverting tricks that he hugged it 


_ inceſſantly in his arms. Though Nunnez, and 1 


were not much delighted with the gambols of thrs 
beaſt, we pretended ro be enchanted with its per- 
formances; which ſo highly pleated the Sicthan, 
that he ſuſpended the pleaſure he enjoyed in this 
paſtime, to ſpeak to me as follows, Friend, you 
« have it in your option to be one of my ſecreta- 
** ries: if you approve of the place, I will give 
you two hundred piſtoles a year, without any 
5 tarther recommendation than that of Lon Fabri- 
* cius.” e My lord, cried Nunnez, I am bolderthan 
© Plato, who had not courage enough to anſwer for 
one of his friends, whom he ſent to the ty- 
rant Dyonyſius. 1 am not afraid of bring- 
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« reproaches upon myſelf, by anſwering for my 
« friend.” , | 

I chanked the Auſtrian poet with a low bow, for 
his obliging confidence: then, addreſſing myſelf to 
my patron, I aſſured him of my zeal and fidelity. 
This nobleman no ſooner perceived that I reliſned 
his propoſal, than he ordered his ſteward to be called; 
and having communicated ſomething to him in a 
whiſper, he ſaid, Gill Blas, I will preſently in- 
© form you what is to be the nature of your employ- 
ment. In the mean time you may follow my 
{© ſteward, who has received orders concerning you.” 
Tobeyed, leaving Fabricio with the count and cupid. 

The ſteward, who was a molt ſubtle Meſſineze, 
conducted me to his apartment, where he loaded me 
with civilites; and, ſending for the taylor who had 
equipped the whole . family, ordered him to make 
for me, with the utmoſt expedition, a ſuit of cloaths 
of the ſame magnificence as thoſe of the principal 
officers, The taylor took meaſure of me, and re- 
tired.“ As for your lodging, ſaid the Meſſineze, 
know a chamber that will exactly ſuit you. 
„But, ſaid he, have you breakfaſted?“ When I an- 
ſwered in the negative, Ah, poor youth, ſaid he, 
hy did not you ſpeak ? Come, I will ſhew you to 
a place where, thank heaven, you may have any 
thing you chooſe to aſk for.” 

He then conducted me down to the buttery, 
where we tound the butler, a true Neapolitan, who 
was as cunning as the Meſſenian. It might be ſaid 
of him and the ſteward, Theſe two make. a pair. 
This honeſt butler, with five or fix of his friends, 
were cramming themſelves with ham, cold tongue, 
and other reliſhing bits, which obliged them to 
drink frequent large draughts. We joined theſe 
hearty fellows, and aſſiſted them in their attacks 
upon the Count's moſt excellent wines. While 
this ſcene paſſed in the buttery, another ſuch was 
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acted in the kitchen; the cook alfo entertained three 
or four tradeſmen of his acquaintance, who filled 
their bellies with rabbit and partridge pies: even 
the ſcullions enjoyed themſelves on what they could 
pilfer ; ſo that I thought myſelf in a houſe aban- 
doned to pillage : yet theſe were but trifles, -com- 
pared to what I had not ſen. W 150 


CHAP. XV, 
Count Galiano appoints Gil Blas to an employment in bis honſe, 


WENT for my baggage to my new habitation; 
: and, at my return, the count was at dinner 
with ſeveral noblemen and the poet ;Nunnez, who 
called for what he wanted with an eaſy air, and min- 
oled in the converſation, Nay, I obſerved that every 
word he ſpoke, afforded pleaſure to-the company. 
What an excellent thing is genius! A man of wit can 
_ eaſily turn himſelf into all manner of ſhapes. © 
I T dined with the officers, who were treated almoſt 
in the ſame manner as our patron ; and, in the after- 
noon, I retired to my chamber, where I began to 
reflect on my condition. LY | | 
Well, Gil Blas, ſaid I to myſelf, thou art now 
« j1 the ſervice of a Sicilian count, with whoſe real 
character thou art utterly unacquainted. If we 
ie may judge by appearances, thou wilt be in this 
« family like a fiſh in the water: but we are certain 
« of nothing; and thou ought'ſt to diſtruſt thy 
« fate, the malignity of which thou haſt but too 
« frequently experienced. Beſides, thou doſt not 
« know for what employment thou art retained : 
« he has already two ſecretaries and a ſteward; 
& what ſervice then can he expect from thee? It 
& looks as if he intended to make thee his mercury. 
All in good time]! A man cannot be on a better 
e 4 2 . footing 
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b footing with a nobleman, in order to make his 
« way to a good poſt. He who limits himſelf to 
& honourable ſervices only, moves ſlowly, ſtep, 
&« by ſtep, and does not always gain his point at 
cent. | | 
While I was ingroſſed by theſe fine reflections, 
a lacquey came to inform me, that all the compa- 
ny who had dined at our houſe were gone, and that 
the count deſired to ſpeak with me. I flew inſtant- 
ly to his apartment, where I found him lying on his 
couch, ready to take his afternoon's nap with his 
baboon, which was always his companion. 
« Come hither, Gil Blas, ſaid he, take a chair 
« and hearken to what I ſhall lay to you.” [I obey- 
ed his orders, and he ſpoke to me in the following 
terms: Don Fabricio has informed me, that, 
« among other good qualities, you poſſeſs that of 
e attaching yourſelf to your maſters ; that you are 
« youth of incorruptible integrity. Theſe two qua- 
&« lifications determined me to take you into my 
« ſervice ; fof I want an affectionate domeſtic who 
& will eſpouſe my intereſt, and employ his whole 
<« attention. in huſbanding my eſtate. I am rich, 
© jr is true; but my yearly expence greatly ex- 
e ceeds my income. The reaſon is plain; I am 
& plundered by my ſervants, and live in my own 
{© houſe as if I was in a foreſt among robbers. ' I 
t ſuſpect my butler and ſteward of having a fellow 
e feeling with each other; and this is more than 
& enough to be the total ruin of me. You will 
te perhaps ſay, if I have reaſon to think them dit- 
« honeſt, why don't I diſcharge them. But where 
de ſhall I find others made of different materials? 
& | will content myſelf with having them both ob- 
« ſerved by a man who ſhall have a right to inſpect 
« their conduct: and you are the perſon whom 1 
have choſen for that commiſſion ; of which if you 
e acquit yourſelf properly, be aſſured that you 
Q 2 ſhall 
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& ſhall not ſerve an ungrateful mater ; for I will 
© take care to procure for you a very advantageous 
«© ſettlement in Sicily.“ "> 
He then diſmiſſed me; and that very evening, in 
the preſence of all his domeſtics, I was proclaimed 
ſuperintendant of the family. This, at firſt, did 
not give the Meſſineze and Neapolitan any great 
mortification, becauſe they looked upon me as a jolly 
companion, of a good compoſition ; and concluded, 
that by giving me a ſhare of the ſpoil, they thould 
be permitted to go on in their uſually courſe. But 
they looked very fooliſh the next day, when I de- 
clared to them, that I was a profeſſed enemy to all 
miſdemeanour. I demanded of the butler an ac- 
count of the proviſions; I viſited the cellar, and 
took an inventory of every thing he had in his 
charge; I mean, table-linnen and plate. I then 
exhorted them to be frugal of our patrons wealth, 
to lay out with ceconomy ; and concluded my ad- 
vice, by proteſting to them, that I would inform 
the count of every thing that I ſhould obſerve amiſs 
in his houſe. I did not ſtep here; but reſolved to 
have a fpy, who might diſcover if there was any 
ſiniſter intelligence between them. I caſt my eyes 
on a fcullion, who being won by my promiſes, al- 
ſured me, that I could not have applied to a more 
proper perſon, to get intelligence of every thing 
that happened in the houfe: that the butler and 
ſteward were in a confederacy, and burnt the can- 
dle at both ends; that they daily fecreted one half 
of the proviſion that was bought for the family: 
that the Neapolitan provided for a lady who lived 
oppoſite to the college of St. Thomas; and that 
the Meſſenian entertained another at the Sun- gate: 
that theſe two gentlemen ſent all manner of provi- 
ſion to their nymphs every morning: and that the 
cook alſo diſpatched. delicious meſſes to a widow of 
his acquaintance in the neighhourhood: and that ＋ 
. | conſi- 
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conſideration of his ſervices to the other two, to 
whom he was entirely devoted. he diſpoſed, as they 
did, of the wines in the cellar: in ſhort, that theſe 
three domeſtics occaſioned a molt intolerable ex- 
pence in the count's houſe. © It you doubt the 
truth of my report, added the ſcullion, take the 
trouble of going to-morrow morning about ſeven 
'« o'clock to the college of St. Thomas, and you 
„ ſhall ſee me loaded with a baſket, which will pre- 
«'ſently confirm your doubts.” * Thou art, then, 
*« ſaid J, agent to theſe gallant purveyors ?? 1 
4 am, replied he, employed by the butler, and one 
of my comrades performs that buſineſs for the 
« Reward.” | 

I had the curioſity to repair the next morning, at 
the appointed hour, to the college of St. Thomas, 
where I did not wait long for my ſpy, whom I ſaw 
coming along loaded with a huge baſket filled with 
butcher's meat, poultry, and veniſon. I took an 
inventory of the particulars, of which I formed in 

my pocket book a ſmall verbal proceſs, which I 
went and ſhewed to my maſter, after having told 
the/trencher- ſcraper, that he might execute his com- 
miſſion as uſual. 

The Sicilian nobleman, who was naturally paſ- 
ſionate, reſolved in his firſt tranſport, to diſcharge 
the Neapolitan and Meſſenian; but after hav- 
ing refiected more cooly, contented himſelf with 
diſmiſſing the laſt, to whoſe office I ſucceeded ; ſo 
that my place of ſuperintendant was ſuppreſſed ſoon 
after its creation: and really I was not ſorry tor it; 
for it was properly ſpeaking, no other than the ho- 
nourable employment of a ipy ; and a poſt which 
had nothing ſubſtantial in it: whereas, by being 
made ſteward, I- became maſter of the ſtrong-box, 
and that is every thing. The ſteward always poſ- 
ſeſſes the firſt rank among the domeſtics of a great 
family: and there are ſo many little nn at 
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tached to his adminiſtration, that he may grow 
rich, even though he ſhould be an honeſt 
man. 

My Neapolitan, whoſe budget was not yet ex- 
hauſted, obſerving my brutal honeſty, that 1 roſe 
every morning to fee and keep an account of what 
victuals were bought, no longer lecreted a part; 
but the raſcal continued to purchaſe the fame quan- 
tity as before. By this ſtratagem, increaſing the 
profit he drew from the refuſe "of the table, which 
was his regular perquiſite, he found himſelf in a 
condition to treat his damſel with dreſſed victuals, 
at leaft, if he could not furniſh her with raw pro- 
viſion. In ſhort, the devil loſt nothing by this re- 
formation, and the count received no advantage i in 
having the phcenix of ſtewards in his ſervice. I he 
ſuper-abundance that I then perceivedat every meal. 
made me gueſs at his new contrivances, which I 
immediately defeated, by retrenching what was ſu- 
perfluous in every courſe. This! did, however, 
with ſuch prudence, that the alteration could not be 
perceived; one would have imagined that there was 
ſtill the ſame profuſion: and yet, by this œcono- 
my, I conſiderably diminiſhed the expence. This 
was what my patron required ; he was willing to 
retrench, without appearing leis magnificent ; for 
his avarice was ſubordinate to his oſtentation. 

There was ſtill another abuſe to be retormed : I 
perceived the wine ran out apace: if, for example, 
twelve cavaliers happened to dine with my maſter, 
they would exhauſt fifty, and ſometimes ſixty bot- 
tles. I was aſtoniſhed at ſuch a conſumprion of 
wine, and not doubting but there muſt be ſome 
roguery in the caſe, conſulted my oracle, that is, my 
icullion, with whom I frequently had private con- 
ferences, and who made a faithful report of every 
thing that was ſaid or done in the kitchen, where he 


was not in che leaſt ſuſpected. e informed me, 
tat 
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that the waſte, of which I complained, proceeded 
from a new league between the butler, the cook, 
and thoſe lacquies who filled the wine; and who 
carried away all the bottles half emptied, which 
were afterwards ſhared among the confederates. I 
ſpoke to the footmen on this ſubject, and threaten- 
ed to turn them out of doors, if they attempted to 
repeat this practice : upon which they were reclaim- 
ed, My maſter, to whom I communicated the mi- 
nuteſt things which I performed for his advantage, 
loaded me with —_ and grew fonder of me 
every day: and I, in order to reward the good ſer- 
vices of the ſcullion, created him the cook's aſſiſt- 
ant. 
The Neapolitan, was enraged to find me always 
oppoling him, and was cruelly mortified with the 
contradictions he underwent, whenever he preſent- 
ed his accounts to me; tor in order to pare his nails 
the cloſer, I took the trouble of going to market, 
to learn the price of meat, juſt before he went thi- 
ther; and, as he attempted to impoſe upon me af- 
terwards, gave him a vigorous repulſe. I was tho- 
roughly convinced that he beſtowed on me a thou- 
ſand curſes a- day: but the ſubject of his maledic- 
tions hindered me from dreading their force. I was 
aſtoniſhed how he could endure my perſecutions, 
and remain in the ſervice of the Sicilian nobleman. 
Doubtleſs, in ſpite of. all my endeavours, he found 
his account in perſeverance. _- -- . 
Fabricio, whom I frequently ſaw, and to whom I 
recounted all my exploits, in the capacity of a 
ſteward, was more diſpoſed to blame than to ap- 
plaud my conduct. Heaven grant, faid he, one 
&« day, that thou may'ſt be recompenced for all this 
C diſintereſtedneſs; but between thee and I, I 
« believe it would not fare the worſe with thee, if 
e thou waſt not quite ſo rough with the butler.“ 
ay | vv * How! 
4 | 
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« How! replied I, ſhall that robber charge in his 
« bill ten piſtoles for a fiſh that coſt but four, and 
6e paſs over that article ? Why not ? replied he 
<« coldly, let him give thee the half of the ſuper plus, 
according to cuſtom. In good faith! my friend, 
4 continued he, (ſhaking his head) you are a mere 
8 novice, and, will probably grow grey in ſervitude, 
* ſince you neglect to ſkin the eel while it is in your 
% hand. Believe me, fortune reſembles thole briſk 
« airy coquets who deſpiſe the gallant that ſtands up- 
on ceremony.“ c 25 | * 

I only laughed at the diſcourſe of Nunnez, who 
laughed at me in return; and would have per- 
ſuaded me that he had only ſpoken in jeſt, being 
aſhamed of having given me bad countel in vain. 
I continued firm in the reſolution of being always 
faithful and zealous: I felt no inclination to be 
otherwiſe; and I dare affirm, that in the ſpace-of 
four months I ſaved to my maſter, by my œcono- 
my, three thouſand ducats at leaſt, - 


þ CHAP, XVI. 9a 

'Of the accident which bapens to count Galliens's babcon, which 

cauſes great affiition to that nobl, nan. | Git Blas falls fick; the 
conſequente of his diflemper. | 


AS OUT this time, the repoſe of the family was 
ſtrangely diſturbed, by an accident which will 
perhaps ſeem trifling to the reader; though it 
türned out a very ſerious matter to the ſervants, and 
eſpecially to me; cupid the baboon which I have 
mentioned, that animal ſo beloved by our maſter, 
attempting one day to leap from one window to 
another, acquited himſelf ſo ill in the performance, 
that he fell down into the court, and diſlocated his 
leg. The count no ſooner heard of this misfortune, 


than 
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than he uttered fuch piercing cries; that they were 
heard all over the neighbourhood ; and, in the ex- 
ceſs of his grief, attacking all his ſervants without 
exception; he had almoſt made a clean houſe. His 
zoe i however, was limitted to curſing our negligences, 
and abuſing us, without being very delicate in the 
choice of his words. He ſent immediately for thoſe 
{urgeons in Madrid who were moſt expert in fractures 
and diſlocated bones ; and who, having viſited the 
patient's leg, reduced it, and applied bandages ac- 
cordingly. But though all of them aſſured my 
maſter there was no danger, he retained one of them 
in the houſe, to be always near the animal, till it 
was perfectly cured. 

I ſhould be blameable to paſs over in ſilence the 
grief and anxiety which preyed upon the heart of the 
Sicilian nobleman, during the whole time of the 
cure. Can it be believed, that he did not ſtir from 
his dear cupid from morning till night? He was 
always preſent when it was dreſſed, and got out of 
bed to viſit him two or three times every night. 
But the moſt diſagreeable circumſtance of all was, 
that every domeſtic in the family, and I in parti- 
cular, were always up, that we might be in readi- 
neſs to be ſent whereſoever it ſhould be thought 
proper, for the ſervice of this monkey. In a word, 
we had no reſt in the houſe, till this plaguy animal, 
having recovered of his fall, betook himſelf again 
to his uſual caperings and tumblings. After this, 
can we refuſe to credit the report of Suetonius, when 
he ſays Caligula loved his horſe to ſuch a, degree, 
that he beſtowed upon him a houſe richly furniſhed, 
with officers to ſerve him, and that he even deſigned 
to make him conſul ? My patron was no lefs charm- 
ed with his baboon, which he would gladly 
have created a corregidor, if it had beenin his power, 

Unluckily for me, I had ſurpaſſed all the valers 
Vor. II. 1 e 
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in demonſtrations of concern, that I might, in ſo 
doing, make my court to my miſter : I had un- 
dergone ſuch fatigue in behalf of cupid, that I fell 
ſick upon it, and was ſeized with ſuch a violent fe- 
ver, that I loſt my ſenſes, and know not how T was 
managed for fifteen days; during which time, I 
was in a manner between life and death. This on- 
ly I know, that my youth ſtruggled fo ſucceſsfully 
againſt the fever, and perhaps againſt the remedies 
that were adminiſtered, that, at length, 1 recovered 
my ſenſes. I he firſt uſe | made of them, was to 
perceive that I was not in my own chamber; and 
deſirous of knowing the reaſon, I aſked it of am 
old woman who attended me: but ſhe told me that 
I muſt not ſpeak; for the phyſician had expreſsly 
forbid ir. When we are in health, we uſually 
laugh at the doctor; but when we are ſick, we 
calmly ſubmit to his preſcriptions, Ee 
thought proper, therefore, to be ſilent, how 
much ſocver 1 longed to converſe with my nurſe : 
I was engaged in reflections upon this ſubject, when 
two ſpruce beaus entered, drefſed' in velvet, with 
very fine ruffled linen. I imagined they were two 
noblemen, friends of my maſter, who, out of reſ- 
pect for him, came to ſee me. On this ſuppoſition, 
I made an effort to ſit up, and ſhewed my reſpect 
by taking off my cap: but my nurſe laid me down 
again, and informed me that theſe gentlemen were 
my phyſician and apothecary. et een 
The doctor coming to the bed- ſide, felt my pulſe, 
obſerved my countenance, and perceiving all the 
ſymptoms of an immediate cure, aſſumed an air of 
riumph, as if he had gteatly contributed to it : ſay- 
ing, that there was nothing wanting but a purge to 
finiſh the work ; after which, he might boaſt of 
having performed an extraordinary cure. Havin 
ſpoke thus, he made the apothecary write a preſcrip- 
tion, which he dictated, while he viewed himſelf in 
on 5 24 a glals. 
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a glaſs, adjuſting his perriwig, and making ſuch. gr 
maces, that I could not avoid laughing in ſpite of my 
«weakly condition: He then made me a folemn bow, 
and departed; much more engroſſed by his own fi- 

gure than by the medicines he had preſcribed, 

After his departure, the apothecary, who had not 
come hither for nothing, prepared nimſelf for doing 
ſomething which may be eaſily gueſſed: whether 
he was afraid the old woman could not acquit her- 
ſelf with proper dexterity, or wanted to operate 
himſelf, in order to enhance the value of his ware 7 
but with all his addreſs, I know not how it ha | 
ed, the operation was ſcarce performed, when 1 
reſtored to the operator all that he had given me, 
and left his velvet ſuit in a pretty pickle. He look- 
ed upon this accident as a mistortune annexed to 
pharmacy, and wiping himſelf with a towel, went 
away, without uttering a ſyllable, reſolving to make 
me pay the ſcowerer, to whom he was certainly 
abliged to ſend his cloaths. 

- He returned the next morning, more plainly wt 
ſed,” though he had no riſk to run pl day, 
bringing the phyſic, which the doctor had * 
ed the night before. For I not only felt myſelf” 
mending every. moment, but had ſuch an averſion, 
ſince. the preceding day, to both phyſicians and 
apothecaries, that I even curſed the univerſities 
where thole gentlemen receive the power of ſlaying” 
men with impunity. | 

In this diſpoſition I ſwore 1 would take no more 
medicines, and wiſhed Hippocrates at the devil, with 
all his gang. The apothecary, regardleſs what be- 
came of his compoſition,” provided he was paid for 
it, left it on the table, and retired without net | 
a word. I ordered the filthy medicine de d hide 
out of the window immediately, being fo much 

tepoſſeſſed-againſt-ir, that I ſhould have thought 
myſelf poiſoned, had I ſwallowed it. To this ſtroke 
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of diſobedience 1. added another. I broke ſilence, 
and told my nurſe, in a peremptory tone, that I ab- 
ſolutely inſiſted upon knowing what was become of 
my maſter. The old woman, who was apprehenſive 
4 exciting in me a dangerous emation, ſhould ſhe 
gratify my curioſity ; or reſo]ving, perhaps, to ir- 
ritate my diſtemper by her obſtinacy, made no re- 
ply; but I perſiſted with ſo much paſſion, that ſhe 
at length replied. Signior cayalier, you are now 
« pour own maſter, Count Galiano is returned to 
Sicily.“ 55 | © 

I — 9 not believe what J heard, though it was 
ſtrictly true. That nobleman, the very ſecond day 
of my diſtemper, fearing I ſhould die at his houſe, 
had the generoſity to order me to be conveyed, with 
my little effects to a hired room, where he had 
abandoned me, without ceremony, to Providence 
and the care of a nurſe, In the interim, having re- 
ceived an order from court, obliging him to repaſs 
into Sicily, he ſet out with ſuch precipitation, that 
I-was not ſo much as thought of; whether he al- 
ready numbered me with the dead, or that people of 
quality are troubled with ſhort memories, 1 will not 
determine. wot obo; | | % 

My nurſe informed me of all this, and likewiſe 
aſſured me, it was ſhe who had called the phyſician 
and apothecary, that I might not periſh for want of 
aſſiſtance. This intelligence threw me- into a pro- 
found reveric. Adieu, my advantageous ſettlement 
in Sicily! My ſanguine hopes farewel! „ When 
any great misfortune happens ta you, ſays a cer- 
«© tain pope, examine yourſelf well, and you will 
always perceive, that it was, in ſome degree, ow- 
ing to yourſelf.” Without reflecting upon this 
holy father, I cannot ſee how I contributed to my 


gn milcpanee on this occaſion. 2% 
When I found the flattering chimeras, with 
Which I had fed my imagination, vaniſhed, the next 


thing 
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thing that I concerned myſelf about was my port. 
manteau, which I ordered her to bring to my bed- 
ſide, that I might examine it. I ſighed, when I 
perceived it open, crying, Ah! my dear port- 
<«manteau, my only conſolation ! you have been, 
« ] perceive,” at the mercy of ſtrangers.” * No, 
** no, Signior Gil Blas, ſaid the old woman, be not 
4 uneaſy ; nothing is ſtolen from you; I have pro- 
pour boy, as if it had been my own ho- 
e | 
On examining it I found the ſuit of cloaths which 
T had when I came into the count's ſervice, but I 
ſought in vain for that which the Meſſenian had or- 
' dered to be made for me, Either my maſter had 
not thought proper to leave it with me, or ſamebo- 
dy had made free with it during my delirium, 
All my other baggage remained, and even a large 
leathern purſe that contained my money, which I 
counted twice over, as I could not, at firſt, believe 
that there were only fifty piſtoles remaining, of two 
hundred and ſixty, that were in it before my illneſs. 
« What is the meaning of this, good woman? ſaid 
«. to the nurſe, my 1 are terribly diminiſh» 
* ed.” No perſon, except myſelf, has touched 
them, ſaid the old woman, and I aſſure you, I 
have been as frugal as poſſible ; but ſickneſs is 
very expenſive, ſomething is continually want- 
ing. Here, added the good mother, taking a 
* packet of papers out of her pocket, here is an 
account of the expence, as juſt as the current 
4 coin, which will ſhew that I have not employed a 
« denier unproperly.” 
I glanced over * bill, which contained about 
fifteen or twenty on me | what a 


Pages. 
ee of poultry had been bought while I was 
ut of my ſenſes. There was, in broths only, to 
the amount of twelve piſtoles, at leaft. The other 


articles were in proportion. It cannot be conceived 


how ; 
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how. much was expended in wood, candles, water, 
and brooms, Nevertheleſs, ſwelled as this account 
was, the ſum total did not exceed, thirty piſtoles, 
ccnſequently there ought to have been a remainder of 
one hundred and eighty. Fhis 1 repreſented to her; 
but the beldame, with an air of devotion, began to. 
call all the ſaints »wicnels, that there were but four-: 
ſcore piſtbles in the purſe, when the count's butler. 
gave her the charge of my, 1 „What 
ſ.y you, good woman? cric (with precipitation). 
„was it the butler ho put my; things into your 
« poſſeſſion? It — 12, indeed, replied ſhe, by 
4 this token, that When he delivered them to me, 
« he ſaid, Good mother, When Signior Gil Blas is 
4defunct, fail not to treat him with a good fune - 
64 ral, for there is plenty of money in the F 
r teau to anſwer the expence. 

- Ah, curled. Neapolitan ! cried 13 1 am 90 
Jonger at à loſs to know. how my, money is 
** u hive e ſwept 1 it away, to make yourſelf fo = , 

+ amendF, or the thefts hindered yourfrom com- 
„ mitting,” After this apoſtrophe, I thanked hea- 
ven that the knave had not carried off the whole. 

nate ver. rcafon | had, however, to accuſe the but- 
ler of having robbed me, I could not avoid ſuſpect- 
ing that the nurſe might, ſſibly, haye done _ 
deed, My. ſuſpicion tell ſometimes on one, and 
ſometimes on the other; but it was ſtill the ſame 
thing to me. | 

„ aid nothing to the old woman: I did not eren. 
cavil at the articles of her unconſcionable bill; for 
I mould have got nothing by wrangling : and every 
one. mult, underſtand. bis trade: my, reſentment, 
rheretore, Was contented With paying, and cage 
her. thy ee days (OT 

When ſhe went from me, I believe ſhe. acquaint- 
ed dhe apothecary, that ſhe had. been diſmiſſed, and 
that 1 was. well enough to decamp, - without taking. 
VIC my 


Y 


C 


„CAL LAS. 109 
my leave of him; for, in a moment after, he came 
to me, quite out of breath, and preſented his bill, 
in which, under names that were utterly unknown 
to me, though I had been a phyſician, he had ſex 
down, all the pretended medicines with ,which he 

ad furniſhed me, while 1 was out of my ſenſes. 


Fiſh what I offered, that is, three times the value of 


before he would leave me, in order to prove that he 
had earned his fees, he related all the mortal ſymp- 
toms, which he had prevented, in my diſorder, a 
taſk he performed in very learned terms, and with 
an agreeable air, though it was entirely above my 
comprehenſion. When I had diſpatched him, I 
ſuppoſed I had got rid of all the miniſters of the 
fates. But I was miſtaken : -a ſurgeon, whom I 
had never ſeen, entered my apartment, and having 
ſaluted me very reſpectfully, expreſſed great joy in 
ſeeing me out of danger; a deliverance, which he 
ſaid, he attributed to two copious bleedings that he 
had performed, and ſome cupping glafles, which he 
had the honour to apply. This was another feather 
7p bx phacked from my wing: I was obliged to pay 

Tri- 
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tribute to the ſurgeon alſo. After ſo many evacua- 


tions, my purſe became fo feeble, that it reſembled 
a lifelefs corfe, ſo little of the radical moiſture re- 
Tm loſ hen I ſaw myſelf 
I to loſe my courage, I ſaw myſe 
relapſing into a inte” of bs. I had, while I 
continued with my laſt miafters, conceived too great 
affection for the converiiencies of life, and could 
not, as I tad formerly done, look uport indigence 
with the eye of a cynic philoſopher. [confeſs o- 
ever, that I was greatly in the wrong, to ſuffer my- 
felf to fall a prey to melancholy. After having ſo 
many times experienced, that fortune no' ſooner 
overthrew me, than ſhe raiſed me up again, I 
ought to have confidered the diſagreeable ſituation 
to which | was then reduced, as another introduc- 
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CHAP. I. 


. Gil Blas contraftt a good acquaintance, and obtains an empl H 
tha! conſoles him for count Galiand's ingratitude, "The hiſtory of 
Don Valeria de Luna, =O | | | 

1 Was ſo much ſurprized at not having heard of 

Nunnez all this time, that I concluded he muſt 
be in the country; and, as ſoon as I could walk, 
repaired to his lodgings, where I underſtood that he 
had actually gone to Andaluſia, three weeks before, 

' with the duke de Medina Sidonia. (ne morning, 

at waking, Don Melchior de la Ronda came into 

my head; and, remembering that | had promiſed 
him, while I-was at Grenada, to viſit his nephew, 
if ever I ſhould return to Madrid, I reſolved to per- 

form my premiſe that very day. Having got a di- 

rection to the houſe of Don. Balthazar de Zuniga, 

[ went thither and aſked for Signior Joſeph Navarro, 
who preſently appeared. When I ſaluted him, he 
received me politely, but coldly, though I had ſig- 
niũed my name. I was at a loſs to reconcile this fro- 
zen reception with the character I had heard of this 
clerk of the kitchen; and was going away, with a 
reſolution to ſave myſelt the trouble of a ſecond viſit, 
when all of a ſudden, aſſuming an open, ſmiling 
air, he cried, with great emotion, Ah! Signior 
„Gil Blas de Santillane, I beg you will pardon the 
Vol. II. Q * rec2p- 
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« reception J have given you. My memory had 
ie betrayed my inclination : I had forgot your name, 
* and little imagined that you was the cavalier wha 
$ js mentioned in a letter which I received from Gre- 
* nada, about four months aga. 

„How happy am I to ſee you! added he, 
6: (throwing his arms about my neck, with tran- 
* ſport) my uncle Melchior, whom I eſteem and 
c honour as a father, conjures me, if I ſhould 
* happen to have the honour of ſeeing you, to treat 
$+ you in the ſame manner as if you was his ſon, and 
« to employ, if there ſhould be occaſion, - my 
* own credit, and that of my friends, in your be- 
* half. He has extolled the qualities of your head 
« and heart, in ſuch terms, as would have intereſted 
e me in your favour, even if I had not been excited 
* to it by his recommendation. I beg, therefore, 
* that you will conſider me, as a man to whom 
« my uncle has imparted, by letter, all his fenti- 
ments with regard to you. I offer you my friend- 
* ſhip, and I hope you will not refuſe me yours.“ 

F anſwered with the gratitude which was due ta 
the polite behaviour of Joſeph; and, like people 
of warmth and ſincerity, we contracted an mtima- 
cy immediately, I did not ſcruple to diſcloſe the 
ſituation of my affairs : which he no ſooner heard, 
than he ſaid, ** I undertake to procure a place for 
* you ; and, in the mean time, requeſt you will 
* not fail to come and dine with me every day. 
« You will fare better here than at your eating 
s houſe.” The offer was too agreeable to be reject- 
4 by a poor creature juſt come out of a fit of illneſs, 
who had been uſed to good living. I accepted 
the invitation, and recruited ſo well in that family, 
that in fifteen days, I had the face of a Bernerdine 
monk. Melchior's nephew ſeemed to make up his 
pack rarely; but how could it be otherwiſe ? He 
had three ſtrings to his bow: he was at the ſame 

| time, 
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time, butler, ſteward and clerk of the kitchen; b 
ſides (our friendſhip apart) I believe the comptroller 
of the houſe and. he had a very good underſtanding 
together. | 

; was perfectly recovered, when my friend Joſeph, 
ſeeing me come in one day, to the hotel of Zuniga, 
to dine as uſual, came up to me, with a ſmiling air, 
and faid, © Signior Gil Blas, I have a pretty good 
employment in view for you. You muſt know that 
the duke of Lerma, prime miniſter of the Spaniſh 
crown, in order to devote himſelf entirely to the ad- 
miniſtration of affairs of ſtate, entruſts two perſons 
with his own concerns. Don Diego de Monteſer 
has the care of gathering his rents; and his 
houſhold expences are managed by Don Rodrigo 
de Calderona. Theſe two men, in whom he can 
confide, exerciſe their employments with abſolute 
authority, without the leaſt dependence on each 
other. Don Diego uſually keeps two ſtewards un- 
der him to receive the caſh; and, hearing this 
morning that he had diſmiſſed one of them, I have 
been to ſolicit the place for you. Signior de Mon- 
teſer, to whom I am known, and of wlioſe friend- 
ſhip. I may boaſt, has willingly granted it, on my 
recommendation of your morals and capacity. We 
will attend him this afternoon.“ 

We went thitlier accordingly, I was very gra- 
ciouſly received, and inſtalled in the employment of 
the ſteward, who had been diſmiſſed. This em- 
ployment conſiſted in viſiting the farms, keeping 
them in repair, and receiving the rents: In a word. 
I was concerned in the country eſtate, and every 
month gave in my accounts to Don Diego, O 
examined them with great attention, This wis 
what 1 ſincerely wiſhed. Though my integrity had 
been ſo ill repaid by my laſt maſtyr, I was de- 
termined to continue always in the ſame path. 
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One day, hearing that a fire had happened in the 
caſtle of Lerma, and that above half of it had been 
reduced to aſhes, I went thither immediately, to 
take an account of the damage; and having inform- 
ed myſelf exactly, upon the ſpot, of all the circum- 
ſtances of the fire, I compoſed an ample relation of 
it, which Monteſer ſhewed to the duke of Lerma. 
This miniſter, notwithſtanding the affliction hagwas 
in on account of ſuch a terrible accident, was (trick 
with the Telation, and could not help aſking who, 
was the author; Don Diego not only ſatisfied him 
in that particular, but allo. ſpoke ſo highly in my 
favour, that his excellency remembered me fix 
months after, on the occaſion of a ſtory which I am 

oing to recount, and without which, perhaps, I 
ould never have been employed at court. It is 
e een, | 
There lived at that time, in the ſtreet of the infan- 
tas, an old lady called Ineſilla de Cantarilla, whoſe 
birth was not certainly known. Some ſaid ſhe was 
the daughter of a lute-maker : and others that her 
father was a commander of the order of St. Iago. 
Be that as it will, ſhe was a prodigy. Nature be- 
ſtowed on her the ſingular privilege of charmin 
mankind, during the whole courſe of her lite, which 
excceded ſeventy-five years, She-had been idolized 
by the noblemen of the old court, and ſaw herſelf 
adored by thoſe ' of the new. Time, {which 
ſpares, not even beauty, had exerted itſelf upon her's 
in vain; though he had withered it, he could not 
deprive her of the power to pleaſe : a noble air, 
engaging converſation, and graces that were peculi- 
ar to her, made her inſpire the men with paſſion, 
even in her old age. Pad 0h 
One of the duke of Lerma's ſecretaries, called 
Non Valerio de Luna, a cavalier of five-and-twen- 
ty, ſaw Ineſilla, and became enamoured with her. 
He declared hiniſelf in the moſt paſſionate terms, 
| and 
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and purſued his object with all the fury that Jove and 
youth can inſpire. The lady, who had her reaſ6hs 
for not complying with his wiſhes, Knew not how 
to moderate his flame, One day, however, imagin- 
ing ſhe had found the means, ſhe carried the young 
man into her,cloſet, and. pointing to a clock, which 
ſtood upon a table. You ,perceive, - ſaid, ſhe, 
* what hour it is—on the ſame day and hour did 1 
come into the world, ſeventy-five years ago; and 
do you really think it becomes one of my age to 
&© be engaged in love intrigues ? Summon your rea- 
* ſon, child, and ſtifle thoſe ſentiments which are 
„ ſo unſuitable to us both.“ At this ſenſible advice; 
the cavalier, who no longer acknowledged the au- 
thority of reaſon, anſwered the lady with all the 
impetuoſity of a man, poſſeſſed by the moſt vio- 


lent emotions, Cruel Ineſillal why have you re- 


«+ courſe-to ſuch frivolous remonſtrances? Is it pol- 
« ſible, that they can alter you in my eyes ꝰ Do 
not, flatter yourſelf with ſuch deluſive hope: 
While you are ſuch, as 1 behold you, or while my 
te view is faſcinated by the charm, I cannor-ceaſe rs 
love you.” Well, replied ſhe, ſinoe you are to 
e obſtinate as to perſilt in the reſolution of tiring. me 


* with your addreſſes, my houſe ſhall be no longer 


** open to you. I forbid you to come near it, and 
** requeſt that I may ſee you no more“ 
After this you will perhaps believe, that Don 
Valerio, diſconcerted at what he had heard, made 
an - honourable retreat. On the contrary, he be- 
came ſtill more importunate. Love produces the 
Tame effect in its yotaries, as wine dots in the vote 
ries of Bacchus. The cav#her begged, ſigked, and 
making a ſudden tranſition from intreaties to rage, 
attempted to enjoy by force, what he could not 
obtain with honour. But the lady, courageoully 
reſiſting, cried, with an air of indignation, ** Hold! 
« raſh 
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e raſh wretch ! I will inſtantly bridle your impious 
„ ardour. Know then that you are my ſon.” 

Don Valerio was confounded at theſe words, 
which ſuſpended the violence of his paſſion. But ima- 
gining that Ineſilla ſpoke thus only to avoid his ſolict- 
tations, he anſwered, ** You have invented that fable 
to elude my deſires.” No, no, ſaid ſhe. I reveal 
21 1 which I ſhould always have conceal- 
«ed, had not you reduced me to the neceſſity of 
« difcloſing it. Six and twenty years ago, I loved 
Pon Pedro de Luna, your father, who was then 
* governor of Segovia, and you became the fruit 
“of our mutual paſſion. - He acknowledged you 
« for his ſon, gave you a good education, and if 
„he had not been without other children, your 
* qualities would have determined him to 
« leave you a fortune. On my part, I did not for- 
« ſake you; as ſoon as you began to appear in the 
* world, I allured you to my houſe, in order to in- 
e ſpire you with that polite behaviour, which is ſo 
s neceſſary to a gallant man, and which women on- 
« Iy can beſtow, I did more, I employed all my 
« intereſt to introduce you into the prime miniſter's 
« ſervice. In ſhort, I have done for you, as I 
* ought to have done for a ſon. After this decla- 
© ration, purſue your own meaſures, If you can 
« purify your ſentiments, and regard me only as 4 
« mother, I do not baniſh you from my ſight, 
« but will treat you with the ſame tenderneſs I have 
e hitherto done; but if you are incapable of that 
« effort, which both nature and reaſon demand from 
« you, fly this moment, and deliver me from the hor- 
«« ror of your preſence.” | 5 

While Ineſilla ſpoke in this manner, Don Vale- 
rio remained in profound ſilence. He ſeemed to re- 
cal his virtue, and endeavoured to ſubdue himſelf; 
but he meditated another deſign, and es a 
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different ſpectacle for his mother. Being unable 
to conſole himſelf for the inſurmountable obſtacle 
that oppoſed his wiſhes, he baſely yielded to his deſ- 
pair : he drew his ſword, and plunged it into his 
own boſom ; puniſhing himſelf, like another QEd1- 
pus; with this difference, that the Theban plucked 
out his own eyes, out of grief for having been guil- 
ty of the crime; but the Caſtilian ſtabbed himſelf, 
becauſe he could not be guilty of it. 

The unhappy Don Valerio did not die immedi- 
ately of the wound he had given himſelf : he had 
time to repent, and aſk pardon of heaven, for having 
taken away his own life.” By his death, a vacancy 
in the poſt of ſecretary to the duke of Lerma be- 
coming vacant, that miniſter, who remembered my 
account of the fire, and the excellent character he 
had heard of me, made choice of me to ſucceed this 
young gentleman. 


CHAP. Il. 


Gil Blas bs preſented to the duke of Lorma, who receives him as one 
of his ſecretarics ; jets him to work, and is ſatisfied with bis per- 
formancetr, 


ONTESE R was the perſon who gave 
me this agreeable intelligence. Friend 
„Gil Blas, faid he, though I feel ſome regret in 
„ loſing you, I love you too well, not to be re- 
$6 200 at your ſucceeding Don Valerio. You 

* connot fail to make a good fortune, provided 
«© you follow two pieces of advice which I intend to 
give you, The firſt is, to appear ſo much at- 
* tached to his excellency, that he ſhall never doubt 
of your being entirely devoted to his will. And 
the ſecond, to make your court to Signior Don 


Ro- 
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Rodrigo de Calderona ; for that man moulds the 
+ diſpoſition of his maſter like wax. If you have 
* the good fortune to acquire the friendſhip of that 
favourite ſecretary, you will make large ſtrides in, 
* a very little time. | 

* Sipmor, ſaid I to Don Diego (aſter having 
* thanked him for his good advice) let me entrear 
* you to tell me Don Rodrigo's character. I have 
often heard him ſpoken of, and repreſented in an 
„ unfavourable light; but I have not much confi- 
« dence in the pictures which people draw of thoſe 
« who have employments at court; though ſome- 
« times, I believe, they do not judge amils. Pray 
« tell me then, what you think of Signior Caldero- 
na.“ © You aſk me a very delicate gen, re- 
« plied the overſcer with a ſatirical ſmile ; I would 
& tell any body, but you, without heſitation, that he 
is a very worthy gentleman, of an unblemiſhed 
character. But I will deal more candidly with 
you; for I not only believe you to be a young 
* man of diſcretion, but I think it my duty to tal 
* openly to you of Don Rodrigo, ſince I have ad- 
« yiſecl you to manage him with care; otherwiſe I 
« ſhouldoblige you but by halves. 

Kno then, that from a ſimple domeſtic of his 
« excellency, when he was only Don Francis de 
« Sandoval *, this man has arrived, by degrees, at 
& the poſt of his firſt ſecretary, A prouder man 
„ than him was never known; he looks upon 
« himſelf as the duke of Lerma's colleague, and, 
« he may almolt be ſaid to ſhare with him the au- 
e thority of prime-miniſter ; ſince he beſtows poſts 
* and governments on whom he pleaſes. This the 


* Francis de Roxas de Sandoval, cardinal and duke of Ler- 
ma, grandee of Spain, was chief tavourite and prime miniſter 
to Philip the Third, whom he governed many years with abic- 
lute ſway, but was diſgraced, October 4, 1618, and died ſeven 
years after, in his retirement at Valladolid. 
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e public often murniur at; but that gives him yery 
cle concern: provided an affair produces him 


«« You may ealily conceive, from what I have ſaid, 
% how you are to behave to ſuch an imperious mor- 
« tal,” „Very well, ſaid I, leave that to me. It 
« will be very unlucky indeed, if I cannot obtain 
« his favour. When one is acquainted with the foi- 


ble of a perſon whom he wiſhes to pleaſe, he muſt 


« be no conjuror if he fails of ſucceſs.” “ Well 
then, replied Monteſer, I will now preſent you to 
* the duke of Lerma.” | 
We repaired immediately to the houſe of that 
miniſter, whom we tound giving audience in a great 
hall, where there was more company than at court. 
Here I ſaw generals and knights of Calatrava and 
St. Iago, ſoliciting for governments and viceroyal- 
ties; biſhops, who not enjoying health at their own 
dioceſes, deſired to be made archbiſhops, only for 
the change of air; and ſome holy fathers, of the 
order of St. Dominic and. St. Francis, who, with 
great humility, laid claim to the mitre. I likewiſe 
obſerved tome halt-pay officers, who acted the fame 
part as captain Chinchilla had formerly performed; 
that is, ſpent all they had in dancing attendance for 
a penſion If the duke did not gratify all their de- 
fires, he, at leaſt, received their petitions with great 
affability; and I obſerved that he anſwered very 


© politely to thoſe who ſpoke to him. 


ed all theſe gypplicants; after which Don Diego 
ſaid to him, My lord, here is Gil Blas de Santil- 
lane, the youth whom your excellency has choſen 
to ſupply the place of Don Valerio.” At theſe 
words the duke caſting his eyes upon me, ſaid, in 


We had Ae to wait till he had diſpatch- 


. a very obliging manner, That I had already me- 


* rited it, by the ſervices I had rendered him.” He 


_ afterwards took me into his cloſet, to diſcourſe with 


Vol. II. R me 
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me in private, or rather, judge of my underſtand- 
ing by my converſation. He deſired to know who 
I was, and the courſe of lite | had hitherto paſſed, 
exacting of me a ſincere narration of the whole. 
What a laborious taſk was this ! I could not enter- 
_ tain a thought of telling lies before a prime miniſter 
of Spain. On the other hand, I had ſo many things 
to relate at the expence of my vanity, that I could 
not reſolve on a general confeſſion. How then was 
I co extricate myſelf from this embaraſſment? 1 
took the reſolution of embelliſhing the truth, in 
thoſe parts where it would have offended in its na- 
kedneſs; but he did not fail to diſcover it, in ſpite 
of all my endeavours. ** Monfieur de Santillane, 
« ſaid he, with a ſmile, (when I had finiſhed my 
* ſtory) I ſee you have been in your time a little 
upon the Picaro *.“ Your excellency, ſaid I 
„with a bluſh, ordered me to be ſincere, and [ 
have obeyed.” I am obliged to thee for it, re- 
* plied he; go, my child, thou haſt acquitted thy- 
« {elt pretty well. 1 am aſtoniſhed that thou watt 
* not undone by ill example. There are many ho- 
$5 neſt people who would have turned villains had 
* fortune put them to the jame trials. 
„ Friend Santillane, continued the miniſter, for- 
e get thy paſt life; and remember that chou art 
« now a ſervant to the king, in whoſe buſineſs thou 
te wilt be employed for the future. Follow me and 
„ will acquaint thee with the nature of thy office.” 
He conducted me into a little cloſer adjoining to his 
own, where I ſaw, upon ſhelves, twenty thick vo- 
lumes in folio. © Here, {aid he, thou muſt labour, 
* Theſe volumes compoſe a dictionary of all the no- 
ble families in the kingdoms and principalities 
* of the Spaniſh monarchy. Every book contains, 
* in alphabetical order, the abridged hiſtory of 
every gentleman: in which are related the ſervices 
te which he and his anceſtors have performed to the 
* Picaro, a Spaniſh word fignifyng knave, 
| * ſkate, 
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te ſtate, as well as the affairs of honour in which 
ee they have been engaged. Mention is alſo made of 
ee their fortune, their morals, and, in a word, of 
« all their bad qualities: fo that when they come to 
<« ſolicit favours at court, I ſce, with a ſingle 
« glance, whether they deſerve them or not. That 
« | may have an exact information of all theſe 
« things, I have penſionaries every where, who 
te take care to get good intelligence, which they 
o tranſmit to me in writing; but as their memorials 
* are often diffuſe, and ſtuffed with provincial 
modes of expreſſion, they muſt be render. d 
more conciſe, and the diction polithed ; becauſe 
e the king ſometimes orders thele regiſters to be 
read to him. This work requires a perſpicuous 
ce ftile, and I will immediately employ thee to make 
it ſuch as I have deſcribed.” 

He then took out of a porto folio, full of papers, 
a memorial, which he put into my hand; and went 
out of my cloſet, leaving me at liberty to make 
my firſt attempt. I read the memorial, which 
ſcemed not only ſtuffed with barbarous terms, but 
even filled with indecent paſſion; though it had 
been compoſed by a monk in the town ot Solſona. 
He there tore to- pieces, moſt unmercifully, a good 
Catalonian family; and God knows whether he 
{poke truth or not: it looked ſo much like a ſcan- 
dalous libel, at firſt, I made fome ſcruple of 
working upon it; being afraid of making myſelf an 
accomplice in the calumny. Nevertheleſs, novice 
as I was at court, I went on, at the hazard of his 
reverence's ſoul; and placing all the iniquity, if 
there was any, to his account, began to diſhonour 
in good Caſtihan phraſes, two or three generations 
of (perhaps) very honeſt men, 

I had already finithed four or five pages, when 
the duke, impatient to lee how I performed, return- 
ed and faid, © Santillane, ſhew m2 what thou haſt 

| R 2 done; 
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« done; for I am very anxious to ſee it.“ At the 
ſame time throwing his eyes upon my work, he read 
the beginning with great attention, and expreſſed fo 
much fatisfaCtion, chat I was ſurprized. * Prepoſ- 
« ſeſſed as I was in thy favour, ſaid he, I confeſs thou 
* haſt{urpaſſed my expectation: thou writeſt not on- 
ly with all the clearneſs and diſtinction that] deſi- 
„red, but thy ſtile is alfo ſpirited and eaſy : thou 
* juſtifieſt the choice I have made of thy pen, 
and conſoleſt me for the loſs of thy predeceflor.” 
He would not have finiſhed his elogium fo ſoon, had 
he not been interrupted by the arrival of his ne- 
phew, the count de Lemos, whom his excellency 
embraced ſeveral times, and received in ſuch a 
manner, as convinced me that he loved him with a 
tender affection. They ſhut themſelves up toge- 
ther, to. talk in private of a family affair, which I 
mall hereafter mention: and with which the mini- 
ſter, at that time, ſeemed to be more engroſſed 
than with the buſineſs of his majefty. - 

While they were thus engaged, I heard the clock 
ſtrike twelve; and, knowing that the fecretaries 
and clerks quitted their offices at that hour, to go 
and dine where they thought proper, I left my per- 
formance, and went out, not with a view of going 
to Monteſer's houſe, for he had already paid my 
appointments, and 1 had taken my leave of him, 
but to the moſt famous ordinary of the court-end 
of the town, a common eating-houſe would not 
ſerve me now. Remember that thou art now a ſer- 
vant to the king. Theſe words which the duke had 
pronounced, were ſeeds of ambition that ſprung up 
continually in my ſoul. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


He diſcovers that his peft is not altogether withcut mortifications, 
His uneafine/s at this piece of information, which obliges him 10 
alter his condud. 


HAD ſome difficulty when I entered, to let 
the landord know that I was ſecretary to the 
rime miniſter ; and in that quality I did not know 
what I ſhould order for my dinner: I was afraid 
of beſpeaking ſomething that might ſavour of par- 
ſimony, and therefore ordered him to dreſs what 
he himſelf thould think proper. In conſequence 
of which he regaled me in a fumptuous manner, and 
I was ſerved with marks of reſpect which gave me 
ſtill more pleaſure than the entertainment. When 
the bill was brought, I threw a piftole upon the 
table, leaving to the waiters one fourth of it 
at leaſt; for ſo much remained above the reckon- 
ing. After which I ſtrutted away with ſuch geſ- 
tures as ſhewed that I was mighty well pleaſed with 
my own perſon. 

About twenty yards from hence, there was a large 
houſe, in which noblemen that were ſtrangers, 
uſually lodged. Here I hired an apartment, con- 
fiſting of five or ſix rooms elegantly-turniſhed, as if 
I already enjoyed two or three thouſand ducats a 
year; and even paid the firſt month per advance. 
Afterwards, returning to. buſineſs, 1 ſpent the 
whole afternoon in proceeding on what I had be- 
gun in the morning. There were two other ſecre- 
taries in an apartment next to mine; but they on- 
ly tranſcribed what the duke gave them to copy. 
I contracted an acquaintance with them that very 
evening, when we went out together; and, the bet- 
ter to obtain their friendſhip, carried them to my 

ta- 
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tavern, where J ordered for ſupper the beſt diſhes 
that were in ſeaſon, with the moſt delicate wines. 

We ſat down together, and began to converſe 
with more gaicty than wit; for, to do juſtice to 
my gueſts, I preſently perceived that they were 
not indebted to their genius for the places which 
they poſſeſſed. They were connoiſſeurs. indeed, 
in the different kinds of hand-writing ; but they 
had not the leaſt tincture of a univerſity educa- 
ton. 

To make amends for this, they perfectly under- 
ſtood their own little intereſts ; and were not fo 
much intoxicated with the honour of ſerving the 
prime miniſter, but that rhey complained of their 
fttuation. © We have already, ſaid one of them, 
© exerciſed our employment five months at our 
e own expence, without touching a ſingle farthing ; 
and, which is worſe, our appointments'are not re- 
„ gulated; nor do we know upon what footing we 
% are employed.” For my own part, ſaid the 
& other, I would with all my heart receive twen- 
cc ty ſtripes, inſtrad of appointments, to be allow- 
% ed the liberty of engaging myſelf elſewhere ; 
« for I dare not retire of my own accord, nor de- 
« mand my diſmiſſion, after the ſecrets with which 
] have been intruſted : I ſhould not chooſe to. 
e yiſit the tower of Segovia, or the caſtle of Ali- 
« cant.” * | 

„How, ſaid I, do you make ſhift to live? I 
« ſuppoſe you have fortunes of your own.” They 
ſaid, they had very little money ; but, luckily for 
them, they lodged at the houſe of an honeſt widow, 
who cave them credit for their board, at the rate 
of one hundred piſtoles a year from each. This 
language, of which I did not loſe a word, diſſipa- 
red, in an inſtant, the fumes of my pride: I con- 
cluded, that no more attention would be paid to 


me than to others; and conſequently, I had no rea- 
un 
\ 
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ſon to be ſo much delighted with my poſt, which 
was not quite fo ſubſtantial as I had imagined ; and 
that, in ſhort, I could not be too frugal of my caſh. 
Theſe reflections cured me of my extravagance. 
even began to repent of having invited my fellow 
ſecretaries, and wiſhed the repait at an end ; when 
the bill was brought, I diſputed with the landlord 
on every article, | 

My triends and I ſeparated at midnight ; becauſe 
I did not preſs them to ſtay any longer. They 
went home to their widow, and [ to my ſuperb 
appartment, which I now was angry with myſelf for 
having hired ; and which I firmly refolved to leave 
at the end of the month. It was to no purpoſe for 
me to lie down on a good bed ; my anxiety baniſh- 
ed all repoſe ; and | paſſed the night in contriving 
means of being paid by his majeſty for my labour. 
I ſtuck, on this occaſion, to Monteſer's adviſe, and 
role with a reſolution of going to pay my reſpects to 
Don Rodrigo de Calderona. I was in a very pro- 
per diſpoſition to appear before a man of his pride, 
becauſe I found I had occaſion for his protection. 

I then repaired to the ſecretary, whoſe lodging 
Joined to that of the duke of Lerma, and even 
equalled in magnificence: by the furniture, it would 
have been difficult to diſtinguiſh the maſter from 
the man. I ſent in my name, as the ſucceſſor of Don 
Valerio; but notwithſtanding that, I waited in the an- 
tichamber upwards of an hour. Mr. New Secreta- 
ry (ſaid 1 to myſelf at this juncture) have a little pa- 
tience, if you pleaſe : I perceive you muſt dance 
attendance yourſelf, before you make other people 
do fo.” I he chamber door being at length opened, 
] entered, and advanced towards Don Rodrigo, 
who having juſt written a billet-doux to his charm- 
ing Sirena, was puting it into Pedrillo's hands. I 
had never appeared before the archbiſhop of Grena- 
da, the count Galliano, nor even the prime miniſ- 
| ter, 
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ter, fo reſpectfully as I preſented myſelf to the eyes 
of Signior de Calderona, whom I faluted with a 
bow to the very ground, entreating his proteCtion 
in ſuch ſubmiſſive terms, that I cannot remember 
them without a bluſh. My meanneſs would have 
turned to my prejudice, in the opinion of one who 
had not ſo much pride: but he was pleaſed with my 
ſervile behaviour, and aſſured me obligingly enough, 
that he would omit no opportunity of ſerving 
a 

I thanked him with great demonſtrations of zeal 
for his favourable ſentiments of me; and, having 
vowed eternal attachment to him, took my leave 
for fear of incommoding him; and craved his for- 
giveneſs, if I had interrupted him in his important 
affairs. As foon as I had acted this cringing part, 
] went to my office, where I finiſhed the taſk which 
had been impoſed. The duke did not fail to come 
thither in the morning, and was no leſs pleaſed with 
the concluſion, than he had been with the begin- 
ning of my work; and faid : © This is extremely 
well: write as well as thou canſt this abridged 
<- hiſtory in the regiſter of Catalonia: after which, 
* thou thalt take another information out of the 
„ porto folto, and alter and methodize it in the 
« {ame manner.” I had a pretty long converſation 
with his excellency, and was delighted with his 
ſweetneſs and familiarity of behaviour. What a 
difference was there between him and Calderona 
1 hey were two figures ſtrongly contraſted. 

I dined that day in an eating houſe at a moderate 
expence; and reſolved to go thither incognito every 
evening, till I ſhould ſee the effect of my complat- 
fance and ſervility. I had money ſufficient to main- 
tain me about three months, during which time I 
reſolved to work at a venture ; propoling, as the 
ſhorteſt follies are the leaſt prejudicial, to abandon 
the court and all its tinſel, if I ſhould receive . 
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{alary before the expiration of that term. This be- 
ing my plan, I neglected nothing for the ſpace of 
two months, to pleaſe Calderona ; but he took ſo 
little notice of my endeavours, that deſpairing of 
ſucceſs, I altered my conduct towards him; and ex- 
erted myſelf wholly in profiting by thoſe moments 
of converſation which I had with the duke, 


CHAP. IV. 
Gil Blas obtain; the favour of the duke of Lerma, abo intruſic bia 
avith an important ſecret. 


HOUGH his grace, to uſe the expreſſion, on- 

_ ly juft appeared before me, and vaniſhed 
again, every day, I inſenſibly rendered myſelf ſo 
agreeable to his excellency, that he ſaid to me one 
afternoon, Hark'ye, Gil Blas, I like thy diſpo- 
« ſition and underſtanding, and therefore entertain 
* a regard for thee. Thou art a zealous faithful 
« young fellow, extremely intelligent and diſcreet ; 
I therefore think I ſhall not miſplace my confi- 
& dence, if I beſtow it upon thee.” I threw my- 
ſelf on my knees, when he uttered theſe words z and; 
after having reſpectfully kiſſed one of his hands, 
which he held out to raiſe me up, anſwered, © Is it 
* 5 — then, that your excellency can deign to 
e honour me with ſo great a favour? What ſecret 
enemies will your goodneſs raiſe up againſt me ! 
“ But there is only one man whole diſpleature I dread, 
&* and that is Don Rodrigo de Calderona.“ 4 
Thou haſt nothing to apprehend from that 

© quarter, replied the duke: | know Calderona x 
© he has been attached to me from his infancy ; 
© and I may venture to ſay, that his ſentiments are 
e ſo conformable to my own, that he careſſes tuoſe 
% whom J eſteem, and deſpiſes thoſe who diſoblige 
Yor. II. S me: 
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© me: inſtead of dreading his averſion, thou mayſt, 
* on the contrary, rely upon his friendſhip.” By 
this, I could plainly difcover, that Signior Don 
Rodrigo was'a cunning, fellow, who had got poſ- 
ſeſſion of his excellency's ſoul ; and that I could 
not be too cautious with him, * To begin, added 
the duke, with putting thee in poſſeſſion of my 
confidence, I will diſcloſe to thee a deſign which 
« I have projected: for it is neceſſary that thou. 
* ſhouldſt be informed of it, to enable thee to ac- 
quit thyſelf the better of the commiſſions in which 
« Tintend to employ thee. I have a long time be- 
* held my authority in general reſpected, my deci- 
„ ſions implicitly followed, and commiſſions, em- 
„ ployments, governments, viceroyalties, and be- 
« nefices diſpoled of according to my wiſhes, I 
« may be laid to reign in Spain; and it is impoſſi- 
e ble to puſh my fortune farther : but I would ſe- 
cure it againſt the ſtorms which begin to threaten 
% me; and, for that purpoſe, I could wiſh to have 
„ my nephew, the count de Lemos, for my ſuc- 
« ceflor in the miniſtry,” 

Here the duke, obſerving that I was extremely: 
{urprized at what I heard, laid: © I tee your ſur- 
prize, Santillane; I fee your ſurprize Lou 
« think it extraordinary that] ſhould prefer my ne- 
% phew to my own ſon, the duke d' Uzeda: but, 
c believe me, the latter has too limited a genius to 
« ſucceed in my place; beſides, I am his enemy, he- 
& has found the ſecret of being agreeable to the 
king, who wiſhes to make him his favourite; and 
« this is what I cannot bear. The favour of a ſo- 
% yereign is like the poſſeſſion of a woman whom: 
« we adore: a pitce of happineſs, of which we are 
« {> jealous, that we cannot reconcile ourſelves to 
« ſhare it with a rival, however connected to us by 
* the ties of blood or friendſhip, 
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« ] now diſcloſe to thee, continued he, the very 
cc bottom of my foul | have already attempted 
&« toruin the duke d'Uzeda with his majeſty; and» 
e not having been able to ſucceed, I have changed 
« my battery. My intention is, that the count de 
Lemos ſhall inſinuate himſelf into the good graces 
of the prince of Spain. Being gentleman of 
< his bed- chamber, he has frequently an opportu- 
* nity of talking with him; beſides, he does not 
« want underſtanding, and I know an infallible 
e method for him to ſucceed in that enterprize. By 
« this ſtratagem, I will oppoſe my nephew to my 
« ſon, and create a diviſion between the two cou- 
„ ſins, which will oblige them both to court my 
*« ſupport, the awe of which will keep them ſub- 
e miffive to my will. This, added he, is my con- 
« trivance z and thy aſſiſtance will be very ſervice- 
able to me: for I will always ſend thee to the 
* count de Lemos, and thou ſhalt report from him 
* whatever he ſhall think neceſſary to impart.” 

After this confidence, which J conſidered as rea- 
dy money, I was no longer uneaſy. ** At length, 
e ſaid I to myſelf, I am under the ſpout, and a 
e ſhower of gold will certainly rain upon me; for 
eit is impoſſible but that the confident of a man, 
« who, by way of excellence, is called the Great 
« Pillar of the Spaniſh monarchy, ſhould, in a ſhort 
« time, be loaded with riches.” Full of ſuch agreea- 
ble expectations, I ſaw, with an eye of indifference, 
my poor purſe giving up the ghoſt. | 
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CHAP. v. 
Gil Blas becomes overnobelmed with joy, | onour, and diſtreſs. 


T HE miniſter's affection for me was, in 3 
& 'ſhort time, perceived; for he affected to give 
marks of it in kuble, giving me the charge ot his 
porto folio, which he uſed to carry in his own hand 
to council. I his behaviour cauſing people to look 
upon me as a kind of favourite, excited the enyy of 
ſeveral perſons; and was the occaſion of my recei- 
ving a great deal of court holy water. My two 
neighbours, the ſecretaries, were not deficient in 
complimenting me upon my approaching greatneſs: 
they invited me to ſup at their widow's, not ſo 
much in return for my entertainment, as with a 
view to engage me in their behalf for the future. 
I wag welcomed every where: even the haughty 
Don Rodrigo altered his behaviour to me, and now 
called me nothing but Signior de Santillane; though, 
before that, he only favoured me with you, always 
"omitting the term Signier. He loaded me with ci- 
vilities, efpecially when he, imagined our patron 
might obſerve him: but I aſſure you he had not a 
fool to deal with; I anſwered all his kindneſs with 
equal politeneſs ; and the more fo, the more I de- 
Jpiled him in my heart; an old courtier could not 
have excelled me in this particular. | 

I alſo accompanied the duke to court, whitker he 
uſually went three times a day. In the morning he 
entered his majeſty's bed-chamber as foon as he was 
awake; and, kneeling by the bed-ſide, converſed 
upon thole things that were to be done in the day; 
having alſo dictated to his maſter what was to be 
ſaid, he retired; and returned immediately after 
dinner, not to converſe on ſtate- affairs, but on en- 
„„ EN tertaining 
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tertaining ſubjects, and regale the king with all the 
humorous and diverting adventures which hap- 
pened in Madrid, and of which he always recei- 
ved very early information. Laſt of all, he viſited 
him for the third time in the evening, when he gave 
ſuch an account as he thought 7 of what he 
had done through the day, and, in a careleſs man- 
ner, aſked his majeſty's orders for to- morrow. While 
he was with the king, I remained in the anti-cham- 
ber, where Iſaw people of quality devoted to the idol, 
r court my converſation, and think themſelves 
appy if I entered into diſcourſe with them. At- 
ter this how could I avoid thinking myſelf a man 
of conſequence ? There are a great many at court 
who have the ſame opinion of themſelves, upon a 
much lighter foundation. man 
One day, in particular, I had fine food for my 
vanity : the king, to whom the duke had ſpoken 
very advantageouſly of my ſtile, was deſirous ta ſee 
a ſpecimen of it, His excellency, therefore, made 
me take up the Catalonian regiſter, and, taking me 
into the preſence, ordered me to read the firſt ſtory 
which 1 had abridged. I was at firſt over- awed by 
the preſence of the prince, but I was ſoon compoſed 
by that of the miniſter : and read my performance, 
which his majeſty attended to with pleaſure, He 
expreſſed his ſatisfaction, and even recommended 
me to the miniſter's protection. This did not at all 
diminiſh the pride of my heart; and the converſa- 
tion, which 1 had a 1 days after with the 
count de Lemos, quite filled my head with the 
ideas of ambition. I went to this nobleman from 
his uncle, and, finding him at the prince's court, 
preſented to him a letter of credentials; in which 
the duke informed him that he might unboſom 
himſelf to me, as to one who was erfetly well ac- 
quainted with their deſign, and choſen by him as 
their common meſſenger. The count, having read 
r 8 "4 this 
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this billet, conducted me into a room, and having 
locked the door, ſpoke to me as follows : Since 
* you enjoy the confidence of the duke of Lermas 
< T doubt not but you deſerve it; and I ought to 
* make no difficulty in giving you mine alſo. 
« Know then, that matters go on as we could wiſh. 
The prince of Spain diſtinguiſhes me from all the 
< noblemen, who are perſonally attached to him, 
and who ſtudy to pleaſe him. I had this morn- 
ing a private converſation with him, in which he 
appeared chagrined at ſeeing himſelf, through the 
* king's avarice, unable to follow the dictates of his 
e generous diſpoſition, or even to be laviſh like a 
* prone: On this occaſion, I did not fail to lament 
nis fituation ; and, profiting by the opportunity, 
* promued to bring him a thouſand piſtoles at his 
<< levee the next day, as an earneſt of greater ſums, 
which I have undertaken to furniſh him with in a 
very little time. He was charmed with my pro- 
« mite; and I am certain of obtaining his tavour, 
«* if I perform my promiſe. Go and relate theſe 
< circumftances to my uncle, and return in the 
evening, to inform me of his ſentiments of the 
oor ee 

I parted from the count de Lemos immediately, 
and went back to the duke of Lerma, who, on my re- 
port, ſent to Calderona for a thouſand piſtoles, which 
he gave me to carry in the evening to the the count. 
This I performed ; ſaying to mylelf, © Egad, I now 
fee plaifily what the infallible method is, which the 
miniſter takes to ſucceed in his enterprize : upon 
my honour ! he acts judiciouſly ; and, to all ap- 
pearances, this prodigality will not ruin his fortune: 
] can eaſily gueſs from whoſe coffers theſe piſtoles 
are taken : it 1s, however, but reaſonable, that the 
father ſhould maintain the ſon.” The count de Le- 
mos, when we parted from each other, ſaid ſoftly, 
* Farewell, our dear confident; the prince of Spain is 
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4 a little amorous : you and I muſt ſhortly have a 
&« conference on that ſubject : I foreſee that I ſhall 
« have occaſion for your dexterity very ſoon.” I 
came home reflecting upon theſe words, which were 
not at all ambiguous, and, which rejoiced me 
greatly. Excellent work indeed, ſaid I, I am 
« juſt on the eve of becoming Mercury to the heir 
*« of the kingdom.” I did not examine into the 
goodneſs or badneſs of the office; the quality of 
the gallant laid my virtue aſleep. What glory was 
it for me to be appointed miniſter of pleaſure to a 
great prince! © Softly, Mr. Gil Blas, (ſome folks 
will perhaps ſay) the buſineſs was only to make 
* you a deputy miniſter. I confeſs it: but in 
e reality, the honour of both theſe employments is 
« equal, the difference lies in the profits only.” 
While I executed theſe noble commiſſions, ad- 
vancing every day farther and farther in the good 
graces of the prime miniſter ; with ſuch enchanting 
hopes, how happy ſhould I have been, if ambition 
had ſecured me trom the cravings of hunger! More 
than two months had elapſed ſince I had quitted 
my magnificent apartment, and hired a {mall cham- 
ber very moderately furniſhed. Though this gave 
me ſome uneaſineſs, yet, as I came outearly in the 
morning, and did not go home to bed before 
night, I bore my fortune pretty patiently. The 
whole day I appeared upon my theatre, that 
is, in the duke's houſe, and pefrormed the part of 
a man of conſequence: but, when J had crept up in- 
to my garret, my importance vaniſhed, and nothing 
remained now but poor Gil Blas without money; 
and, which is ſtill worſe, without any thing that 
could fetch it. If I had not been too proud to diſ- 
cover my neceſſity to any body, I did not know a 
perſon that could aſſiſt me, except Navarro, whom 
had ſo much neglected fince I turned courtier, 
hat I had not aſſurance enough to make application 
e fnendluip. I had been obliged by degrees 
| 0 
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to ſell all my cloaths, except thoſe for which I had 
abſolute occaſion. I no longer viſited the eating- 
houſe, becauſe I had not ſufficient to pay my ordt- 
nary. How then did I make ſhift to ſubſiſt? Every 
morning, a little bread and wine was brought into 
our offices for breakfaſt: this was all that the mi- 
niſter allowed, this was all I ate through the day: 
and, at night, I generally went ſupperleſs to bed. 

Such was the ſituation of a man who ſhone at 
court, and who was more properly an object of 
compaſſion than envy. I could no longer ſuſtain 
the weight of my miſery ; and at length determin- 
ed to diſcloſe it with all the addreſs I was maſter 
of to the duke of Lerma, as ſoon as an opportunity 
ſhould offer. Happily for me I tbund an occaſion 
at the Eſcurial *, whirher the king and the prince 
_ a few days after J had formed this reſo- 
ution. 


r. VI. 


How Gil Blas informs the duke of Lerma of his neceſſity, and how 
| | the miniſter behaved on the occaſion. 


HILE the king was at the Eſcurial he de- 
frayed the expence of every body; ſo that 
there I did not feel where the ſhoe pinched : I lay 
in a wardrobe, juſt by the bed chamber of the 
duke; who, one morning, riſing as uſual at day- 


light, ordered me to take ſome papers and a ſtand- 


® Eſcurial, a royal: palace about ſix leagues from Madrid, 
bailt by Philip the Second king of Spain; who expended no 
leſs than 5,270,000 ducats in finiſhing and adorning this 
magnificent work. Here to9 15 a chapel in which are the tombs 
of all the Spaniſh monarchs, from Charles V. to the preſent 
time. Mr. Thompſon, a Yorkſhire gentleman, has publiſhed 
an elegant deſcription of the Eſcurial, printed in royal 
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th, and follow him into the palace garden. We 
went and ſat down under a lt of trees, where I 
put myſelf,” by his order, into the attitude of a man 
writing upon the crown of his hat; while he held in 
his hand a paper, which he pretended to read: ſo 
that, at a diſtance, we ſeemed buſy in very ſerious 
affairs, though, during the whole time, our con- 
verſation was very trifling. 

For upwards of an hour, I had diverted his ex- 
cellency with all the ſallies that my ſprightly fancy 
could afford, when two magpies perching on the 


trees under which we ſat, began to chatter in ſuch a 


* 


noiſy manner, as to attract our attention. Theſe 
birds, ſaid the/ duke, ſeem to ſcold one another: I 
ſhould be very glad to know the caule of their quar- 
rel.“ „My lord, faid I, your curioſity recalls to 
my memory an Indian fable, which I have read in 
« Pilpay, or ſome other fabulous author.” The mi- 
niſter deſired to hear it, and I related it as follows. 
In antient days a good monarch reigned in Per- 
« ſia, whoſe genius not being ſufficiently extenſive 
to govern his kingdom of himſelf, he left that 
* care to his grand viſir Atalmuc, a man of ſupe- 
„ rior capacity, who wiſely ſupported the weight of 
that vaſt monarchy, and maintained it in pre- 


found peace. He had even the art of making the 


e royal authority not only feared but loved; and 
** the ſubjects enjoyed an affectionate father in a 
viſir, who en to his prince. Atalmuc had, 
e among his ſecretaries, a young Cachemirian called 
„ Zeangir, whom he eſteemed more than all the 


others. He took pleaſure in his converſation, car- 


*© ried him in his company to the chace, and even diſ- 
„ cloſed to him his moſt ſecretth oughts. One day, 
<* as they were hunting together in a wood, the vi- 
* ſir ſeeing two ravens croaking on a tree, ſaid to 
* his ſecretary, © I wiſh 1 knew what theſe birds 
are talking of in their language,” * Signior, re- 
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& plied the Cachemirian, your wiſh may be accom 
* pliſned. How can that be?“ ſaid Atalmuc” 
« A cabaliftical derviſe, ſaid Zeangir, taught. me 
te the language of birds. If you will give me leave, 
** will liſten to theſe, and repeat to you verbatim 
every thing that I ſhall hear. 
e vibe conſented; and the Cachemirian ap- 
c proaching the ravens, ſeemed to lend an attentive 
« ear to their converſation: after which, returning 
<* to his maſter, . Signior, ſaid he, would you be- 
lieve it? we are the ſubject of their converſation.” 
© Impoſlible! cried the Perſian miniſter; what ean 

e they ſay of us?” © One of them (replied the ſe- 
« cretary) ſaid, Behold the grand viſir Atalmuc in 
4 perſon, that tutelary eagle, who covers Perſia like 
* a neſt with his wings, and inceſſantly watches for 

<« its preſervation. As a relaxation from his pain- 
ful toils, he hunts in this wood with his faithful 
<« Zeangir. How happy muſt that ſecretary be in 
"00 ſerving a maſter who has ſo much affection for 
„ him!“ „ Softly, replied the other raven, ſoftly ; - 
<« do not too much extol the happineſs of that Ca- 
e chemirian : Atalmuc, indeed, converſes familiar- 
« ly with him, honours him with his confidence, 
s and doubtleſs means to give him a conſiderable 
* poſt: but, before that happens, Zeangir will be 
« ſtarved to death. That poor devil lodges in a 
C ſmall paltry room, where he is in want of the 
common neceſſaries of life. Ing word, he lives 
<« in a very milerable manner, though nobody at 
« court perceives it. The grand viſir never thinks 
ce of enquiring into his circumſtances ; but, ſatis- 
3 fied with entertaining favourable ſentiments in 
6 his behalf, leaves him, in the mean time, a prey 
c to poverty and diſtreſs.” 

Here I ceaſed ſpeaking, in order to obſerve the 
duke, who aſked me with a ſmile, what impreſſion 
the apologue made on the mind of Atalmuc, * 

fi che 
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the grand viſir was not offended at the preſumption 
of his ſecretary. No, my lord, ſaid I, greatly 
« confuſed at his queſtion, the fable ſays, that, on 
t the contrary, he loaded him with favours.” 
« That was 8 replied the duke, with a ſe- 
<« rjous air; ſome miniſters would not like to re- 
« ceive ſuch leſſons. But, added he, (breaking off 
i the diſcourſe, and getting up) I believe the ki 
will ſhortly be awake, and my duty obliges me 
« to be near him.” He then walked haſtily towards 
the palace, without ſpeaking another word, and 
greatly diſpleaſed, as I imagined, with the Indian 
able. | 

I followed him to the very door of his majeſty's 
bed chamber; after which, I went and placed the 
papers where I had taken them, and then entered the 
cloſet where our two copying ſecretaries were at 
work; for they alſo were with us. What is the 
matter with you, ſignior de Santillane ? (ſaid they, 
„as ſoon as they ſaw me) you ſeem greatly diſ- 
* turbed ! Has any diſagreeable accident happen- 
* ed to you?“ 

I was too much affected with the ill ſucceſs of my 
apologue to conceal my grief : I repeated to them 
what I had ſaid to the duke; and they expreſſed their 
ſympathy in the ſharp affliction with which I was 
leized. © You have great reaſon to be unealy, ſaid 
sone of them; I wiſh you may receive better treat- 
* ment than the ſecretary of cardinal Spinola, who, 
« diſſatisfied with having received nothing for fifteen 
* months in which he was employed by his emi- 
„ nence, took the liberty, one day, of repreſenting 
s his neceſſity, and craving ſome money for his ſub- 
e ſiſtence.” It is but juſt, ſaid the miniſter, that 
“you ſhould be paid. Here, added he, giving him 
** an order for a thouſand ducats, go and receive that 
* ſum from the royal treaſury ; but remember, at 
the ſame time, that I have no further occaſion for 
WY your 


136 The ADVENTURES of 


e your ſervices.” The ſecretary would have con- 
4 ſoled himſelf for his diſmiſſion, had he touched 
c his thouſand ducats, and been permitted to ſeek 
« for buſineſs elſewhere; but, juſt as he went out 
c of the cardinal's houſe, he was arreſted by an al- 
< guazil, and conducted to the tower of Segovia, 
e where he has long been a priſoner.“ 
This touch of hillory encreaſed my fear; ] believ- 
ed myſelf vndone ; and becoming inconſolable, be- 
can to reproach my own impatience, as if T had not 
juffered enough. Alas! ſaid I, why did I riſk 
« that unlucky table which has diſpleaſed the mi- 
de niſter ? perhaps, he was juſt on the point of extri- 
e cating me out of my miſcrable ſituation—nay, 
<« perhaps I was on the eve of making one of thoſe 
« {udden fortunes which aſtoniſh mankind, What 
ce riches! what honours have I loſt by my own folly ! 
<« ] ſhould have conſidered, that great men do not 
« chuſe to be anticipated, but deſire that the leaſt 
« oratifications they are obliged to give, ſhould be 
« received as their own free grace and favour. It 
« would have been better for me, to have continued 
% my ſlender. regimen, without complaining to the 
% duke, and even to ſuffer myſelf to die of hunger, 
« by which means the blame would have lain intire- 
« ly on his ſide.” OT SO e e Oe 
If I had even preſerved ſome rays of hope, my 
maſter, whom 1 ſaw in the afternoon, would have 
entirely baniſhed them; he was very ſerious with 
me, contrary to cuſtom, and hardly ſpoke at all: a 
circumſtance which threw me into great diſorder for 
the remainder of the day; neither did + paſs tlie 
night in more tranquillity, my ſorrow for ſeeing all 
my agreeable illuſions vaniſh, and the Cread of in- 
creaſing the number of ſtate priſoners, made me groan 
and lament my condition till the morning 
F | * 4 en The 
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The next day was the criſis of my fate. The duke 
ordered me to be called in the morning, and I en” 
tered his chamber, trembling like a criminal going 
to receive ſentence. ** Santillane, ſaid, he, (ſhewing 
« a paper Which he held in his hand) take this or- 
« der.”— I quaked at the word order, ſaying to my- 
« ſelf, „O heaven! behold cardinal Spinola ! the 
« carriage is ready for Segovia.” The terror which 
ſeized me, was fo great that I interrupted the miniſ- 
ter, and throwing myſelf at his feet, My lord, ſaid 
6 ], (all bathed in tears) I moſt humbly entreat that 
« your excellency will pardon my preſumption : it 
« was neceſſity aloe that compelled me to diſcloſe 
« my ſituation.” ha: 

The duke, who could not help laughing at 'm 
uneaſineſs, anſwered, Be comforted, Gil-Blas, an 
% hearken to what I ſhall ſay to you. although 
e the diſcovering thy neceſſities, was a reproach to 
e me, for not having prevented them, I am not 
« diſobliged, my friend; I am rather angry with my- 
« ſelf for having omitted to aſk thee how thou liveſt. 
« But, to begin with making amends for this inat- 
< tention, I give thee this order for fifteen hundred 
* ducats, which will be paid = ſight, out of the 
royal treaſury. This is not all; I promiſe thee the 
e ſame ſum annually, and beſides, when people of 
& wealth and generoſity ſolicit thy intereſt, I do not 
te forbid thee to ſpeak in their behalf.“ 

In the extacy occaſioned by theſe words, I kiſſed 
the feet of the miniſter, who, having commanded me 
to riſe, continued to converſe with me in a familiar 
manner. I 'attempted to recall my gatety, but I 
could not make ſuch a ſudden tranſition from grief 
to joy. I was as much confounded as a wretch, 
who receives information of his pardon, in the very 
minute when he' expected his execution. My 
maſter aſcribed all this agitation, to the fear of hav- 
ing incurred his diſpleaſure, though the dread of 
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pet petual impriſonment had an equal ſhare in my 
diſcompoſure. He confeſſed, that he had affected 
coolneſs towards me, to ſee if I ſhould be afflicted 
at the change ; that from this circumſtance, he 
was convinced of my ſincere attachment to his per- 
jon, for which he eſteemed me the more. 


CHAP. VII. 


The gpod ne which Gil Blas makes of his fifteen hundred ducati 4 
the firſt affair in which he m, and the profit - accruing 
| 7 rom it. 


IE king, as if he had intended to gratify my 
impatience, returned to Madrid the very 
next day; upon which I flew inſtantly to the royal 
treaſury, where I immediatly received the ſum 
mentioned in my order. I now liſtened to nothing 
but my vanity and ambition; I abandoned my mi- 
ſcrable room io tholc ſecretaries who remain ignorant 
of the. language of birds, and once more hired m 
elegant apartment, which was luckily 1 
I ſent for a celebrated taylor, who worked for al- 
molt all the beaus; he took my meaſure and car- 
ried me to a ſhop, where he took off five ells of 
cloth, which he faid was barely ſufficient to make 
a ſuit for me. Five ells for a ſuit in the Spaniſh 
tafte ! good heaven — but let us ſpare our cenſure. 
Taylors of reputation always uſe more cloth than 
others. I then bought ſome linen, which I greatly 
wanted. filk ſtockings, and a beaver laced with 
point d'elpagne. I then thought it. would not look 
well tor me to be without a ſervant, and defired 
Vincent Forero, my landlord, to accommodate me 
with one of his own recommendation. Moſt of 
the ſtrangers who lodged with him, on their arri- 
val at Madrid, engaged S paniſh valets into their ſer- 
| vice, 
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vice, by which means, his houſe was the rendezvous 
of all the lacqueys out of place. The firſt that 
preſented himſelf, was a young fellow of ſuch a 
mild, devout appearance, that I did not approve 
of him; he too much reſembled Ambroſe de La- 
mela. I do not want, ſaid I to Forero, a valet 
« of ſuch a religious deportment; I have been al- 
« ready over-reached by ſuch ar.ather.” Scarce had 
I diſmiſſed this lacquey, when another came in, of a 
very ſprightly appearance, as impudent as a court 

age, with ſomething froguiſh in his countenance. 
Pleaſed with his looks, I put ſome queſtions to 
him, which he anſwered with ſpirit. I obſerved 
that he was of an intriguing diſpoſition, and, look- 
ing upon him as a ſubject ſuitable to my purpoſe, 
engaged him immediately, I had no caule to re- 
pent of my choice; nay, I ſoon perceived that I 
had made an admirable acquiſition. As the duke 
had permitted me to ſpeak to him, in favour of thoſe 
whom I ſhould be glad to ſerve, I was reſolved not 
to neglect this permiſſion; I had occaſion for a 
jackall to diſcover the game; that is, an induſtri- 
ous pleaſant fellow, proper to find out, and allure 
thoſe who had favours to aſk of the prime miniſter. 
This office was indeed, the maſter-piece of Scipio 
(ſuch was my lacquey's name) who had been in the 
ſervice of Donna Anna de Guevara, nutſe to the 
prince of Spain, where he had effectually exerciſed 
that talent. 

As ſoon as he underſtood my credit, and that J 
ſhould be glad to uſe it to the beſt advantage, he 
proceeded to buſineſs, and that very day ſaid to me, 
« Signior, I have made a pretty good diſcovery; 
« a young gentleman of Grenada, named Don Ro- 
« ger de Rada, is come to Madrid on an affair of 
1 — which obliges him to ſolicit the duke of 
* Lerma's protection, and he is willing to pay a 
© handſome conſideration for the favour he ſhall 
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« Obtain 3 I have already ſpoke with him, and 
found him defirous of applying to Don Rodrigo 
*« de Calderona, whoſe power he had heard greatly 
« extolled ; but I have changed his intention, by al- 
ſuring him that Calderona ſells his good offices at 
« an extravagant rate; and that you are contented 
« with a moderate gratification for yours; nay, that 
you would even employ them gratis, were you 
« 1n a ſituation that permitted you to follow your 
* generous and difintereſted inclination ; in ſhort, 
« ] ſpoke to him in ſuch a manner, that you will 
* fee the gentleman at your levee to morrow morn- 
« ing.” How! ſaid 1, Mr. Scipio, you have al- 
„ready done a great deal of buſineſs. I perceive 
« that you afe no novice in matters of intrigue ; 
and am ſurpriſed that you have not already made 
« your fortune.” © That ought not to ſurpriſe you, 
< replied he; I love to make money circulate, and 
&* never hoard what I get.” * 
Don Roger de Rada actually came to my lodg- 
ings, and I received him with a kind of haughty 
politeneſs. “ Signior Cavalier, ſaid I, before 1 
engage to ſerve you, I muſt be made acquainted 
ec with the affair of honour, that brings you to 
court; for it may be of ſuch a nature, that I dare 
not ſpeak to the prime miniſter in your behalf; 
be pleaſed, therefore, to make a faithful re- 
* port of it, and be aſſured that I will enter warmly 
e 1nto your intereſts, provided a man of honour may 
«© eſpouſe them.” With all my heart, replied the 
young Grenadine, I will faithfully relate to you 
my ſtory.” He then acquainted me with it, in 
the tollowing terms, 
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CHA P. VIII. 


The hiſtory of Don Roger de Rada. 


ON Anaſtaſio de Rada, a gentleman of Gre- 
nada, lived happily in the town of Anteque- 
ra, with Donna Eſtephania his wife, who, with un- 
blemiſhed virtue, poſſeſſed alſo a gentle diſpoſition, 
and ſingular. beauty. She had a tender affection for 
her huſband, who was alſo diſtractedly fond of her, 
and being naturally addicted to jealouſy, though he 
had not the leaſt cauſe to ſuſpect her fidelity, was 
not entirely void of ſuſpicion. He was afraid that 
ſome ſecret enemy of his repoſe had made attempts 
upon his honour ; he diſtruſted all his friends, ex- 
cept Don Huberto de Hordales, who had free ac- 
ceſs to his houſe, in the character of Eſtephania's 
couſin, and who was indeed the only man he ought 
to have ſuſpeted. 

Don Huberto actually became enamoured with 
his kinſwoman, and had the preſumption to de- 

clare his paſſion, without Dre | to the ties of blood, 
or the particular friendſhip ſubſiſting between him 
and Anaſtaſio. The lady, being a woman of diſ- 
cretion, inſtead of making a diſcovery which might 
have been attended with diſagreeable conſequences, 
exe her relation with gentleneſs, repreſent- 
ed to him how much he was to blame, in attempt- 
ing to ſeduce her and diſhonour her huſband; and 
ſeriouſly aſſured him that he muſt not flatter himſelf 
with the hopes of ſucceſs. 

This moderation ſerved only to inflame the cavas 
lier the more, and imagining that he muſt proceed 
to extremities with a woman of her character, he 
began to behave very diſreſpectfully to her, and one 
day had the audacity to preſs her to gratify his 
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wiſhes. She repulſed him with an air of ſeverity, 
and threatened to make Don Anaſtaſio puniſh his 
raſhneſs. The gallant, terrified at this nienace, pro- 
miſed to make no farther mention of his paſtion, 
and on the faith of that promiſe, Eſtephania par- 
doned what had paſt, 
Don Kuberto, who was naturally a man of a 
baſe diſpoſition, could not behold his love fo ill re- 
paid, without conceiving a deſire of being revenged. 
He knew the jealous temper of Don Anaſtaſio to 
be ſuſceptible of any impreſſion; and he required 
no more to form the blackeſt deſign that ever enter- 
ed into the heart of a villain, One evening, while 
he and this credulous huſband were walking toge- 
ther, he ſaid to him with a melancholy air, My 
dear friend, I can no longer exiſt without reveal- 
ing to you a fecret, which I would have kept for 
& ever from your knowledge, were not your honour 
$ dearer to you than your repofe ; but your deli- 
&« cacy and mine, in point of injuries, will not per- 
& mit me to conceal what paſſes at your houſe; pre- 
< pare, therefore, to hear a piece of intelligence 
« which will give you as much forrow as ſurprize, 
« for it will affect you in the tendereſt part.“ 

„I underſtand you, replied Don Anaſtaſio, (al- 
« ready diſcompoſed) your couſin is unfaithful.” 
« ] diſclaim her for my couſin, replied Hordales, 
(with an air of indignation) I renounce her, for 
& ſhe is unworthy of ſuch a huſband,” * Ir is too 
much to keep me in this uncertainty, cried Don 
« Anaſtaſio; ſpeak ; what has Eſtephania done?“ 
che has betrayed you, anſwered Huberto, you 
& have a rival, whom ſhe entertains in private: but 
J am ignorant of his name: for the adulterer, 
« by the tavour of a dark night, concealed his per- 
„ {on from thoſe who were witneſſes of his retreat. 
& All that I know is, that you are deceived : that I 
am convinced of. The concern which I ought 
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te to have in this affair, but too certainly verifies my 
&« report. As I declare myſelf againſt Eſtephania, 
& you may imagine that I mult be well convinced 
of her infidelity. | | 

It is in vain, added he, (obſerving that his diſ- 

t courſe had the deſired effect) it is in vain to men- 
ce tion more. I perceive that you do not merit the 
e jngratitude with which your affection is repaid ; 
&* and that you meditate juſt vengeance on the guil- 
ty. I will not oppoſe your intention. Never 
examine who the victim is that you, intend to 
« ſtrike : but ſhew to the whole city, that there is 
„nothing which you cannot ſacrifice to your ho- 
© nour.“ | 
The traitor thus animated a too credulous huſ- 
band againit an innocent wife, and repreſented in 
ſuch glaring colours, the infamy he would be ex- 
poled 'to if he ſhould leave the injury unpuniſhed, 
that he grew frantic with revenge. Don Anaſtafio 
having loſt his reaſon ſeemed, actuated by the furies, 
and went home with a reſolution to ſtab his unhap- 
y wife, who was at that inſtant retiring to bed. 
Fe reſtrained himſelf at firſt, and waited till the 
ſervants were withdrawn: then, unawed by the fear 
of heaven's wrath, by the diſhonour he was going 
to reflect upon his family, and even by the natural 
pity which he ought to have conceived foran infant, 
which his wife had already carried ſix months in her 
womb, he approached the victim, ſaying in a furi- 
ous tone, Wretch, thou muſt die! thou haſt but 
* a moment to hve, and that my generoſity allows 
<« thee that thou mayſt pray to heaven, topardon the 
e outrage thou haſt committed againſt me: for I 
* would not have thee loſe thy foul, as thou haſt 
“ loſt thy honour.” He inſtantly unſheathed his 
niard. His actions and his words terrified 
ſtephania, who falling at his feet, and claſping her 
— ſaid to him in the utmoſt aftoniſhmenc, 
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« What is the matter, Signior | what cauſe of un- 
* eaſineſs have I been ſo unhappy as to give you? 
Why would you take away my life? If you 
e ſuſpect me ot infidelity, indeed you are mil- 
& cakes,” . - 

No, no! the jealous huſband haſtily replied; 
J am but too well convinced of your infidelity. 
0 Thoſe who informed me are worthy to be belie- 
* ved. Don Huberto---* Ah, Signior! ſaid ſhe, 
« (interrupting him with precipitation) you have 
<* reaſon to diſtruſt Don Huberto. He is leſs your 
* friend than you imagine: if he has ſaid any thing 
to the prejudice of my virtue, believe him nor.” 
« Peace, infamous woman | replied Don Anaſta- 
% flo; by endeavouring to prejudice me againſt 
« Hordales, inſtead of diſſipating, you juſtify my 
s ſuſpicions. You endeavour to render that rela- 
« tion ſuſpected, becauſe he is informed of your 
&« miſconduEt ; you want to invalidate his teſtimo- 
© ny; but that artifice is vain, and adds to my de- 
& fire of puniſhing your guilt.” My dear huſband! 
& reſumed the innocent Eſtephania, (weeping bitter- 
« ]y) diſtruſt your own — rage: if you 
follow its emotions, you will commit an action, 
* for which you will be unable to atone, when once 
&* you are convinced of your injuſtice. . In the name 
of Heaven, abate your tranſports: at leaſt, allow 
« yourſelf time to clear up your ſuſpicions, and do 
* juſtice to a wife who has nothing to reproach 
&« herſelf with.“ | 
Any other than Anaſtaſio would have been af- 
fected with theſe words, and ſtill more with the 
affliction of her who pronounced them; but the 
barbarian ! ſo far from being melted at her diſtreſs, 


once more bade the lady recommend herſelf to of- 


fended heaven ; and even lifted up his arm to ſtrike. 


Hold, inhuman wretch; cried ſhe, if thy affection 


tor me is entirely extinguiſhed , if —_— 
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of tenderneſs which I have laviſhed upon thee, are 
& effaced from thy remembrance z if my tears can- 
« not divert thee from thy execrable deſign at leaſt, 
have ſome regard to chy own blood. Arm not 
« thy frantic hand againſt an innocent, who has not 
« ſeen the light: thou canſt not be its executioner, 
« without offending heaven and earth. As for me, 
« ] pardon thee my death: but be aſſured the blood 
« of the infant will cty aloud for vengeance upon 
« ſuch a horrid deed.” | 

Though Don Anaſtaſio was reſolved to pay no 
attention to what Eſtephania might ſay, he could 
not avoid being moved by theſe dreadful images, 
which her laſt words preſented to him. Therefore, 
as if he had been afraid that his emotion would be- 
tray his reſentment, he haſtened to take advantage 
of the fury that remained in his heart, plunged his 

niard into his wife's right ſide, quitted his houſe 

immediately, and fled from Antequera. 

The unfortunate lady was ſo affected with the 
blow which ſhe had received, that ſhe lay ſome mi- 
nutes on the floor, without any ſigns of life: after- 
wards, recovering her ſpirits, ſhe uttered ſuch 
lamentations, as brought an old maid-ſervant into 
the room. The good woman ſeeing her miſtreſs in 
ſuch a piteous condition, alarmed the reſt of the 
domeſtics, and even the neighbours with her cries. 
The chamber was ſoon filled with people; ſurgeons 
were called; they examined the wound, and 
hopes of her recovery. They were not miſtaken in 
their conjecture z for, in a ſhort time, they cured 
Eſtephania, who was happily delivered three months 
after this cruel adventure, of a fon whom you now 
behold. I am the fruit of that melancholy preg- 
nancy. | 
Though ſcandal ſeldom ſpares a woman's virtue, 
it reſpected that of my mother; and this blood 
ſcene was generally looked upon as the ground 
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tranſport of a jealous huſband. My father, it is true, 
was den to be a violent man, very apt to be 
offended without ſufficient cauie. Hordales con- 
cluded, that his kinlwoman ſuſpected him of having 
diſturbed the mind of Don Anaſtaſio with falſe ſto- 
ries and ſatisfied with being, at leaſt, half revenged, 
left off viſiting her. Not to tire you, Sir, I will 
not enlarge upon the particulars of my education; 
but only obſerve, that my mother's principal care 
was to have me taught to fence; and I have endea- 
voured to become accompliſhed in that exerciſe, in 
the moſt celebrated ſchools of Grenada and Seville. 
She waited, with impatience, till I was old enough 
to meaſure my {word with that of Don Huberto, be- 
fore ſhe informed me of the reaſon ſhe had to com- 
plain of him: but when I entered my eighteenth 
year, ſhe imparted to me the whole ſtory; not with- 
out ſhedding tears in abundance, and appearing 
affected with the molt extreme anguiſh. What im- 
preſſion muſt a mother, in that condition, make on 
a ſon, who neither wanted courage, nor ſentiment? 
I went immediately and challenged Hordales to a 
prove place, where, after a pretty obſtinate com- 
at, I-ran him through the body, in three places, 
and he fell upon the earth. | | 
Lon Huberto perceiving himſelf mortally wound- 
ed, fixed his laſt looks upon me, and {aid he received 
the death I had given him, as a juſt puniſhment 
for the crime he had committed againſt the honour 
of my mother. He confeſſed that he had reſolved 
upon her deſtruction, to be revenged of her ſcorn z 
and expired, afking pardon of heaven, Don Anaſ- 
caſio, Eſtephania, and me. I did not chooſe to re- 
turn in order to inform my mother of what had hap- 
pened, I left that to fame; and paſſing the mountains, 
repaired to Malaga, where I embarked with the cap- 
tain of a privateer, whoſe ſails ware hoiſted to go on 
a cruize. He thought I did not appear like _ 
: WnO 
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who wanted courage, and gladly conſented that I 


ſhould join his company. 

We were not long before we found an opportunity 
of ſignalizing ourſelves. Near the iſland of Albou- 
ran*, we met a corſair of Mellila, in her return to the 
coaſt of Africa, with a Spaniſh ſhip richly laden, 
which ſhe had taken off Carthagenat. We valiantly 
attacked the African, and made ourſelves maſters of 
both ſhips, wherein we found eighty chriſtians, whom 
they were carrying as ſlaves to Barbary. Then, ta- 
king advantage of a favourable wind that ſprung up 

for the coaſt of Grenada, we ſoon arrivedſat Punta Fi 
Helena. 

When we.were aſking the ſlaves, whom we had 
delivered. the places of their nativity, I put that 
queſtion fo a man of good appearance, who ſeemed 
to be about fifty years of age. He anſwered, with 
a ſigh, that he came from Antequera. | felt a 
ſtrange emotion at what he ſaid, whithout knowing 
the reaſon ; and he perceiving it alſo, was remarkably 
diſturbed. © I am, ſaid I, your townſman: may 
6 aſk the name of your family?“ Alas, replied 
& he, you renew my grief, by deſiring me to gra- 
&« tify your curioſity. Eighteen years ago I quitted 
« Antequera, where I cannot be remembered with- 
« out horror: you yourſelf may, perhaps, have 
« heard of me but too often: my name is Don Anal- 
&« taſio de Rada.” * Juſt heaven! (cried I) can I 
« believe my ſenſes? What! is this Don Anaſtaſio, 
« my father, whom I behold !” „What ſay you, 


* Albouran, an iſland in the Mediterranean, on the coaſt of 
the kingdom of Fez, Mellila is a ſmall city in the ſame part of 
Barbary. ' | 1 

+ Carthagena, an ancient city, in the kingdom of Murcia, 
on the coaſt of the Mediterranean ſea. It was built by a colo- 
ny of the Carthaginians, and taken by Scipio, 210 years before 
the birth of Chriſt, Here Scipio gave that admirable proof of 
his moderation, which hath been tranſmitted to poſterity, in 
the . of the beautiful captive whom he ſo generouſly reſtored 
to Ver, 
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* young man? cried he, (looking at me with ſur. 
bc prize) is ĩt or” that you are the unhappy in- 
* tant, which was unborn, when I ſacrificed your 
** mother to my fury? © Yes, father, replied I, 
I am he, whom the virtuous Eſtephania brought 
* into the world, three months after that fatal night, 
eon which you left her weltering in her blood.” 

Before l had finiſhed theſe words, Don Anaſtaſia 

fellupon my neck, claſped me in his arms, and 
for a long ſpace of time we did nothing but mingle 
our ſighs and tears. After having yielded to thoſe 
tender emotions, which ſuch a meeting could not 
fail to raiſe, my father lifted up his eyes, and- 
thanked heaven for having preſerved the life of Eſte- 
phania. But the next moment, as if he had been 
afraid of giving thanks unſeaſonably, he aſked in 
what manner the innocence of his wife had been pro- 
ved? Signior, ſaid I, none but yourſelf has ever 
** doubted it : her conduct has ever been irreproach- 
able. I will diſabuſe you: know then, that you 
was impoſed upon by Don Huberto.” I then re- 
counted the whole of his perfidy, the vengeance [ 
had taken, and his confeſſion at his death. My fa- 
ther was leſs pleaſed with the recovery of his fredom, 
than with the news I related to him. In the exceſs 
of his joy, he began to embrace me again with ten- 
derneſs and tranſport; and could not help expreſſ- 
ing his ſatisfaction with regard to my conduct. 
Come, my ſon, ſaid he, let us haften to Anteque- 
& ra, - I burn with impatience, to throw myſelf at 
ce the feet of a wife whom J have treated ſo unwor- 
« thily. Since you have convinced me of my own 
« injuſtice, remorſe has rent my heart.“ 

] was too anxious to bring together perſons who 
were ſo dear to me, to retard the happy moment: 
I quitted the privateer, and with my ſhare of the 

rize we had taken, purchaſed two mules at 
Adrea, my father being unwilling to expoſe himſelf 
5 241g 
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again to the dangers of the ſea, He had ſufficient 
leiſure on the road, to relate his adventures, which 
1 hear d with as much attention as the prince of 
Ithaca liſtened to thole of the king his father. In 
ſort, after having travelled ſeveral days, ve came 
to the foot of a mountain, in the neighbourhood af 
Antequera, where we halted; and intending, to go 
home privately, we 0 not enter the enn till mid- 
ni 
Tae you to Taka at the ſurprize of my. mother, 
at the return of a huſband, whom ſhe never expected 
to behold again; and the miraculous manner, af1 
may be allowed the expreſſion. in which he was re- 
ſtored, became another object of aſtoniſhment. 
He aſked forgiveneſs for his barbarity, with ſuch 
genuine marks of repentance, that ſhe could not 
avoid being affected with them; and inſtead of re- 
garding him as an aſſaſſin, conſidered him as a man 
to whom heaven had ſubjected her will; 1o ſacred 
is the name of huſband: to a virtuous woman 
Eſtephania had been ſo uneaſy on my account, 
that ſhe Was overjoyed at my return. But her plea- 
ſure was not without allay: the ſiſter of Hordales 
had commenced a criminal proceſs againſt the mur- 
derer of her brother, and cauſed me to be ſo dili- 
gently ſearched for, that my mother knowing how 
inſecure I was at home, ſuffered great uncaſineſs, 
which obliged me to ſet out for court that very night, 
where 1 come, Signior, to ſolicit my-pardon, which 
I hope to obtain, ſince you intend to ſpeak to the 
prime miniſter in my behalf, and to ſupport me 
with your whole intereſt, 

The valiant ſon of Don Anaſtaſio here finiſhed 
his narration; whereupon I ſaid to him, with an 
air of importance: Enough, Signior Don Koger, 
the caſe ſeeins pardonable : I undertake to com- 
** municate your affair to his excellency, and I will 
<* yenture to promiſe you his protection.” The 

Vor. II. X Grenadine 
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Grenadine, upon this aſſurance, talked of millions 
of thanks, which would only have entered at one 
ear and gonc dt at the other, had he not aſſured 
me, that whatever lervices I ſhould render him, 
would be cloſe followed by his acknowledgment. 
As ſoon as he touched upon that ſtring, I put my- 
felf in motion, and that very day related his ſtory 
to the duke, who, having permitted me to intro- 
duce the cavalier, ſaid to him, Don Roger, I 
sam acquainted with the affair which *. you 
* to court; Santillane has told me every circum- 
* ſtance z make yourſelf eaſy ; you have done no- 
thing that is not excuſable ; and to thoſe gentle- 
men who revenge their injured honour, his majeſ- 
ty loves particularly to ſhew favour. For the ſake 
of form, you muſt be committed to prilon; but 
« be aſſured, you ſhall not continue in it long. 
LVLour friend Santillane will manage the reſt, and 
$ ſoon procure your enlargement.“ | 
Don Roger made a protound bow to the miniſter, 
on whoſe word he ſurrendered himſelf. His pardon, 
by my endeavours, was expedited 1n a very ſhort 
time; for, in leſs than ten days, I ſent this new 
Telemachus homie to his Ulyſſes and Fenelope; but 
had he been without a protector, he would not, 
perhaps, have got off for a whole year's impriſon- 
ment. I touched no more than an hundred piſtoles 
for my good offices: ſo that it was no extraordi- 
nary catch. But I was not yet a Calderona, to de- 
piſe ſmall matters. | 
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By what meant Gil Blas makes a conſiderable fortune in a ver 
ſhort time, and what airs of conſequence he aſſumes, 


piſtoles, which I gave to Scipio, for his right 
of brokerage, encouraged him to go to work again. 
I have already enlarged upon his talents inthis way : 
he might have been juſtly entitled the great Scipio. 
The ſecond cuſtomer he brought was a printer, who, 
in ſpite of common ſenſe, had enriched himſelf hy 
books of knight-errantry. This honeſt printer 
had pirated a work belonging to another of his pro- 
feſſion, and his edition was ſeized. For three hun- 
dred ducats he obtained, through my means, a re- 
plevy, and eſcaped a conſiderable fine. Though 
the miniſter, in reality, had no buſineſs with this 
affair, his excellency, at my requeſt, was ſo good 
as to interpoſe his authority. After the printer, a 
merchant paſſed through my hands, on the follow- 
ing occaſion, A Portugueſe ſhip had been taken 
by a Barbary corſair, and afterwards retaken by a 
arge of Cadiz. Two thirds of the cargo be- 
onged to a merchant of Liſbon, who having claim- 
ed it in vain, came to court in queſt of a patron, 
who had ſufficient intereſt ro cauſe reſtitution to be 
made. I appeared in his behalf, and he got poſſeſſion 
of his effects, in conſideration of a preſent which 
he made me, of four hundred piſtoles, for my 
trouble, 

Methinks I hear the reader cry in this place, Bra- 
vo Monſieur de Santillane, put hay into your boots; 
you are 1n an excellent road, puth your fortune— 
Oh! that I will, I warrant you fee, if I am not 


miſtaken, my valet coming with a new prize, 
X 2 which 


Ts IS affair quickened my appetite; and ten 


152 The ADVENTURES of 
which he has grappled —Right : it is Scipio—let us 
h ar him. © Signior, ſaid he, permit me to intro- 
duce this celebrated operator to you. He wants a 
patent to ſel] his medicines, excluſive of all others, 
tor the ſpace of ten years, in all the cities under the 
dominion of Spain ; that is, all perſons of his pro- 
feſſion ſhall be prohibited from ſettling in the place 
or places where he reſides ; and he is willing to pay 
as an acknowledgment, two hundred piſtoles to any 
N who will procure him ſuch a patent.” I 
id to the empiric, aſſuming the patron, ** Well, 
friend, your buſineſs ſhall be done.” And really in 
a very few days, I diſpatched him with patents, 
giving him an excluſive right to cheat the people, 
through all the kingdoms of Spain. 

Though my wealth increaſed, I had ſo eaſily ob- 
tained of his excellency the four favours I had aſked, 
that I never heſitated in requeſting a fifth; which 
was the government of the city of Vera, on the con- 
fines of Grenada, for a knight of Calatrava *, who 
promiſed to make me a preſent of a thouſand piſ- 
toles for the place. The miniſter ſmiled to fee me 
ſo very hot after the game: Upon my honour, 
Gil Blas, ſaid he, you go on at a fine rate: you 
© muſt be furiouſly inclined to oblige your neigh- 
„ bours. Hark'ye, 1 ſhall not ſtand upon trifles 
« with you: but when you aſk tor governments, 
& and other conſiderable favours, you muſt, if you 
* pleaſe, be contented with half of the profit, and 
de accountable to me for the other. You cannot 


® Calatrava, a military order of knighthood in Spain: inſti- 
tuted in 1158, during the reign of Sancho the Third, king of 
Caſtile, This ſociety formerly ſignalized its zeal and courage, 
in many battles againſt the [nfidels, and is ſtill poſſeſſed of fif- 
ty-ſix commanderies, and fixteen priories. The habit of the 
order is a large white mantle, with a red croſs on the left fide, 
powdered withzflowers de luce. The knights make a vow of 
poverty, obedience, and conjugal fidelity : and ſwear to main- 
tain the immaculate conception of the bleſſed virgin. 
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« jmagine, added he, what expences I am obliged 


« to be at; or how many reſources I muſt have to 
« ſupport the dignity of my poſt : for notwith- 
« ſtanding the dilintereſted appearance I aſſume, 
« | coniels I am not imprudent enough to injure 
« my own private fortune. Take your meaſures 
& accordingly.” 

My matter by theſe words, baniſhing all fear of 
being importunate, or rather encouraging) me to re- 
turn frequently to the charge, I became more gree- 
dy of riches than ever; and would have willingly 
advertiſed, that all thoſc who wanted favours at 
court, ſhould apply to me. I went upon one courſe, 
Scipio upon another, in ſearch of people whom we 
might ſerve for money. My knight of Calatrava 
obtained his government of Vera, for his thouſand 
piftoles, and I ſoon obtained another at the ſame 
price, for a knight of St. Jago“. I was not ſatisfi- 
ed with making governors only, I conferred orders 
of knighthood, and converted ſome good plebeians 
into indifferent gentlemen, by virtue of excellent 
letters patent. I was alſo willing that the cler 
ſhould experience my benevolence : I beſtowed ſmall 
benefices, canonſhips, and ſome eccleſiaſtical dig- 
nities. As for the biſhoprics, and archbiſhoprics, 
they were all in the diſpoſal of [on Rodrigo de Cal- 
derona, who likewile appointed magiſtrates, com- 
manders, and viceroys. A certain proof that the 
principal places were no better filled than the ſmall 
ones; for thoſe whom we choſe to occupy the poſts, 
of which we made ſuch an honourable traffic, were 
not always the beſt qualified, or the moſt regular. 
We were not 1gnorant that the wits of Madrid made 


* St. Jago,or St. James,is the higheſt order of 1 in 
Spain, inſtituted in the twelſth century. They take an oath 
to defend the pilgrims that viſit the tomb of St, James, at 
Compoſtella, from the inſults of the Moers. 
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themſelves merry at our expence ; but we reſembled 
thoſe miſers, who conſole themſelves for the public 
ſcorn, with a ſight of their gold. 

It was not without reaſon that Iſocrates called in- 
temperance and folly the inſeparable companions 
of wealth. When I ſaw myſelt maſter of thirty- 
thouſand ducats, and in a fituation to get, perhaps, 
ten times that tum, I thought I muſt then make a 
figure worthy of the prime-miniſter's confident, 
I hired a whole houſe, which I furniſhed genteely, 
I bought the coach of a notary, who had let it up 
through oftentation, and now wanted to part with it, 
by the advice of his baker. I engaged a coach- 
man; and as it is but juſt to advance old ſervants, 
raiſed Scipio to the triple honour of my valet de 
chambre, ſecretary, and ſteward. But what put 
the finiſhing ſtroke to my ambition, was the miniſ- 
ter's permitting my people to wear his livery, This 
baniſhed all the reaſon that remained ; and I became 
as mad as the diſciples of Porcius Latro, who, 
having made themſelves as pale as their maſter, by 
drinking decoctions of cumin, imagined themſelves 
as learned; and I almoſt, beheved myſelf the duke 
of Lerma's relation. I really took it into my head, 
that I ſhould paſs for ſuch, or, perhaps, for one of 
| his baſtards : a retjection that afforded me infinite 
ſatisfaction, 

Beſides all this, in *mitation of his 88 
who kept open table, I reſolved to entertain allo, 
For this purpoſe, I ordered Scipio to look out for 
a ikiltul cook; and he found one, who was, per- 
haps, equal to that of Nomentanus“, of dainty 
memory. I furniſhed my celler with delicious 
wines, and after having laid in every kind of pro- 


* Lucius Caſſius Nomentanus, a famous epicure, who lived 
in the Auguſtan age. He is upon honourable record in many 
places of Horace, for his nice taſte in ſenſuulity. 
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viſion, began to receive company. Every evening, 

ſome of the principal clerks of the miniſter's office, 

who impudently aſſume the quality of ſecretaries 

of ſtate, came to * with me. I entertained them 
w 


ſumptuouſly, and alway ſent them home well water- 
ed. Scipio, on his part, (for it was like maſter 
like man) kept a table alſo, in the buttery, where he 
regaled his acquaintance at my expence. But, ex- 
cluſive of my eſteem for that young fellow, I 
thought, as he contributed to my getting money, 
he had a right to aſſiſt me in ſpending it. Be- 
ſides, I looked upon this profuſion like a you 
man, and did not perceive the. conſequences, 1 
had another reaſon alſo for overlooking it. Bene- 
fices and employ ments never ceaſed bringing griſt 
to the mill. 1 ſaw my finances continually en- 
creaſing, and I thought I had, for once, drove a nail 
into the wheel of fortune. 

Nothing was now wanting to gratify my vanity, 
but to make Fabricius an eye-witnels of my 
fplendour. I did not doubt but that he was re- 
turned from Andaluſia; and, that I might have 
the pleaſure of ſurpriſing him, ſent him an anony- 
mous billet, importing, that a Sicilian nobleman, 
of his acquaintance, expected him to ſupper, at tuch 
a day, hour, and place. Nunnez came at the time 
and place appointed, and was amazed to find that 
I was the foreign nobleman who had invited him to 
ſupper. ** Yes, my friend, ſaid I to him, I am 
* maſter of this houſe ; I have a handſome equi- 
“ page, and a good table, and a ſtrong box be- 
* ſides,” Is it poſſible,” cried he, (with great 
vivacity) “ that I again behold thee in ſuch opu- 
„ lence | how happy am I in having recommended 
„ thee to count Galiano! I told thee he was a 
* oencrous nobleman, who would ſhortly make 
« thee caſy for life. Thou haſt, doubtleſs, added 
he, purſued the advice I gave thee, and given the 

- | p butler 
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butler a little more rein. I congratulate thee up- 
* on thy ſucceſs ; for it is by fuch prudent con- 
« Juct, that the ſtewards in great families become 
«re. in 4 
I ſuffered Fabricius to applaud himſelf as much 
as he pleaſed, for having introduced me to the ſer- 
vice of count Galiano : after which, in order to mo- 
derate his joy for having procured ſuch an excel- 
lent poſt, I related the marks of gratitude with 
which that nobleman had repaid my ſervice : bur, 
rceiving that my poet, while I made the detail, 
ung his recantation within himſelf ; I ſaid to him; 
« I forgive the Sicilian—between you and l, I have 
«* more reaſon to rejoice than be forry at his beha- 
« vdiour towards me. If it had not been for the 
* count's ill uſage, I ſhould have followed him to 
« Sicily, where 1 ſhould now be a ſervant, in ex- 
&* pectation of an uncertain eſtabliſhmenc. In a 
« word, I ſhould not be conſident to the duke of 
« Lerma.” | Nunnez was ſo aftoniſhed at theſe laſt 
words, that he continued, for ſome minutes, incapa- 
ble of utternig a ſyllable. Then ſuddenly breaking 
ſilence, Did I underſtand ou aright ? ſaid he, 
« hat! have you the confidence of the prime- 
„ miniſter ?” „ I ſhare it, replied 1, with Don 
Rodrigo de Calderona, and, in all appearance, 1 
* ſhallmakeahandſome progreſs” «+ Truly, Signtor 
de Santillanc, replied he, I look upon you with ad- 
« miration ! you are capable of filling every kind of 
„employment. What talents you are poſſeſſed of 
« you have (to uſe the expreſſionof our tennis. court) 
« the univerſal tool: that is to ſay, you ale quali- 
'« fied for every thing. Really, Signior, added he, 
« F am overjoyed at your worſhip's proſperity.” 
« O the devil! faid I, (interrupting him) Mr. Nuns 
« nez, truce with Signior and your worſhip : let us 
« baniſh theſe terms, and live familiarly together.“ 
Thou art in the right, replied he, J ought _ » 
6c 00 
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t look upon thee otherwiſe than uſual, though the u 
« art become rich. I will acknowledge my weak- 
i nels 3 I was dazzled, when I underſtood thy hap- 
« py fate. But thy prejudice is now over, and I 
+ behold thee again as my old friend Gil Blas.” 

Our converſation was interrupted by the arrival 
of four or five clerks, © Gentlemen, ſaid I to them, 
* (preſenting Nunnez) you ſhall ſup with Stgnior 
% Don Fabticio, who compoſes verſes worthy of 
te King“ Numa, and writes in proſe, as no man 
© ever wrote before him.“ Unluckily, I fpoke to 
people who ſo little regarded poetry, that our au- 
thor ſuffered on account of his profeſſion. Scarce 
would they deign to favour him with a look. It was 

to no purpoſe that he uttered brilliant things, in or- 
der to attract their attention: they did not perceive 
the beauty of his ſallies: and he was ſo much mor- 
tified at their want of taſte, that he made uſe of his 
poetical licence, and, cunningly withdrawing from 
the company, diſapprared. Our clerks did not ob- 
ſerve his retreat, and ſat down to table, without ſo 
much as aſking what was become of him. 

Juſt as I had done dreſſing the next morning, 
and was going abroad, the poet of Aſturias enter- 
ed my apartment. I aſk pardon, my friend, ſaid 
he, for having ſo abruptly left thy clerks ; but 
« really I was ſo much out of my element, among 
« them, that I could no longer endure my ſituation. 
* A parcel of inſolent fellows with their ſelf- ſufficient 
« ſtarched airs! I am amazed that thou, who haſt 
“ an acuteneſs of underſtanding, canſt accommo- 
« date thyſelf to ſuch ſtupid companions; this very 
« day, added he, I will bring hither ſome fellows 
* of wit and genius.” * I ſhall be obliged to thee, 
* anſwered I, and will entirely depend upon thy 
** taſte in the choice of them,” Then, replied he, 
I promiſe thee ſuperior geniuſes of the moſt en- 

* The obſcure verſes which were ſung by the Salian prieſts, 
in their proceſGons, were compoſed by Numa. 
Vor. II. Y ter- 
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* rertaining characters. I will this inſtant repair to 
« a coffee houſe where they aſſociate, and beſpeak 
them before they engage themſelves elſewhere; 
for happy is the man who can have their compa- 
ny at dinner or ſupper, ſo much are they admi- 
red for the amuſement that they afford.” 

He immediately left me. and at ſupper-time re- 
turned, accompanied with ſix authors only, whom 
he introduced to me one after another, characteriſ- 
ing each as he preſented him. To hear him, one 
would have imagined that they ſurpaſſed the wits of 
ancient Greece and ltaly ; and their performances, 
as he ſaid, deſerved to be engraven in letters of 
gold. I received theſe gentlemen very politely, 
and even affected to be extremely civil to them; 
for the nation of authors is a little vain-glorious. 
Though [I had not laid my injunctions on Scipio to 
take care that our table ſhould be ſumptuouſly fur- 
niſhed, as he knew what fort of people I was to 
treat that day, he had reinforced our Erice of his 
own accord. In ſhort, we went to ſupper in high glee; 
my poets began immediately to call of themſelves, 
and were not ſilent in their owntommendation. One, 
with a lofty air, mentioned grandees and ladies of 
quality, who were delighted with his mule z another 
cenſuring the choice which a learned academy had 
made of two members, modeſtly obſerved that they 
ought, to have choſen him : the converſation. of the 
reſt was equally arrogant. During ſupper. they 
worried me with verſe and proſe, cach, in his turn, 
repeating a ſpecimen of his own writings z one re- 
galed me with a fonnet ; another rehearled a ſcene 
of a tragedy.;' a third read a criticiſm upon a play; 
and a fourth, endeavouring to give us an ode of 
Anacreon tranſlated into wretched Spaniſh verſe, 
was interrupted by one of his brethren, who ſaid he 
had uſed an improper term. The author of the 
tranſlation denied his aſſertion; and a diſpute aroſe, 
in which all the wits engaged either on one ſide 5 
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the other; the votes were equal, the diſputants 
rew hot, and procecded to invectives. The de- 
date ſtill continued; at length becoming quite fu- 
rious, they roſe from their 3 andl went together 
by the airs. Fabricio, Scipio, my coachman, lac- 
queys, and myſelf, found it no eaſy taſk to part 
them; which, when we had accompliſhed, they went 
away, as if from an inn, without making the 
leaſt apology for their ungenteel behaviour. 
Nunnez, upon whoſe premiſe I had formed an 
agreeable idea of this entertainment, appeared ver 
much out of countenance at this adventure.“ Well, 
« friend, ſaid I, will you (till continue to extol 
« your brethren ? Upon my conſcience you have 
brought hither a villainous ſet. I will henceforth 
& aſſociate with my clerks ; talk not to me of au- 
e thors.” I will bring no more ſuch, replied he, 
thou haſt ſeen the beſt of the whole tribe.” 


CHAP. X. 


The morals of Gil Blas become entirely corrupted at e. He is 
charged with a commiſſion by the count de Lemos, and engages 


 avith that nobleman in an intrigut. 


HEN T was known to be in favour with 

the duke of Lerma, I had preſently a court 

of my own. Every morning, my antichamber was 
full of people, and I gave audience at my levee. 
Two kinds of company came thither ; one to pur- 
chaſe my intereſt with the miniſter for tavours ; and 
the other to move me by ſupplications, to obtain for 
them what they wanted gratis. The firſt were ſure 
of being attended to and aſſiſted; but with regard to 
the latter, I preſently got rid of them, by evalive ex- 
cuſes, or amuſed them ſo long that their patience 
forſook them. W e a court, I was 
* | 2 — 
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naturally compaſſionate and humane; but I no 
longer felt that charitable weakneſs, and became 
harder than a flint. Conſequently I cured myſelf of 
my friendſhips alſo, and (tripped myſelf of all ſo- 
cial affection, as will appear by my behaviour to 
Joſeph Navarro, in an affair which I ſhall relate. 

This Navarro, to whom I owed ſo many ob- 
ligations, and who was in reality the original cauſe 
ot my good fortune, came one day to my houſe ; 
and atter having expreſſed a great degree of friend- 
ſhip for me, as he always did when we met, requeſt- 
ed me to aſł of the duke of Lerma a certain employ- 
ment for one of his friends; aſſuring me, that the 
cavalier, in whoſe behalf he ſolicited, was a very 
amiable young gentleman, of great merit,” but that 
he wanted employment for Ris ſubſiſtence: [ 
doubt not, added Joſeph, (as l am no ftranger 
« to your generous diſpoſition) but you will be over- 
« joyed at an opportunity of ſerving a man of ho- 
„ nour in diſtreſs; and I am confident that you 
6 will think yourſelf obliged to me, for giving you 
« this occaſion of exerciſing your generoſity.” This 
was plainly telling me, that he expected it for no- 
thing; and though I did not much reliſh the propo- 
ſal, I appeared very much diſpoſed to — with 
his requeſt. I am charmed, replied I, that J have 
it in my power to ſhew my gratitude for the fa- 
4 yours which I have received at your hands. Your 
< intereſting yourſelf for any perſon, is a ſufficient 
ce inducement for me to ſerve him; your friend 
„ {hall have the employment you have mentioned; 
« you may depend upon it; the affair is now nq 
longer yours, but mine.“ 

On this aſſurance, Joſeph went away very well 
ſatisfied, But the perſon whom he recommended, 
did not obtain the place, in queſtion. I procured 
it for another, in conſiderationof a thouſand.ducats, 
which I put into my ſtrong box; and I preferred, 
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that ſum to any acknowledgment I might have ex- 
pected from the clerk of the kitchen, to whom I ſaid, 
(with an air of concern) when next we met; Ah! 
* my dear Nayarro, you was too late in ſpeak- 
ing to me; I was preyented by Calderona; he has 
&« diſpoſed of the place you mentioned; and I am 
* un "PPY that I — no better news to entertain 
* you with,” | 

Joſeph implicitly believed me, and we parted 
better friends than ever; but I believe he ſoon diſ- 
covered the truth, for he never came to my houſe 
afterwards; and I was pleaſed at his abſence. For, 
excluſive of being burthened by the ſervices he had 
done me, I thought it had not a good appearance 
for people of my rank at court, to keep company 
with butlers, 
I have not for a long time mentioned the count 
de Lemos. Let us now return to that nobleman, 
whom I ſometimes vilited. I had carried to him 
the thouſand piſtoles, as I formerly obſerved, and 
afterwards gave him a thouſand more by order of 
the duke his uncle, out of the money I had belong- 
ing to his excellency. The count de Lemos had a 
long converſation with me on that day : he inform- 
ed me that he had at laſt obtained his end, and en- 
tirely poſſeſſed the good graces of the prince of 
Spain, whole ſole confident he was : he then gave 
me charge of a very honourable commiſſion, which 
he had already prepared for me. Friend, Santil- 
„lane, ſaid he, now is the time to be do- 
ing: neglect nothing to find out ſome young 
beauty, who may be worthy to amule that gal- 
„ lant prince. You are not deficient in wit, and 
„J need” ſay no more; go, run, ſearch, and 
* when you have ſucceeded inform me of it.” 
I promiſed to neglect nothing in acquitting myſelf 
properly of this employment, which cannot be very 
difficult to exerciſe, ſince ſo many people live by 
the ſame profeſſion, 

I had 
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had not been much uſed to theſe kinds of in- 
quiry z but not doubting that Scipio was an adept 
ih the art, I called for him when I came home, 
and ſaid to him in private,“ Scipio, I am going 
* ro intruſt thee with a great ſecret, oft thoy 
# know, that in the midſt of Fortune's favours, I 
* find 1 want ſomething ?”---*© I can eaſily guei; 
* what that is, ſaid he; you want an agreeable 
* nympih to unbend and exhilarate your ſpirits ; and 
really it is aſtoniſhing, that you ſhould be wirh- 
* out one in the prime of life, when even grave 
bn 3 cannot diſpenſe with ſuch recreation. 
* } admire thy penetration, anſwered I, with a 
* ſmile; yes, my friend, a miſtreſs I want, and 
* (*fire to have one of thy recommending. But [ 
* mult acquaint thee beforehand, that Jam very 
delicate in theſe matters. I expect a lady of beau- 
* ty, whoſe morals are uncorrupted.” * What 
you require, replied Scipio, is not very eaſily 
* found ; but however, we live, thank heaven, in 
* a city that affords ſome of all ſorts, and I hope 1 
* ſhall ſooh be able to ſuit you to a hair.” 
At the end of three days, I have diſcovered, 
* ſaid he, a treaſure ; a young lady, whoſe name is 
Catalina, of a good family, and raviſhing beauty; 
* ſhe lives under the tuition of her aunt, in a little 
* houſe, where they ſubſiſt in an honourable man- 
ner, on a little fortune; they are ferved by a 
chamber-maid of my acquaintance, who has 
* aſſured me, that though their door is ſhut to every 
body at preſent, it would be open to a rich and 
*« liberal gallant, provided he were willing to avoid 
« jcandal, by going in at night, without being 
«© perceived. I therefore deſcribed you as a cava- 
«* lier who deſerved to find the door unlatched; 
and deſired the mail to propoſe you to the ladies. 
This the has promiſed to do, and to inform me 
of their anſwer to-morrow morning, at a cer- 
1 | © tain 
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« tain place.“ * Very well, replied I, but I am 
« afraid the chamber-maid, whom thou haſt ſpo- 
6 ken to, impoſes upon thee.” © No no, replied 
« he, I am not ſo eaſily perſuaded ; I have already 
« ;nterrogated the neighbours, and conclude, from 
« their report, that Signiora Catalina is a Danaẽ, 
* on whom you may deſcend, like another Jupiter, 
« in a ſhower of gold.” Prejudiced as | was againſt 
intrigues of this kind, I engaged in it for once ; 
and as the chamber-maid came the next day, and 
informed Scipio, that if I pleaſed, I might be intro- 
duced that very evening to her miſtreſs, I ſtole 
thither between eleven and twelve, The maid c- 
ceived me in the dark, took me by the hand, and 
led me into a handſome hall, where I ſound the la- 
dies richly dreſſed and ſeated on ſattin couches. As 
ſoon as they perceived me, they roſe, and ſaluted me 
in ſuch a graceful - manner, that I took them for 
perſons of quality. The aunt, whoſe name was 
Signiora Mencia, though ftill àgreeable, did not 
attruct my attention, which was entirely engroſſed 
by the niece, who to me appeared a goddeſs. To 
examine her minutely, however, ſhe could not be 
called a perfect beauty: but ſhe had ſuch graces, 
together with a tempting luſcious air, that I was 
unable to diſcover her defects. 

I was, indeed, diſturbed at the ſight of her. I for- 
got that I came thither to perform the office of a 
procurer; I ſpoke in my own favour, and expreſ- 
ſed myſelf, like a man — by the molt violenc 
paſſion. The young y, in whom I diſcovered 
infinitely more wit than ſhe really had, quite en- 
chanted me by her converſat ion; and I began to 
loſe the government of myſelf, when ber aunt, in 
order to moderate my tranſports, addreſſed me in 
this manner: Signior de >antillane, I muft be 
fret with you. On account of the character which 
* 1 heard of your worſhip, I have permitted you 
to 


t64 The ADVENTURES of 


* to viſit me, without enhancing the price of the 
* favour, by ſtanding on ceremony; but do nor, 
don that account, imagine yourſelf the nearer your 
% point. I have hitherto brought up my neice in 
e retirement, and you are, as | may ſay, the lirſt 
« cavalier to whoſe view ſhe has been expoſed. If 
« you deem her worthy to be your wife, I ſhall be 
* rejoiced at her good fortune. Conſider, there. 
« fore, if ſhe will ſuit you at that price; for you 
cannot obtain her at a cheaper rate.“ 

This well-aimed ſhot frighted away Cupid, who 
was juſt going to let fly an arrow at me. T's {peak 
without a metaphor, a marriage ſo bluntly propoſed, 

made me recollect myſelf. I ſuddenly became 
again the faithful agent of the Count de Lemos, and, 
changing w7 tone, replied to Signiora Mencia, 
„Madam, I am charmed with your frankneſs, 
ce which I intend to imitate. Whatever figure 
J make at court, I am not worthy of the incompa- 
« table Catalina, but I have in view for her a much 
it more ſplendid ſituation ; in ſhort, I intend her for 
& the prince of Spain,” Tour refuſal of my 
« neice, replied the aunt coldly, was ſufficiently mor- 
« tifying ; there was no occaſion to accompany it 
te with a piece of raillery.” * do not rally indeed, 
« madam, replied I, nothing is more ſerious : I 
« have orders to find out a lady who deſerves to be 
« honoured with the private viſits of the prince of 
« Spain; I find ſuch a one in your houſe, and 
« mark it for the ſcene accordingly.” 

Signiora Mencia was aſtoniſhed at what I ſaid, 
which I perceived did not much diſpleaſe her: but, 
imagining ſhe ought to affect reſerve, ſhe anſwered 
thus; lf was diſpoſed to credit literally what 
« you ſay, know Signior, that I am not of ſuch a 
% character, as to rejoice in the infamous honour 
4 of ſeeing my niece miſtreſs to a prince. My vir- 


S tue revolts at the idea,” -. What a ſaint you - 
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* with your virtue! replied I, you talk like one 
« bred among filly citizens. You certainly joke, 
« in pretending to conſider things in a moral point 
« of view? that would be ſtripping them of all their 
« charms z they muſt be ſurveyed with a voluptu- 
« ous eye. Behold the heir apparent of Spain at the 
« feet-of the happy Catalina, adoring her and load- 
« ing her with preſents ; and remember, that from 
her, perhaps, will ſpring an hero, who will render 
the name of his mother as immortal as his own.” 
Though the aunt would have joyfully embraced 
my propoſal, ſhe pretended to be irreſolute about 
the matter; and Catalina, who wiſhed the prince 
already in her chains, affected great indifference ; 
ſo that I was obliged to inveſt the place a- new, till 
at length, Signiora Mencia ſeeing; me repulſed, and 
ready to raiſe the ſiege, beat the chamad&, and 
we agreed upon a capitulation, which contained the 
two following articles. Imprimis, if the prince of 
Spain, on the report that I ſhall make of Catalina's 
charms, ſhall be inflamed, and determine to honour 
her with a nocturnal viſit, | ſhall take care to a 
priſe the ladies of the night that ſhall be appointed 
tor that purpoſe. —[tem, The prince ſhall nor viſit 
the ſaid ladies but as a common gallant, attend 
ed only by me and his mercury in chief. 
After this convention, the aunt and neice ſhewed 
me all manner of civilities, and aſſumed a familia- 
rity of behaviour; in conſequence of which | ventu- 
red at ſome hugs, which were not very ill received; 
and when we parted, they embraced me of their 
own accord, and careſſed me exceedingly. It is a- 
ſtoniſhing to fee with what facility an intimacy is con- 
tracted between the couriers of gallantry, and the 
women who require their ſervice. Had I been ob- 
ſerved leaving the houſe with ſuch marks of affecti- 
on, people might have ſaid, with ſome appearance 
Vor.-II. Z ' of 
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of juſtice, that I was much happier than I actually 
found myſelf. —The Count de Lemos was overjoy- 
ed, when I acquainted him that I had made ſuch 
a diſcovery as he deſired. I ſpoke of Catalina in 
ſuch terms, as made him anxious to ſee her. I took 
him to her lodgings the next night, and he ac- 
knowledged that I had been very ſucceſsful. He 
told the ladies, he did not entertain a doubt that 
the prince would be perfectly well ſatisfied with the 
young lady which I had choſen for him, and that 
ſhe, on her part, would have reaſon to be content- 
ed with ſuch a lover; that the young prince was 
full of generoſity and ſweetnels of temper: at 
length he aſſured them, that he would bring him to 
their houſe in a few days, in the manner they de- 
ſired, that is, without noiſe or attendance. This 
nobleman afterwards tool his leave of them, and 
I withdrew in his company, We returned to his 
equipage, in which we had come thither, and 
which waited for us at the end of the ſtreet : he ſat 
me down at my own houſe, charging me to inform 
his uncle the next day of this new-ſtarted adventure, 
and to requeſt he would fend him a thouſand piſ- 
roles to enſure its ſucceſs, 

did not fail to give the duke of Lerma an exact 
relation of what had paſſed; concealing only one 
circumſtance. I did not mention a ſyllable of Sci- 
pio, but took to myſelf the honour of the diſcovery, 
according to the uſual practice of thoſe who live 
among the great. 

By theſe means I obtained a great many com- 
pliments. Mr. Gil Blas, ſaid the miniſter to me, 
(with an air of raillery) I am pleaſed to find, that 
with your other talents, you likewiſe poſſeſs that of 
diſcovering obliging beauties ; when I have occa- 
ſion for one of that claſs, you will give me leave 
to apply to you.” My lord, replied I, in the 
„ ſame ene, I thank yo ar grace for intending me the 

| preference ; 


ter e 167 


preference; but permit me to ſay, that I ſhould be 
« ſcrupulous in ſerving yourexcellency in that man- 
« ner, Signior Rodrigo has been ſo long in poſſeſ- 
« {jon of that employment, that it would be unjuſt 
« in me to deprive him of it.” The duke ſmiled at 
my anſwer, then changing the diſcourſe, aſked if his 
nephew did not want money for his adventure. 
Pardon me, ſaid I, he requeſts you will ſend him 
« a thouſand piſtoles.“ „Very well, replied the mi- 
*« niſter, carry that ſum to him, bid him ſpare no- 
« thing, but approve of whatever expence the prince 
& ſhall propoſe.” 


CHA FF IL 


Of the private viſit, and the preſents which the prince of Spain 
made to Catalina. 


Went immediately with five hundred double 

piſtoles to the count de Lemos. You could 
<« not, ſaid he, have come in better ſeaſon. I have 
e ſpoke to the prince: he has taken the bait, and 
burns with impatience to ſee Catalina. This very 
night he intends to ſteal privately out of the palace, 
in order to viſit her. It is a thing determined, and 
« our meaſures are taken accordingly. Acquaint 
« the ladies with his reſolution, and give them the 
money which you have brought: for it is neceſ- 
« ſary to let them ſee that he 1s no ordinary lover 
« whom they are to receive : beſides, the bounty 
« of princes ought to precede their intrigues. As 
1. ** and J are to accompany him, added he, be 
« {ure of being at his couche this evening. Your 
coach alſo, which is proper to be uſed on this oc- 
4 caſion, muſt wait for us near the palace, about 
midnight.“ 
Z 2 I went 
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] went immediately to the houſe, but did not 
ſee Catalina, who, they informed me, was a- bed; 1 
theretore could only {peak with Signiora Mencia, 
whom I thus addrefſed ; ** Madam, pray excuſe 
* me for appearing in your, houſe by day; but I 
* could not poſſibly avoid it, for I mult give you 
* notice, that the prince of Spain will viſit you 
+ this night, and here, added 1, (putting the bag 
* of money in her hand} is an offering which he 
< jends to the temple of Cytherea, to render the di- 
s vinities of the place propitious. You lee I have 
* not engaged you in a bad aftair.” „ am very 
much obliged to you, replied ſhe, but, tell me, 
“ Signtor de Santillane, is the prince fond of mu— 
„ fic ?“ „He loves it, anſwered I, to diſtraction; 
&* nothing can entertain him ſo much as a fine voice, 
accompanied by a lute delicately touched.“ “ S 
* much the better, cricd ſhe, in a tranſport of joy; 
this information gives me inſinite pleaſure; for 
my niece has the voice 0i à nightingale, and 
60 plays upon the lute to admiration; ſhe likewiſe 
« dances perfectly well.” © Heavens ! cried I, 
« what perfections, my good aunt! ſo many are 
« not neceſſary to make a girl's fortune; one of 
&« theſe talents is ſufficient for the purpoſe.“ 

Having thus prepared the way, 1 waited for the 
hour of the prince's couchee.;' then, giving orders 
to my coachman, I re joined the Count de Lemos, 
who informed me that the prince, in order to get 
rid of his company the ſooner, would feign a ſlight 
indiſpoſition, and even retire, to bed, the better to 
periuade them of his being ill; but that he would 
rike again in an hour, and, by a back-door, gain a 
private ſtair caſe that led into the court yard. 
When he had informed me of what they had con- 
certed together, he poſted me in a place, through 
which he aſſured me they would pais; and there. 1 
danced attendance ſo long, that I began to think 
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our gallant had taken another road, or loſt his de- 
ſire of ſeeing Catalina, as if princes uſually dropt 
theſe ſort of whims before they have ſatisfied them. 
In ſhort, I imagined they had entirely forgot me, 
| when two men accoſted me, whom I perceived to 
be thoſe I expected ; and I conducted them to my 
coach, in which they ſeated themſelves, while I al- 
cended the coach-box to direct the driver, whom ! 
ordered to ſtop about fifty yards from the houle, I 
then handed the prince of Spain and his companion 
out of the coach, and we walked towards the houlc 
where Catalina lived. The gate opened at our ap- 
proach, and ſhut again as ſoon as we were entered. 

At firſt we found ourſelves in the ſame darkncls, 
in which I had been introduced ; though by way or 
diſtinction, there was a ſmall lamp fixed to the wall, 
the light of which was ſo extremely dim, that „e 
could only perceive it, without being lighted by its 
rays. All this ſerved only to make the adventure 
more agreeable to our hero, who was ſenlibly ſtruck 
at the ſight of the ladies, who received him in a hall, 
where the luſtre of a great number of candles made 
amends for the darkneſs that reigned in the avenue. 
The aunt and niece were in a gay diſhabille, ſo art- 
fully diſpoſed, that nobody could look upon them 
with impunity. Our prince would have been ſatis- 
fied with Signiora Mencia, it there had been no 
other for him to chuſe; but the charms of young 
Catalina, had the preference, as they deſerved. 
Well, my noble prince, ſaid the count de Lemos, 
vas it poſſible for us to procure your highneſs che 
<« pleaſure of ſeeing two more beautiful ladies ?” 
] am raviſhed with them both ! replied the prince; 
and I ſhall never carry off my heart; for the aunt 
* would rob me of it if it was poſſible for the niece 
r 

After a compliment fo agreeable to an aunt, he 
ſaid a thouſand tender things to Catalina, who an- 
ſwered 
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wered with great vivacity and wit. As thoſe ho. 
nourable people, who perform the part that I acted 
on this occaſion, are permitted to join in the conver- 
lation of lovers, provided it be with an intention of 
adding fuel to the fire, I told the gallant, that his 
nymph ſung and played upon the lute to admiration, 
He was rejoiced to hear that ſhe was miſtreſs of 
thete talents, and entreated her to entertain him 
with a ſpecimen. She readily complied, took up a 
lute ready tuned, played ſome tender airs, and ſung 
in ſuch an enchanting manner, that the prince dropt 
down at her feet, in a tranſport of love and pleaſure. 
Bur let us finiſh this picture, and only obferve, that 
during this ſweet intoxication, in which the heir of 
the Spaniſh monarchy was plunged, the hours flew 
away like minutes, and we were obliged to tear him 
trom that dangerous houſe, on account of the ap- 
proach of day. We, the gentlemen undertakers, 
carried him back to his apartment with great dii- 
atch, and then retired to our different homes, as 
well ſatisfied in having ſuited him with a ſhe-ad- 
venturer, as if we had negociated his marriage with 
a princeſs. wee 
The next morning I related this adventure to the 
duke of Lerma, who deſired to be informed of every 
articular; and juſt as I had finiſhed my narration, 
the count de Lemos came in and faid, The prince 
of Spain is ſo much engroſſed by Catalina, and 
« has conceived ſuch a paſſion tor her, that he pro- 
« poles to viſit her often, and attach himſelf to her 
% alone. He wanted this day to ſend her jewels to 
the amount of two thouſand piſtoles, but not 
« having a penny in his purſe, he applied to me.” 
My dear Lemos, ſaid he, you mult procure me 
that ſum immediately. I know very well that [ 
« incommode, nay almoſt exhauſt you, but my 
6 heart retains the obligation; and if ever I find 


% myſelf in a condition to exert my gratitude, 
* other- 
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es _ than in ſentiment, for all your frindſhip, 
« you ſhall have no reaſon to repent the having laid 
« me under an obligation.” „My generous 
« prince, ſaid I, (leaving him that inſtant) I have 
« friends and credit, and will employ them both to 
« accommodate you.” 

« [t is not difficult to ſatisfy his demand, ſaid the 
« duke to his nephew. Santillane, go fetch the mo- 
« ney : or, if you pleaſe he will purchaſe the jewels, 
for he is a perfect connoiſſeur in ſtones, eſpecially 
6 rubies. Is not this true, Gil Blas?“ added he, 
(looking at me with a ſatirical ſmile.) © Your grace 
« js very ſevere, replied I, I ſee you are willing to 
“ make Monſieur the Count merry at my expence.” 
This happened accordingly. The nephew aſked, 
what myſtery there could be in his words. None, 
* anſwered the duke laughing, only Santillane 
thought proper, one day, to exchange: a diamond 
„for a ruby, and afterwards found that he had 
gained neither honour nor profit by the bar- 
6 gain,” | 

| ſhould have been happy, it the miniſter had 

ſaid no more of the matter; but he rook the trouble 
to relate the trick that Camilla and Don Raphael 
had played upon me in the hired lodging, and to 
enlarge particularly on thoſe circumitances which 
were the moſt diſagreeable to me. His excellency, 
after having enjoyed his ſtory, ordered me to accom- 
pany the count de Lemos, who took me to a jewel- 
er's houſe, where we choſe jewels which we ſhewed 
to the prince for his approbation; and, which be- 
ing afterwards entruſted to me, in order to be pre- 
ſented to Catalina, I went for two thouſand piſtcics 
— the duke's money, with which. I paid the jew- 
eller. 

It need not be aſked if I was kindly received by 
the ladies the next night, when I exhibited the pre- 
ſents of my embaſſy, conſiſting of an handſome ring 

1e 
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deſigned for the aunt, and a pair of enge for 
the neice. Charmed with theſe marks of the prince's 
affection and, generoſity, they began to prattle like 
two goſſips, and thanked me for having procured 
for them ſuch a valuable acquaintance. They for- 
got themſelves in the excels of their joy, and ſome 
words eſcaped. them, which made me ſuſpect that I 
had introduced a mere impoſtor to our great mo- 
narch's ſon; but that I might certainly know whe- 
ther I had performed this fine maſter-piece or not, 
I went home with a reſolution to come to an expla- 


nation with Scipio. 


CHAP. XII. 


Catalina's real character. The embarraſſment and untaſineſ3 of Gil 
Blas. The precaution he waz obliged to take for his own re- 


Poe. 


1 moment I entered my own houſe, I heard 
a great noiſe, and enquiring into the cauſe, 
was informed that Scipio treated half a dozen friends 
that evening, who ſung with all their might, and 
frequently broke out in loud fits of laughter; there- 
fore this repaſt could not be properly ſtiled the ban- 
quet of the ſeven wife men. ; 

The maſter of the feaſt, being informed of my ar- 
rival, ſaid to his company, Gentlemen, it is only 
« my maſter come home: be not diſturbed, but 
continue your mirth ; I will juſt go and ſpeak a 
few words to him, and rejoin you in a twinkling.” 
He then came to my apartment. What tumult 
« is this? faid I, what tort of people are choſe you 
« entertain below? are they poets ?” No indeed, 
« Sir, replied he, it were pity to beſtow your wine 
on ſuch company. I make a better uſe of it. 


There is among my gueſts, a very rich young fel- 
low, 


3 
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« low, Who wants to purchaſe an employment 
« through your intereſt ; and for him alone I give 
« this entertainment : at every draught he drinks, I 
« raiſe the gratification you are to receive ten piſ- 
« toles, and I intend to make him drink till day- 
« light.” If that be the caſe, replied l, return to 
« thy friends, and don't ſpare any of the wine in 
my cellar.” 

I did not think this a proper ſeaſon to talk 
with him about Catalina; but the next morning, 
when I aroſe, I ſpoke to him as follows: Friend 
„Scipio, thou knoweſt how we live together; I 
« treat thee more like a companion than a domeſtic ; 
« and conſequently thou wilt be to blame in decei- 
« ying me as a maſter. Let us then lay aſide all 
&« reſerve with one another. I will tell thee ſome- 
ce thing that will ſurpriſe thee, and thou ſhalt diſ- 
« cloſe to me thy real fentiments of thoſe two wo- 
emen with whom thou haſt brought me acquainted. 
« Between you and I, I ſuſpect them to be two 
<* arttul puſſes, who are cunning in proportion to 
the ſimplicity which they affect. If my opinion 
does them juſtice, the prince of Spain has no 
great reaſon to commend me; for confeſs it was 
for him that I wanted a miſtreſs. I accordingly 
* carried him to Catalina's houſe, and he is become 
e paſſionately fond of her.” © Signior, anſwered 
Scipio, I receive too generous treatment, to be 
« wanting in ſincerity with my maſter. I had yeſ- 
« terday a private converſation with the maid of 
* thele two princeſſes, and ſhe related their hiſtory, 
* which to me appeared very diverting : you ſhall 
& hear it in a few words.” 

Catalina is the daughter of a poor gentleman of 
* Arragon, and finding herſelf at the age of fifteen 
an orphan, as handſome as ſhe was poor, liſtened 
* to an old commander, who conducted her to To- 

Vor. II. Aa ledo, 
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te ledo, where he died about fix months after, hav- 
ing ſerved as a parent rather than as a huſband to 
% her. She ſecured his fortune, conſiſting of ſome 
© moveables, and three hundred piſtoles in ready 
* money, and then joined herſelf to Signiora Men- 
c cia, who was ſtill in faſhion. though already i in the 
* wane. Theſe two intimate friends lived together, 
and began to behave fo as to attract the notice of 
te juſtice ; at which the ladies were diſguſted, and 
6 haſtily abandoned Toledo through vexation, in 
order to ſettle at Madrid, where they have lived 
„ about two years, without viſiting any perſon in 
te the neighbourhood. But the mot diverting part 
« of the ſtory is this, they have hired two {mall 
* houles, ſeparated only by a wall, having in the 
« cellar a ſtair of communication from the one to 
e the other. Signiora Mencia lives with a young 
« maid- ſervant in one of theſe houles, and the com- 
* mander's widow poſſeſſes the other, with an old 
* duenna who paſſes for her grandmother; fo that 
& our Arragonian, is ſometimes a niece brought up 
* by her aunt, and ſometimes a pupil under the 
© wings of her grandame. When the acts the 
* niece ſhe is called Catalina, and when ſhe pertorms 
& the grand-child her name is Sirena.“ 

At the name of Sirena, I grew pale; and inter- 
rupting Scipio, ſaid, © What do I hear! alas! J 
« fear that this curſed Arragonian 1 is no other than 
4 the miſtreſs of Calderona.” Indeed, replied he, 


e it is the ſame; I thought this piece of news would 


ei have afforded you pleature.” + Thou art very 
& much miſtaken, anſwered 1; I have greater rea- 
* fon to be ſorry than rejoiced at it; do!t thou not 
** ſee the conſequences ?”? No, upon my honour, 
* reſumed Scipio: what miſchief can it produce: > 
* Tt is not certain that Don Rodrigo will diſcover 
* what paſſes; and if you are afraid of his getting 
information, you have only to prepoſſeis the m1- 
niſter 
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« niſter in vour favour, by telling him candidly the 
« whole affair. He will ſee your ſincerity z and if, 
« after this, Calderona ſhould attempt to do you an 
ill office with his excellency, he will perceive that 
« his ſole deſign is to injure you from a ſpirit of re- 
te yenge.” 

Scipio, by this means, baniſhed all my fears; and, 
reſolving to follow his advice, I informed the duke 
of Lerma of the diſcovery I had made. I even pre- 
tended to tell it with a melancholy air, in order to 
perſuade him of my being mortified, for having in- 
nocently introduced Don Rodrigo's miſtreſs to the 
prince, But the miniſter, fo far from pitying his 
tavourite, only laughed at the adventure, and order- 
ed me to go on in my old way, ſay ing it was glori- 
ous for Calderona to love the ſame lady who had 
captivated the prince of Spain, and to be as well re- 
ceived by her as his highneſs. I imparted it alſo to 
the count de Lemos, who aſſured me of his protec- 
tion, in caſe the firſt ſecretary ſhould diſcover the 
intrigue, and attempt to ruin me with his 
grace. ; 

Thinking by this precaution, that I had delivered 
the bark of my fortune, from the dangerous 
ſhelves that environed it, my fears vaniſhed, I 
continued to accompany the prince to the houſe of 
Catalina, alias the fair Sirena, who was artful enough 
to invent ſtratagems to keep Don Rodrigo from 
her embraces, and to defraud him of tholte nights 
which ſhe was obliged to beſtow on his illuſtrious 


: rival, 


4 
"+; 
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CHAP, XIII. 


Gil Blas continues to act the man of importance, He hears intelli- 
gence of his family, which makes but little impreſſion upon him 
He quarrels with Fabricius. 


Have already obſerved, that in the morning my 

anti- chamber was generally crowded with people 
who came to make propoſals, but I refuſed to re- 
ceive them vivd voce; and, according to the cuſtom 
at court, or rather with a view of exhibiting my own 
importance, I ſaid to every one who — applica» 
tion, „Give in a memorial.” I was fo much ac- 
cuſtomed to this, that one day I anſwered in theſe 
words to my landlord, who came to put me in mind 
of a year's rent being due. As for my butcher and 
baker, they ſaved me the trouble of aſking for 
their memorials, for they were always punctually 
delivered every month. Scipio, who imitated me 
ſo cloſely, that the copy might be ſaid to come very 
near the original, behaved in the ſame manner to 
thoſe who applied for his intereſt with me. I was 
guilty of another ridiculous piece of vanity, which 
I will not pretend to excuſe. I was fooliſh enough 
to talk of the grandees, as if I had been a man of 
equal quality. If, for example, I had occaſion to 
mention theduke of Alva, or the duke of Medina 
Sidonia, I called them, without ceremony, Al- 
« ya, and Medina Sidonia.” In a word, I became 
ſo vain and haughty, that I was no longer the ſon of 
my father and mother. Alas! poor duenna and 
uſher, I did not ſo much as enquire whether you 
were happy or miſerable in the Aſturias ! I did not 
even think of you! The court is like the river 
Lethe, in making us forget our relations and frien.ls, 
when they are under misfortunes. 


I no 
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I no longer, therefore, remembered my family, 
when one morning a young man came to my houle, 
and requeſting to ſpeak with me in private, I took 
him into my cloſer, where, without offering him a 
chair, becauſe he ſeemed to be a plebetan, 1 aſked 
what he wanted with me? How! Signior Gil Blas, 
« ſaid he, do you not remember me?” In vain 
did I conſider him attentively : I was obliged to 
anſwer that his features were entirely unknown to 
me, „I am, replied he, one of your old ſchool- 
e fellows, a native of Oviedo, and ſon of Bertrand 
« Muſcada, the grocer, your uncle the canon's 
e neighbour. I remember you very well; we have 
played together a thouſand times at“ Gallina 
bag Solty | 
« ] have but a confuſed idea, replied I, of the 
e amuſements of my infancy : the buſineſs in which 
„ have been engaged ſince that time, has effaced 
e them from my memory.” *I am come to Ma- 
« drid, reſumed he, to ſettle accounts with my fa- 
« ther's correſpondent 3 and have been informed 
* that you was on a good footing at court, and al- 
« ready as rich as a Jew. I congratulate you on 
your good fortune; and will, at my return in- 
** to the country, make your family very happy, 
* by telling them ſuch an agreeable piece of 
news.“ 

I could not, with any decency, forbear aſking 
in what ſituation he had left my father, mother and 
uncle: but this piece of duty, I performed fo cold- 
95 that the grocer had no great reaſon to admire the 
orce of blood. He ſeemed ſhocked at my indiffe- 
rence for thoſe who ought to have been ſo dear to 
me; and, being a plain vulgar young fellow, ſaid 
bluntly, «I thought you had more tenderneſs and 
* ſenſibility for your relations. How coldly do you 


A game called in England, Blind-man's-bef, 
en- 
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* enquire into their circumſtances! Know then, 
** that your father and mother are {till at ſervice ; 
and the good canon, Gil Peres, loaded with old 
** age and infirmities, draws near his end. Peopk: 
* ought to have ſome natural affection; and ſince 
vou are in a condition to aſſiſt your parents, I ad- 
< viſe you as a friend, to ſend two hundred piſtoles 
c yearly for their ſupport; by this means you will 
render their life eaſy and happy, without any in- 
* convenience to yourſelf.” 

Inſtead of being affected by the picture which he 
drew of my family, I was diſguſted at the liberty 
which he took in adviſing me, without being aſked. 
With a little more addreſs, perhaps, he might have 
perſuaded me; but his freedom had a contrary 
effect. Ne perceived my diſpleaſure by my ſilence; 
and continuing his exhortation with more malice 
than charity, I loſt all patience. * Oh, this is too 
* much, cried I, in a rage; go, Mr. Muſcada, 
and meddle with your own concerns: it does 
not become you to preſcribe to me. 1 know my 
« duty on this occaſion, better than you can teach 
me.“ I then puſhed the grocer out of my cloſet, 
and fent him back to ſell pepper and cloves at 
Oviedo. What he ſaid, however, had ſome effect: 
1 reproached myſelf with being an unnatural ſon, 
and was much concerned at it. I recollected the 
care they had taken of my infancy and education: 
1 conſidered the duty I owed to my parents; and 
my reflections were attended with ſome tranſports 
of acknowledgment, which, however, amounted to 
nothing : they were ſoon ſtifled by my ingratitude, 
and ſucceeded by profound oblivion. There are 
Any parents who have children equally ungrate- 

ul. | 

The avarice and ambition with which I was poſ- 
ſeſſed, entirely altered my diſpoſition. I loſt all 


my gaiety, became abſent and thoughtful ; and, in 
a word, 
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a word, a miſerable animal. Fabricius, ſeeing me 
entirely bent in ſacrificing to fortune, and very 
much detached from him, came but ſeldom to my 
houſe, where one day he could not avoid Taying, 
© Really, Gil Blas, thou art grown out of my know- 
« ledge : before thy coming to cqurt, thou waſt al- 
« ways eaſy and tranquil z at preſent, thou art in- 
« cefſantly agitated with project after ns to en- 
« rich thyſelf; and the more riches thou haſt got, 
« the more woul-{t thou amaſs. Beſides, let me tell 
© the, thou no longer treateſt me with that effuſion 
« of the heart, and freedom of behaviour, which are 
« the ſoul of friendſhip; on the contrary, thou 
« wrappeſt thyſclt up, and concealeſt from me thy 
« ſecret views: nay, I can perceive conſtraint in all 
<« thy civilities towards me: in ſhort, Gil Blas is no 
longer the ſame Gil Blas with whom I was former- 
«ly acquainted.” 

« You certainly are in jeſt, ſaid I, (with an air 
ce of indifference) I cannot perceive any change in 
„ myſelf.” * Thy own eyes are no judges, replied 
ee he; they are bewitched : believe me, thy meta- 
e morphoſis is but too true. Speak ſincerely, my 
« friend, do thou and I live together as formerly? 
* When J uſed to knock at thy door in the morning, 
* thou cameſt in perſon to open it, frequently halt 
« aſleep; and I entered thy chamber without cere- 
« mony. Now behold the difference]! Thou art 
e attended by half a {core of lacqueys. I am obli- 
te oed to wait in thy anti chamber, and I muſt be an- 
* nounced before I can ſpeak with thee : then, how 
« am1 received? with a forced politeneſs, and an 
« air of importance: ſo that my viſits ſeem tedious 
e and tireſome. Doſt thou imagine ſuch a reception 
* can be agreeable to one who has lived with thee on 
the footing of a companion? No, Santillane, no. 
« cannot put up with it. Farewel. Let us part 
& friends, and get rid of each otl. er: thou of one 

* wo 
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s who cenſures thy behaviour, and I of a rich up- 
* ſtart who has enirely forgot himſelf.” 

I felt myſelf more irritated than reclaimed by his 
reproaches, and permitted hun to go, without 
making the leaſt effort to detain him. I thought, 
at that time, the friendſhip of a poet was not of 
ſuch value, that I ſhould be aflicted at the loſs of 
it: I found abundance of conſolation in the ac- 
quaintance of ſome petty officers of the king, to 
whom of late I was ſtrictly connected by a ſimilitude 
of diſpoſition. Moſt of theſe new companions 
were people who ſprung I know not whence, and 
arrived at their poſts merely by the happy influence 
of their ſtars. They had already made their for- 
tunes; and the wretches, aſcribing to their own 
merit the riches which had been heaped upon then 
by the bounty of the king, forgot themſelves as 
much as I did. We conſidered ourſelves as very 
reſpectful perſonages. O fortune] how are thy 
favours frequently diſpenſed ! Epictetus the poet 
was certainly in the right, when he compared thee. 
to a young lady of taſhion, who proſtitutes her- 
{elt to the embraces of footmen. | 
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B O O K XX. 


. 


CHAP. I, 


Scipio adryices Gil Blas to marry, and propoſes to him the daughter 
of a rich and celebrated gold/mith : the fleps wwhith awere taken 
in conſequence of this advice. 8 


NE evening, after the departure of ſome com- 
pany which had ſupped with me, ſeeing my- 
ſelf alone with Scipio, I aſked what he had done that 
day; * A maſterly ſtroke, replied he, I intend to 
« have you married to the only daughter of a gold- 
« ſmith of my acquaintance.” * The daughter of 
* a goldſmith! cried I, with an air of diſdain; 
« Haſt thou loſt thy ſenſes? Wouldſt thou propoſe 
« a wife from the city ? A perſon who has certain- 
te ly merit, and is on ſure footing at court, I ſhould 
« think ought to entertain more elevated views.“ 
te How, Sir, replied Scipio; ſure you cannot be 
ein earneſt: conſider that the male alone enno- 
« bles; and prithee be not more delicate than a 
e thouſand noblemen whom I could mention. Do 
« you know that the heireſs in queſtion is worth 
an hundred thouſand ducats. Is not this a charm- 
« ing morſel of plate?“ Hearing him talk of ſuch 
a round ſum, I became more attentive. © I yield, 
<« ſaid I to my ſecretary ; the dowry determines 
« me: when ſhall I finger it?” “ Softly, Sir, re- 
e plied he; have a little patience : I muſt firſt 
communicate the propoſal to the father, and ob- 

Vol. II. B b = 


182 The ADVENTURES of 


tain his conſent.” 4 Good ! ſaid I, laughing 
de heartily : are you ſtill thereabouts ? I find the 
marriage is far advanced.” Farther than you 
<« imagine, replied he; I want only an hour's con- 
< verſation with the goldſmith ; and I will anſwer 
< for his conſent. But before we proceed, let us 
& agreeupon terms, if you pleaſe. Suppoſe I procure 
< for you theſe hundred thouſand ducats, how many 
ill fall to my ſhare ?” Twenty thouſand, replied 
J. „Heaven be praiſed, ſajd he; 1 limit the 
e acknowledgment to ten thouſand ; for once, you 
care more generous than I am. To- morrow I will 
ce ſet this negotiation on foot; and you may depend 
gon its ſucceſs : otherwiſe you may pronounce me 
an aſs.” In effect, two days after, he ſaid, I 
“ haye ſpoke to Signior Gabriel Salero, the gold- 
e {mith, and have extolled your credit and abilities 
« ſo much, that he hearkened to the propoſal 
« I made, of accepting you for à ſon in-law : 
« and you ſhall certainly have his daughter with 
an hundred thouſand ducats, provided you 
e can make it plainly appear, that you are ig 
e favour with the miniſter.” ' If that be the caſe, 
„ replied I, I ſhall ſoon be married: but, a-pro- 
& pos, haſt thou ſeen the girl ? Is ſhe handſome ?” 
% Not ſo handſome as the dowry, ſaid he: but be- 
& tween you and I, this rich heireſs is not a very 
* de e. creature: but, luckily, that you do 
« not much regard.” * No, faith, Scipio, ſaid 1, 
te we courtiers only marry for the ſake 61 marrying, 
and look for beauty no where but among the 
« wives of our friends. If it happens to center in 
« our own, we take ſo little notice of it, that it is 
but juſt in them to puniſh us for our neglect.” 
This is not all, reſumed Scipio; Signior Gabriel 
invites you io fupper te-night; and we have 
agreed, that)j 01 ſhall not converſe about marriage; 
* There will be ſeveral merchants of his acquaint; 
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te tance preſent at the entertainment, where you 
ce ſhall appear only as a ſimple gueſt : and to- mor- 
* row he will ſup with you in the ſame manner. 
* By this, you may perceive that he wants to ſtudy 
« your temper, before he proceeds: ſo that you 
e muſt take care to be upon your guard before 
« him,” * By heaven! ſaid I, with an air of con- 
&© fidence, let him examine me as narrowly as he 
e pleaſes ; I ſhall loſe nothing by his ſcrutiny.” 
„All this was punctually executed: I viſited the 
goldſmith, who received me as familiarly as it we 
had already viſited each other ſeveral times. He 
Was an honeſt citizen, polite “ haſta porfiar, as the 
ſaying is. He introduced me to Signiora Eugenia, 
his wife, and young Gabriela his daughter, on 
whom I laviſhed abundance of compliments, with- 
out infringing the treaty. I ſaid a great many no- 
things in very ſpecious words, which is the uſual 
practice among courtiers. 

Gabriela (no diſparagement to my ſecretary) ap- 
peated not at all diſagreeable ; whether on account 
of her being richly dreſſed, or that I viewed her 
through the dowry, I cannot determine. What a 
fine houſe did Signior Gabriel poſſeſs | I ſuppole 
there was more filver in it than in all the mines of 
Peru: that metal preſented itſelf to the ſight, in all 
corners, under a thouſand different ſhapes. Every 
room, and that in particular where we ſupped, was 
a perfect treaſure, What a noble ſight was this for 
the eyes of a fon in law ! The old man, that he 
might do the greater honour to his entertainment, 
had aſſembled five or ſix merchants, who were 
equally grave and tedious : they ſpoke of nothing 
but commerce; and their diſcourſe might have 
been called a conference of factors, rather than a 
friendly converſation at ſupper. 


* Even to exceſs. 
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The next night, I entertained our goldſmith in 
return; and, as it was not in my power to dazzle 
him with plate, I had recourſe to an illuſion of a 
different kind. I invited ſuch of my friends to 
ſupper who made the beſt figure at court, and 
wh I knew to be ambitious fellows, who ſet no 
bounds to their deſires. Theſe people talked of 
nothing but grandeur and ſplendid and lucrative 
poſts to which they aſpired; and this had its pro- 
per effect; the citizen Gabriel, confounded by 
their grand ideas, found himſelf, in ſpite of his 
wealth, a mean mortal in compariſon with theſe 

entlemen. * For my own part, affecting the man 

c of moderation, I ſaid I would be contented with 
« a middling fortune; twenty thouſand ducats a 
« year or ſo.“ Upon which, theſe greedy hunters 
of honour and riches ſaid. I was to blame; and 
c that a man who, like me, was beloved by the 
« prime-miniſter, ought not to limit himſelf to ſuch 
% a trifle.” The father-in-law loſt not a ſyllable 
of what was faid, and I thought I obſerved him 
perfectly well ſatisfied when he retired. 

Scipio did not fail to viſit him the next morning, 
toaſk if he was pleaſed with my behaviour: I 
« am charmed with it! replied the citizen; the 
youth has won my heart. But, Signior Scipio, 
« added he, I conjure you, by our old acquaint- 
« ance, to ſpeak ſincerely. You know, we have 
« all our different foibles, tell me that of Signior 
de Santiane : is he a gameſter? Is he a rake ? 
4 What is his vicious inclination. ? Pray do not. 
& conceal it from me.” Lou affront me, Signior 
Gabriel, by propoſing ſuch a queſtion, replied 
the mediator ; I am not ſo much in my maſter's 
c intereſts as in yours. If he had any bad quali- 
ty capable of making your daughter unhappy, 
„do you think I would have propoſed him to you 
&« for a ſon-in-law ? No, upon my honour ! I am 
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*« too; much your humble ſervant. But between 
« you and I, I know of no other fault in him, but 
e that of being without fault. He is too modeſt, 
« for a young man.“ So much the better, re- 
« plied the goldſmith; I am glad of it. Go, my, 
« friend, and aſſure him that he ſhall have my 
daughter, and that I would beſtow her upon 
« him, even if he was not beloved by the miniſter.” 
My ſecretary had no ſooner informed me of this 
converſation, than I haſtened to Salero's houle, to 
thank him for his condeſcenſion. He had already 
declared his intention to his wife and daughter, 
who gave me to underſtand by their behaviour, 
that they readily ſubmitted to his will. I preſented 
my father-in-law to the Duke of Lerma, to whom 
I had imparted the affair the preceding evening, 
His excellency received him very courteouſly, and 
aſſured him he was very glad he had choſen for his 
ſon in-law, a man for whom he had ſo great a re- 
gard, and whom he intended to advance. He 
then enlarged upon my good qualities, and, in ſhort, 
ſpoke ſo highly of me, that honeſt Gabriel thought 
he had met in my worſhip one of the beſt matches 
in Spain. He was fo reoiced, that the tear ſtood 
in his eye : he claſped me in his arms at parting, 
ſaying, © My ſon, I am fo impatient to ſee you 
% Gabriela's huſband, that the marriage ſhall not 
be delayed above eight days at fartheſt.“ 
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By what acciamt Gil Blas remembers Don Alphonfo 4 Teyva, 
and does him a piece of ſervice from mere vanily. 


1 Shall now leave my marriage for a moment, 
the order of my hiſtory requires it, to recount 
the ſervice which I did to Don Alphonſo, my old 


maſter, 
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maſter, whom [I had entirely forgotten, till I re- 
collected him on this occaſion. The government 
of Valencia became vacant, and as ſoon as J heard 
of it, I thought of Don Alphonſo de Leyva. I 
reflected; that this employment would ſuit him ad- 
mirably well; and not ſo much through friendſhip 
as oſtentation, was determined to aſk it for him; 
repreſeriting to myſelf; that if I ſhould obtain the 
place, it would do me infinite honour. Addreſſing 
myſelf; therefore, to the Duke of Lerma, I told him 
that I had been ſteward to Dori Cæſar de Leyva 
and his ſon; and that, having all the reaſon in the 
world to eſteem them, I took the liberty to requeſt 
the government of Valencia for either the one or the o- 
ther. The miniſter anſwered, I grant it, with all my 
« heart, Gil Blas: I love to ſee thee gtateful and ge- 
<« nerous. Beſides, I eſteem the family thou ſpeak- 
« eſt of; the Leyvas have ever been good ſervants 
©« to the king, and well deſerve that appointment: 
Thou mayeſt diſpoſe of it at thy own pleaſure : I 
te give it thee for a nuptial preſent ! 

Raviſhed with my ſucceſs, I went immediately, 
and defired Calderona to make out letters patent 
for Don Alphonſo. There I founda great number 
of people attending in reſpectful ſilence till Rodrigo 
ſhould give them audience; and, preſſing through 
the crowd, I preſented myſelf at the door of his clo- 
ſet, which was immediately opened, arid difplayed 
a multitude of knights, commanders, and other 
people of conſequence, whom Calderona attended 
to in their turns. His different behaviour to diffe- 
rent people was very remarkable : he received fome 
with only a flight inclination of his head ; others 
he honoured with a bow, and conducted them to 
his cloſet door. He put (if I may be permitted to 
uſe the expreſſion) different ſhades of conſideration 
in the cvilities he ſhewed. 
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On the other hand, I perceived ſome cavaliers, 
who, chagrined at the little regard he paid to them, 
curſed in their hearts the neceſſity that compelled 
them to cringe to ſuch a fellow. On the contrary, 
[' obſerved ' others, who laughed within them- 
ſelves at his ridiculous and ſelf-ſufficient deportment. 
Though I made all theſe excellent obſervations, J 
was not capable of profiting by them; for I beha- 
yed at home in juſt the ſame manner, and little re- 
garded whether my haughty carriage was cenſured 
or approyed, proyided it commanded re{pett. 
Don Rodrigo, having accidentally caſt his eyes 
upon me, haſtily quitted a gencleman to whom he 
was ſpeaking, and, coming up, 'embraced me with 
demonſtrations of friendſhip that ſurpriſed me. 
« Ah! my dear colleague, what affair procures 
© me the Sax" of ſeeing you here? is there any 
« thing wherein I can ſerve you?“ I told him the 
reaſon of my viſit; and he aſſured me in the moſt 
obliging terms, that what I wanted ſhould be finiſh- 
ed by the ſame hour the next day. He did not li- 
mit his politeneſs to this, but conducted me as far 
as the door of his anti-chamber, whither he never 
uſed to go, except with grandees, and there he re- 
newed his civilities, 
What is the meanigg of all this politeneſs, ſaid 
« I to myſelf as I was going out: what can it fore- 
« bode? Certainly Calderona meditates my ruin. 
Perhaps he is deſirous of gaining my friendſhip ; 
* or, feeling his favour on the decline, he courts me 
with a view of engaging my interceſſion with 
* ο,οj Joe in his behalf.” I did not know 
which of theſe conjectures to adopt. The next day, 
when I returned, he treated me in the ſame manner, 
loading me with civility and careſſes. True, in- 
deed, he abated a great deal of that politeneſs in his 
reception of other people, who came to ſpeak with 
him. He was blunt with ſome, cold with others, 
be | | 3 and 
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and diſobliging to all. But they were ſufficiently 
r by an adventure which happened, and 

hich I ought not to paſs over in ſilence. This 
will afford uſeful advice to thoſe clerks and ſecreta- 
ries who ſhall read it. 

A perſon dreſſed very plainly, and who did not 
at all appear om he really was, approached Cal- 
derona, and fpoke to him of a certain memorial, 
which he fai he had preſented to the duke of 
Lerma. Don Rodrigo, who did not even look at 
the cavalier, ſaid to him, in a ſurly tone, What 
is your name, friend?“ © T was called F rancillo 
< in my infancy, (replied the cavalier very coolly), 
* ſince that time, I have had the appellation of 
Don Franciſco de Zuniga *, and at preſent I am 
called the count de Pedrofo.” Calderona, aſto- 
nifhed at theſe words, and perceiving that he was 
talking to a man of the firſt quality, endeavoured 
to excuſe himſelf. Si nior, {aid he to the count, 
beg pardon, if not knowing you“ I want 
i none of thy excuſes, replied Francillo with dif- 
« dain ; I defpiſe thy apologies as much as thy 
« rudeneſs. Know that a miniſter's ſecretary, ought 
« to receive people of all ranks with good manners, 
© Thou mayſt, if thou wilt, be vain enough to look 
4 upon thyſelf as thy maſter's deputy 3 z bur do not 
&« forget that thou art only his valet.” 
Though the haughty Don Rodrigo was very 
much mortified at this incident, he ad not alter his 
method of behaviour. For my part, I marked this 
ftroke, and reſolved to be careful how I behaved to 
people, in giving audience, and never to be inſolent 
but with mutes. As Don Alphonlo's patent was 
finiſhed, I carried it away, and ſent it, by an expreſs, 
to that young nobleman, with a letter from the duke 
of Lerma, in which his excellency informed him, 


1 Zuniga, a very ancient family in Caſtile, 


that 
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that the king had nained him to the government of 
Valencia. I took no notice of the ſhare I had 
had in this nomination ; I would not even write; 

leafing myſelf, with the hope of acquainting him, 
2 word of mouth, and of ſurpriſing him agreeably, 
when he ſhould come to court, to take the oaths to 
qualify him for his employment. 


C HAP. III. 


The prepaxations that were made for the marriage of G1 Blas, and 
the great event that rendered them uj-le/s., 


J ET us now return to my fair Gabriela, whom 
I was to marry in cight days. Both parties 
prepared for the ceremony: Salero provided, rich 
cloaths for the bride ; and I hired a chambermaid, 
a. page, and an old ſquire, for her attendants. All 
this was conducted by Scipio, who waited even more 
impatiently than I, for the day on which the dow- 
ry was to- he J. : 
On the evening preceding the wiſhed-for day, I ſup- 
ped at the houſe of my father-in-Jaw, with uncles, 
aunts, and male and female couſins; and I played 
the part-of an-hipocritical ſon-in-law to great pcr- 
fection. I ſhewed infinite reſpect to the goldinuth 
and his wife. acted the paſſionate lover to Crabriela, 
and behaved very courteouſly to the, whole family; 
to whoſe inſipid diſcourſe and eit like obſervations l 
patiently liſtened. Indeed, at the price of my pa- 


 * Valencia, the capital of the kingdom of Valencia, is ſitu- 
ated on the banks of the Gudalavira, about half a league from 
the ſea. It is the ſee of an archbiſhop, the ſeat of an univer- 
ſity, a place of great trade, and on the whole, ſo agreeabie 28 
to have obtained the name of Valencia the beautiful. This 
country was formerly in the poſleflioa of the Moors, from 
whom the city was taken, about the ead of the eleventh centu- 
ry, by the famous Ruy Dias. 
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tience, I had the good fortune to pleaſe all the re- 
lations. There was not one among them who did 
not ſcem proud of my alliance. 

The repaſt being ended, the company removed 
into a ereat hall, where we were regaled with a con- 
cert of vocal and inftrumental "muſick, which 
was not ill executed, though they had not choſen 
the beit performers of Madrid. Several ſprightly 
airs, with which our ears were agreeably entertain- 
ed. put us all in ſuch good humour, that we began 

dancing. God knows how we performed, ſince 
I was taken for a diſciple of Terpſichore; though 
I had no other principles of that art, than two or 


three leſſons, which 1 recerved from a coxcomb of 
a dancing maſter, who came to teach the pages, 


when JI lived with the merchionets of Chaves, At- 
ter we had ſufficiently diverted ourſelves, it being 
time for us to think of retiring, [ was very prodi- 
gal of my hugs and hows. © Adieu, my lon, ſaid 
« Salero, embracing me; I will wait on you to- mor- 
« row morning, with the dowry, in ready caſh.” 
My dear father, replied J, you ſhall be very wel- 
* come.” Then wiſhing the family good night, I 
got into the coach that waited for me at the gate, 
and ordered the coachman to drive home. 

I was hardly two hundred paces from Signior 
Gabriel's houſe, when fifrcen or twenty men, ſome 
on horſeback, others a-foot, armed with ſwords 
and carabines, ſurrounded the coach, and ſtopped 
It, crying, © In the kings name.” They dragged 
me out in a hurrry, and threw me into a poſt-chaile, 
where the chief of thele cavaliers mounting along 
with me, bid the driver procced for Segovia. I 
ſoon gueſſed that my fellow traveller was an honeſt 

alguazil, whom ! queſtioned about the cauſe of my 
impriſonment. But ne anſwered in the uſual 
tone of thote gentlemen, that * in a brutal man- 
ner, that he was not oviiacd to acquaint me with 
his 
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his reaſons. I obſerved that he might perhaps be 
miſtaken in his tan. © No no, ſaid he, | know 
my buſineſs better. You are Signior de »antitlane ; 
and I have orders to condu you to the place for 
which we are bound. Having nothing to reply I 
reſolved to be ſilent. We travelled all the reſt of 
the night, along Vianganarez, in profound lilence ; 
we changed horſes at Colmenar, and ariaved inthe 
evening at Segovia, where I was locked up in the 


tower, 
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Hiw Gil Blas was treated in the tower of Sgovia, and the 
manner in which he learned the cauſe of his impriſcument 


* began with putting me into a dungeon, 
where 1 was left upon ſtraw, like a criminal 
guilty of a capital offence. Here I paſſed the night, 
not in deploring my condition, for I had not per- 
ceived the whole of my misfortune, but in taſking 
my reinembrance to find out the cauſe of my im- 
priſonment. I did not doubt but it was the work 
of Calderona; neverthelels, though I ſuſpected 
that he had diſcovered the whole, I could not con- 
ceive how he had prevailed upon the Duke of Ler- 
ma to treat me ſo cruelly. Sometimes ] imagined 


that I had been arreſted without the knowledge of 


Segovia, acity of New Caſtile, twelve lexgues from Ma- 
drid, is celebrated for irs woollen manufacture; the tower 
that was built by the Mors; the miat, which furpaſſes all 
works of the ſame kind 1a Eur pe; and an aqueduct, built by 
the emperor Trajan, which is looked upon as one of the finelt 
monuments of antiquity, lt extends three thouſand paces 
from one mcounain to another; and 1s ſupported by one hun- 
dred and ſeventy-ſeven arches in two tiers, forming a kind 
of double bridge. Tais edifice is built of large hewn ſtones, 
ſo arcfuily joined Without cement, that it remains undamaged 


to the preſent age. f 
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his excellency ; and ſometimes I thought that he 
himſelf was the cauſe of my ignominy, for tome 
political reaſons that often induce miniſters to uſe 
their favourites in this manner. | 

I was ſtrongly agitated with theſe different con- 
jectures, when day-light penetrating through a 
little grate, preſented to my view the horror of the 
place in which I was confined. I was then immo- 
derately grieved, and my eyes became two ſources 
of tears, which the remembrance of my proſperity 
rendered inexhauſtible. 

While I abandoned myſelf to my ſorrow, a turn- 
key entered my dungeon, with a loat and a pitcher 
of water, for the day's allowance. He looked at 
me, and obſerving that my face was bathed in tears, 
though a gaoler, he felt an emotion of pity. “Sig- 
* nior priſoner, ſaid he, do not deſpair. You mult 
e not be ſo affected with the viciſſitudes of life: 
« you are young and will fee better days. In the 
mean time, eat the king's allowance with a good 
* grace.“ 

My comforter departed. when he had pronounced 
theſe words, to which I anſwered but by groans and 
lamentations. I ſpent the whole day in deploring 
my fate, without thinking of doing honour to my 
provißon, which to me, in my preſent ſituation, 
ſeemed not ſo much a preſent of the king's bounty, 
as the effect of his rage; ſince it ſerved rather to 
prolong than aſſuage the pains of the unhappy. 

At length the night arrived, and immediate- 
ly a great noiſe of keys attracted my atten- 
tion. The door of my dungeon opened, and a 
moment after, a man entering with a-candle in his 
hand, approached me, ſaying; “ Signior Gil Blas, 
e behold one of your old friends. 1 am that Don 
« Andrea de Tordeſillas, who lived with you at 
« Grenada, and was gentleman to the archbiſhop, 
while you was in favour with that prelate. You 
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« deſired him, if you remember, to uſe his intereſt 
« in my behalf; and, by that means, I got named 
« for an employment in Mexico: but, inſtead of 
« embarking for the Indies, I ſtopt in the city of 
« Alicant, where I married the daughter of him who 
« commanded the caſtle, and by a train of adven- 
« tures which I ſhall hereafter recount to you, I am 
« now keeper of the tower of Segovia. I have ex- 
« preſs orders to keep you from the ſpeech of every 
<« living creature, to make you lye upon {traw, and 
« live upon bread and water only. But I have too 
«© much humanity not to pity your misfortunes : be- 
e ſides, you have done me ſervice; and my grati- 
« tude prevails over the orders which I have received. 
e Sofar from being the inſtrument of that cruelty 
© which they would exerciſe upon you, I intend to 
e ſoften the rigour of confinement. Get up and 
follow me.” | 
Although Mr. Keeper merited my thanks, my 
underſtanding was ſo much diſturbed, that J 
could not anſwer a word. I did not fail, however, 
to follow him, through a court, and up a narrow 
ſtair, to a ſmall room, at the top of the tower. I 
was not a little ſurpriſed when I entered this cham- 
ber, to ſee two lights burning in brazen candle- 
ſticks, and two handſome covers on a table. 
« The victuals will be preſently brought, ſaid Tor- 
e defillas, and we will-ſup here together. I have 
« deſtined this retreat for your lodging, where you 
« will be much more comfortably ſituated than in 
« your dungeon. You will behold, from your 
« window, the flowery banks of the Erema, and the 
« delightful valley which extends from the feet of 
the mountains that ſeparate the two Caſtiles, as 
« far as Coca. I know that at firſt, you will not 
« erjoy ſuch an agreeable proſpect ; but when the 
violence of your grief ſhall be mellowed, by time, 
into a ſoft melancholy, you will take delight in 
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'© making an excurſion with your eyes over ſuch 
c agreeable objects. Beſides, you may be aſſured 
* of being well provided with linen, and other ne- 
ceſſaries ſuitable to a gentleman of delicacy and 
« taſte. You ſhall alſo have a good bed, comforta- 
ble diet, and be furniſhed with as many books as 
you chooſe to read. In a word, you ſhall have all 
the accommodations that a priſoner can have.” 

Finding myſelf a little eaſed by ſuch obliging 
offers, | took courage, returned my goaler a thou- 
fand thanks, aſſured him that he recalled me to life, 
by his generous behaviour, and that I wiſhed ! 
might ever have an opportunity of teſtifying my 
gratitude. And why not have an opportunity? 
« replied he, do you think you have loſt your li— 
* berty for ever? You are miſtaken; and I dare 
< aflure you, that you will be excuſed for a few 
months of impriſonment.” *©* What ſay you Sig- 
< nior Don Andrea, cried I ? it ſeems then you are 
< acquainted with the cauſe of my - mis/artune.” 
e confels, ſaid he, I am not ignorant of the affair. 
The alguazil who brought you hither, imparted 
«© the ſecret to me; and I ſhall now reveal it. He 
told me, that the king, being informed of your 
c having, in concert with the Count de Lemos, car- 
« ried the prince of Spain to the houſe ofja ſuſpected 
lady; had, in order to puniſh you both, exiled 
the count, and ſent you to the tower of Sen 
to be treated with all the ſeverity which you hav 
« experienced ſince your arrival.” © And how, raid 
I, came this affair to the knowledge of the king! ? 
« tt is that circumſtance, in particular, of which I 
« vant to be informed.” And that circumſtance, 
i replied he, is what I could not learn from the al 
66 guar l, ho, probably, is himſclf ignorant of the 
* matter: 

Here our converſation was interrupted by the en- 


trance of ſcveral valets, who brought up ſupper. 
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They put upon the table ſome bread, two cups. 
two bottles, and three large diſhes, in one of which 
there was a ragout of hare, with plenty of onions, 
oil and ſaffron ; an olla podrida * in anather ; and 
the third contained a turky powt on a marmalade 
of + berenzena. When Tordeſillas ſaw that we ad 
every thing we wanted, he ordered his ſervants to 
retire, not chooſing that they ſhould over: hear 
our diſcourſe, and having locked the door, we 1at 
down to ſupper, oppoſite to each other. < Let us 
* now begin, laid he, with what is moſt needful. 
« You mult have a good appetite, after a faſting of 
two whole days.” He then loaded my plate with 
victuals, unagining, that he was ſerving a perſon 
who was halt ſtarved ; and really he had reaſon to 
think [ ſhould eat heartily of his ragouts. Never- 
theleſs, I baulked his expectation z and though my 
condition required food, I could not ſwallow a 
morſe]; ſo much did I take to heart my preſent ſitu- 
ation. To diſpel the cruel images which inceſſantly 
afflicted me, my keeper in vain exorted me to drink. 
by extolling the excellence of his wine. lad hegiven 
me nectar, I ſhould, at that time, have drank it 
without pleaſure. He perceived my uneaſineſs, and, 
changing his battery, began to recount, in a pleaſant 
manner, the hiſtory of his own marriage. But 1 
heard his narration with ſuch abſence of mind, that 
when it was ended, I could not have repeated a 
word of what he had ſaid. He concluded, that he 
undertook too much, in attempting to divert any 
ſorrow that evening; and, when jupper was over, 
got up, faying,  ** Sigmior de Santillane, I will leave 
e you to your repoſe, or rather to reflect at leifure, 
* upon your misfortune, But] repeat it again, it will 
not be of long duration: the king is naturally hu- 


Olla pedrida, a diſh compoſed of all forts of meat. 
Bereugena, a kind of fruit gioving like a cucumber, called 
elo Love- apple. * 
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© mane : when his wrath ſubſides, and he ſhall reflect 
upon the deplorable ſituation in which he ſuppoſes 
* you to be, he will think you ſufficiently puniſhed.” 
Mr Keeper then retired, and ſent his ſervants to 
uncover the table. They carried off every thing, 
even to the candles, and I went to bed by the me- 
lancholy light of a lamp that was affixed to the 


wall. 


CHAP. V. 


Hit reflections that night before he went to lep, and an account of 
the miſe that waked him. : 


I Paſſed two hours at leaſt in reflecting upon what 
1 Tordaſillas had ſaid to me, 1 am confined here 
then, ſaid I, to myſelf, for having contributed to 
the pleafures of the heir apparent. How imprudent 
was I, in doing ſervices of that kind to ſo young a 
prince : for his youth alone would conſtitute my 
guilt. Had he been in a more advanced age, the 
king would, perhaps, have laughed at that which 
now fo much incenſed him. But, who can have 
given ſuch a piece of information to that monarch, 
without fearing the reſentment of the prince, or that 
of the Duke of Lerma, who will doubtleſs revenge 
his nephew, the Count de Lemos? How then has 
the king diſcovered it? that | cannot compre- 
hend. | | | 
Hither my doubts always returned. The idea, 
however, that moſt afflicted me, that drove me to 
deſpair, and from which my mind could not detach 
itſelf, was the pillage to which I concluded my ef- 
fects had been abandoned. My ſtrong box ! cried 
I, my dear riches, what is become of you; into 
whoſe hands are you fallen? alas |. I have loſt you, 
| even 
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even in leſs time than that in which you were amaſſ- 
ed ! I painted to myſelf the diſorder that muſt then 
reign in my houſe; and made reffections thereon, 
every one more melancholy than another. The con- 
fuſion of ſo many different thoughts threw me into 
an oppreſſion that became favourable ; and ſleep, 
which had avoided me the preceding night, ſhed 
his influence over my ſenſes. To this, the excel- 
lence of the bed, the fatigue which I had under- 
gone, as well as the vapours of the victuals and 
wine, contributed. I enjoyed a profound repoſe, 
and, probably, the day would have ſurprized me in 
this condition, had I not been ſuddenly waked, by a 
noiſe pretty extraordinary for a priſon. I heard the 
ſound of a guittarre, accompanied with a man's 
voice. I liſtened with attention, and hearing no 
more, ſuppoſed it had been a dream: but, in a mo- 
ment, my ear was again ſtruck with the ſound of 
the inſtramerit, and the ſame voice which ſung the 
following verſes. | 


Ay de mi! un ano felice 
Parece un ſoplo ligero; 
Però ſin dicha un inſtante 
Es un ſiglo te tormento. 


My ſorrow was increaſed by this couplet, which 
feemed to have been compoſed on purpoſe for me. 
I have but too well experienced the truth of theſe 
1c words, ſaid I; methinks the ſeaſon of my proſ- 
e herity paſſed quickly away, and that I have been 
already a whole age in priſon.” I relapſed into a 
terrible reverie, and began again to deplore my 
fate, as if I had taken — in the taſk. 7 


* Alas! a year of pleaſure paſſes like a fleeting breeze ; but 
a moment of misfortune is an age of torment. 
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lamentations, however, ended with the night; and 
the firſt rays of the ſun, with which my chamber 
was enlightened. a little ſoothed my diſtreſs. I 
got up to air my room by opening the window, 
and ſurveyed the country, of which I remembered 
Mr. Keeper had given ſuch an excellent deſcription. 
But I could find nothing to juſtify what he had ſaid 
the Erema, which I imagined was at leaſt equal to 
the Tagus, appeared to be no more than a rivulet, 
its flowery banks were bedecked only with net- 
tles and thiſtles, and the pretended delightful valley 
preſented nothing to my view, but barren and uncul- 
tivated lands. Probably, I was not yet arrived at 
that ſweet melancholy, which made things appear 
otherwiſe than I then beheld them. 

I began to put on my cloaths, and was already 
half dreſſed, when Tordeſillas came in, followed by 
an old woman ſervant, who brought ſhirts and tow- 
els for my uſe. < Signior Gil Blas, ſaid he, here 
&« 1s linen: be not ſparing of it; for I ſhall take 
care to let you have as much as you can uſe, Well, 
* added he, how-did you paſs the night ? were not 
« your ſorrows for a time ſuſpended by ſleep ?“ 
* ſhould have ſlept, perhaps, till now, anſwered I, 
had I not been awaked by a voice, accompanied 
% by a guittarre.” * The cavalier, who has diſturb- 
&© ed your repoſe, ſaid he, is a ſtate priſoner, whoſe 
chamber is contiguous to yours. He is a knight 
« of the military order of Calatrava, and is a man 
of a very amiable character: his name is Don 
« Gaſton. de Cogollos. You may, if you pleale, 
* viſit and eat with each other. Tou will find a 
* mutual conſolation in each other's acquaintance, 
* which will be very agreeable to you both.“ | 
I aſſured Don Andrea, that l was extremely ſen- 
Able. of his kindneſs in permitting me to unite my 
grief with that of the cavalier; and as I expreſſed 
tome impatience to be acquainted with that com- 
22 Cw Panion 
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panion in misfortune, our obliging keeper procured 
me the pleaſure that very day; and carried me to 
dinner with Don Gaſton, who ſurprized me with 
the gentility and elegance of his figure. You may 
judge what he muſt be, to make ſuch a ſtrong im- 
preſſion upon eyes accuſtomed ro behold” the moſt 
ſhining youth ar court. Imagine to yourſelf a man 
made tor love, one of thoſe heroes of, romance, who 
by ſhewing themſelves only, could deprive princeſſes 
of their reſt, Add to this, that nature, which 
uſually deals our her gifts ſparingly, had indued 
Cogollos with great underſtanding and valour; ſo 
that he was indeed a perfect cavalier. 

If I was pleated with this knight, I had alſo the 
good fortune to be agreeable to hin, He no longer 
ſung in the night, for fear of incommoding me, 
notwithſtanding my intreaties that he would not 
conſtrain himſelf on my account. An intimacy is 
ſoon contracted between two perſons oppreſſed by 
misfortune. A tender triendſhip was the immediate 
conſequence of our acquaintance, and became ſtronger 
every day. The liberty we enjoyed of converſing 
together when we pleaſed, was very uſeful to us 
both; ſince by our diſcourſe we aſſiſted each other, 
reciprocally, to endure our misfortunes with pa- 
Hence. . 

One afternoon, -I entered his room, juſt as he 
was going to play on his guittarre ; and, that I might 
hear him the more conveniently, I fat down on a 

tool, which was the only ſeat he had; and he, pla- 
cing himſelf on his bed's feet, played a very affect- 
ing air, and accompanied it with words, which ex- 
7 the deſpair to which the cruelty of a lacy 
had reduced her lover. When he had ended, I ſaid 
to him, with a ſmile, * Signior knight, theſe are 
% words which you was never obliged to employ in 
* your amours : a gentleman of your qualifica- 
tions could not find the women cruel.” © You 
- 3 „have 
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* have too good an opinion of me, replied he; J 
$* compoſed in my own behalf, the verſes which you 
„have heard, to ſoften a heart which J believed 
*< harder than diamond, and move to compaſſic n 
$ a lady who treated me with extreme rigour. 1 
* muſt relate that ſtory to you, by which you will 
$ alſo learn the cauſe X my misfortune.” 


e HA P. VI. 


The biſtory of Don Gaſton de Cogollos, and Donna Helena dt 
| Gal eos | 


2 four years ago, I ſet out from Madrid 
for Cora, to viſit Donna Eleonora de Laxaril- 
la, my aunt, one of the richeſt widows in Old Caſ- 
tile, to whom I am heir at law. I no ſooner arrived 
at her houſe, than love began to invade my repoſe. 
Fhe windows of my apartment faced the lattices of 
a lady, who lived oppoſite to my aunt's houſe ; and 
I could eaſily perceive her, on account of the width 
of her grates, and the narrowneſs of the ſtreet. I 
dlid not neglect the opportunity; and found my 
'neighbour ſo very handfome, that I was immediate- 
ly enchanted. I expreſſed my paſſion ſo plainly, 
by my eyes, that ſhe could not be miſtaken. She 
- ſoon perceived it ; but was not in the leaſt diſpoſed 
to pride herſelf in her obſervation, and ſtill leſs to 
anſwer my ſilent interrogatories. / 

I made enquiries about this dangerous perſon, 
who ſo ſuddenly captivated hearts; and learned, 
that her name was Donna Helena; that ſhe was the 
only daughter of Don George de Galiſteo, who 
poſſeſſed a rich manor a few leagues from Cora; that 
many matches had been propoſed to her; but her 
father rejected them all becauſe he was reſolved to 


be- 
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beſtow her in marriage to his nephew Don Auguſtin 
de Olighera, who, in the mean time, had the pri- 
vilege of fecing and converſing with his couſin ey 
day. I was not diſcouraged by this piece of infor- 
mation: on the contrary, I became more amorous 
and the vain pleafure of ſupplanting a beloved rival, 
excited me, perhaps even more than my love, to pur- 
ſue my attack; therefore I continued to addreſs 
Helena with the moſt expreſſive looks: I ſupplicated 
her maid Felicia in the ſame language, in order to im- 
plore her aſſiſtance. I even talked on my fingers. 
= theſe gallantries were uſeleſs. I qgaade as little 
impreſſion on the maid as on her miſtreſs : they both 
ſeemed equally cruel and inacceſſible. 
Since they refuſed to anſwer the language of my 
eyes, I had recourſe to other interpreters; and ſet 
xeople to work, to diſcover what acquaintances Fe- 
keis had in town. They got intelligence that an 
old gentlewoman, called heodora, was her beſt 
friend, and that they often viſited each other. Re- 
. joiced at this diſcovery, I went to Theodora in per- 
ſon, and by preſents, engaged her in my intereſts. 
She eſpouſed my cauſe, promiſed to procure for me 
a private converſation with her friend, at her houſe, 
and ſhe performed her promiſe the very next day. 
„J am no longer unhappy, ſaid I to Felicia, ſince 
amy misfortunes have excited your c . 
« How much am I indebted to your friend, for 
having prevailed upon you, to grant me the ſatis- 
faction of an interview ' “ Signior, replied ſhe, 
Theodora can do any thing with me: ſhe has en- 
gaged me in your behalf; and if it be in my 
to contribute to your happineſs, you ſhall ſoon en- 
joy your wiſh; but, notwithſtanding my good inten- 
tions, I know not that can give you much aſſiſtance; 
for, not to flatter you, you have never formed a 
more difficult enterprize. You are in love with a 
lady, who is prepoſſeſſed in favour of another cava» 


lier 
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lier: and what fort of a lady ! one fo full of pride and 
diſſimulation, that it, by dir. of perſeverance and aſſi- 
duity, you ſhould ſucceed ſo far as to coſt her a few 
ſighs, do not imagine that her pride will ſubmir to 
give you the pleaſure of hearing them.” «Ah! 
dear Felicia, cried I, (in a tranſport of grief) why do 
you mention the obſtacles which I have to ſurmount! 
your information will be the death of me! deceive 
me, rather than drive me to deſpair! ” I then ſeized 
one of her hands, and preſſing it in mine, put upon 
her finger a diamond worth three hundred piſtoles, 
accompanied by ſuch tender expreſſions, as forced 
the tears into her eyes. . | 

She was too much affected by my converſation, 
and too well ſatisfied with my behaviour, to leave 
meentirely without conſolation. She began to ſmooth 

the difficulties a little; “ Signior, ſaid ſhe, what J 
have repreſented, ought not to deprive you of hope. 
Your rival, it is true, is not hated; he is at liberty to 
come and viſit his coulin, and talk to her whenever 
he pleaſes; and this isa circumſtance which is fa- 
vourable to you. T hey are accuſtomed to ſee each 
other every day, which renders their converſation a 
little languid : they ſeem to part without uneaſineſs, 
and meet again without joy : one would imagine 
they are already married. In a word, I do not per- 
ceive that my miſtreſs has a violent paſſion for Don 
Auguſtin: beſides, with regard to . perſonal quali- 
fications, there 1s a difference between you and him, 
that muſt turn to your advantage in the eyes of ſuch 
a delicate young lady as Donna Helena, Be not 
. diſcouraged, therefore: continue your addreſſes, 
which 1 will ſecond ; and I will not loſe an opportuni- 
ty of making every thing you do to pleaſe her, tend 
to your advantage with my miftrets. In vain ſhall 
ſhe attempt to diſguiſe her ſentiments, I ſhall pre- 


| ſentiy diicoyer them in ipute of her diſſimulation.“ 
| After 
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After this converſation, Felicia and I parted, per- 
fectly ſatisfied with each other. I prepared again 
to ogle Don George's daughter, whom I treated 
with a ſerenade, in which the verſes you have heard 
were ſung by a delicate voice, which I had provided 
for the purpoſe. After the concert, the maid, in or- 
der to {ound the diſpoſition of her miſtreſs, aſked 
how ſhe had been entertained ? © The voice, ſaid 
« Donna Helena, afforded me pleaſure.” „And 
ere not the words very affecting?“ replied the 
maid. I paid no attention to them, ſaid the lady; 
] attended only to the tune? I took no notice of 
te the verles, neither do I deſire to be informed who 
« gave the ſcrenade.“ If that be the caſe, replied 
« the waiting woman, poor Don Gaſton de Cogol- 
« los is conſiderably out in his reckoning, and not ve- 
« ry wile in ſpending his time in looking at our lat- 
« tices.” „ Perhaps it may not be he, ſaid the 
e miſtreſs coldly, but ſome other cavalier, who 
<« has declared his paſſion for me, by this concert.“ 
% Pardon me, madam, replied Felicia, it is no 
e other than Don Gaſton ; by this token, that he 
e accoſted me this morning in the ſtreet, and re- 
« queſted me to acquaint you, that he adores you, 
« in ſpite of the rigour with which you repay his 
« love; and that, in ſhort, he ſhould deem him- 
« ſelf the happieſt of mankind, if you would permit 
« him to manifeſt his paſſion in the uſual courſe of 
e gallantry, This language, added ſhe, ſufficiently 
proves that I am not miſtaken,” | 

Don George's daughter immediately chan 
countenance, anc darting a fevere look at her maid, 
« You might, ſaid ſhe, have diſpenſed with repeat- 
ing that impertinent converſation to me. Let me, 
« I entreat you, have no ſuch reports for the future; 
t and if that raſh youth ſhould have the preſump- 
tion to ſpeak to you again, tell him td make his 
* addreſſes to one who will regard them more than J 
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« do, and to chuſe a more honourable amuſement, 
4 than that of being continually at his windows, to 
« obſerve what I do in my apartment.“ 

All this was faithfully reported to-me, in a ſecond 
interview with Felicia, who, ſignifying that I muſt 
not take the words of her miſtreſs in a literal ſenſe, 
would have perſuaded me that the affair went on 
proſperouſly. But I who was ignorant of fineſſe, 
and did not imagine the text could be ex- 

lained in my favour, diſtruſted the commentary 
he had made. She laughed at my diffidence, cal- 
led for paper and ink, and ſaid : © >1gnior Knight, 
« write immediately to Donna Helena in the ſtile of 
« a deſponding lover. Repreſent your ſufferings in 
the moſt 25 colours, and, in particular, 
complain of her prohibiting you to r at your 
a, — Neve Promiſe — her, a lame 
time aſſure her, that it will be at the expence of 
« your life. Cloattrthis in ſuch expreſſions as you 
i ventlemen are well ſkilled in, and leave the reſt to 
* me. I hope the event will do more honour than 
« you imagine to my penetration.“ | 
- Had neglected this, Tſhould have been the firſt 
lover who did not take the advantage of ſuch an 
opportunity to write to his miſtreſs. 1 wrote a moſt 

athetic letter, and before I ſealed it, ſhewed it to 
Felicia who having read it, ſaid, with a ſmile, 
« that if women have the art of captivating the 
men, the: men, in return, know very well how 
to cajole the women.” The-watting-maid took 
my letter, and laying ſtrong injunctions on me to 

keep my windows ſhut for a few days, returned to 

Don George's houſe. | 4 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, to Donna Helena, when ſhe 
« went home, I met Don Gaſton; who accoſted me, 
and endeavoured to ſooth me with flattering ex- 

11 preſſions. He aſked, with a faultering voice, like 

a criminal who expects his ſentence, if I had — 
f ec ve 
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« yered his meſſage to you; Then I, faithful and 
% obedient - to execute your commands, cut him 
« ſhort with a vengeance; inveighed againſt him, 
loaded him with reproaches, and left him in the 
e ſtfeet confounded at my abuſe;” © I am re- 
i joiced, ſaid Donna Helena, that you have rid me 
& of that importunate young fellow; but there was 
ie no occaſion to ſpeak tadely to him. A young 
t woman ought. always to be ya in her beha- 
« yiour.” © Madam, replied the maid, a paſſion- 
« ate lover is not to be baniſhed: by words pro- 
« nounced with a gentle air. Nay, this is difficult 
« to accompliſh even by indignation and 1 
% Don Gaſton, for example, was not pull 
« After having loaded him with reproaches, as I 
« have already obſerved, I went to the houſe. of 
c your relation, whither you ſent me, and that lady 
« unfortunately detained me too long: I ſay too 
long, becaule, on my return, I found my 
« tleman again, whom, I aſſure you, I did nat ex- 
te pect to fee. 1 was ſo much diſturbed at the ſight 
of him, that my tongue, which never failed me 
& before, could not furniſh me with a ſyllable. In 
« the mean time, he ſlipt a paper into my hand; 
« which I kept, without knowing what I did, and 
tt inftantly diſappeared.”  —- * DR | 
She then pulled my letter out of her boſom, and 
ave it, by way of joke, to her miſtreſs, who, ta- 
ing it, as it were in jeſt, read it over, and then af- 
fected reſerve. Really, Felicia, ſaid the with a ſe- 
« rjious air, you are a fooliſh mad creature to re- 
« ceive this billet. What will Don Gaſton think 
« of it? and what muſt I ſuppoſe ? Your conduct 
te gives me reaſon to diſtruſt your fidelity; and 
may make him ſuſpect that I approve of his paſ- 
«-fion: Alas! perhaps he is weak enough to ima- 
op Bin, at this inſtant, that I peruſe, with plea. 
« furt, the characters which he has wrote. You- 
Vol. II. Ee ſee 
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£ ſee to what diſgrace you have expoſed my pride.” 
O!] not in the leaſt, madam, replied the maid ; 
he cannot entertain ſuch thoughts: and ſuppoſe 
he did, he ſhall not long preſerve them. I will 
inform him, when next I ſee him, that I have 
* ſhewn his letter to you; that you looked at it 
with indifference; and in ſhort, without reading 
eit, tore it with the moſt mortifying contempt.” 
« You may ſafely affirm that I have not read it, 
e ſaid Donna Helena, I ſhould be at a loſs, if I 
* was obliged to repeat two ſingle words of it.“ 
Don George's daughter was not contented with ex- 
preſſing herſelf in this manner; ſhe even tore my 
billet, and forbad her woman co. talk to me for the 

future. | | 
As I promiſed to play the gallant no more at my 
windows, ſince the ſight of me ſo highly offended, 
I kept them ſhut ſeveral days, to render my obedi- 
ence more affecting; but to ſupply thoſe looks of 
which I was abridged, I prepared new ſerenades 
for my cruel Helen. One night I repaired under 
her balcony with muſicians, and the guittarres were 
already ſtruck up, when a cavalier advanced [word 
in hand, and diſturbed the concert; laying about 
him at a furious rate among the performers, who- 
immediately betook themſelves to flight. The rage 
which animated that audacious intruder, awaked 
mine : 1 advanced to puniſh him, and an obſtinate 
combat began. Donna Hclena, and her attendant, 
hearing the noiſe of ſwords, looked through the lat- 
tice, and ſering two men engaged, alarmed Don 
George and his valets with their cries; who, with 
ſeveral people in the neighbourhood, came running 
to part the combatants, but they arrived too 
late, and found nobody, on. the field of battle, 
but.a cavalier, almoſt expiring, weltering 1n his. 
blood; and I was, preſently known to be that un- 
fortunate perſon, I was conveyed to the houſe of 
my 
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my aunt, whither the moſt eminent ſurgeons in 
town were called to my aſſiſtance. | 
Every body lamented my fate, and particularly 
Donna Helena, who then diſcovered the bottom of 
her ſoul. Her diſſimulation gave way to her ſenti- 
ment, and ſhe was no longer that diſdainful crea- 
ture, who piqued herſelf upon appearing inſenſible 
to my paſſion. She was now an affectionate lover, 
who abandoned herſelf to ſorrow without reſerve. 
She paſſed the remainder of the night in mourning 
with her maid, and in curſing her couſin Don Au- 
uſtine de Olighera, who, they ſuppoſed, muſt have 
n the author of their tears; as in reality it was 
he who had ſo diſagreeably interrupted the ſerenade, 
Being as great a diſſembler as his couſin, he had 
perceived my intentions, without ſeeming to take 
any notice of them; and, imagining that ſhe fa- 
voured my paſſion, had committed this action, to 
ſhew that he was not quite ſo paſſive, as ſhe ima» 
gined him to be, This melancholy accident, how- 
ever, was ſoon forgotten, on account of the joy that 
ſucceeded it, Though I was dangerouſly wounded, 
the ſkill of the ſurgeons preſerved my life, but I 
was ſtill confined to my chamber, when my aunt 
Donna Eleonora went to Don George, and de- 
manded his daughter for me in marriage. The fa- 
ther conſented to this the more readily, becauſe he 
at that time looked upon Don Auguſtine as a 
man whom perhaps he ſhould never bchold again. 
The good old gentleman was afraid that his daugh- 
ter would not beſtow herſelf on me without reluct- 
ance, becauſe her couſin Olighera had enjoyed the 
liberty of viſiting her as often as he pleaſed, and of 
obtaining her affection at leiſure : but ſhe ſeemed 
ſo well diſpoſed to obey her father in this particular, 
that we may conclude it to be an advantage among 
Ee 2 the 
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the ladies to be a new-comer in Spain, as well ag 
1n other countries, | | 

As ſoon as I could obtain a private converſation 
with Felicia, I underſtood how much her miſtreſs 
had been afflicted at the ill ſucceſs of my duel, 
therefore, having no longer any reaſon to doubt 
that 1 was the Paris of this Helen, I bleſſed my 
wound, ſince it turned out fo propitious to my love, 
and obtained of Signior Don George the permiſſion 
of ſpeaking to his daughter in the preſence of her 
woman. What a delightful converſation was this ! 
I intreated, I preſſed the lady in ſuch a manner, to 
- acquaint me if her father, in yielding her to my ſo- 
licitations, had done any violence to her inclination, 
that ſhe confeſſed J was not indebted to her obedi- 
ence alone. After this flattering confeſſion, my 
whole ſtudy was to pleaſe her, and contrive enter- 
tainments till the day of our nuptials, which were to 
be celebrated by a magnificent cavalcade, in which 
all the nobility of Coria and the neighbourhood in- 
tended to appear, 

I gave an elegant entertainment to Non George 
and his daughter, with all their relations and friends, 
at a ſuperb country-houſe which my aunt had at a 
ſmall diſtance from the town, on the fide of Man- 
roi. Here a concert of vocal and inſtrumental 
muſic was prepared by my order, together with 
a company of comedians to repreſent a comedy, 
In the midſt of the feaſt, a perſon came and vhiſ- 

red to me, that there was a man in the hall, who 
deſired to ſpeak with me. I roſe from table to fee 
who it was, and found a ſtranger who looked like 
a valet de chambre, and who preſented to me a let- 
ter which contained the following words. 


6 1 you have the ſame regard for your honour, 
„61 that every knight of your order ought to have, 

* you will not fail to be to-morrow morning 2 
f 7 | \ th 2 
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the plain of Manroi, where you will find a cava- 
«ler. ready to give ſatisfaction for the injury you 
« have received from him, and to prevent you, if he 
„ poſſibly can, from marrying onna Helena. 

a „Don Auguſtine de Clighera.“ 


If love has great influence over the Spaniards, 
revenge has ſtill greater. I could not read this bil- 
let in tranquility, The very name of Don Auguſ- 
tine kindled a fire in my veins, which had almoſt 
forced me to forget the indiſpenſable duty which I 
had that day to perform. I was inclined to ſteal 
away from the company, and go immediately in 
ſearch of my enemy, I conſtrained myſelf, how- 
ever, for fear of diſturbing the feaſt, and ſaid to 
the man who brought the rv „Friend, tell the 
* cavalier who ſent you, that I am too deſirous 
«* of another engagement with him, to fail of meet- 
<« ing him to-morrow morning before ſun-riſe at the 

„ place appointed.” | 
Having diſpatched the meſſenger with this an- 
ſwer, I rejoined my gueſts, and reſumed my place 
at table, where I compoſed my countenance ſo 
well, that none of the company had the leaſt ſuſpi- 
cion of what paſſed within me. I appeared, during 
the reſt of the day, as much entertained as any of 
them with the pleaſures of the feaſt, which ended 
about midnight, when the aſſembly broke up, and 
every one returned to the town. As for me, I re- 
mained in the country-houſe, on the pretence of 
taking the air the next morning; but the real reaſon 
was, that I might be the ſooner at the rendezvous. 
Inſtead of going: to bed, I waited jmpatiently for 
day, and as ſoon as I perceived it, I mounted my 
beſt horſe, and ſet out alone, as if I intended to 
take a ride into the country. I advanced towards 
Manroi, and diſcovered in the plain a man on 
horſeback, coming towards me at full t I 
25 | * there» 
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therefore put ſpurs to my horſe, to ſave him half of 
the way. We preſently met, and J perceived it 
was my rival. * Knight, ſaid he, in a menacin 
* tone, it is with regret that I come to engage wit 
«you a ſecond time; but it is entirely your own 
* fault. After the adventure of the ſerenade, you 
4 ought to have renounced Don _— daughter 
* with a good grace; or at leaſt to have taken it 
for granted, that it would have coſt you dear, if 
« you perſiſted in your addreſſes to her.” *© You 
« are too proud, replied I, of an advantage 
« which you owed more to the darkneſs of the 
e night, than to your ſuperior ſkill. You do not 
* confider that the ſucceſs of theſe rencounters de- 
* pends frequently on accident.“ „It is never ac- 
* cidental with me, ſaid he, with an arrogant air, 
&* and I will now convince you, that by day as well 
as night, I know how to puniſh thoſe audacious 
knights who dare to oppoſe me.” 

I made no reply to this haughty ſpeech, but im- 
mediately alighted. Don Auguſtine did the ſame: 
we tied our horſes to a tree, and began to fight 
with equal vigour. I will frankly acknowledge, 
that I had ro engage with an enemy who puſhed 
much better than 1, though I had been two years 
at a fencing ſchool, He was a complete fencer; I 
could not poſſibly have expoſed my lite to greater 
danger. Nevertheleſs, as it often happens that the 
ſtrongeſt is vanquiſhed by the weakeſt, my rival, in 
ſpite of his ſuperior ſkill, received a thruſt, that went 
through his heart, and fell dead upon the ſpot. 

I returned immediately to the country-houſe, 
where I informed a valet de chambre, in whom I 
could confide, of what had happened, and ſaid to 
him, Dear Ramira, before juſtice can take cog- 
<< nizance of this event, take a good horie, and ac- 
« quaint my aunt of the adventure. Aſk of her 
ns — money and jewels, and bring them to me at 


« Pla- 
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* Plazencia, where you will find me in the firſt inn 
« you come to as you enter the city. | 

Ramira, acquitted himſelf of his commiſſion with 
ſuch. diligence, that he arrived at Plazencia three 
hours after me. He told me that Donna Eleonora 
was rather pleaſed than afflicted at the news of a 
duel that revenged the affront which I had received 
in the firſt; and that ſhe had ſent me all her ready 
money and jewels, to enable me to travel agreea- 
bly in foreign countries, till ſhe ſhould. get the 

air accommodated, 

To paſs over ſuperfluous circumſtances, I ſhall 
only inform you, that I croſſed New Caſtile to the 
kingdom of Valencia, in order to embark at Denia, 
from whence I proceeded to Italy, where I put my- 
ſelf in a condition to viſit different courts, and ap- 
pear in a ſuitable character. 444, Fant 

Far removed from my Helen, I endeavoured, 
as much as poſſible, to beguile my love and forrows 
ſhe lamented my abſence in ſecret at Coria. Inſtead 
of approving of the proſecution that her family ſet 
on foot. againſt me, on account of Olighera's death, 
ſhe wiſhed all enmity might ceaſe, and that my re- 
turn might be haſtened by a ſpeedy accommodation, 
Six months had already elapſed ſince ſhe had loſt 
me, and I believe her conſtancy would ſtill have 
triumphed over time, had ſhe had nothing elſe but 
time to combat: but ſhe had ſtill more powerful 
enemies. Don Blas de Combados, a gentleman 
from the weſtern ſide of Galicia, came to Coria, to 
take poſſeſſion of a large eſtate, which had been in 
vain diſputed by his couſin Don Miguel de Capra- 
ra; and he ſettled in that country, finding it more 
agreeable to him than his own. Combados was a 
genteel figure, had an agreeable polite behaviour, 
and was one of the molt inſinuating men in the 


world; ſo that he ſoon became acquainted with all 
524 the 
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the people of faſhion In the town, and was no ſtran? 
ger to theis private affairs. 4 

It was not long before he knew that Don George 
had a daughter, whoſe irreſiſtible beauty ſeemed 
to inflame the men only for their deſtruction. This 
excited his curioſity : he longed to ſee ſuch a for- 
midable lady: for this purpoſe, he ſought the friend 
ſhip of her father, and ſucceeded ſo well, that the 
old man already looked upon him as his ſon-in- 
law ; gave him admittance to his houſe, and the 
liberty of ſpeaking in his preſence to Donna Hele- 
na, The Galician ſoon fel in love with her. That 
was indeed inevitable. He explained himſelf to 
Don George, who conſented to his propoſal ; but 
at the fame time informed him, that, reſolving not 
to conſtrain his daughter, he left her miſtreſs of her 
own hand. Don Blas, therefore, put in practice 
all the gallantries which he could deviſe, to 25 
the lady, who ſeemed inſenſible to them all, ſo 
much was her heart engroſſed by me. Felicia, 
however, was in the r — 323 _ 
engaged her by preſents to eſpouſe his cauſe, She 
therefore eee hee cen in behalf of his 
paſſion ; on the other hand, her father ſeconded the 
chamber- maid by his remonſtrances; and notwith- 
ſtanding all their efforts for a Whole year, they could 
only torment Donna Helena, without ſhaking her 
conſtancy. | WY 

Combados, perceiving that Don George and Fe- 
Iicia interefted themſelves for him in vain, Ae 
an expedient to overcome the obſtinacy of a lover 
fo violently prepoſſeſſed. This, ſaid he, is what I 
« have contrived : we will ſuppoſe that a merchant - 
« of Coria has received a letter from an Italian factor, 
« jn which, after a detail of commercial matters, are 


the following words.” 
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A Spaniſh cavalier, named Don Gaſton de 
Cogollos, has lately arrived at the court of Parma. 
«« He calls himſelf the nephew and ſole heir of a 
« rich widow who lives at Coria, under the name of 
# Donna leonora de Laxarilla, He has demanded 
« the daughter of a nobleman of great diſtinction 
«in marriage, but will not ſucceed till the truth is 
« certainly known. I am deſired to apply to you 
for this purpoſe: pray .inform me, therefore, if 
« you are acquainted with this Don Gaſton, and in 
% what the riches of his aunt conſiſt; for your an- 
e {wer will decide the marriage. 
| Parma, &c. 


The old gentleman looked upon this trick as a 
piece of wit, and a ſtratagem pardonable in love; 
the waiting woman, ſtill leſs ſcrupulous than her 
maſter, greatly approved of it. The invention 
ſeemed to them the more ingenious, as they 
knew Helena to be a girl of ſpirit, and capable of 
taking an inſtantaneous reſolution, provided ſhe 
ſhould have no ſuſpicion of the cheat. Don George 
undertook to acquaint her of my inconſtancy; 
and, to make the thing appear more natural, took 
along with him the mercnant ,who had received 
rhe pretended letter from Parma. The ſcheme was 
executed accordingly. The father, in an affected 
paſſion of rage and vexation, ſaid to Helena, 
„Daughter, I will no longer obſerve to you, that 
« my relations daily requeſt that I will not admit the 
* murderer of Don Auguſtine into my family. I 
« have a ſtronger reaſon to give you to-day, in or- 
der to detach you from Don Gaſton, You ought 
eto be aſhamed of your fidelity to him. He is a 
* fickle perfidious wretch. Here is a certain proof 
* of his inconſtancy. Read this letter, which a 
* merchant of Coria has received from Italy.“ The 
trembling Helena took -the fictitious letter, read it 
Vor. II. FF over, 
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over, conſidered every expreſſion, and was thunder- 
ſtruck at the news of my infidelity. A ſentiment 
of tenderneſs drew trom her ſome tears: but, ſoon 
recalling all her pride, ſhe dried them up, and ſaid 
to her father with a reſolute tone, ©* Sigpior, you hav 
been witneſs of my weakneſs, leer witncts alſo of 
* my trium pl; over myſelf. 'Tis done. I now deſpiſe 
Don Gaſton, and lock upon him as the moſt con- 
et temptible of mankind. But let us mention him 
« no more. Come, I now am ready to follow Do 
« Blas to the altar: let my marriage precede that 2 
* the perfidious man, who has ſo ill repaid my love.” 
Don George, traniported with joy at this refolution, 
embraced his daughter, applauded her reſolution, 
and, glad of the happy ſucceſs of his ſtratagem, 
made haſte to compleat the wiſhes of my rival. 
Donna liclena was thus raviſhed from me. She 
ſuddenly yielded herſelt ro Combados, without liſten- 
ing to love, which, at the bottom of her heart, plead- 
ed in my favour, or even doubting a moment of a 
piece of intelligence which might have been ſuſ- 
pected in a lover of leis credulity. The haughty 
mai, liſtened to nothing but her pride, and the re- 
ſentment of the ſlight which ſhe thought her beauty 
had received, prevailed over the intereſt of her ten- 
dernels. A few days after her marriage, however, 
e felt ſome remorſe for having been ſo precipitate. 
he retlected that the merchant's letter might have 
n a forgery, and that ſuſpicion gave her ſome 
uneaſineſs; but the amorous Don Blas gave her no 
time to cheriſh. thoughts prejudicial, to her repole. 
His ſole ſtudy was to amuſe her; and in this he 
ucceeded by a continual ſucceſſion of various plea- 
ſures, which he had art enough to invent. 

She leemed perfectly ſatished with ſuch a gallant 
huſband, and they lived together in perfect harmony, 
when my aunt accommodated my affair with the re- 
lations of Don Auguſtine ; and wrote immediately 
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to Italy, to acquaint me of her ſucceſs. Being then 
at Regio, in the remoteſt part of Calabria, I went 
over into Sicily, from thence to Spain, and at length 
+ fepaired to Coria on the wings of love. Donna 
Eleonora; who had not in her letter mentioned the 
marriage of Don George's daughter, informed me 
of it on my arrival ; and, obſerving that I was 
afflicted at the news, You are wrong, nephew,” 
faid he, © to be ſo much concerned at the loſs of an 
& unfaithful woman. Be adviſed by me, and baniſh 
& from your memory a perſon unworthy of poſſeſſ- 
«© ing a place in it.” A | 
| y aunt being ignorant of the deceit which had 
been practiſed on Donna Helena, acted prudently in 
expreſſing herſelf in this manner, and could not have 
given me more ſalutary advice; I therefore promiſed 
to obſerve it, or at leaſt to affect an air of indif- 
ference, if I ſhould find myſelf incapable of van- 
quiſhing my paſſion, I could not however reſiſt 
my curtofity, to know how this marriage had been 
contrived ; and to be informed of the particulars, 1 
reſolved to apply to Felicia's friend, Dame Theo- 
dora; whom f have already mentioned. I went to 
her houſe, and there by accident found Felicia, who, 
little expecting to ſee me, was confounded, and en- 
deavoured to go away, to avoid an explanation, 
which ſhe concluded I would demand. I ſtopt her, 
ſaying, * Why do you avoid me? is not the per- 
® jured Helena fatisfied with having made a ſacrifice 
of my happineſs ? has ſhe forbid you to liſten to 
* my complaints? or do you only want to eſcape 
e me, that you may make a merit with the ungrate- 
« ful woman, of having refuſed to hearken to me? 
« Signior,” anſivered the waiting woman, T 
{© freely confeſs myſelf confounded at your preſence. 
J cannot behold you again, without feeling my 
heart torn with remorſe.” My miſtreſs has been 
„ impoſed on, and I have been an unfortunate ac- 
| Ef 2 complice 
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** complice in deceiving her.“ „ O heaven 
* cried I, “ and dare you tell me ſo? Explain your- 
« ſelf immediately.” She then gave me an account 
of the ſtratagem which Combados had practiſed to 
rob me of Donna Helena; and, perceiving that her 
detail pierced me to the very ſoul, endeavoured to 
give me ſome. conſolation : ſhe offered me her 
offices with her miſtreſs, promiſed to diſabuſe her, 
to paint my deſpair; in a word; to omit nothing. 
that might ſoften the rigour of my deſtiny :- in fine, 
4 gave me hopes that aſſuaged my ſorrows a 
ittle. | ' 
| paſs over the infinite difficulties ſhe underwent, 
before ſhe could prevail upon Donna Helena to ſee 
me. This, however, ſhe accompliſhed ; and it was 
concerted between them, that I ſhould be privately 
admitted into the houſe of Don Blas, the firſt time 
he ſhould go to one of his eſtates, where he uſually 
\ ſpent a day or two in hunting. This deſign was 
preſently put in execution: the huſband ſet out for 
the country; I was informed of the occaſion, and 
one night I was introduced into. his wite's apart- 
ment. | | 
I would have begun the converſation: with re- 

proaches ; but my mouth was immediately ſtopt. 
<« Tt is in vain to recal what is paſt,” ſaid the lady; 
«© the buſineſs here is not a fond reconciliation; and 
e you are miſtaken if you believe me diſpoſed to 
< flatter. your inclination.. I declare to you, Don 
* Gaſton, that my only motive for permitting this 
private interview, in conſequence of the preſſing 
ce inſtances which have been made, is to inform you 
from my own mouth, that henceforth you mult en- 
s deavour to forget me. Perhaps I might have been. 
e better ſatisfied with my fate, had it been joined to 
yours; but, ſince heaven hath ordained it other- 
* wile, I ſubmit to its decrees.” 
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. © How, Madam !” anſwered |; „ is it not 
« enough that I have loſt you, and fee the happy 
« Don Blas in quiet poſſeſſion of the only per- 
« ſon | am capable of loving! muſt I allo 
« baniſh you from my thoughts? You would 
« deprive me of my love, and deprive me of 
« the only bleſſing that now remains. Ah, cruel 
« woman ! do you think it poſſible for any man 
« whom you have once charmed: to retrieve his 
heart? Know yourſelf better, and ceaſe vainly to 
« exhort me to chaſe your idea from my remem- 
„ brance.” Well then,” replied ſne, with preci- 
« ranges, « ceaſe to hope that I will favour your 
love with any return, I have but a few words. to 
« ſay: the wife of Don- Blas ſhall never be the lover 
6. of Don Gaſton, Take your meaſures according- 
« ly ; fly from this place; and let us put a ſpeedy 
« end to a converſation with which { upbraid my- 
« ſelf, in ſpite of the purity of my intentions; and 
« which I ſhall think myſelf guilty in prolonging,” 
At theſe words, which deprived me of eve 
glimpſe of hope, I tell at her feet; I addreſſed her 
in the moſt pathetic terms; I even employed tears 
to melt her: but all this ſerved only to excite, per- 
haps, ſome ſentiments of pity, which ſhe was careful 
of concealing, and which were ſacrificed to her duty. 
After having to no purpoſe exhauſted all my rhe- 
toric, my prayers,. and my tears; my tenderneſs 
changed ſuddenly into rage. I unſheathed my 
ſword, to ſtab my ſelf before the eyes of the inexora- 
ble Helena! who, no ſooner perceived my inten- 
tion, than ſhe threw herſelf upon me, to prevent the 
conſequence. * Hold, Cogollos,” faid ſhe, © is it 
ce thus you conſult my reputation? In thus depriv- 
<« ing yourſelf of lite, you are going to load me 
* with dithonour, and make my hutband pats for 
« an aſlaſſin.” N 
I was become ſo deſperate, that, ſo far from yield- 
ing, to theſe words the attention they ey 
whole 
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whole endeavour was to baffle the efforts of the 
miſtreſs and her maid, to ſave me from my own 
fatal reſolution; and, doubtleſs, T ſhould have ſuc- 
ceeded but too ſoon, if Don Blas, who had been 
apprifed of qur interview, inſtead of 'going to the 
country, and had concealed himſelf behind the 
tapeſtry, to overhear our - converſation, had not 
come and joined us with the utmoſt expedition. 
Von Gaſton,” cried he, holding my arms, “ re- 
call your baniſhed reaſon; and do not baſely ſub- 
«© mit to the fury that tranſports you.“ 

is it your buſineſs,” ſaid I, interrupzitg Don 
Blas, to diſſuade me from my deſign ? - You 
&* ought rather, with your. own hand, to plunge 2 
poniard in my boſom. You are ered) by my 
« paſſion, unfortunate as it is. Is it not ſufficient 
„that you ſurpriſe me at nights in your wife's 
« apartment? Is there more required to rouſe you 
to revenge? Stab me at once, and rid yourſelf of 
a man who cannot ceaſe adoring Donna Helena, 
« til} he ceaſes to exiſt,” In vain,” replied 
Don Blas, do you endeavour to intereſt my 
% honour ſo far, as to give you death: you are 
« ſufficiently puniſhed by your raſhneſs; and I am 
| * fo well pleaſed with the virtuous ſentiments of 
e my wife, that I pardon the occaſion which ſhe 
* took to ſhew them. Be adviſed, Cogollos,” 
added he; do not deſpair like a weak. lover, but 
« ſubmit to neceſſity with courage.” | 

The prudent Galician, by fuch diſcourſe, ap- 
peaſed my rage a little, and rouſed my virtue: L 
retired with a reſolution of removing far from He- 
lena, and the place that ſhe inhabited. In two days 
L returned to Madrid, where, intending to employ 
myſelf wholly in making my fortune, I appeared at 
court, and there began to make friends; but I was 

ſo unfortunate as to attach myſelf in particular to 
the Marquis of Villareal, a Portugueſe nobleman, 


| who, 
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who, bong ſuſpected of a deſign to deliver Portu- 

al from the dominion of Spain, was impriſoned in 

th caſtle of Alicant, where he now remains, The 

uke of Lerma, knowing that an intimacy ſub- 

| between that nobleman and me, cauſed me tq 

be arreſted, alſo, and conducted to this place: that 

miniſter mayors that I am capable of being an ac- 

complice in ſuch a ſcheme ; and he could not have 

committed a greater outrage upon a noble Caſti- 
lan | 


Here Don Gaſton ceaſed ſpeaking ; and I, tg 
conſole him, ſaid, * Signior Cavalier, your ho- 
nour can receive no ſtain from this diſgrace, 
which, in the end, will doubtleſs turn to your ad- 
vantage. When the Duke of Lerma ſhall be fully 
convinced of your innocence, he will certainly be- 
ſtow upon you a valuable employment, in order to 
re-eſtabliſh the reputation of a gentleman utyuſtly 
accuſed of treaſon.“ 1 


% 


CHAP. VII. 


Scipio wiſits Gil Blas in. the tower of Segovia, and communicates ö 
f to him a great deal neui. 


UK converſation was interrupted by Torde- 
ſillas, who, coming into the chamber, ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to me in the following terms : Sig- 
e nior Gil Blas, I have been ſpeaking to a young 
„% man, who preſented himſelf at the priſon gate, 
and aſked if you was not a priſoner here. When 
] refuſed to gratify his curioſity, he ſermed greatly 
* mortified.” © Noble captain,” ſaid he, with tears 
in his eyes, do not reject the humble requeſt I 
* make, to know if Signior de Santillane is in this 
* place. I am his chief domeſtic, and you will 


perform 
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es perform a generous action, in permitting me to 
* ſee him. You are looked upon in Segovia as a 
« oentleman of great humanity; and I hope you 
„will not retuſe me the tavour of converſing a few 
b moments with my dear maſter, who is not fo 
* ouilty as he is unfortunate.” In ſhort,” conti- 
nued Lon Andrea, the youth expreſſed ſuch a de- 
* fire of ſeeing you, that I have promiſed to give 
& him that ſatis faction this evening.“ | 
I aſſured Tordeſillas, that he could not afford me 
a greater pleaſure than to admit that young man, 
ho probably had ſomething to communicate, which 
might be of importance for me to know, I waited 
with impatience for the moment that was to preſent 
my faithful Scipio to my eyes; for I did not doubt 
but it was he; and I was not miſtaken. He was 
introduced into the tower in the evening; and his 
joy, which mine alone could equal, Boks forth in 
extraordinary tranſports, when he beheld me, For 
my own part, I was ſo much reoiced at the fight of 
him, that I held out my arms, and he hugged me in 
his, without any ceremony: the diſtinction between 
maſter and ſecretary were loſt in this embrace: ſq 
glad were they to ice each other. os” $i 
When we were a little difengaged, I interrogated 
Scipio about the condition in which he left my houſe. 
Jou have no houte,” replied he, © and, to fpare 
4 you the trouble of aſking unneceſſary queſtions, ! 
vill inform you, in a tew wards, what paſſed at home. 
« Your effects were pillaged, as well by the ſoldiers 
< as by your own ſervants, who, looking upon you 
« as a ruined man, paid themſelves their own wages 
« with what they could carry off. Luckily for you, 
„ had the addreſs to preſerve from their talons two 
large bags of double piſtoles, which I took out 
of your ſtrong box, and ſecured, by committing 
« them into the cuſtody of Salero, who will deliver 


them to you as ſoon as you ſhall be releaſed from 
| | | „this 
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« this tower, where I believe you will not he long 
&« ſupported at his majeſty's expence; becaufe you 
« was ebener without the knowledge of the 
« duke of Lerma,” + mats fot 
I aſked how he came to know that his excellen- 
cy had no concern in my misfortune. © Reſpect- 
« ing that, ſaid he, I took care to be well inform. 
« ed: a friend of mine, who enjoys the confidence 
of the duke d'Uzeda, acquainted me with the 
« particulars of your impriſonment.” '** Calderg- 
* na, ſaid he, having difcovered, by the offici- 
* ouſneſs of a valet, that Signiora Sirena, under 
« another name, received the prince of Spain in the 
te night-time ; and that this intrigue was conduct- 
& ed by the Count de Lemos, with the aſſiſtance of 
46 Signior de Santillane, reſolved to be revenged 
« upon them as well as upon his miſtreſs. For this 
* purpoſe, he went privately to the duke d'Uzeda, 
« and (diſcovered the whole affair. The duke, 
e overjoyed at having ſo fair an opportunity of ru- 
“ inirg his enemy, did not fail to embrace it: he 
« informed the king of what he had heard, and 
90 zealoyſly repreſented to him the D oe to which 
* the prince had been expoſed, This piece of. in- 
« formation rouſed the indignation of his majeſty, 
% who immediately ordered Sirena to be confined 
“jn the houſe of correctlon, baniſhed the Count 
* de Lemos, and condemned Gil Blas to petpetual 
* impriſonment,” „This, added Scipio, is what 
* my friend communicated to me; by which you 
s may perceive that your misfortune is the work of 
* the duke d'Vzeda, or rather of Calderona.” - 
From this information, I concluded that my 
affairs might be retrieved in time; that the duke 
of Lerma, enraged at his nephew's exile, would 
exert himſelf to have that nobleman recalled to 
court; and I flattered myſelf, that I ſhould not be 
WR -. S8--, bor 
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forgotten by his excellency. What an excellent 
thing is hope! It ſuddenly conſoled me for the 
loſs of my effects which had been ſtolen; and made 
me as merry as if I had reaſon to be ſo. So far 
from regarding my priſon as an unhappy abode 
where 1 ſhould perhaps end my days, it appeared 
rather as the means that fortune had uſed to raiſe 
me to ſome eminent poſt: thus I reaſoned with 
myſelf : the partizans for the prime miniſter are 
Don Fernando Borgia, Father Fro of Florence, 
and, in particular, brather Lewis d' Aliaga, who is 
indebted to his intereſt for the place he at preſent 
enjoys at court. With the aſſiſtance of theſe pow- 
3 friends, his excellency will triumph over all 
his enemies; or perhaps he ſtate will ſoon alter 
its. appearance: his majeſty is very infirm, and, as 
oon as he ſhall ceaſe to be, the 25 — his ſon will 
begin his reign by recalling the Count de Lemos, 
who will immediately releaſe me from this confine- 
ment, and preſent me to the new monarch, who 
will load me with fayours. Thus, already eleva - 
ted with future enjoyments, I hardly felt my pre- 
ſent misfortune : but 1 believe the two bags of 
_ doubloons, which my ſecretary informed me he had 
depoſited with the goldſmith, contributed, as much 
as this pleaſing hope, to the ſydden change of my 
eiiien Ter 
Il was too well convinced of the zeal and integrity 
pf Scipio, to be ſilent on that ſubje& : I offered 
him half the money which he had preſerved from 
the pillage ; but this he refuſed: I expect. ſaid he, 
* another mark of acknowledgment.” As much 
ſurprized at his language as at his refuſal, I aſked him 
what 1 could do for him? * Do not let us part, 


te replied he; permit me to attach my fortune to 
« yours : I have a friendſhip for you which I ne- 
«© ver experienced for any other maſter,” '* And 
*I can aſſure thee, hifd, ſaid I, there is no affecti- 
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te on loſt between us; the very firſt moment 
à thou cameſt to offer thy ſervice, I was pleaſed 
« with thy appearance: we muſt both. have beeri 
born under the Balance, or Gemini, which are 
& aid to be the two conſtellations that unite the 
de friendſhip of men. I willingly accept the ſociety 
« thou halt propoſed ,, and will begin it by intreat- 
© ing the keeper to ſhut thee up with me in this 
% tower.” * Nothing can be more agreeable to 
« me, replied he; you anticipate my deſicc. I was 
& juſt going to conjure you is aſk that favour of 
& him: your company is dearer to me than liberty 
&« itſelf: I will only ſometimes go. to Madrid to 
& reconnoitre, and ſee if fome change may 
not have happened at court which can he fa- 
% yourable to you; ſo that in me 7 poſleſy 
i at once a confident, a courier, and a ſpy, 
"Theſe advantages were too conſiderable to be re- 
Jefied,: I therefore, kept with me a perſon ſo ex- 
remely uſeful, with the permiſſion ot the obliging 
keeper, who could not refuſe me ſuch an agreeable 
conſolation. | 8 „ 


* 


© H A p. VIII. 


The motives and ſutcefe of Scipio's ff journey 16 Madrid. Gil 
| Blat is taken ill: the tonſequence of his diſorder, 


IF it is a common obſervation that we have no 
greater enemies than our domeſties; it muſt 
likewiſe be acknowledged, that when they happen 
to be faithful and affectionate, they are our moſt + 
valuable friends. After the zeal that Scipio 
had manifeſted, I could not look upon him but as 
another ſelf. There was, therefore, no more ſupe- 
_ or ſubordination between _—_ and his 
ecretary; no more ceremony: they lodged toge- 
662 "ar 


# 
* 


224 The ADVENTURES of _ 

ther in the ſame room, uſing the ſame table and the 
r | T 
There was a great gaiety in Scipio's converſa- 
tioh; he might have been juſtly ſur- named the 
Good-· humoured Lad ; beſides, he had an excellent 
head, and I profited by his advice. Friend, ſaid [ 
to him one day, methinks it would not be amiſs 
«fot me to write to the duke of Lerma : this 
© could produce no bad effect: What is thy opi- 
% nion of the matter?“ Ay; but, anfwered 
« he, the great are fo different from themſelves, at 
« different times, that I know not how your letter will 
« be received: nevertheleſs I am of opinion, that 
you ought to write to him. Though the mini- 
« ſter eſteems you, you muſt not rely upon his 
« friendſhip, that he will remember you : theſe kind 
«* of patrons eaſily forget thofe wo are out of 
eight or hearing.” "4158 = 
Though I acknowledged this was but too true, 
& yet, replied I, I judge more favourably of my 
*Hurron, to whole kindneſs for me I am no ſtran- 
e ver: I am perſuaded that he _ my affliction, 
% which inceflantly preſents itſelf to his mind: he 
& doubtleſs waits Fi the king's wrath ſhall ſubſide, 
before he takes me out ot priſon.” In good 
« time, reſumed he, I wiſh your opinion of his ex- 
cellency may be properly founded: implore his 
ic aſſiſtance then by a very affecting letter, which I 
« will. carry to him; and I promiſe to deliver it into 
« his. own hand.” J called immediately for paper 
and ink, and compoſed a morſel of eloquence, 
which Scipio thought very pathetic, and Torde- 
ſillas preferred even to the homilies of the archbi- 
ſhop of Grenada. RIG 
U flattered myſelf that the duke of Lerma would 
be touched with compallion, in reading the melan- 
choly account which I gave him of the miſerable 
m_ 4 1 . 1 * CO- 
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condition, which I was not in; and upon that pre- 
ſumption diſpatched my courier, who no ſooner ar- 
tived at Madrid, than he wenr to the miniſter's 
- houſe, and met a valet de chambre of my acquaint- 
ance, who procured for him an opportunity of 
© ſpeaking to the duke. © My. lord, ſaid Scipio, 
e preſenting to his excellency the pacquet with 
te which he was intruſted ; one of your moſt faith- 
« ful ſervants ſtretched upon ſtraw, in a moſt hor- 
*« rible dungeon of the tower of Segovia, moſt 
« humbly intreats your grace to peruſe this letter, 
% which a turnkey, out of compaſſion, gave him 
e ſibetty and means to write,” The miniſter open- 
ed the letter, and read it; but although he be- 
held in it a picture capable of melting the moſt 
obdurate ſoul, ſo far from ſeeming affected at my 
diſtreſs, he raiſed his voice, and, in the hearing of 
ſeveral perſons preſent, ſaid to the courier, with a 
furious air; My friend, tell Santillane, that he 
* has abundance of aſſurance to addreſs himſelf to 
© me after the unworthy action he has committed, 
« and for which he 1s ſo juſtly puniſhed. He is a 
« ireteh, who muſt not look towards me for pro- 
« tection ; for I abandon him to the reſentment of 
« the king.” 

Scipio, in ſpite of all his effrontery, was diſ- 
concerted at this language ; but, notwithſtanding 
his confuſion, he endeavoured to intercede for me. 
« My lord, reſumed he, the poor priſoner will die 
« of vexation, when he hears the anſwer of your 
« exceltency.” The duke made no reply to my 
mediator, but by a ſtern countenance, and imme- 
diately turned his back upon him. It was thus the 
miniſter behaved to me, the better to conceal the 
part he had in the amorous intrigue of the prince 
of Spain: and this ought to be a warning to all 
little agents, whom noblemen- employ: in their ſe- 
cret and dangerous negoclations, © A 
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= When my ſecretary returned to Segoyia, ard 
made tne acquainted with the ſucceſs of his cont. 
miſfion, I was once more plunged into the dire 
abyſs of delporidency, in which I found mylelt the 
firlt day of thy impriſonment. I even thought my- 
Elf ſtill more unhappy, fince I had now no 
teaſon to expect the protection of the duke of 
Lefma. My courage Fank, and notwithſtanding 
all that they could advance to raiſe it again, I be- 
came a pfey to the ir anguiſh, which threw 
nie, by degtees, into a moſt violent fever. 
| © "Mr. Keeper, who intereſted himſelf in my pre- 
ſervation, itnagining , Ke could not do better than 
call phyſicians to my aſſiſtance, Brought two to vi- 
fit me, who, by tlleir appearance, ſeemed zealous 
miniſters. of the goddeſs Libitina *.”  * Sighior 
& Gil Blas, faid he, (pfeſenting them to me) here 
t are two Hippocrates's come to ſee you, who will 
< reſtote you in a vety ſhort time.” I was ſo much 
rejudiced againſt all manner of phyſiclahs, that [ 
Pola have given them a very indifferent reception, 
had I been in the leaſt deſirous of "lying ; but at 
that time I felt myſelf fo-weary of lite, that I was 
glad Tordeſillas had put me into their hands. 
= « Sjoniot Cavalier, ſaid one of the doors to me, 
& jn the firſt place, you muſt repoſe an entire eon - 
« fidehce in our ſkill.” * I have a tnoſt perfect 
« dependance on it, anſwered I: 'with your aſſiſt- 
« ance, I am very ſure, that, in a few days, I ſhall 
4 becured of all my diſtenipers.” * Yes, replied 
* he, with God's permiſſion, you ſhall. At kat, 
« we will exert our endeavour for, that purpoſe.” 
Thefe good gentlemen beliaved marvellouſly well, 
and put me into fo good a way, that I was viſibly 
ing to the other world, Don Andrea, deſpair- 
ing of my recovery, had already ſent pt a Francif: 


She is the goddeſs who preſides over fanerals. | 
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e 
can friar, to prepare me for my end. "The goo 
father hwy fe Grin his duty, had Kao 
tired; and I, believing that my laſt hoyr approach- 
ed, beckoned Scipio to the bed - ide. My dear 
« friend; ſaid I ro him with a faint vaice, (ſo much 
* was I enfeebled by the megicines' I had taken, 
sand the bleedings I had undergone) I bequeath 
eto thee one of the bags which are at Gabriel's 
« houſe, and conjure thee to carry the other into 
* the Aſturias, to my father and mother, wha muſt 
e haye great occaſion for it, if they are ſtill alive. 
* But, alas! I fear they could not bear up againſt 
« my ingratitude; the report which doubtleſs Muſ- 
cada made to them of my brutality, has, per- 
< haps, occaſioned their death. If heaven hath pre- 
« ſerved them, in ſpite of the indifference with whi 
] requited their affection, give them the bag of 
« doybloons, and entreat them, from me, to pardon 
* my unnatural behaviour. If they are dead, 1 
* charge thee to employ the money, in cauſing 
& prayers to be put up for the repoſe of their ſouls 
* and mine.” I then ſtretched out my hand, which 
he bathed with his tears, without being able to 
anſwer a ſingle word; ſo much was the poor 
youth afflicted at the praſpect of loſing me. This 
demonſtrates that the tears of an heir are not always 
the tears of joy diſguiſed. 7 

I remained thus, in expectation of my exit: but 
I was baulked. My doctors having abandoned 
me, and left the field free to nature, I was ſaved by 
2 — The fever, rags according to 

eir prognoſtic, was to carry me off, immediatel 
left * 2s if it intended to give them the lie. 
recovered gradually, and by the greateſt good for- 
rune, a perfect tranquility of mind was the fruit of 
my diſeaſe. Wthen required no conſolation : I en- 
tertained for riches and honour all the contempt 


| Yhichche opinion of approaching death had made 
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me, conceive : and now, being reſtored, , as it were, 
to myſelf, bleſſed my misfortune. ' I thanked hea- 
ven for it as a particular favour which it had con- 
ferred, and firmly reſolved never to return to court, 
even if the duke of Lerma ſhauld recal me. I pro- 
poſed rather, if ever I ſhould he releaſed, to pur. 
ha a cottage and live the life of a philoſo. 


* Pp | . 
P My confident approved of my defign, and told 
me, that in order to haſten the execution of it, he 
intended to go and ſollicit my enlargement at 
Madrid.“ An idea, ſaid he, is come into my head; 
know a perſon who can ſerve you. She: is the 
« favourite waiting woman of the prince's nurſe, 
* and a girl of underſtanding. I will make her 
apply to her miſtreſs in your behalf; and will at- 
* tempt. eyery thing to get you diſcharged from this 
c tower, Which is ſtill a priſon, notwithſtanding 
the good treatment you receive in it.” Thou 
& art certainly right, anſwered I, go my friend and 
40 begin this negociation, without loſing a moment. 
7 | pul to heaven we were already in our re- 
| v6 treat $4 . A* 


CHAP. IX. 


Scipio returns to Madrid. How he procures the enlatgement of Gil 
| Blas, on certain conditions. Wheat courſe they take au ben they 
leave the tower of Segovia, and ihe conver ſation that paſſes be- 


CIPIO ſet out once more for Madrid; and I, 

in expectation of his return, applied myſelf to 
reading, being furniſhed with more . books than I 
wanted by Tordeſillas. He borrowed them of an 
old commander that could not read, though he 
had an elegant library to maintain the ee 
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of a literati. I was articularly fond of good works | 
of morality, becauls I frequently found in them 

aſſages that flattered my averſion for the court, and 
my inclination for ſolitude. | | 
Three weeks elapſed without my hearing a ſyllable 
of my agent, who at length returned, and faid to me 
with a pleaſant countenance, * This time, Signior 
« de Santillane, I bring Pr, good news; Madam 
« the nurſe intereſts herſelf in, poor behalf, Her 
« maid, at my intreaty, in conſideration of an hun- 
« dred piſtoles that 1 have conſigned to her, has been 
« ſo generous as to engage her to beg your releaſe of 
« the prince of Spain; ana that prince, who, as 1 
C have already obſerved, can refule her nothing, has 
« promiſed to aſk for your enlargement of the king 
66 his father. I hurried hither to apprize you of it, 
e and ſhall return immediately, to put the finiſhi 
& ſtroke to the buſineſs,” He then unmediately lett 
me, and went back to court. | 
His third journey was not of long duration, In 
eight days my man returned, and intormed me, that 
the prince had, not without difficulty, obtained my 
releaſe, This information was confirmed the ſame 
day by Mr. Keeper, who embraced me, ſaying, 
« My dear Gil Blas, thank heaven ! you are free! 
« the gates of this priſon are open to you; but upon 
ce two fconditions, which, perhaps, will give you 
« great uneaſineſs, and which I am obliged to in- 
« form you of, though not without regret. His 
« majeſty forbids you to appear at court, and orders 
« you to depart the kingdom of Caſtile in a month, 
I am very ſorry that you are prohibited from 
« ing to court.” © And I am rejoiced at it,“ replied 
I: heaven knows what my opinion of it is. | ex- 
« pected but one favour from the king, and he has 
« granted me two.“ 8 
Being aſſured that I was no longer a priſoner, I 
hired two mules, which my confident and I mount- 
Vor. II. H h ed 
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ed the next day, after haying bid adieu to Cogollas, 
and returned a thouſand thanks to Tordeſillas, for 
- the marks of friendſhip I had received at his 
ands. We ſet out merrily for Madrid, in order to 
receive, from the hands of Signior Gabriel, our two 
bags, in each of which were five hundred doubloons. 
My aſſdciate ſaid to me by the way, © If we are not 
« rich enough to buy a magnificent eſtate, we can, at 
<« leaft, purchaſe a tolerable one.” „ If we had 
only a hut,” anſwered I, I ſhould be ſatisfied with 
„my condition: for, though I. am hardly in the 
middle of my career, I feel myſelf quite detached 
&* from the world, and intend, for he lotube, to live 
* only for myſelf. Beſides, I muſt acquaint thee, 
« that I have formed an enchanting idea of a coun- 
. **try life, the pleaſures of which I enjoy by antici- 
< pation. Methinks I already behold the enamelled 
e meads, hear the ſinging of the nightingales, and 
« the murmuring of the brooks. Sometimes I di- 
« vert myſelf in hunting, and ſometimes in fiſhing. 
«« Imagine to thyſelf, my friend, all the variety of 
« pleaſures that await us in ſolitude, and thau wilt 
« be as much delighted with it as Iam. With re- 
cc gard to eating, the moſt ſimple nouriſhment is the 
ce elk. A maxſel of bread may ſatisfy us when we 
< are hungry, and the appetite with which we eat it, 
te will make us imagine it moſt excellent food. The 
« pleaſure does not conſiſt in the quality of exqui- 
ite diſhes, but depends entirely on ourſelves and 
« this is ſo true, that the moſt delicious of my re- 
te paſts are not thoſe in which the greateſt de- 
« licacy and abundance reign, Frugality is a 
+ ſource of delights, and wonderfully conducive ta 
TE TT. | WT; 
« By your leave, Signior Gil Blas,” replied my 
« ſecretary, © 1 am not entirely of your opinion, 
with regard to the pretended frugality you ſo 
4 much extol, Why ſhould we live like Dio- 
44 „ 2469-2 s + 8:3 3: | genes? 
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z genes? If. we indulge our appetites a little, we 
« ſhall not find ourſelves the worſe for it. Take m 
« advice, and ſince we have, (heaven be praiſed!) ſuf- 
6 ficient to render our retreat agrecable, let us not 
make it the habitation of poverty and hunger. 
« As ſoon as we ſhall have got poſſeſſion of our 
« eſtate, we muſt ſtock our houſe with excellent 
vines, and all other proviſions ſuitable to people 
« of taſte, who did not quit the commerce af go - 
« kind, with a view of renouncing the conveniencies 
of life; but rather to enjoy them in a more 
« exalted degree.” That Which a man has in his 
« houſe,” ſays Heſiod, © never hurts him: whereas 
& that which he has not may. It is better,” adds 
the ſame author, * for a man to have all neceſſary 
« things in his poſſeſſion, - than only to wiſh to have 
„ RI | We 

“How the devil, Mr. Scipio,” cried I, & come you 
% acquainted with the Greek poets ? Tell me, where 
did you pick-up an acquaintance with Heſiod 2” 
* Inthehouſeof a learned man,” replied he; «I ſerved 
& a pedant in Salamanca ſome time. He was a great 
* commentator, and would toſs you up a large volume 
ein a twinkling, compoſed of Hebrew, Greek, and 
_« Latin quotations, taken from books in his library, 
and tranſlated into the Caſtilian tongue. As I was 
<«< his amanuenſis, I retained in my memory a num- 
* ber of ſentences, as remarkable as that which I 
* have repeated.” If that be the caſe,” ſaid I, 
* your memory is well ſtored. But, to return to 
our ſcheme, in what kingdom of Spain do you 
think we ſhould eſtabliſh our philoſophical re- 
* Tidence ?” „ vote for Arragon,” replied my 
confident ; . we ſhall there find the moit charm- 
ing Ipots, where we may lead a delicious life,” 
& Well,” ſaid I, © be it ſo. Let us fix in Arrigon. 
L conſent to the propoſal, and I with we may find 
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| te an abode there that will afford all thoſe pleaſures 
with which I feaſt my imagination.” 


CHAP. X. 


las happened to them at Madrid. I Gil, Blas meets tles in 
: tte fireat, The conſequence of that meeting. 


7 HEN. we arrived at Madrid, we alighted 
; at a ſmall houſe, where Scipio had lodged 
in his expeditions ; and our firſt buſineſs was to re- 
1 to Salero, in order to retrieve our doubloons. 
Salero gave us a very civil reception, and expreſſed 
great joy in ſeeing me at liberty. I proteſt to you, 
* ſaid he, I was ſo much affeted with your misfor- 
tune, that I conceived a diſguſt at all alliances with 
„ courtiers, their fortunes are ſo uncertain ; and 
therefore I gave my daughter Gabriela in mar- 
. * riage to a wealthy merchant.” * You were 
certainly right, anſwered I; for, beſides, this 
** match is not only more ſolid, but a citizen, who 
* marries his daughter to a man of quality, has not 
e always reaſon to be ſatisfied with monſieur his ſon- 
% in-law.” | | 
Then changing the ſubject, and coming to the 
* purpoſe, * Signior Gabriel, ſaid I, be fo kind, if 
you pleaſe, as to deliver the two thouſand piltoles, 
„which“ “ Your money is ready for. you,” ſaid 
the goldſmith, (interrupting me,) and conducting 
us into his cloſet, ſhewed us the two bags, with la- 
bels upon them, containing theſe words: © Theſe 
bags of doubloons belong to Signior Gil Blas de 
„ Santillane.” There they are, ſaid he, in the 
.*« ſame condition that they were committed to my 
9 - os - 
I 1] thanked Salero for the favour he had done me: 


and, perfectly well conſoled for the loſs of his daugh- 
: | ter, 
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ter, carried the bags home, where we began to ex- 
amine our double piſtoles. The tale was right, af. 
ter having deducted about fifty which had been em- 
ployed to procure my enlargement. Our next ſtudy 
was how to put ourſelves in a conditiom to depart 
for Arragon. My lecretary undertook to buy 2 
chaiſe and two mules, and, I provided arts 
with cloaths and linen. While I was going from 
one place to another in the ſtreets, bargaining for 
what I wanted, I met Baron Steinbach, rhat officer 
of the German guards, in whoſe houte Don Al- 
phonſo had been brought up. 

I ſaluted him, who knowing me alſo, came and 
* embraced me with great affection. I am extreme- 
«* ly glad, ſaid I, to ſee your lordſhip in ſuch good 
'« health, arid ro Tmd, at the fame time, an oppor- 
tunity of hearing of Don Cæſar and Don Alphon- 
« fo de Leyva.“ 4 { can give you a ſatisfactory ac- 
count of them both, replied he, for they ate now 
actually at Madrid, and lodge in my houſe. A- 
bout three months ago they came to town to re- 
« turn thanks to his majeſty, for a place which Don 
« Alphonſo has received, in conſideration of the 
* ſervices which his anceſtors had done the ſtate. 
« He is made governor of the city of Valencia, 
* without having aſked the place, or even deſired 
* any perſon to folicit for him. Nothing can be 
. * more generous : and this ſhews that our monarch 
-« delights in giving valour its reward.“ wh 
Though I knew what was the real motive much 
better than the baron de Steinbach, I did not ſeem 
to know any thing of the matter; but expreſſed ſuch 
à vehement deſire to ſalute my old maſters, tliat, 
in order to ſatisfy me, he carried me home with him 
err I was curious to try Don Alphonſo, 
and judge, by the reception I ſhould meet with m 
him, . . he had any remains of affection for 
me. I found him in a hall, playing at cheſs with 
| the 


me, ſaid 5 what your buſineſs is at Madrid. 


SS SS * 


will relate to you.” I then recounted the whole 
ſtory, and ended my narration with the reſolution 
a had N to purchaſe, with the 8 
of my paſt proſperity, a cottage, in whic ropt 
ſed to lead Fed life. * WR dad 
The ſon of Don Czſar, having liſtened very at- 
tentively, replied, © My dear Gi Blas, you Know 
"ET always loved you. You ſhall no longer be the 
d ſport of Fortune, I will deliver you from her 
power, by making you maſter of an eſtate, — 
" « the 
7 


\ 
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& ſhe cannot deprive you of. As you intend tq 
« Jive in the country, [ beſtow upon you a ſmall 
farm, which I have near Lirias, about. four 
4e leagues from Valencia. You know the place, and 
« jt is a preſent which we have in our power to be- 
« ſtow, without incommoding ourſelves in the leaft, 
« ] can venture to anſwer for my father's conſent, 
and know that it will afford great pleaſure to Se- 
* raphina.” * * eee 
I threw myſelf at the feet of Don Alphonſo, who 
immediately raiſed me up, I kiſſed his hand, and, 
more delighted with the car of his heart, than 
with the value of his fayour, “ Signlor, ſaid 
« your behaviour enchants me. The preſent which 
« you make 1s the more agreeable, as it precedes 
« the knowledge of a piece of ſervice which 1 have 
* rendered you: and i would rather owe it to your 
te generoſity than to your acknowledgment.” My 
governor was a little ſurprized at my converſation, 
and did not fail to aſk the nature of this pretended 
ſervice. I told him; and the information redou- 
bled his ſurprize. He, and the Baron de Steinbach, 
were far from ſuppoſing that the government of the 
city of Valencia had been beſtowed upon him by 
my intereſt. But, as he could not doubt my vera- 
city; © Gil Blas, ſaid he, ſince I owe my employ- 
ment to you, I ſhall not confine my gratuity to 
« the little farm of Lirias, I will alſo give you ag 
« annuity of two thouſand ducats,”. = 5 
« Halt there, Signior Alphonſo, cried I; do 
« not awake my avarice. f have too well ex- 
+ perienced, that riches ſerve only to corrupt my 
| itn, 


© morals. I readily accept your farm of I iri 
« where I will live comfortably, with the mot 
e which I have already in my poſſeſſion. But that 
is fufficient ; and, ſo far from deſiring more, I 
* would rather conſent to loſe the ſuperfluity of 
1 what J already poſſeſs, Riches are a burchen to 

4 * a 28 <1 one 
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Ny, which 1 Need refuſed.” 11 chert, the father and 
fon conducted eme immediately t9 a notary's houſe, 
where they cauſed a fleed of gift to be made out, 
and foried ir with more P than they would 
have experienced j in Ggning an inſtrument, to their 
advantage. When it was executed, they pre- 
d it to me, laying, the farm of Lirias was no 
log er theirs, and that | might take poſſeſſion of it 
Whichever I pleaſed. They then returned to the houſe 
Baron de Steinbach, and 1 flew to our lodgings, 
where my ſecretary was raviſhed with admiration, 
when I informed him that we fad an eſtate in the 
kingdom of Valencia, and recounted in What man- 
ner 1 1 had made this acquiſition. « How. 4: ch, 
Aid he, may this little cftate be worth? ee "rh 
n hundred ducats per annum, ded and I can 
« aſſure thee, it is a delightful ſolitüde, which 1 
508 ke pertectly well, having been there ſeveral 
&, in the quality of ſteward tg the lords of 
It is a Imall houſe on the borders of the 
en in a hamlet of five or ſix houſes, 
| 7 the, midſt of an enchanting country.” 
2 bat pleaſes me ſtill more, cried Scipio, is 
that we Thrall have fine veniſon, with wine of Be. 
« nicarlo, and excellent muſcadine. Come, maſ- 
2 ter, let us make haſte x retire from the. world, and 
take poſſeyſnon gt our hermitage.” “ Jong as 
much as thou oct to be, here, replied I, bur] 
= oſt 1 9 0 make e the 4 ſturas. ; | far 
Is 


1e in no Very. reca Je 
Ka 2 85 Ons = 9 l to Lirlas, 
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« where they may paſs the remainder of their days 
* in comfort. Heaven, perhaps, has granted me 
« this aſylum, on purpole to receive them, and 
« would puniſh me, if 1 neglected my duty.“ Sci- 
pio highly approved of my _ and even excited 
me to put it in execution.“ Let us loſe no time, 
« ſaid he, I have already ſecured a chaiſe, let us 
« purchaſe mules immediately, and ſet out for 
Oviedo.“ © Yes, my friend, replied I, let us 
« depart as ſoon as poſſible. I think it my indupen- 
« ſible duty to ſhare the ſweets of my retirement 
« with the authors of my being. We ſhall: ſoon 
« return, and fee ourſelves ſettled in our hamler, 
« where, when I arrive, I will write in letters of 
gold, over the door of my houſe, thele two Latin 


* yetles: / 


Inveni Fats i. Spes & fortuna valete. 
Sat me luſiſtis, ludite nunc alios. 


| The Exp of the N:xT# Book. 
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Gil Blas ſets out for the Aſturias ; he paſſes through Valla- 
dolid, where he ſees his old maſter doctor Sangrado, and acci- 
dental y meets with Signior Mannel Ordonnez, director of the 


hoſpit al. } | 


HILE I was preparing for my departure 

from Madrid, with Scipio, on my journey 
to the Aſturias, Pope Paul the Fifth appointed 
the duke of Lerma to the cardinalſhip. - This'pope 
being deſirous of- eſtabliſhing the inquiſition in tha 
kingdom of Naples, inveſted that miniſter with the 
purple, that he might engage him to prevail on 
king Philip to conſent to ſuch a laudable deſign. 
All thoſe who were thoroughly acquainted with this 
new member of the ſacred college, imagined, like 
me, that the church had made a noble acquiſi- 
tion. 

Scipio, who would rather have ſeen me in a bril. 
liant ſituation at court, than buried in ſolitude, 
adviſed me to preſent myſelf before the cardinal: 
« Perhaps, ſaid he, his eminence, ſeeing you out of 
„ priſon by the king's order, will think it unneceſ- 
„ fary to appear any longer irritated againſt you, 
« and take you into his ſervice again.“ „Mr. 
« Scipio, replied I, you ſeem to have forgot that I 
obtained my liberty, on condition that I ſhould 
« quit 
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« quit the two Caſtiles immediately. Beſides, do 
« you ſuppoſe that I am already diſguſted with my 


« caſtle of Lirias ? I have told you once, and I 


« again repeat it, that if the duke of Lerma would 
« reſtore me to his good graces, and even offer me 
« the place of Don Rodrigo de Calderona, I would 
« certainly refuſe it. My reſolution is taken. I 


« will go in queſt of my parents at Oviedo, and re- 


« tire with them to Valencia. As for thee, my 
« friend, if thou repenteſt of having joined thy 
« fortune to mine, tell meſo; I am ready to pive 
« thee one half of my money, and thou mayeſt 
continue at Madrid, and puih thy fortune as far 
as it will go.” 
« How ! replied my ſecretary, (nettled at my 
« words) can you ſuſpect me of being unwilling to 
« follow you to your retreat? my zeal and attach- 
< ment are injured by your ſuſpicion. What ! Sci- 
« pio, that faithful ſervant, who, to ſhare your af- 
« fliction, would have willingly paſſed the remain- 
« der of his days with you in the tower of Sego- 
via? Shall he experience any regret in accompa- 
e nying you to an abode that promiſes him a thou- 
* ſand pleaſures ? No, no, I have no deſire of diſ- 
e ſuading you from your reſolution. I confeſs I was 
* a little ſatirical, when I adviſed you to ſhew your- 
<« ſelf to the duke of Lerma: I wanted to found 
« you, to diſcover whether ſome ſeeds of ambition 
« did not {till remain in your breaſt. Well then, 
e ſince you are ſo much detached from pomp and 
« ſplendour, let us abandon the court immediately, 
« to enjoy thoſe innocent and delicious pleaſures, of 
* which we have formed ſuch charming ideas.“ 
' We accordingly ſet out in a few days, mounted 
together in a chaiſe drawn by two good mules, and 
conducted bv a young man, with whom I thought 
proper to augment my 21 We lay the firſt night 
12 at 


— 


\ 
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at Alcalade Henares, and the ſecond at Segovia; from 
whence (withour ſtaying to viſit the generous keep- 
er Tordeſillas) we got to Penafiel on the Duero; 
and the next day to Valladolid“. At the ſight of 
this laſt place, I could not help heaving a profound 
ſigh; and my companion, who perceived it, de- 
manded the cauſe, © My friend, ſaid I, I practiſed 
phy ſic a long time in this city, and my conſci- 
s ence upbraids me with it at this moment! me- 
„thinks I behold all the ſick 3 whom I kil- 
„led, coming out of their rombs, and ſeem ready 
4 to tear me in peices.” * What a whim is this! 
< replied my ſecretary ; really Signior de Santil- 
<* lane, you are too delicate, Why ſhould you re- 
9 pou of having laboured in your vocation ? Ob- 
« ſerve the oldeſt phyſicians; do they feel any 
« ſuch remorſe ? Not in the leaſt :; they ſtill pro- 
& ceed in their old courſe, with the utmoſt tran- 
„ quility, throwing the blame of all fatal accidents 
gon Nature, and claiming hanour from every for- 
< tunate event,” | 

True, ſaid I, Doctor Sangrado, whoſe method 
< I faithfully followed, was a man of that character. 
« Though he ſaw twenty of his patients die daily, 
« he was ſo well convinced of the excellence of 
bleeding in the arm, and plentiful draughts of 
“ warm water, which he called his two ſpecifics in 
&« all manner of diſorders, that, inſtead of ſuſpect- 
«ing his remedies, he ſuppoſed his patients died be- 
“ cauſe they had not drank enough, or loſt a ſuffi- 
* cient quantity of blood.” © Egad, cried Scipio, 
.« burſting into à fit of laughter, this muſt be 


* Valladolid, one of the moſt beautiful cities of Old Caſtile, 
fituated on the ſmall river Eſcueva, which divides it in two, 
and over which is a handſome ttone bridge of ten or twelve 
arches. In this place is an univerſity, and ſeventy convents, 
ne of which is the king's palace, and was greatly embelliſhed 


y Philip the Fourth. 


* an 
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« an incomparable perſon!” If thou haſt any 
« curiolity to ſee and hear him, ſaid I, thou mayeſt 
« ſatisfy it to-morrow morning, provided Sangrado 
te be (till alive, and at Valladolid, which I can hard- 
« ly believe, for he was very old when I left him, 
e which happened a great many years ago,” | 
Our firſt care, when we arrived at our inn, was 
to enquire about that doctor, who we were inform- 
ed was not yet dead; but being too old to viſit pa- 
tients, or to move about much, he had reſigned to 
three or four doors, who had acquired reputation 
by a new method of practice, which met with no 
oreater ſucceſs than his own. . We reſolved to ſtay 
all the next day at Valladolid, as well to reit 
our mules, as to viſit Signior Sangrado, to whoſe 
houſe we repaired about ten o'clock in the mornin 
and found him ſitting in an eaſy chair, with a book 
in his hand. As ſoon as he perceived us, he roſe 
up, and, advancing towards me, with a firm ſtep for 
a man of his age, which was ſeventy, aſked our bu- 
ſineſs with him? © Mr, Doctor, ſaid I, do you not 
& recolle& me? I have the honour to be one of 
« your diſciples, Do you not remember one Gil Blas, 
* who formerly lived in your houſe, and was your 
&« ſubſtitute ?? © What! is it you, Santillane ? 
&« ſaid he, (embracing me:) I ſhould not have 
* known you again. I am extremely glad to ſee 
« you. How have you been employed ſince you 
+ left me? You have doubtleſs continued to prac- 
e tiſe phyſic.” © I was, indeed, replied I, ſuffi- 
e ciently inclined to that profeſſion, which however 
e ſome itrong reaſons have hindered me from exer- 
* ciſing.” | 
« So much the worſe, replied Sangrado. With 
te the principles which you received from me, you 
„would have become an expert phyſician, pro- 
* yided heaven had given you grace to preſerve 
& yourſelf from the dangerous love of 2 
4 Af! 
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« Ah! my ſon! continued he with a dejected air, 
* what a change has happened in phyſic within 
ce theſe few years. That art is robbed of all its ho- 
„ nour and dignity. That art, which in all times 
« hath regarded the life of man, is now a prey to 
c raſhnefs, preſumption and, and imperities; for 
es their actions ſpeak, and in a little time, the very 
* ſtones will cry aloud againſt the innovations of 
« theſe new practitioners. Lapraes clamabunt ! In 
+ this city there are phyſicians (or thoſe who call 
« themſelves ſo) who are yoked to the triumphal 
c car of antimony. Currus triumphaits antimonii. 
« Truants from the ſchool of Paracelſus, adorers 
of kermes, accidental curers, who make the 
« whole ſcience of medicine conſiſt in the prepara- 
“ tion of chemical drugs. How ſhall I tell it you! 
« every thing is turned topſy turvy in their me- 
« thod. Bleeding at the foot, for N hither- 
* to ſo ſeldom practiſed, is now almoſt the only 
a eyacuation in uſe. Thoſe purgatives, which were 
« formerly gentle and benign, are now rejected for 
cc emetics and kermes. The whole is a mere chaos, 
* where each acts as he thinks proper, tranſgreſſing 
4 thoſe bounds of order and ſagacity which our an- 
« cient maſter had ſo wiſely preſcribed.” 

Whatever inclination I had to laugh at fo comi- 
cal a declamation, | had power to reſiſt it. I did 
more. I exclaimed againſt kermes, without know- 
ing what it was, and, at a venture, wiſhed all who 
invented it at the devil, Scipio, obſerving that I 
enjoyed this ſcene, had a mind to act in it alſo. 
« Mr. Doctor, faid he to Sangrado, as I am grand 
te nephew to a phyſician of the old ſchool, permit 
« me to revolt with you againſt chemical medicines. 
% My late grand uncle, (reſt his ſoul) was ſuch a 
« warm partizan of Hippoctates, that he often bat- 
c tled with empirics, who ſpoke dite pectfully of 
« that prince of phyſic. True blood will always 

* e thew 
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e ſhew itſelf; I would willingly perform the office 
« of executioner to thole ignorant innovators, of 
hom you complain with ſuch eloquence and 
« juſtice, What confuſion and diſorder muſt theſe 
« wretches create in civil ſociety !” 

« That confuſion and diforder, replied the doc- 
tor, is more extenſive than you imagine, My 
having publiſhed a book againſt the robbers of 
* medicine, anſwered no end. On the contrary, 
« the miſchief daily encreaſes. The ſurgeons, mad 
„with the ambition of acting as phyſicians, think: 
« themſelves ſufficiently qualiñed, though they give 
nothing but kermes and emetics, to which they add 
* bleeding at the foot, according to their own 
* whims. They even proceed ſo far as to mix 
* kermes in apozems and cordial potions; and ſo 
* they are on a par with your celebrated preſcri- 
* bers. This contagion has ſpread alſo among the 
« cloiſters. There are ſome monks who act both as 
* apothecaries and ſurgeons. Thoſe apes of medi- 
cine apply themſelves to chemiſtry, and compoſe. 
* pernicious drugs, with which they abridge the 
„lives of their reverend fathers. In ſhort, there are 
more than ſixty monaſterics of men and women in 
„Valladolid; you may therefore judge what ra- 
« vage is made in them, by kermes, united with 
* emetics, and bleeding in the foot.” Signior, 
« Sangrado, ſaid I, you have reaſon to be incenſed 
e againlt theſe poiſoners of mankind. I Jament in 
concert with you, and ſhare your alarms for the 
lives of my fellow creatures, which are maniteſtly 
e threatened by a method fo different from yours. 
« I am very much afraid, that chemiſtry will, in 
time, occaſion the total deſtruction of phyſic; as 
« falſe money proves the deſtruction of kingdoms. 
* Heaven grant that the fatal day be not approach- 


ing!“ 
f At 
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At this part of our converſation, an old maid- 
ſervant brought in for the doctor, a little light bread 
on a ſalver, and a glaſs with two bottles, one filled 
with water, and the other with wine. After he had 
eaten a morſel of the bread, he took a draught of 
liquor, in which indeed there were two thirds of 
water, but that did not preſerve him from the re- 
Proach which he gave me an opportunity to vent 
againſt him. Ah, ah ! ſaid I, Mr. Doctor, have 
GY ro, g you in the fact ? You drink wine I per- 
* ceive] You who have always declared againſt 
* that pernicious liquor : you, who during three 
* fourths of your lite, have drank nothing but wa- 
ter. How long have you acted ſo inconſiſtently with 
< yourſelf? You cannot excuſe yourſelf on ac- 
count of your age; ſince, in one part of your 
* writings, you define old age a natural decay, that 
* withers and conſumes us; and, in conſequence of 
that definition, deplore the ignorance of thoſe 
« who ſtile wine the milk of old men. What, 
* therefore, have you to ſay in your own juſtifica- 
tion?“ | 
Lou declare war againſt me very unjuſtly, re- 
< plied Doctor Sangrado. Had I drank pure wine, 
you would have had ſome reaſon to deem me an 
* unfaithful obferver of my own method; but you 
„ perceive that my wine is very much diluted,” 
Another inconſiſtency, my dear maſter, ſaid I: 
* Do you not remember that you blamed the canon 
* Seuiilo for drinking wine, though it was mixed 
* with a great quantity of water? Acknowledge 
* freely, that you are ſenſible of your error, and that 
* wine is not a pernicious liquor, as you advanced 
* 1n your works, proyided it be drank with mode- 
cc ration.” Fr 4 | 
Theſe words greatly perplexed the old doctor, who 
could not deny that he had forbid the uſe of wine 


in his books; but ſhame and vanity hindered him 
| from 
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from acknowledging that my reproach was jul, 
and he knew not what anſwer to make. To extri- 
cate him from this dilemma, I ſhifted the diſcourſe ; 
and in a moment after, took leave of him, exhort- 
ing him ſtill to keep his ground againſt the new 
practitioners. *© Courage, Signior Sangrado, ſaid 
I, be indefatigable in decrying kermes, and com- 
« bat againſt bleeding in the foot, without ceaſing. 
« Tf, in ſpite of your zeal and phyſical orthodoxy, 
« that empirical race ſhould ſucceed in ruining true 
« diſcipline, you will at leaft enjoy the conſolation, 
« of having exerted your endeavours to maintain 
« it. 

As my ſecretary and I returned to the inn, talk- 
ing about the diverting and original character of 
the doctor, a man of about fifty-five, or ſixty years 
of age, paſſed us in the ſtreet, walking, with his 
eyes fixed on the ground, and a large roſary in his 
hand. I obſerved him attentively, and preſently re- 
collected him to be Signior Manuel Ordonnez, 
that pious director of the hoſpitaFof whom ſuch 
honourable mention is made in the firſt volume of 
my hiſtory. I accoſted him with great demonſtra- 
tions of reſpect, ſaying, © Health to the venerable 
* and diſcreet S1gnior Manuel Ordonnez, the mot 
proper man in the world to preſerve*the poor's 
* money.” At theſe words he fixed his eyes up- 
on me, and anſwered, that he remembered my fea- 
tures, but could not recollect the place where he 
had ſeen me. I was frequently at your houſe, 
e ſaid I, while you had in your ſervice, a friend of 
% mine called Fabricio Nunnez.” Ah! I re- 
member you now, anſwered the director with a 
« ſatirical ſmile, by this token, that you were both 
« arch lads, and played together many tricks of 
* youth, Well, what is become of poor Fabricio? 
1 1 time I think of him, I am uneaſy about 
« him,” a 
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« My motive, ſaid I, for taking the liberty of 
e ſtopping you in the ſtreet, was to give you an ac- 
count of him. Fabricio is at Madrid, employed 
in compoſing milcellanies ?” © What do you 
call miſcellanies ?” ſaid he. © That is, ſaid I, he 
e writes in proſe and verſe. He compoſes come- 
dies and romances ; in a word he is a young fel- 
low of genius, and is very well received in the beſt 
& families.” * But, ſaid the director, how ſtands 
he with his baker?“ “Not quite ſo well, anſwer- 
ed I, as with people of faſhion : between you 
and me, I believe he is almoſt as poor as Job.” 
« Oh! I don't in the leaſt doubt it, cried Ordon- 
« nez. Let him make his court to noblemen as 
« much as he pleales, his complaiſance, flattery, 
and cringing, will bring {till leſs into his pockets 
than his works: Remember I prophecy, that 
« you will one day ſee him in the hoſpital.” 
„That may very probably happen, replied I; 
poetry has brought many a one to that cataſtro- 
% phe. My friend Fabricio would have done much 
e better, had he continued with your worſhip. 
„He would by this time have rolled in money.“ 
„At leaſt he would have been in very ealy cir- 
* cumitances, replied Manuel. I had a regard for 
« him, an@by raiſing him trom poſt to poſt, would 
e have procured a permanent ſetticment for him in 
„the hoſpital, had he not been whimſical enough 
*toſet up for a wit. He compoled a comedy, 
„ which was acted by the, players of this city: the 
piece ſucceeded ; and from chat moment his brain 
turned. He believed himſelf another Lope de 
Vega; and, preferring the ſmoke of public ap- 
+ plaule to the real advantages which my triendſhip 
+ prepared for him, demanded his diſmiſſion. I 
* remonſtrated in vain, that he was going to quit 
the ſubſtance, and run after tht ſhadow. I 
2 | could 
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« could not detain this lunatic, he was actuated 
« with the fury of writing. He did not know 
« when he was happily ſituated, The young man 
« who ſucceeded him in my ſervice is a living proof 
« of this. Having more judgement and leſs under- 
« ſtanding than Fabricio, he applied himſelf wholly 
« to the execution of his commiſſions, and ſtudied to 
give me ſatisfaction. I have therefore promoted 
« him as he deſerved, and he now actually enjoys two 
« employments at the hoſpital, the leaft of which 
ce js more than ſufficient to maintain an honeſt man, 
though encumbered with a large family.“ 


SCH 


Gil Blas continues Bis journey, and arrives ſafely at Oviedo. The 
condition in which he faund his relations. I he death of his father 
and its conſequences, 


ROM Valladolid, we got in four days to 

Oviedo, without mreting with any accident 
on the road, notwithſtanding the proverb, which 
lays, that robbers ſmell the money of travellers afar 
off. We ſhould have been, however, a pretty 
good booty; and two inhabitants of the cavern 
would have been ſufficient to carry off our doub. 
loons with eaſe; for I had not learned to become 
valiant at court; and Bertrand, my Mogo de Mu- 
la, did not ſeem in a diſpoſition to die in defence 
of his maſter's purſe : Scipio was the only hero 


among us. 

It being night when we arrived in town, we 
went to lodge at an inn, near the houle of my un- 
cle the Canon Gil Perez. I was willing to know 
the ſituation of my parents, before I ſhould appear 
as their ſon; and for this piece of information, 1 
could not apply to. a more proper perlon than my 
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landlord or his wife, who I knew to be very well 
acquainted with the affairs of their neighbours 
Indeed, the landlord, having eyed me with atten- 
tion, recollecting my face, cried, “ By St. Anto- 
„ nio de Padua ! this is the ſon of honeſt Uſher Blas 
of Santillane.” „Truly, ſaid his wife, it is he 
„ indeed ! he 1s very little altered: it is the ſame 
„little ſprightly Gil Blas, who had always more 
ſpirit in his heart, than meat ypon his bones. I 
* think I ſee him now coming to this houſe, with his 
bottle, for wine for his uncle's ſupper.“ 

* Madan, faid I, you have a retentive memory: 
e but prithee tell me news of my family ; my fa- 
ther and mother are, doubtleſs, in no very agree- 
* able ſituation.” That is but too true, replied 
* the landlady: how bad ſo ever you may ſuppoſe 
* their condition is, you cannot conceive them 
more diſtreſſed than they really are. Gil Perez, 
*£ honeft man, has entirely loſt the ule of one ſide by 
the pally; and, in all appearance, cannot laſt 
* Jong : your father, who has lived of late with 
te the canon, has a defluxion in his breaſt, or rather, 
* is at this moment in the agonies of death; and 
ee your mother, who is far from being well, is 
& obliged to ſerve as a nurſe to both.” 

On this report, which made me feel that I was a 
ſon, I left Bertrand with my equipage at the inn; 
and, attended by my ſecretary, who would not part 
from me, repaired to my uncle's houle. As ſoon 
as 1 appeared before my mother, an emotion which 
[ cauſed in her, announced my preſence, before her 
eyes had diſtinguiſhed my features. * Son, ſaid 
« ſhe, with a melancholy air, (after ſhe had em- 
e braced me) come and lee your father breathe his laſt : 
you are come time enough to be ſtruck with that 
te alarming ſpeEtacle.” She then conducted me in- 
to a chamber where the unfortunate Blas of Santil- 
lane, lying on a bed that too well denoted the po- 
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verty of an uſher, approached his exit. Though 
he was ſurrounded by the ſhades of death, his ſen- 
ſes had not quite forlaken him, “ My dear friend, 
« ſaid my mother to him, here is your fon Gil E las, 
« who begs forgiveneſs for the forrows he has occa- 
« ſioned, and allo aſks your blefling.” At theſe 
words, my father, opening his eyes, which death 
had begun to cloſe, fixed them upon me; and ob- 
ſerving in ſpite of his own lamentable condition, 
that J was greatly affected with the loſs of him, 
ſeemed touched at my ſorrow, and attetnpted to 
ſpeak : but had not ſtrength enough to utter a ſin- 
zle word. I took hold of one of his hands; and, 
while I bathed it with my tears, unable to pro- 
nounce % ſyllable, he expired; as if he had waited 
for my arrival before he would breathe his laſt. 

My mother was too well prepared for his death, 
to be immoderately afflicted at it; and I was, per- 
haps, more affected than ſhe, though my father had 
never ſhewn me the leaſt mark of affection in his 
life. My being his ſon was a ſufficient reaſon for 
my lamenting him; beſides, I upbraided myſelf 
for not having aſſiſted him in his diſtreſs: and 
when J reflected on my cruelty, I looked upon 
myſelf as a monſter of ingratitude, or rather as a 
downright parricide. My uncle, whom I after- 
wards beheld ſtretched on a truckle-bed, and in a 
miſerable condition, cieated in me freſh remorſe. 
„ Unnatural fon ! laid 1 to myſelf; contemplate, 
„for thy puniſhment, the miſery of thy parents. 
f thou hadſt given them a ſmall portion of the 
«* ſuperfluity which was in thy poſſeſſion, before 
thou watt impriſoned, they would have enjoyed 
* conveniences, which the revenue of the prebend 
* could not afford; and, perizzps, thou wouldſt 
4 have extended the lije of thy father.“ 

The unfortunate GH Perez was become a child 
again, having loſt both his memory and reaſon, In 
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vain did I preſs him in my arms, with marks of 
real affection ; he ſeemed totally inſenſible of what 
I did. When my mother told him, that I was his 
nephew, Gil Blas, he looked at me with an unmean. 
ing eye, without anſwering a word. Though blood 
and gratitude had not obliged me to lament an un- 
cle to whom I was fo much indebted, 1 could not 
have beheld him in a condition ſo worthy of pity, 
without feeling the emotions of compaſſion. 

All this time Scipio remained in a melancholy 
filence; he partook of my affliction, and, through 
friendſhip, mingled his ſighs with mine. Imagin. 
ing that my mother, after ſuch a long abſence, 
wanted to converſe with me; and that ſhe might 
be unealy at the preſence of a man to whom ſhe 
was a ſtranger, I took him aſide, and ſaid, Go, 
« Scipio, go and repoſe thyſelf at the inn; and leave 
e me here with my mother, who perhaps will think 
« thee one too many in a converſation that will 
« wholly turn on family affairs.” Scipio, rather 
than put us under any conſtraint, immediately re- 
tired ; and I converſed with my mother the greateſt 
part of the night. We gave each other a faithful 
account of what had happened to us ſince my de- 

arture from Oviedo; ſhe was minute in the detail 
of thoſe mortifications ſhe had ſuffered in the fami- 
lies where ſhe had been duenna, and told me an in- 
finite number of particulars on that ſubject, which I 
was glad my ſecretary did not hear, though he was 
entruſted with all my ſecrets. With all the reſpect 
due to the memory of a mother, I muſt confels 
that the good lady was a little prolix in her narra- 
tions; and ſhe would have ſpared me three fourths 
of her hiſtory, had ſhe ſuppreſſed all the trivial 
circumſtances of it: at length ſhe concluded, and 
I began mine. I paſſed lightly over all my adven- 
tures ; but when Icame to the viſit which I received 


at Madrid from the ſon of Bertrand Muſcada, the 
gro- 
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grocer of Oviedo, I enlarged upon that article: «I 
« own, ſaid I to my mother, I gave that youth a. 
« yery indifferent reception; who, to be revenged, 
« has, doubtleſs, drawn a very diſagreeable picture 
« of me.” In that he did not fail, replied ſhe, 
« he told us that he found you ſo pulfed up with 
« the favour of the prime-miniſter, that you ſcarce 
« deigned to recollect him: and, when he deſcribed 
« our diſtreſs, heard him with the utmoſt indiffer- 
« ence. As parents, added ſhe, always endeavour 
« to find excules for the behaviour of their chil- 
<« dren, we could not imagine that you harboured 
« ſuch a bad heart: your arrival at Oviedo juſti- 
fies our good opinion of you, and your preſent 
« ſorrovw / confirms your apology.” 

« You judge too favourably of me, replied I; 
ce there ig abundance of truth in young Muſcado's: 
report: when he viſited me, I was wholly en- 
« groſſed by the care of making my fortune; and 
e the ambition that poſſeſſed me would not permit 
« me to think of my relations. It muſt not there- 
“fore be wondered at, if, in this diſpoſition, I 
« gave an unwelcome reception to a man, who, 
s accofting me rudely, told me in a coarſe manner, 
te that hearing I was richer than a Jew, he came to 
e adviſe me to fend you ſome money, of which you 
had great occaiſon ; he even reproached my in- 
„difference for my family in very indecent terms. 
i I was diſguſted at his freedom; and loſing all 
* manner of patience, puſhed him by the ſnhoulders 
« out of my cloſet. I conſeſs, that I was to blame 
ein this rencounter : I ouglit to have conſidered, 
that it was not your fault if the grocer wanted 
“ manners; and that his advice was not the worſe 
« for its being brutally delivered.“ 

„This was what I repreſented to myſelf imme- 
e diately after I had ſent Muſcada about his buſi- 
* nels. The voice of blood ſocke in your behalf; 
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6 ] recalled all my duty to my parents; and bluſh. 
© ing for ſhame for having been ſo deficient in it, 
<« felt great remorſe, which, nevertheleſs, can do 
© me no honour with you, becauſe it was imme- 
« diately ſtifled by avarice and ambition; bur, hav- 
< ing been afterwards impriſoned by the king's or- 
« der, in the tower of Segovia, I fell dangerouſly 
ill, and that diſtemper Rath happily reſtored to 
« you your fon : yes, it was my diſeaſe and im- 
„ prifonment that made Nature reſume her 
e rights, and entirely detached me from the court. 
«© | now thirſt after ſolitude; and my ſole motive 
« for coming to the Aſturias, was to intreat you 
ce to ſhare with me the ſweets of a retired life. If 
ce you will comply with my requeſt, I will conduct 
« you to an eſtate which I have in the kingdom of 
cc Valencia, where we ſhall live very commodiouſly, 
« You may ſuppoſe I intended to carry my father 
cc thither alſo ; but ſince heaven hath ordained it 
« otherwiſe, let me, at leaſt, have the ſatisfaction of 
t enjoying my mother's company, and of making 
e an atonement to her for my paſt neglect, by all 
& imaginable attention.” * I am much obliged to 
« you for your laudable reſolution, ſaid my mother, 
e and would go without heſitation, if I ſaw no dif- 

« ficulties in the way; but I will not leave my bro- 
« ther, your uncle, in this deplorable condition; 
te and J am fo much accuſtomed to this country, 
« that I cannot now quit it. However, as the 
« thing deſerves mature conſideration, I will think 
&« of it at leiſure ; let us at preſent take care of your 
c father's funeral.“ Thar, ſaid I, ſhall be con- 
te ducted by the young man whom you ſaw along 
& with me; he is my ſecretary, and has ſuch zeal 
« and underſtanding, that we may rely upon his 
e care and conduct.“ 

I had hardly pronounced theſe words, when Sci- 


pio returned, it being already day; and, aſking, if 
we 
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we had any occaſion for his ſervice in our perplex- 
ity, I told him that he arrived very ſeaſonably to 
receive an importantorder, which | had to give him, 
When he knew what the buſineſs was, * Enough, 
« ſaid he, I have already contrived the whole cere- 
% mony, and you may truſt ro my diſcretion.” 
« Beware, ſaid my mother, of making a pompous 
« burial : it cannot be too modeſt for my huſband, 
« whom all the town knew to be a very indigent 
&« uſher.” © Madam, replied Scipio, hadl he been 
« ſtill more needy than he was, I would not abate 
« a penny of the expence : for in this I regard my 
« maſter only; he has been the duke of Lerma's 
&« favourite; and his father, therefore, ought to be 
% nobly interred,” 

I approved of my ſecretary's intention, and even 
deſired him to ſpare nothing : the remains of vani- 
ty, which I {till preſerved, broke out upon this oc- 
caſion, I flattered myſelf, that in being at a conſi- 
derable expence upon a father, who left me no in- 
heritance, I ſhould make the world admire my ge- 
neroſity. My mother, for her part, whatever mo- 
deſty ſhe affected, was not in the leaſt ditpleaſed to 
ſee her huſband buried in ſplendor. We therefore 
pave a carte blanche to Scipio, who, without delay, 
took all neceſſary meaſures for a ſuperb funeral. 

He ſucceeded but too well; and performed 
ſuch magnificent obſequies, that he brought the 
whole city and ſuburbs on my back; all the inha- 
bitants of Oviedo, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
were ſhocked at my oftentation. * his miniſter, 
& ſaid one, is in a violent hurry to lay out money on 
de his father's interment; but he was in none to 
te {ſupport him.” He would have done better, ſaid 
+ another. had he adminiſtered comfort to his fa- 
te ther while he was alive, than to honour him fo 
5 much after his 2 In ſhort, the tongues of 
the people were very buſy ; every one had a flin 
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at me but they did not ſtop here; they inſulted 
Scipio, Bertrand, and me, as we came out of the 
church, loaded us with revilings, and hooted us as 
we walked along, and purſued Bertrand to the inn 
with a ſhower of ſtones. To diſperſe the mob that 
was gathered together before my uncle's houſe, 
there, was a neceſſity for my mother's ſhewing 
herſelf, and declaring publickly, that ſhe. was per- 
tectly well ſatisfied with my conduct. Some ran to 
the public houle, in order to demoliſh my chaiſe; 
which they certainly would have done, if the land- 
lord and his wife had not found means to appeaſe 
their fury, and diſſuade them from their de- 
ſign. 
> All theſe affronts, which were the effects of the 
young grocer's diſadvantageous report of me through 
the city, inſpired me with ſo much averſion for 
my townſmen, that I determined ſpeedily to leave 
Oviedo, where, otherwiſe, I ſhould perhaps have 
remained a conſiderable time. This I. plainly told 
my mother, who being greatly mortificd at the re- 
ception with which the people regaled me, did not 
oppoſe my departure, What remained now, was to 
know how I ſhould diſpoſe of her. © Mother, ſaid 
+ I, fince my uncle requires your aſſiſtance, I will 
not preſs you to accompany me at preſent : but 
eas, in all appearance, he is haſtening to his end, 
e you mult promiſe to come to my eſtate immedi- 
e arely after his deccaſe.“ 

I cannot make you any ſuch promiſe, replied 
e my mother, being reſolved to pais the remainder 
ot my days in the Aiturias, in perfect indepen- 
e dence.” \ + Will not you always, ſaid I, be miſ- 
e treſs in my houſe 2? © I know not that, reſumed 
„ ſhe, you may fall in love with ſome young crea- 
ture and marry her; then I ſhall be her mother- 
* in-law ; conſequently we cannot hve together.“ 
* You foreſee mistortune, ſaid I, at too great a du- 
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e tance : I have no intention to marry ; but if the 
fancy ſhould ſtrike me, be aſſured, that I will 
e oblige my wife to be implicitly ſubmiſſive to your 
& will.” That is promiſing raſhly, reſumed my 
« mother ; I ſhould want ſecurity for my bondſman, 
* and would not even ſwear, that, in our diſputes, 
you would not take the part of your wife, in pre- 
« ference to mine, how far ſoever ſhe might be in 
« the wrong.“ 

« You talk excellently, madam, cried my ſfecre- 
* tary- (joining in the converſation) I am of your 
&* opinion, that ſubmiſſive daughters-in-law are 
t ſeldom found. In the mean time, to accom- 
* modate matters between you and my maſter, 
e ſince you are abſolutely determined to live in the 
« Aſturias, and he in the kingdom of Valencia, 
« he muſt grant you an allowance of an hundred 
* piſtoles, which I ſhall bring hither every year. 
* By theſe means, the mother and the ſon will live 
„very happpy at the diſtance of two hundred 
* leagues from each other. The two por con- 
cerned approved of the propoſal: I paid the 
firſt year's annuity per advance, and quitted 
Oviedo the next 'morning before break of day, 
that I might not be treated by the populace like 
another St. Stephen. Such was the reception that 
I met with in my own country. An excellent leſſon 
for thoſe people in the common rank of life, who, 
after having got a fortune abroad, return to the 
place of their nativity, and affect to be gentlemen of 
importance. 
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Gil Blas ſts out fer the kingdom of Falencia, and at length ar- 
ri ves at Lirias. A di/cripiion of his ſeat ; his reception 3 with 
an account of the prople he ſound there, 


L took the road to | eon, afterwards to Pa- 
ww lencia z and continuing our journey, by 
ſmall ſtages, we arrived in ten days, at the city 
ot Segorba : from whence, the next morning, we re- 

aired to my eſtate, which is but about three 

wok diſtant from it As we drew near it, m 
ſecretary ablerved with great attention, all the 
country ſcats that preſented themſelves to his view, 
'on the right and left; and when he perceived one 
of a grand appearance, he always pointed to it with 
his finger, and ſaid, „I wiſh that was our retreat.“ 
„ know not my friend, ſaid I, what idea you 
ce have formed of our habitation ; but if you ima- 
« pine that it is a magnificent houſe, like that on 
« {ome great nobleman's eſtate, I tell you before 
e hand that you are greatly miſtaken, If thou haſt 
* not a mind to be the dupe of thy own imagina- 
&* tion, repreſent to thyſelt the ſmall houſe which 
Horace enjoyed in the country of the Sabines, 
near the Tyber, and which he received as a pre- 
« ſent from Mæcenas.“ Then I muſt expect to 
« fee a cottage !” cried Scipio: © Remember, re- 
« plied I, that I have always given you a very mo- 
« deft deſcription of it; and now thou mayſt judge 
e thyſelf, whether I am not a very faithful painter. 
Caſt thy eyes towards the Guadalaviar, and ob- 
« ſerve on its banks, near that little hamlet, the 
e houſe conſiſting of four ſmall pavilions ; that is 
my caſtle,” The devil it is! ſaid my ſecre- 
& tary, with ſurprize ; why that houſe is a perfect 
1 EA | « jewel! 


„jewel! Beſides the noble air that theſe pavilions 
„give it, it is elegantly built, and ſurround- 
«ed by a more delightful country than even 
« the neighbourhood of Seville, which is called 
« by way of excellence the Terreſtrial Paras, 
« diſe. Had we choſen our abode, it could not 
« have been better adapted to my taſte; a river 
« waters it with its ſtream, and a thick wood be- 
« ſtows its hade, when we are inclined to walk in 
e the middle of the day. What an amiable ſoli- 
« tude is this! Ah, my dear maſter, I think we 
e ſhall not quit this place in a hurry.” I am re- 
« joiced, ſaid I, that thou art ſo well ſatisfied with 
our alylum, which is more agreeable ſtil] than you 
imagine.“ Converſing in this manner, we ap- 
proached the houſe ; the gate of which was thrown 
open, as ſoon as Scipio ſignified that it was Signior 
Gil Blas de Santillane, who came to take poſſeſſion 
of his caſtle. At that name ſo reſpectable to thoſe 
who heard it pronounced, my chaiſe was admitted 
into a large court, where I alighted : then, leaning 
on Scipio, and taking ſtate upon myſelf, I advan- 
ced into a hall, where I was hardly arrived, when 
ſeven or eight ſervants appeared, | hey told me, 
they came to preſent their homage to their new ma- 
{ter ; that Don Cæſar, and Don Alphonſo de Ley- 
va had choſen them for my ſervice ; one in the ca- 
pacity of cook, another as cook's aſſiſtant, a third 
as ſcullion, a fourth as porter, and the reſt as lac- 
queys, with orders not to receive any money from 
me; theſe two nobleinen intending to defray all the 

expences of my 3 maſter Joachim, 
the cook, who was the principal, and ſpokeiman of 
theſe domeſtics, informed me, that he had laid in 
a large ſtock of the very beſt wines in Spain; and 
that, as to eating, he hoped a young fel- 
low, like him, who had been ſix years cook to the 
archbiſhop of Valencia, muſt know how to com- 


pole 
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e a ragout that would tickle my palate, « | 
« will, added he, go immediately to work, and 
* produce a ſample of my {kill. Be pleaſed to 
% take a walk, Signior, while dinner is preparing; 
« viſit your caſtle, and fee if it be in an habitable 
condition.“ X 
I leave the reader to judge, whether I neglected 
this viſit ; and Scipio, ſtill more curious than 1, 
dragged me from apartment to apartment. We 
ſurveyed the whole houſe from top to bottom ; the 
leaſt corner, as we imagined, did not eſcape our 
intereſted curioſity : and I had every where occal}- 
on to admire the bounty of Don Ceſar and his 
ſon. Among other things, I was ſtruck with the 
appearance of two rooms, which were as well fur- 
niſhed as they could poſſibly be, without magnifi- 
cence; one of them was hung with Arras tape- 
{try, and had in it a bed and chairs of velvet, 
ſtill very handſome, though they were made while 
the Moors poſſeſſed the kingdom of Valencia. The 
furniture of the other was in the ſame taſte, and had 
hangings of old yellow Genoa damaſk, with a bed 
and elbow chairs of the ſame ſtuff, adorned with 
fringes of blue filk. All thele effects, which would 
have been little valued by an appraiſer, appeared 
there very conſiderable. | / 
After having thoroughly examined every parti- 
cular, my ſecrexary and I, returned to the hall, 
where the cloth was laid with two covers. We ſat 
down at table, and immediately was brought in an 
alla p drida, ſo delicious, that we pitied the arch- 
biſhop of Valencia for having Joſt the cook that 
compoſed it. Belides, we had moſt excellent appe- 
tites. At every morſe] we eat the new lacqueys 
reſented to us large bumpers of wine of a molt ex- 
- Quifite reliſh, Scipio, not daring to ſhew before 
them the interior ſatis faction he enjoyed, expreſſed 


himſelf to me by eloquent looks; and I gave him 
| to 
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to underſtand, by the ſame language, that I was 
as well ſatisfied as he could be. A diſh of roaſt 
meat, compoſed of two fat quails, which flanked a 
leveret of an admirable fumet, made us quit the 
olio, and finiſh our repaſt. When we had eaten 
like two gormandizers, and drank in proportion, we 
roſe from table, and walked into the garden, to 
enjoy a voluptuous ſeſta*, in ſome cool agreeable 
retreat.” | 

If my ſecretary had been ſatisfied with what he 
had ſeen, he was conſiderably more ſo when he be- 
held the garden, which he thought almoſt equal to 
that of the Eſcurial. Indeed, Don Cæſar, who 
came frequently to Lirias, delighted in having it 
cultivated and embelliſhed : the walks were well 
gravelled and bordered with orange: trees; a great 
balon of white -marble, in the middle of which a 
brazen lion vomited out great guſhes of water, the 
beauty of the flowers, the variety of fruits, all theſe - 
objects raviſhed Scipio; but he was particularly 
charmed with a long walk that led by a gentle de- 
ſcent all the way to a farmer's houſe, and was ſha- 
ded by the interwoven boughs of the trees planted 
on each fide. Here we ſtopt to make the elogium 
of a place ſo you tor an alylum againſt rhe heat of 
the day; and fitting down at the root of a young 
elm, flrep eaſily ſurpriſed two happy fellows, who 
had juſt had ſuch an excellent repalt. | 

About two hours after we ſtarted up, awakened 
by the noiſe of ſeveral ſhot, which ſeemed to be 
ſo near us, that we were frightened. We got up in a 
great hurry, and repaired to the farmer's houſe, 
where we tound eight or ten peaſants, all inhabi- 
tants of the hamlet, who had ſcoured and fired their 
guns, to celebrate my arrival, of which they had 


* Sieſta, in general ſignifies the heat of the day, from noon 
forwards; but here it means the aſternvor.'s nap, enjoyed 
every day by the inhabitants of hot climates, 


e- 


| 
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received information. Moſt of them knew me, 
having ſeen me more than once, at the caſtle, in 
the exerciſe of my ſtewardſhip. They no ſooner 
perceived me, than they cried all together. Long 
* life to our new maſter, who is welcome to LI. 
& rias.” Then they loaded their pieces, and com- 
plimented me with a general diſcharge. I received 
them as courteoully as I could, not forgetting, hows 
ever, to preſerve my gravity ; thinking it improper 
to be too familiar with them. I aſſured them of my 
protection, and left twenty piſtoles among them; 
which I believe, they did not look upon as the moſt 
diſagreeable part of my behaviour. I atterwards left 
them at liberty to conſume more powder, and re- 
tired with my ſecretary into the wood, where we 
ſtrolled about till night, without being weary of be- 
holding the groves ; ſo charming is che firſt view 
of a new poſſeſſion. 

The cook, his aſſiſtant, and the ſcullion, were 
not all this time idle, they were buſy in preparing 
a repaſt even ſuperior to that which we had enjoy- 
ed; and we were actually aſtoniſhed, when, return- 
ing into the ſame hall where we had dined, we faw 


them place upon the table, a diſh of roaſted par- 
_ ridges, with a cive * of rabbit, on one ſide; and 


on the other a capon in ragout. I he next courle of 
dainties conliſted of pig's cars, marinated chickens; 
and- cream chocolate. We drank plentifully of 
Lucena, and ſeveral forts of excellent wine, and 
when we found we conld drink no more, without 
endangering our healths, we thought of retiring to 
bed. Then my lacqueys taking candles, conduct- 
ed.me to the beſt apartment, where they were very 
officious in undreſſing me: but when they gave me 
my gown and night-cap, I diſmiſſed them; ſaying, 


A ſauce made of the entrails of hares, or rabbits; | 
| with 
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with a magiſterial air, Leave me, gentlemen ; 
% have no farther occaſion for your aſſiſtance to- 
« night.” | 

I ſent them all away; and, detaining Scipio for 
a little converſation, aſked his opinion of the treat- 
ment I received by order of the noblemen of Leyva. 
Upon my honour, fatd he, I think you cannot 
be treated better; I only wiſh it may continue.“ 
entertain no ſuch wiſh, replied I : it ill becomes 
© me, to permit my benefactors to be at ſuch an 
«* expence on my account: it would be abuſing 
« their generoſity : belides, I cannot be ſatisfied with 
« ſervants who are paid by another; I ſhould not 
te believe myſelf in my own houſe. Neither am I 
© come hither to live in a buſtle and confuſion ; 
te we have no occaſion for ſuch a number of domeſ- 
e ties; we require no more than Bertrand, a cook, 
ea ſcullion, and a lacquey.” Though my ſecretary 
would not have been lorry to have lived always at 
the expence of the governor of Valencia, he did not 
oppoſe my delicacy in this affair; but conforming 
to my ſentiments, approved of the regulation I in- 

tended to make. This matter being determined, he 
retired into his own apartment. 


CHAP. tv, 
Hh departs for Valencia, to vifit the noblemen of Leyva, Hir con- 


werſation with them, and the favourable reception he met with 
from Strapbina. 


inclination to ſleep, I abandoned myſelf to re- 
Ction. I repreſented to myſelf the friendſhip with 


which the, noblemen of Leyva repaid my attach- 
ment to them; and, penetrated with thoſe freſh 


marks of their affection, I reſolved to go, the very 
Vor. II. M m next 


I Undreſſed, and went to bed; where having no 
e 
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next day, and ſatisfy the longing impatience I had 
of ſeeing them, and . my gratitude for their 
favours. I likewiſe enjoyed, by anticipation, the 
pleaſure of beholding Seraphina again; but that 
pleaſure was not without allay : J could not, with- 
aut uneaſineſs, conſider, that I muſt, at the ſame 
time, ſupport the looks of Dame Lorenga Sephora, 
who, perhaps, remembering the adventure of the 
box on the ear, would not be overjoyed at the ſight 
of me. Fatigued with theſe different ideas, 1 at 
length fell aſleep, and did not wake till after ſun- 
riſe. 

I hurried out of bed; and wholly engroſſed by 
my intended journey, expeditiouſly dreſſed myſelf. 
Having juſt finiſhed adjuſting myſelf, my ſecretary 
coming into my chamber, Scipio, ſaid I, you 
« ſee me ready to fet out for Valencia; I cannor 
make too much haſte in going to ſalute the noble- 
« men to whom I owe my little fortune; every 
« moment that I delay to acquit myſelf of this du- 
« ty ſeems to accuſe me of ingratitude. As to thee, 
« my friend, I diſpenſe with thy attendance; ſtay 
here in my abſence, and I wilt return to thee in 
„eight days.” Go, Sir, replied he, pay your 
« reſpects to Don Alphonlo and his father, who 
« ſeem ſo ſenſible of your zeal, and grateful for 
« the ſervices you have rendered them: perſons of 
« quality of that character, are fo ſeldom found that 
<« they cannot be too much eſteemed.” I. ordered, 
Bertrand to get ready for our departure; and, while 
he yoked the mules, I drank my chocolate: then 
mounted into my chaile, after having commanded 
my people to regard my ſecretary as my other ſelf, 
and to obey his orders as if they were my own. 

arrived at Valencia in leſs than four hours; and 
going immediately to the governor's ſtables, alight- 
ed there, left my equipage, and. was conducted to 
the apartment of that nobleman, who was then 1 21 

. a 13 
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his father Don Cæſar. I opened the door, and en- 
tering without ceremony, accoſted them in the fol- 
lowing words: © It does not become valets to be 
« announced to their maſters ; here is one of your 
old ſervants come to pay his reſpects,” I would 
then have kneeled before them ; but they prevented 
it, and embraced me, one after another, with all 
the expreſſions of genuine affection. Well my 
dear Santillane, ſaid Don Alphonſo, have you 
« been at Lirias to take poſſeſſion of your eſtate ?” 
« Yes, Signior, rephed I, and I hope you will per- 
mit me to reſtore it.” © For what reaſon ? {aid 
« he, is there any thing diſagreeable about it, that 
« oives you diſguſt ?” © Not in itſelf, reſumed I: 
« on the contrary, I am enchanted with the place. 
„All that diſpleaſes me in it is, to ſee cooks of 
« an archbiſhop, with three times as many ſervants 
« asT want; which only ſerve to put you to an ex- 
« nence as conſiderable as it is uſeleſs,” | 

« [f, ſaid Don Cæſar, you had accepted the annu- 
« ity of two thovſand ducats which we offered you 
« at Madrid, we thould have been contented with 
„giving you the houſe furniſhed as it is; bur, 
« you 3 you refuſed the penſion; and we 
e thought it our duty to make you ſome other re- 
* compenſe.” * This is too much, replied I, your 
« oencroſity ought to have been confined to the pre- 
bs Ent of the eſtate, which is enough to crown all 
« my wiſhes. But, excluſive of your expence in 
maintaining ſo many people, I declare, that they 
« only perplex and incommode me. In a word, 
* my lords, either take back your eſtate, or ſuffer 
eme to enjoy it agreeable to my own taſte.” J 

ronounced theſe laſt words with ſuch a determined 
air, that, at length, the father and ſon, who did not 
mean to lay me under ow conſtraint, promiſed 


that I might live as I pleaſed in my own houſe, 
M m 2 I thanked 
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l I thanked them for granting me that liberty, with. 

out which I could not be happy; when Don Al- 
pbonſo interrupted me, faying, “ My dear Gil Blas, 
« 1 will introquce you to a lady, who will be re- 
« joiced to ſee-you.” He then took me by the 
hand, and conducted me into the apartment of Se- 
raphina, who was overjoyed to fee me. „ Ma. 
« dam, ſaid the governor, I believe the arrrival of 
« our friend Santillane at Valencia, 1s not leſs 
<« agreeable to you than to me.” That he ought 
to be convinced of, replied ſhe ; time has not 
made me loſe the remembrance of his ſervices 
„ and to the gratitude I myſelf owe him, I add 
that which I ought to have on your account.” I 
told the lady governels, that I was but too well re- 
warded for the danger I had ſhared with her deli- 
verers, in expoling my lite for her ſake. After ma- 
ny mutual eomplinens, Don Alphonſo Lrought 
me back from Seraphina's apartmeat ; and we re- 
joined Don Cæſar, whom we found in a hall, with 
ſeveral perſons of quality, who came to dine 


re. 
All theſe gentlemen ſaluted me with great po- 
liteneſs; and were the more obliging to me, becauſe 
Don Cæſar had informed them — was once one 
of the duke of Lerma's principal ſecretaries. Per- 
haps, likewiſe, many of them knew, it was by my 
intereſt that Don Alphonſo had obtained the go- 
vernment of Valencia; for every thing is known, 
Be that as it will, when we were at table, the new 
cardinal was the whole ſubject of converſation. 
Some gave or affected to give him great commenda- 
tions; while others mingled their praiſe with ſome 
ſevere ſarcaſms. J 
From hence I concluded, that they wanted me to 
enlarge upon his eminence, and make them merry 
at his expence. I had ſome inclination to declare 
my ſentiments of him; but I reſtrained my tongue + 
7 an 
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and this ſilence, in the opinion of the company, 
made me paſs for a man of great diſcretion. 

After dinner, the gueſts retired to take their ſieſtas 
at their reſpective homes: Don Cæſar and his ſon, 
having the fame intentions, ſhut themſelves up in 
their apartments: and I, impatient to ſee a city, the 
beauty of which I had heard ſo much extolled, went 
out of the governor's palace, with an intent to ſtroll 
through the ſtreets. At the gate I met a man, who 
accoſted me thus: * Signior de Santillane, give me 
leave to ſalute you.” When I aſked who he was, 
« am now, ſaid he, Don Cæſar's valet de chambre; 
* but was one of his lacqueys when you was his 
« ſteward : I made my court to you every morn- 
te ing becauſe you was very obliging to me; and I 
e informed you of every thing that happened in the 
* houſe. Do you not remember that I one day in- 
* formed you, that the ſurgeon of the village of 
« Leyva was privately admitted into the chamber 
* of Dame Lorenga Sephora ?” „I have not for- 
e got that circumſtance, replied I : but apropos, 
* what is become of that duenna ?? „ Alas! faid 
he, after your departure, the poor creature pined 
„away, and died, more regretted by Seraphina 
5 than by Don Alphonſo, who appeared very little 
* afflicted at her death.” 

Don Cæſar's valet de chambre, having thus in- 
formed me of Sephora's melancholy end, apologized 
for having ſtopt me; and I continued my walk, 
ſighing at the remembrance of that unfortunate du- 
enna, and lamenting her fate, which I imputed to 
myſelf ; not conſidering that it was more owing ta 
her own cancer than to my cruelty. | 

I obſerved with ſatisfaCtion, all that was worthy 
of notice in this city; the marble palace of the 
archbiſhop agreeably entertained my view, as well 
as the fine porticos of the exchange; but a large 
houſe, which I perceived at a diſtance, and _— I 

aw 
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ſaw a great number of people enter, attracted all 
my attention. I approached it, in order to learn 
the reaſon of ſuch a great concourſe of men and 
. women; and was preſently ſatisfied when I read 
theſe words, written in large golden letters on a piece 
of black marble placed over the gate, * La poſada 
de los repreſantes. And the players advertized in 
their bill, that they would on that day for the firſt 
time, perform a new tragedy, written by Don Ga- 


briel Triaquero, 


. 


Gil Blat goes to the play, and ſees a new tragedy performed, The 
fucceſs of that tragedy, with the public taſte of Valencia, 


Stopt ſome minutes at the door, to obſerve the 
ple who went in; and ] perceived that they 
conſiſted of all ranks. I ſaw cavaliers of a gentee] 
appearance, and richly cloathed, and many figures 
as ordinary as the cloaths they wore. I percei- 
ved ladies of quality alight from their coaches, 
and go to the boxes which they had ordered to be 
beſpoke ; and female adventurers croud in with a 
view of alluring cullies. This confuſed - concourſe 
of ſpectators made me deſirous of increaſing the 
number. As I was going to take a ticket, the 
ernor and his lady arriving, diſtinguiſhed me 

in the croud ; and ordering me to be called, took 
me into their box, where I placed myſelf behind 
them, fo as to be able to ſpeak to them convenient- 
ly, I found the houſe full of people from the top 
to the bottom ; the pit was particularly thronged, 
and the ſtage loaded with knights of the three mi- 
litary orders. Here is, ſaid I to Don Alphonſo, 


* The playhouſe, or dramatic theatre, 


a very 
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« a very numerous aſſembly.” © You muſt not be 
« ſurprized at that, replied he, the tragedy to be re- 
60 preſented is the compoſition of Don Gabriel Tri- 
« aquero, ſurnamed the faſhionable poet. As ſoon 
« as the play-bills advertiſed a new thing, written 
« by that author, the whole city of Valencia was 
in a commotion : the men as well as the women 
« ſpeak of nothing but this production; all the 
« boxes are beſpoke : and this being the firſt day 
« of its repreſentation, people are ſqueezed to 
« death, endeavouring to enter; though every 
« place is double filled, except the pit, which they 
dare not diſoblige.“ Such anxiety, ſaid I to 
« the governor, that eager curioſity of the public, 
e that furious impatience to ſce every new produc- 
«tion of Gabriel, gives me an high idea of the 
« poet's genius.” i 

In this part of our converſation, the players ap- 
peared, and we immediately left off ſpeaking, in 
arder to hearken with attention. The applauſes 
began with the prologue; every verſe was attended 
with * broubaba ! and at the end of every act, there 
was ſuch a clapping of hands that one would have 
imagined the houſe was falling. After the per- 
formance, they ſhewed me the author, who went 
from box to box, modeſtly. preſenting his head for 
the laurels with which the gentlemen and ladies 
were prepared to crown him. 

We returned to the governor's palace, where 
three or four knights arrived foon after : thither al- 
fo came two old authors, eſteemed in their walk, with 
a gentleman from Madrid, of underſtanding and 
taſte. As they had all been at the play, the whole 
converſation at ſupper turned upon the new piece: 
„Gentlemen, ſaid a knight of St. Jago, what is 
your opinion of this tragedy ? Is it not what you 


* Brouhaha ! a note of applauſe, A plaudit. 
, | * | call 
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call a finiſhed performance? Sublime thoughts, 
< tender ſentiments, manly verſification, deficient 
dein nothing; in a word, it is a poem perfectly 
adapted to people of taſte. © I believe no per- 
* ſon can be of a contrary opinion, ſaid the 
* knight of Alcantara: the piece is full of ex- 
< cellent ſtrokes, which Apollo ſeems to have dic- 
« tated, and of ſituations conceived with infinite 
art. I appeal to this gentleman, added he, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to the Caſtilian ; he ſeems to be a 
& connoiſſeur ; and I'll wager any ſum he is of my 
* opinion.” Don't wager, chevalier, anſwered 
© the gentleman, (with a ſarcaſtic ſmile) we do not 
« decide fo haſtily at Madrid: fo far from judgin 
«* of a piece at its firſt repreſentation, we diſtrut 
«its beauties while they are in the mouths of the ac- 
tors: and how well ſoever we may be affected 
to the author, ſuſpend our judgement, till we 
have read it: and really it does not always af- 
ford us the fame pleaſure upon paper, that we 
received from it on the ſtage. We ſcrupulouſly 
examine a poem, added he, before we eſteem it, 
* without being dazzled by the authors reputation, 
how great ſoever it may be. When Lope de 
Vega himſelf, and Calderona “, produced new 
pieces, they found among their admirers ſevere 
& judges, who would not raiſe them to the higheſt 
< point of glory, till they deemed them worthy of 
that elevation. T \ | 
Upon my honour ! crjed the knight of St. Jago, 
ve are not ſo timid as you are: we never wait 
till a piece is printed, but in the firſt repreſentation 
t eſtimate its value: there is not even a neceſſity for 
our liſtening to it with great attention; if we 
* know it to be a production of Don Gabriel, that 


* Don Pedro Calderona de la Barea, knight of the order of 
St. Jago, and candn of Toledo; he is famous for the excellent 


cpmedies which he has produced, | 
< 8 
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«jg ſuſfcient to convince us, that it is without ble- 
« miſh. The works of that poct ought to ſerve as 
an epocha for the birth of taſte : vour Lopes and 
« Calderonas were but journeymen in compariſon 
« of this great maſter of the itage.” The gentle- 
man, who looked upon Lope and Calderona as 
the Spaniſh Sophocles and Euripides, was ſhocked 
at this raſh aſſertion. © What dramatic ſacrilege ! 
* cried he. Since you oblige me, gentlemen, to 
judge, like yourſelves, from a firſt repreſentation, 
« | mult tell you, that I am not plealed with this 
new tragedy of your Don Gabriel: it abounds 
« with ſtrokes that are more ſhining than ſolid ; 
« three-fourths of the poetry is bad, or miſrhimed; 
the characters are ill· conceived, and ill-· ſupported; 
« the ſentiments are frequently obſcure.” 

The two authors who were at table, and who, 
through a reſerve as commendable as it was uncom- 
mon, had ſaid nothing, for fear of being ſuſpected 
of jealouſy, could not help applauding the gentle- 
man's ſentiments with their eyes; which made me 
imagine, that their ſilence was not ſo much owing 
to the perfection of the work, as to other prudenti- 
al reaſons. With regard to the knights, they be- 
gan again to praiſe Don Gabriel, whom they even 
placed among the gods. This extravagant apothe- 
oſis, and blind idolatry, made the Caſtilian loſe all 
manner of patience : he lifred up his hands to hea- 
ven, and ſuddenly exclaimed, 1n a fit of enthuſiaſm, 
« O divine Lope de Vega! rare and ſublime geni- 
“us, who haſt.left an immenſe ſpace between thee 
« and all the Gabriels who attempt to reach thy ex? 
e cellence; and you pithy Calderona ! whote ele- 
e pant ſoftneſs, free from epic ſtiffneſs, is inimita- 
« ble; fear not that your altars will be demoliſhed 
e by this new pupil of the Mules, who will be very 
„lucky, it poſterity, which you will delight, as you 

r delight 
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delight the preſent age, ſhall hear his name men- 


« $1006” :- 

This pleaſant though unexpected apoſtrophe, 
raiſed the laugh of the whole company, which roſe 
from table, and parted. I was conducted by Don 
Alphonſo's order into an apartment prepared for 
me: there I found an excellent bed, in which my 
worſhip went to eep, deploring (like the Caſtilian 
gentleman) the injuſtice committed by ignorant peo- 

Ple againſt Lope and Calderona. 


CHAP. VI. 


Oil Blas walking through the fireets of Valencia mett1 a , iar 
whom he ſuppoſes he knows, Who this friar was. 


N O T having ſeen the whole city in my firſt 
excurſion, I went out the next day, with an 
intention to take another walk ; I perceived in the 
ſtreet a Carthuſian friar, who, doubtleſs, was going 
to perform the duties of his community. He 
walked with downcaſt eyes, and ſo devout an air, 
that he attrafted the notice of every one who ſaw 
him. As he paſſed very near me, I looked at him 
with attention, and thought I ſaw in him the very 

rſon of Don Raphael, that adventurer who main- 
rains ſuch an honourable place in the firſt volume of 
my hiſtory, Ly | 

I was ſo much aſtoniſhed, ſo ſtruck with this ex- 
traordinary meeting, that, inſtead of accoſting the 
monk, I ſtood immoveable for ſome moments: 
during which he was gone a conſiderable way from 
me. © Juſt heaven! ſaid I, were ever two faces 
« more alike ! What muſt I chink of this affair ? 
« Can it be Raphael indeed, or rather can I doubt 
« that it is he??? I was too curious to diſcover the 


truth, to remain long where I was. I aſked the 
3 f way 
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way to the monaſtery of the Carthuſians, whither 
I inſtantly repaired, in hopes of ſeeing my man 
again, when he ſhould return; and firmly reſolved 
to ſtop, and ſpeak with him. I had no occaſion to 
wait for this: when I came to the gate of the con- 
vent, another face of my acquaintance confirmed 
my doubts : I recollected in the brother porter, my 
old valet Ambroſe de Lamella, 

We were equally ſurpriſed to find each other in 
that place. Is not this an illuſion, ſaid I, ſa» 
« Juting him: is it really one of my friends whom 
« ] behold ?* He could not recal me at firſt, or 
pretended himſelf ignorant of my features; but 
conſidering that this evaſion was uſeleſs, he affected 
the air of a perſon who ſuddenly remembers a 
thing: Ah! Signior Gil Blas! cried he, pardon 
« my want of memory. Since I have lived in this 
c holy place, and applied myſelf to fulfil the duties 
« preſcribed by our rules, I loſe inſenſibly the re- 
* membrance of what 1 have ſeen in the world.“ 
I am ſincerely rejoiced, ſaid I, to ſee you, af- 
« ter an abſence of ten years, in ſuch a reverend ha- 
« bir. And I, replied he, am aſhamed to ap- 
« pear in it, betore a perſon who has been a wit- 
« neſs of the wicked life I led. This dreſs inceſ- 
« ſantly upbraids me. Alas! added he, (heaving a 
profound ſigh) to be worthy of wearing it, I 
« ought always to have lived in innocence.” * By 
« this language, with which Iam charmed, reſumed 
« I, my dear brother, it is evident that you have 
« been touched by the finger of the Lord, I re- 
« peat the aſſurance of my joy at the occaſion ; and 
« earneſtly deſire to hear in whatmiraculous manner 
« you and Don Raphael have entered into the right 
« way ; for I am convinced that it was he whom I 
e juſt now met in the Carthuſian habit. I am ſorry 
that I did not ſtop him in the ſtreet, and ſpeak to 

| | N n 2 | him 
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ce him, and I wait here for his return, in order to 
« atone for my neglect.” 

« You are not miſtaken, ſaid Lane 3 1 it was 
« Don Raphael himſelf whom you ſaw : and as to 
the detail which you demand, here it is. After 
ve parted from you, near Segorbia, the ſon of 
« Lucinda and I took the road to Valencia, in- 
« tending to play ſome new trick of our profeſſion 
„in that city. One day, by accident, we went 
„into the church of the Carthuſians, while the 
* monks were ſinging pſalms in the choir, We 
« liſtened to ,them attentively, and experienced, 
* that even the wicked cannot avoid honouring vir- 
* tue. We admired the fervour with which they 

* prayed, their mortified air, their minds detached 
from the pleaſures of the age, as well as the ſere- 
nity that appeared in their cauntenances, and fo 
* well expreſſed the repoſe of their conſciences. 

In making theſe oblervations, we fell into a re- 

verie, that became very ſalutary to us. We 
* compared our morals with thoſe of the holy 
% monks, and the difference which we found, filled 
us with forrow and concern, « Lamela, ſaid 
* Don Kaphael to me, (when we came out of the 
* church) how art thou affected with what we have 
e ſeen and heard? for my part, I cannot conceal 
* from thee the anxiety of my mind. I am 
* agitated by emotions hitherto unknown to me, 
and, for the firſt time in my lite, my conſcience 
* upbraids me with my iniquicv. am in the 
« ſame diſpoſition, replicd I, the evil actions which 
* I have committed, at this moment riſe up againſt 
me, and my heart, which was before hardened 
« againſt repentance, is now torn with remorſe.” 
« Ah | my dear Ambrole, relumed my comrade, 
« we are two ſtrayed ſheep, whom the heavenly 
« father, through compaſſion, intends to bring back 
into the fold. It is he, my child, it is he, Who 

| " calls 
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« calls us. Let us hearken to his voice. Let us 
« renounce thieving, quit the libertiniſm in which 
« we live, and, from this day, begin to labour 
« ſeriouſly in the great work of our ſalvation. 
« We muſt paſs the remainder of our days in 
« this convent, and conſecrate them to piety and 
« penitence,” 
J applauded Raphael's refolution, continued 
« brother- Ambroſe, and we formed the holy reſolu- 
« tipn of becoming Carthuſians. To put this in 
« execution, we addreſſed ourſelves to the father 
« prior, who no ſooner underſtood our intention, 
« than, in order to prove our vocation, he accom- 
% modated us with cells, and we were treated like 
« monks for the ſpace of -a whole year. We ob- 
« ſerved the rules with ſuch punctuality and con- 
« ſtancy, that we were received among the novices, 
% We were ſo well ſatisfied with our ſituation, and 
e ſo full of ardour, that we courageouſly underwent 
« the fatigues of the noviciate ; we then profeſſed : 
« after which, Don Raphael, appearing endued 
« with a genius for buſinels, was choſen affiſtant to 
« an old father, who was at that time ſolicitor, 
„The fon of Lucinda would rather have ſpent his 
whole time in prayer, but he was obliged to ſa- 
e crifice his inclination to the benefit of the convent. 
He acquired ſuch a perfect knowledge of the inte- 
« reſts of the houſe, that he was deemed capable of 
occupying the place of the old ſolicitor, who 
« died three years after. Don Raphael, at this time, 
actually exerciſes that employment, and acquits 
„ himſelt in it, to the entire ſatisfaction of all our 
* fathers, who commend his conduct very much, 
ein the adminiſtration - of our temporalities. 
What is moſt aftoniſhing, is, that in ſpite of the 
scare of collecting our revenues, with which he is 
<« inveſted, he ſeems wholly engroſſed upon eternity. 
„And, when his buſinets will allow him a moment 
cc to 
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eto himſelf, he employs it in the moſt profound 
« meditation. In a word, he is one of the holieſt 
* members in our monaſtery.” 

Here I interupted Lamela with a tranſport of joy, 
that I expreſſed at the ſight of Raphael, who then 
arrived. There, cried I, there is the holy ſoli- 
* citor for whom ] waited ſo impatiently.” At the 
ſame time | ran to him and embraced him. He 

raciouſly received my ſalutation; and, without 
diſcovering the leaſt ſurprize at our meeting, ſaid to 
me, with a voice full of ſweetneſs, © God be praiſed, 
« Signior de Santillane, God be praiſed for the 
e pleaſure | have in ſeeing you.“ Indeed, my 
« dear Raphael, replied I, I ſhare as much as poſ- 
« ſible in your happineſs. Brother Ambroſe has re- 
« lated to me the biſtory of your converſion, and | 
« was delighted with the narration. What ſatisfac- 
« tion have you, my friends, in being able to flat- 
« ter yourſelves, that you are of the ſmall number 
e of the ele, who will one day enjoy eternal fe- 


« jicity !” | 

Two ſuch wretches as we are, reſumed the ſon 
« of Lucinda, with an air of great humility, ought 
« not to entertain ſuch hopes; but the repentance of 
« ſinners makes them find favour with the father of 
« mercy. And you, Signior Gil Blas, added he, do 
e not you alſo think of obtaining pardon for the 
cc crimes which you have committed? What buſi- 
« neſs brings you to Valencia? Do you not unhap- 
« pily fill ſome dangerous employment in this 
« place?” No, thank heaven, replied I, ſince I 
e quitted the court, I have led the life of an honeſt 
« man. Sometimes at an eſtate which I have, ſome 
<« leagues from hence, I enjoy the pleaſures of the 
c country; and ſometimes I come to vilit the gover- 
« nor of Valencia, who is my friend, and one whom 


« you both know perfectly well,” 
. I then 
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l then recounted the hiſtory of Don Alphonſo de 
a, to which they liſtened with attention; and 
when I aſſured them, that I had carried from that 
nobleman to Samuel Simon the three thouſand ducats 
which we had ſtolen from him, Lamela interrupted 
me, and addreſſing himſelf to Raphael, Father 
“Hilary, ſaid he, the merchant therefore has no 
« cauſe to complain of a robbery, for which he has 
« received reſtitution with uſury, and we ought to 
« have quiet conſciences on that article.” * Really, 
« ſaid the ſolicitor, brother Ambroſe and I, before 
« we entered this convent, ſent fifteen hundred du- 
« cats privately to Samuel Simon by a worthy cler- 
« oyman, who took the trouble of going to Xelva, 
« 1n order to make that reſtitution: ſo much the 
« worle for Samuel, if he was capable of touching 
« that ſum, after having been reimburſed of the 
„hole by Signior de Santillane.“ “But, faid J, 
& are you ſure that your fifteen hundred ducats were 
« faithfully remitted to him?“ * Doubtleſs, cried 
« Don Raphael, I will anſwer for the clergyman's 
« integrity, as much as for my own.” © And I 
6 w1ll join in the ſecurity, ſaid Lamela ; he is a 
« holy prieſt accuſtomed to theſe commiſſions, and 
„ has had, for things depoſited in his hands, two 
* or three law- ſuits, which he gained with coſts.” 
Our converſation laſted much longer ; at length 
we parted, they exhorting me to have always 
the fear of the Lord before my eyes, and I recom- 
mending myſelf to their fervent prayers. Going 
immediately to Don Alphonſo, © You cannot ima- 
« vine, ſaid I to him, with whom I have had a 
long converſation, I have juſt parted with two 
e venerable Carthuſians of your acquaintance, one 
* called father Hilary, and the other brother Am- 
& broſe.” © You are certainly miſtaken, replied 
* Don Alphonſo, I am not acquainted with any 
Carthuſian. © Pardon me, replied I, you ſaw 
» act 
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at Nelva brother Ambroſe commiſſary, and father 
Hilary ſecretary to the inquiſition“ *© Good hea- 
« ven | cried the governor with aſtoniſnment, is it 
« poſſible that Raphael and Lamela are become 
« Carthuſtans ?” * Indeed they are, ſaid I; they 
ce have been profeſſed monks ſome years. The firſt 
<& is ſolicitor, and the other porter of the convent.” 
Don Cæſar's ſon muſed for ſome minutes, then 
ſhaking his head, „Mr. Commiſſary of the in- 
e quiſition and his ſecretary, ſaid he, in my opini- 
< on, intend to play ſome new farce here.” © You 
< are prejudiced againſt them, ſaid I. For my own 
<« part, having converſed with them, I judge more 
c favourably of their intention. We cannot indeed 
ce dive into the heart; but, in all appearance, they 
<« are two converted ſinners.” . © That may be, re- 
ce ſumed Don Alphonſo : there have been many li- 
* bertines, who after having ſcandalized the world 
<« by their irregularities, have ſhut themſelves up in 
« cloiſters, to perform a rigorous penance, and ] 
« with our two monks may be of that fort.” 
« Why ſhould they not? replied I, they have vo- 
« luntarily embraced a monaſtic life, and have al- 
«ready lived a conſiderable time like good friars.” 
Lou may ſay what you pleaſe, replied the gover- 
& nor. I do not approve of having the convent's 
e caſh in the hands of that tame. father Hilary, 
« whoſe integrity I cannot help diſtruſting. When 
« ] remember the fine detail he gave us of his adven- 
e tures, I tremble for the Carthuſians. I would 
<« willingly believe, with you, that he has taken the 
habit from a very pious motive, but the ſight of 
the caſh may awaken his villainy. A reformed 
« drunkard ſhould never be truſted in a cellar,” “ 
The ſuſpicion of Lon Alphonſo was fully juſti: 
fied in a few days. Father ſollicitor, and brother 
porter diſappeared with the caſh. . This piece of in- 
telligence, which was immediately ſpread _— 
3 | whole 
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whole city, afforded great diverſion to the wits, 
who always rejoice at the misfortunes which hap- 
pen to endowed monks. As for the governor and 
me, we pitied the Carthuſians, without boaſting of 
our acquaintance with the two apoitates. 


i\CHAP.. VI. 


&il B'ar returns to his caffle of Lirias, Hears an agrerable piece 
of intelligence from Scipio. And makes a reformation in hi; 


houſe-krefing. 


Paſſed eight days at Valencia in the higheſt 
taſte, living among counts and marguiles, 
Shews, balls, concerts, entertainments, converſa- 
tions with the ladies, and all other amuſements, I 
enjoyed by the fzvour of the governor and his lady, 
to whon paid my court fo ſucceſsfully, that when 
| ſet out for Lirias, they parted from me with re- 
gret. They even obliged me to promiſe, that I 
would divide my time between them and my ſoli- 
tude, and it was agreed, that I ſhould live at Valen- 
eia in the winter, and ſpend the ſummer at my own 
houſe. This convention being made, my benefac- 
tors permitted me to go and enjoy their favours. 
Scipio, who impatiently expected my return, 
was rejoiced at ſeeing me; and I encreaſed his plea- 
ſure by a faithful report of my journey. © Well 
e my friend, ſaid I, how didſt thou paſs thy time 
* in my abſence ? didft thou divert thyſelf agreea- 
« bly ?“ „ As well, anſwered he, as a ſervant 
* could, to whom nothing is fo dear as the preſence 
© of his maſter. I have walked all over our ſmall 
* territortzs. Sometimes ſeared on the brink of the 
fountain in the wood, I took pleaſure in contem- 
*« plating the beauty of its waters, which are as 
clear as thoſe of the ſacred fountain, which makes 
Vol. II. —_ = the 
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« the vaſt foreſt of Albuena echo wich its noiſe ; and 
<« {ometimes ſtretched at the root of a tree, heard the 
linnets and the nightingales tune their ſong. In 
& ſhort I have hunted, I have fiſhed ; and what gave 
me more ſatisfaction than all the other amuſeme nts, 
„IJ have read ſeveral books which were as uſeful as 
they were entertaining.“ 

| interrupted my ſecretary with precipitation, to 
aſk where he procured thefe books. I found them, 
e faid he, in a handſome library, which Mr. Joa- 
* chim ſhewed me in this caſtle.“ Ha! ſaid 1, 
where can this pretended library be? Did we 
e not walk over the whole houſe on the firſt day of 
our arrival?“ + So you 'imagined, replied he, 
* but remember, that we ſurveyed three pavilions 
only, and forgot the fourth, where Don Czar, 
« when he came to Lirias, uſually employed a 
part of his time in reading. There are in this li- 
A brary exceeding good books, left for you, as an 
« aſfured entertainment, when our gardens, ſtript 
of their flowers, and our woods of their leaves, 
ſhall have nothing left to amuſe us. The noble- 
„men of Leyva have not performed things by 
halves; they have provided food for tie mind, as 
well as for the body.?“ 

 Regoiced at this intelligence, I followed him into 
the fourth pavilion, which preſented a very agreea- 
ble ſcene to my view. I beheld a chamber, which 
from that hour I deſtined to be my own: apartment, 
as it had been Don Cæſar's. That nobleman's bed 
was ſtill there, together with all the reſt of the 
furniture: that is, a tapeſtry with figures repreſent- 
ing the rape of the Sabine women. — this room 
L paſſed into a cloſet, ſurrounded with low preſſes 
filled with books, over which appeared the portraits 
of all our kings. There was alſo a window, from 
hence we had an extenſive view of a moſt n 
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ful country, and an ebony bureau ſtanding before a 
large ſopha covered with black maroquin, But the 
library claimed my chief attention, which was com- 
poſed of philoſophy, poetry, hiſtory, and agreat num- 
ber of roin:nces on the ſubject of knight-errantry. 
I concluded, that Don Cæſar delighted in this laſt 
kind of writing, ſince he had made ſuch plentiful 
proviſion of it. I muſt acknowledge to my ſhame, 
that I was no leſs pleaſed with theſe productions, 

notwithſtanding all the extravagancies with which 
they are interwoven ; whether it was owing to my 
being at that time no very attentive reader, or that 
Spaniards in general are too much delighted with 
the marvellous. I will ſay, nevertheleis, that I 
took more pleaſure in ſprightly books of morality ; 
and that Lucian, Horace, and Eraſmus, became 
my favourite authots, : 

« My friend, ſaid I to Scipio, (when I had ſur- 
« yeyed my library) here is amuſement for us in- 
* deed ; but our preſent buſineſs is to retrench our 
«* houſe-keeping.” „I will ſpare you that taſk, re- 
* plied he. During your abſence, I have ſtudied 
your people, and may venture to boaſt of knowing 
* them perfectly well. Let us begin with Mr. Joa- 
* chim, who, I believe, is a complete villain, and 
* I doubt not, but he was turned out of the archbi- 
* ſhop's ſervice, for having committed arithmetical 
* blunders in his accounts. We muſt however keep 
him for two reaſons; the firſt is, becaule he is an ex- 
* cellent cook; and the ſecond, becauſe I ſhall always 
* have an eye over him: I will be a ſpy upon his 
* actions, and he muſt be as cunning as the devil, 
* it he is able to deceive me. I have already told 
him, that you intend to diſſmiſs three-fourths of 
" four ſervants : a piece of information that gave 
him ſome uneaſineſs; and he aſſured me, that 
feeling an inclination to ſerve you, he would, ra- 
O 0 2 ether 
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&« ther than leave the houſe, be contented with the 
«* half of his preſent wages; a circumſtance which 
„makes me imagine that there is ſome girl in the 
* village from whom he would not willingly re- 
&* move. As for the cook's aſſiſtant, added he, he is 
* a drunkard, and the porter an inſolent fellow, for 
whom we have not the leaſt occaſion, any more 
* than for the fowler ; I can eaſily fill up the 
«place of the laſt, as I will convince you to-mor- 
< row, ſince we have plenty of guns, powder, and 
& ſhot. With regard to the lacqueys, there is one 
of them from Arragon, who appears to be an 
s honeſt lad, him we will keep; the reſt are ſuch 
* knaves, that I would not adviſe you to detain 
them, even if you had occaſion for an hundred 
« valets.“ | 

Having maturely deliberated on this affair, we 
reſolved to keep the cook, th-: ſcullion, the Arra- 
gonian footman, and honourably diſcharge the 
reft. This was executed that very day, by 
means of ſome piſtoles, which Scipio took from 
our ſtrong box, and divided among them by 
my order. When we had made this reforma- 
tion, we eſtabliſhed a certain order in the houſe, 
regulated the office of each domeſtic, and be- 
gan to live at our own expence. I ſhould have 
been ſatisfied with frugal fare; but my ſecreta- 
ry, who loved ragouts and dainties, was not 
inclined to leave Mr. Joachim's ſkill unemploy- 
ed. He kept him ſo fully engaged, that our 
dinners and {uppers might the ſufficed a com- 
pany of Bernardine monks. 
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C HAP. VII, 


The amours of Gil Blas and the fair Antonia, 


Wo days after my return from Valencia to 
| Lirias, Baſil the labourer, and 'my farmer, 
came in the morning to aſk leave to preſent Anto- 
nia his daughter, who, he ſaid, deſired to have the 
honour of ſaluting her new maſter. I told him, 
that it would give me pleaſure ; he therefore went 
out and preſently returned with the fair Antonia ; 
I think I may beſtow that epithet upon a maid of 
ſixteen or eighteen years, who, with the moſt regu- 
lar features, poſſeſſed the faireſt complexion and 
fineſt eyes that ever were ſeen. Though ſhe was 
clad in a ſtuff gown, her pleaſing air, majeſtic port 
and graces, that do not always accompany youth, 
dignified the ſimplicity af her dreſs. She wore no 
cap, her hair being tied up behind with a knot of 
flowers, in the manner of the Lacedæmonian wo- 
men. 

When ſhe entered my chamber, I was as much 
ſtruck with her beauty, as the knights of Charle- 
maine's court with XG charms of Angelica, In- 
ſtead of receiving Antonia with indifference, and 
{aying civil things to her ; inſtead of congratulating 
the father on his happineſs in having ſuch a charm- 
ing daughter, I ſtood confounded, aſtoniſhed, and 
ſpeechleſs. Scipio, who perceived my diſorder, 
Goke for me, and was at the expence of thoſe praiſes 
which I owed to that amiable creature. For her 
part, not at all dazzled by my figure, in my morn- 
ing gown and cap, ſhe ſaluted me without embar- 
raſſment, and made me a compliment, which, 
though common, perfectly enchanted me. In the 
mean time while my ſecretary, Baſil, and his 
eee 
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daughter, were employed in mutual civilities, ] 
recollected myſelf; and to make amends for my 
{tupid 8 paſſed from one extremity to ano- 
ther, launched out into gallant diſcourſe, and ſpoke 
with fo much earneſineſs, that I alarmed Baſil, who 
conſidering me already as a man who would put 
every thing in practice to ſeduce Antonia, hurried 
out of my apartment with her, reſolved perhaps 
to withdraw her from my eyes for ever. 

Scipio, ſceing himſelf alone with me, ſaid, with a 
Imile, Here is another reſource againſt the tedi. 
* ous hours. I knew not that your farmer had ſuch 
* a. beautiful daughter, having never before ſeen 
« her, though l have been twice at her father's 
«& houſe: he muſt have been careful to conceal her; 
£ and I commend his care. Upon my honour ſhe 
« is a delicate morſel ! But, added he, I believe it is 
„ unneceſlary to ſay ſo to you, who were dazzled 
4 by her at firſt ſig A * Le cannot deny it, anſwer- 
«ed I. Ah! my fiend, I thought I ſaw a celeſtial 
« being. She ſuddenly inflamed me, and - pierced 
te my heart with an arrow ſwift as lightning.” 

LI am rejoiced, replied my ſecretary, to learn 
tt that you are at laſt in love. You wanted a mil. 
& treſs to make you enjoy perfect happineſs in your 
« ſolitude. Thank heaven, you have now every 
convenience. I know, continued he, that we ſhall 
have ſome difficulty in deceiving the vigilance of 
« Baſil; but leave that to me; [ underta ake in the 
£6 courſe of three days, to procure for you a private 
interview with Antonia.“ © Mr. Scipio, ſaid I, 
66 * you might not be able to perform your 

romiſe; but that is not what I am curious to 
te try. I have no intention to tempt the virtue of 
te that girl, who ſeems to merit other ſentiments of 
* her. So far therefore, from exacting of your 
« zeal, that you ſhould aſſiſt me in diſhonouring 
£5 her, { am determined, by your mecliation, to mare 
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ry her, provided her heart is not * engaged 
« to another.” I did not expect, ſaid he, 
« you would take ſuch a ſudden Doron to mar- 
ry. Many country gentlemen in your fituation, 
« would not deal ſo honourably ; they would ne- 
ver entertain legitimate views with regard to Anto- 
e nia, till they had experienced other methods to no 
| 4+ purpole. But, however, added he, do not ima- - 
« oine that I condemn your love, and ſeek to diſ- 
« ſuade you from your intention. Your farmer's 
« daughter deſerves the honour you intend for her, 
if ſhe can beſtow upon you a heart diſengaged, 
and ſenſible of your generoſity. This I mult in- 
form myſelf of to- ay, in a con verſation with, 
„ the father, and perhaps with Antonia her- 
felt.“ , 
My confident, who was punctual in performing 
his promiſes, went privately to viſit Baſil, and in the 
evening came to me in my Cloſet, where I wait- 
ed with fear and impatience, Drawing a good 
omen from his chearful countenance, If I may 
believe, faid I, the ſmile on thy face, hou comeſt to 
„ ſignity, that I ſhall ſhortly enjoy my wiſh,” © Yes, 
my dear maſter, replied he, every thing is propi- 
* tious to you. I have had a converſation with Ba- 
e fil and his daughter, to whom I declared your 
e intention. The father is overjoyed to hear your 
deſign of becoming his ſon in- law; and I can 
* affure you, that you are very much to Antonia's 
* taſte,” O heaven! cried I in a tranſport of 
„joy, what! am I fo happy as to be agreeable to 
te that angelic creature ?” *« Certainly, reſumed he. 
* She already loves you. I have not indeed drawn 
that confeſſion from her mouth; but I am con- 
« yinced of her paſſion, by the joy ſhe diſcovered 
* when ſhe underſtood your deſign. Nevertheleſs, 
added he, you have a rival.” «A rival, cried I, 
* changing cotour.” Lou need not be much 
7 alarm- 
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& alarmed, ſaid he, that rival will not rob you of, 
« the heart of Antonia; he is no other than Mr. 
« Joachim, your cook.” © Ah! the knave! ſaid I, 
« burſting into a fit of laughter, this was his rea- 
« ſon for ſhewing ſa much reluctance to quit my 
« ſervice.” * The very ſame, anſwered Scipio. He, 
« ſome days ago, demanded Antonia in mar- 
c riage, and met with a polite refuſal.” „ With 
« deterence to thy better advice, (reſumed I) me- 
& thinks it will be proper to rid ourſelves of the 
& rogue, before he can get information that I in- 
= tend to mary Baſil's daughter; a cook, thou. 
« knoweſt, is a dangerous rival.” © You judge 
« right, repited my confidant, we muſt clear the 
« houſe of him. I will give him his diſcharge to- 
% morrow morning before he begins to do buſineſs, 
and then you will have nothing to fear, either 
« from his ſauces or his love. I am ſorry, how- 
« ever, to loſe ſuch an excellent cook, but I ſacri- 
| fice my palate to your ſafety.“ Thou haſt no 
« occaſion to regret him ſo much, ſaid I, the loſs is 
« not irreparable: I will fend to Valencia for as 
good a cook as he can be,” Indeed I wrote imme · 
diately. to Don Alphonſo, that 1 had occafion for, 
a cook, and the very next day he ſent one, who 
conſoled Scipio for his lois. | 
Though the zealoys ſecretary had told me, that 
he perceived Antonia was pleaſed in her heart with 
the conqueſt which ſhe had made of her maſter, I 
did not chooſe to depend upon his report, being ap- 
rehenſive that he might have been deceived by 
Falſe appearances. To be more certain of the mat- 
ter, I reſolved to ſpeak in perſon to the fair Anto- 
nia; and, repairing to Baſil's houſe, confirmed 
what my ambaſſador had told him, That honeſt 
E a man of frankneſs and ſimplicity, having 
eard of my intention, aſſured me that he would 


deſtow his daughter upen me with the utmoſt ſatis- 
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faction: * But, added he, do not imagine it is on 
« account of your being lord of the manor. Were 
« you ſtill no more than the ſteward of Don Cæſar 
« and Don Alphonſo, I would prefer you to all the 
« other ſuitors who ſhould preſent themſelves, I. 
have always eſteemed you; and what gives me 
the greateſt concern is, that Antonia cannot bring, 
« you a large fortune.“ [ aſk nothing with her, 
« ſaid I, her perſon is all the wealth to which J aſ- 
« pire.” - « Your moſt humble ſervant, cried he, 
« that is not my intention: I am not ſuch a beg- 
« gar, as to marry my daughter in that manner. 
“ Baſil de Buenotrigo is in a condition, thank hea- 
« yen, to give her a dowry ; and for every dinner 
„you beſtow upon her, ſhe ſhall afford a ſupper to 
« you. In a word, the rent of your eſtate, which is 
* but five hundred ducats, ſhall amount to a thou- 
. * ſand, by virtue of this marriage.“ | 

* You ſhall act in that as you pleaſe, my dear Ba- 
« fil, replied I: we ſhall have no diſputes about in- 
« tereſt z and, as we are agreed, the ſole buſineſs is 
to obtain the conſent of your daughter.” Nou 
„have mine, ſaid he, and that is ſufficient.” Not 
« entirely, anſwered I ; if your's is neceſſary, her's 
„is ſo too.” Her's depends upon me, ſaid he. I 
te with I could fre her dare to refuſe.“ Antonia, 
e reſumed I, ſubmiſſive to paternal authority, is, 
te doubtleſs, ready to obey you implicitly ; but I 
* know not, if ſhe can do it upon this occaſion, 
« without reluctance : and if ſhe cannot, I ſhould 
© never be happy for having made her unhappy z 
* in ſhort, it is not enough for me to obtain her 
* hand of you, unleſs her heart joins to the bare 
gain.“ „By our lady! ſaid Baſil, I do not un- 
«-derſtand all this philoſophy : ſpeak yourſelf to 
Antonia, and you will ſee, if I am not miſtaken, 
* that ſhe wiſhes nothing more than to be your 
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wife.“ He then called his daughter, and left me 
alone with her for a few moments. 
That I might enjoy the precious opportunity, 
T came immediately to the point. Fair Antonia, 
& ſaid I, determine my fate. Though I have ob- 
c tained your father's conſent, do not ſuppoſe chat 
4 intend to avail myfelf of it, in doing violence 
e to your inclination. Charming as it is, I re- 
c nounce the poſſeſſion of you, if you ſay that ] 
&< muſt owe it to your obedience only.” *© That 1 
« will not ſay, anſwered ſhe; your addreſſes are 
too agreeable to give me concern; and, inſtead 
* of murmuring, I approve of my father's choice. 
« know not, continued ſhe, whether I do well or 
Lill in talking thus; but, if you was diſagreeable 
« to me, I ſhould be free enough to confeſs it; 
« why then, may I not ſay the contrary with the 
<« {ame freedom?“ 
Ar theſe words which I could not hear without 
being happy, I kneeled before Antonia, and, in the 
exceſs of my joy, ſeizing one of her fair hands, 
kiſſed it with the utmoſt tenderneſs and paſſion. 
« My dear Antonia, ſaid I, I am enchanted with 
« your frankneſs; continue the ſame unconſtrained 
* behaviour; and, as you ſpeak to your huſband, 
« diſcloke your whole ſoul to his view. May I 
* then flatter myſelf, that you will be pleaſed to 
« fee your fortune joined to mine?“ Baſil com- 
ing in at that inſtant, hindered me from proceed- 
de ing. Impatient to know his davghter's anſwer, 
* and ready to. weep, had ſhe ſhewa the leaſt aver- 
«-fion for me, © Well, ſaid he, are you ſatisfied 
« with Antonia?“ ] am fo well ſatisfied with her, 
* anfwered I, that I will, this moment, go and make 
« preparations for our marriage.” I then took my 
< leave of the father and daughter, to conſult with 


« my tecretary on that ſubject. 
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CH. E. 


The celebration of the nuptials of Gil Blas and the fair Antonia; 
and the rejoicings with which they auere attended. 


LTHOUGH I was under no neceſſity of obtain- 
Ing the permiſſion of the noblemen of Ley- 
va, Scipto and I concluded, that we could not, in 
honour, omit imparting to them my deſign of mar- 
rying Baſil's daughter, and ot aſking their opinion 
out of mere civility. 

I ſet out immediately for Valencia, where they 
were as much ſurpriſed to fee me, as to hear the oc- 
caſion of my journey. on Cæſar and his fon hav- 
ing ſeen Antonia more than once, congratulated 
me on my choice. Don Cæſar, in particular, com- 

limented me upon it with ſuch emotion, that if I 
had not believed him to be a man quite weaned 
from certain amuſements, I ſhould have ſuſpected 
that he had gone ſometimes to Lirias, to ſee his far- 
mer's daughter, rather than to viſit his own houſe. 
Seraphina, after having aſſured me, that ſhe would 
always be particularly intereſted in what ſhould 
concern me, ſaid ſhe had heard a very good cha- 
rater of Antonia; But, added ſhe, (with a ſa- 
e tyrical look, as if ſhe reproached me for the indif- 
« ference with which I repaid Sephora's paſſion) 
« if I had not heard her beauty extolled, I ſhould 
* depend upon your taſte, the delicacy of which 
« 1 am no ſtranger to.” 

Don Czfar and his ſon not only approved of my 
marriage, but declared they would defray the c 
pence of it. Return to Lirias, ſaid they, and 
© make yourſelf eaſy, till you hear from us. Make 
* no preparation for your nuptials, but ſubmit that 


* to our management.“ In compliance with their 
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defire I returned to my houſe, and, communicating 
to Baſil and his daughter, the intention of our pa- 
trons, we waited their orders as patiently as we 
could. During eight days however we received 
none: but to make amends, on the ninth, a coach 
and four arrived full of manteau-makers, and rich 
ſtuffs for the bride's cloaths, eſcorted by ſeveral 
men in livery mounted on mules. One of them 
brought a letter for me, from Don Alphonſo, ac- 
quainting me that he would be at Lirias the next 
day, with his father and his lady, and that the mar- 
riage ceremony ſhould be celebrated on. the day 
following by the grand vicar of Valencia. Accord- 
ingly, Lon Cæſar, his fon, and Seraphina, did not 
fail to come with that clergyman, all four together, 
in a coach and fix, preceded by another drawn by 
four, in which were Seraphina's women; and attend. 
ed by the governor's guards. * 

The moment my lady governeſs arrived, ſhe ex- 
preſſed the utmoſt impatience to ſee Antonia, who, 
on her part, no ſooner heard that Seraphina was 
alighted, than ſhe ran to ſalute her, and kiſſed her 
hand with ſuch a grace, that all the company ad- 
mired her politeneſs. “ Well, madam, ſaid Don 
ff Cxiar to his daughter-in-law, what do you think 
* of Antonia? Could Santillane have made a bet- 
* ter choice?” © No, indeed, replied Seraphina, 
* they are worthy of each other, and I have not the 
s leaſt doubt, but that their union will be perfect- 
* ly happy.” In ſhort every ane praiſed the intend- 
ed bride: and if ſhe was ſo much applauded in her 
country garb, every body was charmed with her, 
when ſhe appeared in rich apparrel, Her air was 
ſo noble, and her deportment ſo eaſy that one 
would have imagined ſhe had never appeared in any 
other. | | 
The moment being arrived, in which propitious 
Hymen was do unite my fate to her's, Don Al 
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phonſo, taking me by the hand, led me to the altar, 
while Seraphina, did the ſame honour.to the bride, 
In this order we repaired to the village chapel, 
where the vicar attended to marry us; and that ce- 
remony was performed amidſt the acclamations of 
the inhabitants of Lirias, and all the rich farmers 
in the neighbourhood, whom Baſil had invited to 
Antonia's wedding, with their daughters adorned 
with ribbons and flowers, holding tabors in their 
hands. We then returned to my manſion, where, 
by the care of Scipio, who was the contriver of the 
feaſt, we found three tables covered, one for the no- 
blemen, another for their attendants, and the third, 
which was the largeſt, for the reſt of the company, 
Antonia, fat at the firſt, at the requeſt of the lady 

verneſs; I did the honours of the ſecond, and 

aſil preſided at the third. As for Scipio, he did 
not fit down, but went from table to table, employ- 
ing himſelf in ſerving and ſatisfying every indivi- 
dual, 

The entertainment being prepared by the go- 
yernor's cooks, it could not poſſibly be defective. 
The excellent wines, of which Mr. Joachim had 
made ample proviſion, were drank with profuſion, 
the gueſts began to wax warm, and mirth and joli- 
ty reigned, when we were ſuddenly interrupted by 
an incident that alarmed me. My ſecretary being 
in the hall, where I ſat at table with the principal 
officers of Don Alphonſo, and Serzphina's women, 
fell down upon the floor, without tenſe or motion. 
I ran to his aſſiſtance, and while I was employed in 
bringing him to himſelf again, one of the women 
fainted away. All the company imagined there 
muſt be ſome myſtery in this double ſwooning, as 
it actually concealed one, which, in a-ſhort time, 
was explained ; for preſently after Scipio recover- 
ed his ſpirits and ſaid to me, ſoftly, * Why ſhould 
che happieſt of your days be the moſt diſagreeable 
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ef mine! It is impoſſible for a man to avoid his 
« deſtiny, added he: I have found my wife in the 
& perſon of one of Serephina's maids.” | 

What do I hear ! cried I: that muſt be impoſ- 
& ſible; what! art thou the huſband of the lady 
&-who was taken ill at the ſame time with thee ? 
«* Yes, Sir, replied he, I am her huſband; and 
fortune, I ſwear, could not have played me a 
* more villainous trick, than that of preſenting her 
to my view.” © I know not, my friend, ſaid I, 
hat reaſon thou haſt ro complam of thy wife; 
* but, whatever cauſe ſhe may have given thee, 
pray conſtrain thyſelf at preſent ; if thou loveſt 
4 me, do not diſturb this entertainment, by ſhew- 
ing thy reſentment.” © You ſhall be ſatisfied 
* with my behaviour, replied Scipio, and be con- 
* vinced that I can difſemble.” 

He then advanced towards his wife, who by the 
afliftance of her compamons, was alſo recovered, 
and, embracing her with the appearance of as 
much paſſion as if he had been rejoiced to behold 
her again; Ahl my dear Beatrice, ſaid he, hea- 
ven unites us again, after ten years ſeparation z 
« © happy moment for me!“ „I know not, an- 
* {wered his wife, whether you really experience any 
joy in meeting me here; but this I am ſure of, I 
« gave you no juſt reaſon to defert -me. You in- 
deed found me, one night, with Signior Don Fer- 
„ nand de Ley va, who was in love with my miſtreſs 
« Julia, and whoſe paſſion 1 aſſiſted; and you took 
et in your head, that 1 liſtened to him, at the ex- 
« pence of your honour and my own: in conſe- 
«quence of which jealauty turned your brain; you 
« quitred Toledo, and fled from me as from a mon- 
4 ter. without deigning to come to an explanation ! 
„Which of us two, do you imagine, has the great- 
*-eſt 'reaſ6n to camplain?ꝰ © You, molt certain- 
y;“ Tephed Scipio. “Tes, doubtleſs, faid the; 
7 Von 
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„Don Fernand, ſoon after your departure from 
« Toledo, married Julia, with whom I remained as 
« Jong as ſhe lived; and ſince we were robbed of 
« her by an e Ae I have been in the ſer- 
« yice of my lady her ſiſter, who, as well as her 
« women, can anſwer for the purity of my con- 
duct.“ 

My ſecretary, at this tale, the falſity of which he 
could not prove, behaved as became him. Once 
« more, ſaid he to his wife, I acknowledge my 
« fault, and afk pardon before this honourable aſ- 
« ſembly,” Then, interceding for him, I begged 
that Beatrice would forget what was paſt ; aſſuring 
her, that, for the future, her huſband's ſole ſtudy 
ſhould be to give her ſatisfaction. She yielded to 
my intreaty, and the whole company applauded 
their re· union; for the better celebration of which, 
they were requeſted to ſit by each other. Their health 
was toaſted; every body complimented them, and 
the feaſt ſeemed to have been made, rather on ac- 
count of their reconciliation, than of my nuptials. 

The third table was the firſt forſaken. The young 
peaſants roſe up to dance with the country maid- 
ens, who by the noiſe of their tabors, ſoon brought 
the company from the other rooms, and inſpired 
them with the deſire of following their example. 
Every one was now in motion; the governor's of- 
ficers bega to dance with the attendants of my lady 
governeis; the noblemen themſelves mingled in the 
diverſion, Don Alphonlo danced a ſaraband with 
Seraphinaz and Don Cæſar another with Antonia, 
who came afterwards and took me out, acquitting 

herſelf pretty well, conſidering that ſhe had only re- 
_ ceived a few leflons in the houſe of a relation, who 
was the wife of a citizen of Albarazin. As for me, 
who had learned in the houſe of the marchioneſs of 
Chaves, I was conſidered by the aſſemby as a great 
dancer. With regard to Beatrice and dcipio, 2 
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preferred a private converſation” to dancing, and 
related to each other what had happened to them 
ſince their ſeparation ; but they were interrupted by 
Seraphina, who being informed of their meeting, 
ſent for them to expreſs her joy at their reconcilia- 
tion. © My children, ſaid ſhe, on this day of re- 
“ joicing, it is an addition to my ſatisfaction, to ſee 
„ you reſtored to each other. Friend Scipio, I 
e give you back your wife, and proteſt to you, 
& that her conduct has been always irreproachable : 
* you may live here happily together; and you, Bea- 
„ trice, attach yourſelf to Antonia, and be as much 
devoted to her, as your huſband is to Signior de 
Santillane.“ After this Scipio could not help 
looking upon his wife as another Penelope, and 
promiſed to treat her with all imaginable affec- 
tion. 

The young peaſants” and their partners having 
danced the whole day, retired to their reſpective 
houſes; but the feſtival was continued at the 
caſtle, where a magnificent ſupper was prepared ; 
and when it was time to retire to reſt, the grand 
vicar bleſt the nuptial bed; Seraphina undreſſed 
the bride, and the noblemen of Leyva conferred 
the ſame honour upon me. What was diverting 
enough, the officers of Don Alphonſo, and the 
ladies of the governeſs, took it in their heads to 
perform the fame ceremony to Beatrice and Scipio, 
who, to heighten the ſcene, very gravely permitted 
themſelves to be ſtript and put to bed. | 
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CHAP. X, 


What followed the marriage of Gil Blas and the fair Antonia. The 
beginning of the hiſtory of Scipio, 


HE next 'day after my marriage, the 
lords of Leyva returned to Valencia, after 
having given me a thouſand freſh proofs of their 
friendſhip, ſo that my ſecretary and I remained in 
the houſe, with our wiyes and ſervants only. | 

Our endeayours to pleaſe the ladies were not in- 
effectual: in a ſhort time, I inſpired my wife with 
as much affection for me, as I had for her; and 
Scipio made his ſpouſe forget the ſorrows which he 
had made her ſuffer. Beatrice, who had a plant, 
obliging temper, eaſily inſinuated herſelf into the 
favour, and gained the confidence of her miſtreſs. 
In ſhort, we all agreed to admiration, and began 
to enjoy a ſituation worthy of envy. All our days 
glided away in the moſt agreeable amuſcments. An- 
tonia was naturally grave, but Beatrice and I were 
extremely gay: and had we been otherwiſe, Scipio's 
preſence was ſufficient to keep off melancholy. He 
was an incomparable fellow for ſociety ; one of 
thoſe comical creatures, whoſe appearance alone is 
enough to make a company merry. . 

One day when we took a whim, after dinner, to 
go and take a fieſta in the moſt agreeable place in 
the wood, my ſecretary was in ſuch excellent hu- 
mour, that he baniſhed all deſire of ſleeping, by 
his diverting converſation. * Hold thy tongue, 
friend, ſaid I; or if thou art reſolved to hinder us 
from taking our nap, entertain us with ſome ſtory 
that merits our attention.“ 


Vor. II, Qq „With 
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e With all my heart, Sir, replied he: ſhall 
$ recount the hiſtory of king Pelagius *?” 1 well 
* rather hear thy own! repligd I ; but that is a 
« pleaſure thou haft not thought proper to give me, 
* fince we have lived together, and I ſuppoſe you 
never will.” © And what is the reaſon, ſaid he: 
5 jt I have not related my own hiſtory,” it was be- 
« caufe you never expreſſed the Jeaff, inclination to 
« hear it; it is not, therefore, my fault that you 
te are ignorant of my adventures; and if you are 
& jn the leaſt curious to be informed of them, I am 
+ ready to ſatisfy your curioſity.” Antonia, Bea- 
trice, and I, took him at his word, and prepared 
ourſelves to hearken to his narration, which could 
not fail of having a good effect; either in diverting 
„ SHS anni ( 
e ſhould have been, ſaid Scipio, the ſon of ſome 
grandee, or knight of Alcantara, at leaſt, had it de- 
pended upon myſelf ; but as we cannot chooſe-our 
own fathers, you muſt know that mine was an honeſt 
ſoldier of the holy brotherhood, Torribio Scipio by 
name. While he was travelling to and fro on the 
highway, where his profeſſion generally obliged him 
to be, he once met by accident, between Cuenga 
and Toledo, a young gypfy whom he thought very 
beautiful. She was alone, on foot, and carried her 
whole fortune ina kind of knapſack upon her back: 
„* Which way are you going, my dear ?“ ſaid he to 
her, ſoftening his voice, which was naturally rough. 
** Signior cavalier, replied ſhe, I am going to Toledo, 


* Pelagius was the firſt king of Leon, who reigned in the 
ighth century; he lived a conſiderable time in ſubjeQion to 
the Saracens in Spain; but, reſolving to fla: off the yoke of 
ſuch barbarous tyranny, he puthimſelf at the head of the Chriſ- 
tians hö had fled for refuge to the Aſturian mountains, and 
being declared king; took arms againſt the infidels : he van- 
uiſhed them in a bloody battle, and laid the foundation of 
the kingdom of Leon, where he reigned upwards of twenty 


ears. | 
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Where I hope to gain an honeſt livelihood, in ſome 
manner or other.” That is a laudable intention, 
reſumed he, and I doubt not but that you have 
more ſtrings than one to your bow.” Fes, thank 
heaven; ſaid ſhe; I have more talents than one; I can 
compoſe pomatums and eſſences for the uſe of the 
ladies; I tell fortunes; turn the ſieve to find things 
that are loſt, and ſhew every thing that people want 
to ſee in a glaſs or mirrour.” 
Torribioz imagining that ſuch a girl would be a 
very advantageous match for him, who could hardly 
live by his employment; though he was very dex- 
terous at it, offered to marry her: ſhe accepted the 
propoſal, and they repaired with all expedition to 
Toledo, where they were wedded ; and you behold 
in me; the worthy fruit of theſe honourable nuptials. 
They ſettled in the ſuburbs, where my mother 
an to fell pornatums and eſſences; but that trade 
not being ſufficiently lucrative; ſhe became fortune- 
teller. It was then that ſhe ſaw the crowns and piſ- 
toles ſhower upon her: a thouſand dupes, of both 
ſexes, preſently raiſed the reputation of Coſcolina, 
which was the gypſy's name. Somebody came every 
day, to beg ſhe would employ her miniſtry for 
him: ſometimes, a needy nephew, who wanted 
to know when his uncle, to whom he was ſole heir, 
would ſet out for the other world: and ſometimes a 
girl, wiſhing to k now it a certain cavalier, to whom 
ſhe had granted the favour, on promiſe of marriage, 
would perform his promiſe. 

« Be pleaſed to obſerve that my mothet's predictions 
vere always favourable to thoſe who ſolicited them : 
if they proved true, it was very well; but when they 
came back to reproach her, becauſe the contrary 
of what ſhe- had  propheſied came to pals, ſhe 
anſwered coldly, that they muſt attribute it to the 
dæmon, who, notwithſtanding the force of the 
conjurations which ſhe employed to make him reveal 
Qq 2 what 
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what would happen, was, ſometimes, ſo malicious 
as to deceive her. | 
When my mother, for the honour of her profeſ- 
ſion, thought it neceſſary to make the devil appear 
in heroperations, Torribio Scipio always performed 
that part, which he acted perfectly well; the rough- 
neſs of his voice, and uglineſs of his face, giving him 
an appearance ſuitable to the character he repre- 
fented. Thoſe that were very credulous, were al- 
ways tetrified by my father's figure. But, unfor- 
tunately, there one day came a brutal fellow of a 
captain to ſee the devil, whom he ran through the 
body. The holy office, informed of the devil's 
death, ſent its officers to the houſe of Coſcolina, 
whom they ſeized, with all her effects; and I, who 
was then but ſeven years old, was put into the hoſpi- 
tal of Los Ninos. There were in that houſe ſome 
charitable clergymen, who, being well paid for the 
education of poor orphans, took the trouble to 
teach them to read and write. They looked upon 
me as a promiſing youth, and, on that account, 
diſtinguiſned me from the reſt, by chooſing me to run 
on their errands. They ſent me into the city with 
letters and meſſages; and I made the reſponſes 
at maſs. By way of acknowledgment, they under- 
took to teach me the Latin tongue ; but they be- 
haved fo rudely, and treated me with ſo much 
rigour, notwithitanding the ſmall ſervices I ren- 
dered them, that, being no longer able to bear it, I 
ran away one morning early, when I was ſent on 
an errand ; and, ſo far from returning to the ho- 
pital, I quitted Toledo by the ſuburbs that lic on 
the Seville ſide of the city. 
Though I was then hardly nine years old, I felt a 
ſenſible pleaſure in being free, and maſter of my own 
actions. I was indeed without money, and with- 


* The hoſpital for orphans. 
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out food; but what did that ſignify? I had no 
jeſſons to ſtudy, nor themes to compoſe. After 
having walked about two hours, my little legs 

egan to refuſe their ſervice ; I had never before 
made ſo long a journey; and I found myſelf 
obliged to halt, and give them ſome repoſe. I ſat 
down under a tree, by the ſide of the road ; and 
there, for my amuſement, cook my grammar 
out of my pocket, which | read in ſport; then re- 
membring the ſtripes and floggings which it had 
made me receive, I tore out the leaves, ſaying in 
great wrath; Ah ! thou vile dog of a book ! 
thou ſhalt never make me ſhed tears again.” 
While 1 thus glutted my revenge, ſtrewing the 
ground about me with declenſions and conjugations, 
a hermit paſſed by, with a long white beard, large 
ſpectacles, and a venerable air. He came up to me, 
and we examined each other with great attention. 
« My little gentleman, ſaid he ſmiling, we ſeem to 
« look at each other very attentively : I believe it 
« would not be a bad icheme jor us to hve together 
in my hermitage, which is not above two hundred 
yards from hence.” © I am your humble ſer- 
« yant, anſwered I, haſtily ; I have no ambitio 
« be an hermit.“ The good old man laughed at 
this reply; and embracing me, ſaid, Be not 
« frightened at my dreſs, my ſon; though it is not 
« agreeable, it is uſeful ; it makes me lord of a de- 
e hghtful retreat, and of the neighbouring villages ; 
« the inhabitants of which love me, or rather ido- 
«* lize me, Come, follow me, added he, and I will 
« oive you a jacket like this which I wear. If you 
te think proper, you ſhall ſhare with me the ſweets 
«of my retired life; and if you diſlike it, upon tri- 
al, you ſhall not only be at liberty to leave me, 
but you may be allo aſſured, that I will not fail to 
give you ſomething at parting,” 


* ] ſuf- 


that he did not intend to 
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e ſuffered myſelf to be perſuaded, and followed 
the old hermit, who aſked me ſeveral queſtions, 
which I anſwered more ingenuouſly than I have al- 
ways done in the ſequel: Arriving at the hermit- 
age, he preſented ro me ſome fruit, which I de- 


voured, having eaten nothing the whole day but a 
- morſel of dry bread; on which I had breakfafted in 


the morning at the hoſpital. The anchorite, ſeeing 
me make ſuch good uſe of my faws, ſaid, Re not 
& afraid, my child; do not ſpare the fruit; I have 
* ample proviſion of it, thank God: and 1 did not 
t bring thee hither to let thee ſtarve.” This was in- 
deed very true; for in an hour after our arrival, he 
lighted a fire, ſpitted a leg of mutton; and, while 
1 turned the ſpit, ſpread over a ſmall table a very 
dirty napkin ; upon which he laid two plates, one 
for himſelf, and the other for me. 

When the meat was ready, he took ĩt off the ſpit; 


and cut ſome ſlices for our ſupper, which was not a 


horſe's meal ; for we drank excellent wine, of which 
alſo we had great plenty. Well; my chicken,” 
faid he, (after we had done eating) “art thou ſatis- 
& fied with my fare? This is the manner in which 
Abou wilt be treated every day, if thou liveſt with 
« me. Beſides, thou ſhalt do as thou pleafeſt in 
ec this hermitage. I exact no more of thee, than to 
« accompany me when J go a begging through the 
“neighbouring villages, and lead an aſs with two 
<« panniers, which the charitable peafants uſually 
< till with eggs, bread, meat, and fifh, This is all 
«1 require of thee:? I will do every thing you 
« defire, replied I, on condition that yon do not 
< oblige me to learn Latin.” Brother Chryſoſtom 
(that was the name of the old hermit) could not help 
laughing at my — and again aſſured me, 

orce my inclination, 


« We went a begging the very next day with the 
aſs, which 1 lead by the halter: we reaped a plen- 
| tiful 
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tiful harveſt; every peaſant being glad of an op- 
rtunity to put ſomething in our panniers : one 
ae in a whole loaf ; another a large piece of ba- 
con; a third, a partridge : in ſhort, we brought 
home victuals enough to ſerve us for eight days: 
_ eircumſtance, that denotes the great friendſhip an 


eſteem that the country people had for the hermit, 


Indeed he was of great uſe to them, in givi 
them his advice when they came to conſult him, in 
re-eſtabliſhing peace in families where diſcord reign- 
ed, in marrying their daughters, in furniſhing the 
with remedies for a thouſand different diſeaſes, nd 
in teaching prayers proper for women who were de- 
ſirous of having children. 

« By what | have ſaid, you perceive that I was well 
ſed in my hermitage : I was as well accommoda- 
ted for ſleeping : firetched upon good freſh ſtraw, 
with a cuſhion of coarſe cloth under my head, and a 
covering of the ſame over my body, I made bur 
one nap, which laſted all night long. Brother Chry- 
ſoſtom, who had promiſed to make me a preſent 
of a hermit's garb, made one for me from an old 
robe that he uſed to wear, and called me little bro- 


ther Scipio. As ſoon as I appeared in the villages 


in that regular habit, I was thought ſo handſome, 
that the aſs was better loaded than uſual : the con- 
teſt was, who ſhould give moſt to the little bro- 
ſher, with whoſe figure they were ſo highly 
pleaſed, | | | 
Pee The eaſy idle life which I led with the old her- 
mit, could not be diſagreeable to a boy of my age; 
indeed, I liked it ſo well, that I ſhould- ſtill have 
continued there, if the Fates had not ſpun very 
different days for me: but the deſtiny which I was 
bound to fulfil, ſoon detached me from idleneſs, 
and made me quit brother Chryſoſtom, in a man- 
ner that I ſhall relate to you. I frequently perceiv- 
ed the ald man at work upon the cuſhion that m= 
6p ved 
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ved him for a pillow; he was continually ſewing 
and unſewing it; and I obſerved one day, that he 
put money into it, This remark was attended by 
a curioſity which I propoſed to gratify the very firſt 
journey he ſhould take to Toledo, whither he gene- 
rally went once a week. I waited impatiently for 
the day, without having, at that time, any other de- 
ſign than that of ſatisfying my curioſity. At length 
the old man ſet out, and ok up his pillow, where 
T found among the wool with which it was filled, 
the value of about fifty crowns in different ſorts of 
coin. | | 
This treaſure was probably the gratitude of the 
country people, whom the hermit had cured by his 
remedies, and of the women who had been bleſſed 
with children, by virtue of his prayers. Be that as 
it will, I no ſooner ſaw that it was money, which 
J could appropriate to myſelf with impunity, than 
my Egyptian diſpoſition prevailed. I was ſetzed 
with a deſire of ſtealing it, which can be attri- 
buted to nothing but the force of that blood which 
circulated in my veins. I yielded to the temptation 
without reſiſtance, and ſecured the money 1n a kind 
f bag, where we kept our combs and night-caps ; 
So quitting my hermit's habit, and reſuming that 
of the orphan, I ran away from the hermitage, ima- 
gining that 1 carried off in my bag all the riches of 
the Indies. 
This was my firſt eſſay, continued Scipio, and I 
doubt not but that you expect a train of facts of the 
ſame nature: your expectations will not be dilap- 
pointed: I have many other exploits of that kind 
to recount, before I come to my laudable actions; 
but at length I ſhall arrive at them: and you will 
fee, by my narration, that a rogue may very poſſi- 
bly become an honeſt man. 8 
«Young as I was, I was not fool enaugh to re- 
turn to Toledo; that would have been expoſing 
| me 
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me to the danger of meeting brother Chryſoſtom, 
who would have made me reſtore my treaſure in a 
very diſagreeable manner : I purſued another road, 
which conducted me to the village of 'Galves, where 
I ſtopt at an inn, the landlady of which was a wi- - 
dow of about forty, who had all the neceſſary qua- 
lities for turning the penny. This woman no ſoon- 
er caſt her eyes upon me, than judging, by my 
dreſs, that I was a fugitive from the orphan hoſ- 
pital, ſhe aſked me who I was, and whither I was 
going. I replied, that having loſt both father and 
mother, 1 wiſhed to get into ſervice, “Child, ſaid 
' 6 ſhe, canſt thou read?“ ] aſſured her that I could 
both read and write to admiration. Indeed, I could 
form my letters, and join them in (uch a manner, as 
ſomewhat reſembled writing; which is ſufficient 
for the occaſions of a village-tavern. © I take 
« thee into my ſervice, ſaid the landlady; thou wilt 
not be entirely uſeleſs, but ſhalt keep an account 
« of all my debts active and paſſive, ] will not 
give thee any wages, added ſhe, becauſe the good 
company that come here, never forget the ſer- 
« yants z thou mayeſt therefore depend upon recei- 
« ving good perquiſites.“ 

] accepted the propoſal, reſerving to myſelf, as 
you may imagine, the right of changing the air, as 
loon as my ſtay at Galves ſhould ceale to be agree- 
able. When I found myſelf engaged in the ſer- 
vice of this inn, I became very unealy in my mind: 
I did not deſire to have it known that I had got 
money; and was very anxious to know where [ 
ſhould conceal my hoard, in order to ſecure it from 
every ſtranger's hand. I did not yet know the 
houſe well enough to truſt to thoſe places which 
ſeemed moſt proper for the purpoſe. © With what 
perplexity are riches attended! I] determined, how- 
ever, to put my bag into. a corner of our corn-loft, 
where there was-ſtraw ; and, believing it {ater there 

You. I, R r than 
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than in any other place, I made myſelf as caſy ag 
poſſible. 

Fhere were three ſervants in this houſe, a fat 
hoſtler, a voung maid of Galicia, and mylelt : cach 
of us got as much as we could from the travellers 
that halted, whether they came on horſe-back or 
a - foot. I uſually fingered ſome halfpence of cheſe 

entlemen, when I brought in the bill; they gave 
ſomething alſo to the hoſtler, for taking care of 
their beaſts ; but as for the Galician, who was the 
idol gf all the carriers that paſſed that way, ſhe got 
as many crowns as we did farthings. Every pen- 
ny that I received, I carried to increaſe my treaſure 
in the corn-lott; and the more I ſaw my wealth in- 
creaſe, the more did I feel my little heart attached 
to it: I ſometimes kiſſed the delightful coin, and 
contemplated the different pieces with a degree of 
rapture which only milers can conceive. 

« This affection for my treaſure obliged me to vi- 
ſit it thirty times a day: I frequently met the land- 
lady upon the ſtairs, and ſhe beingnaturallyſuſpicious, 
was curious one day to know what could bring me 
every moment to the corn- loft. Thither ſhe there- 
fore went, and ſearched every corner, imagining 
that I, perhaps, concealed in that place ſome things 
which 1] had ſtolen in the houſe, She did not for- 

t to remove the ſtraw that covered my bag, which 
i found, ſhe opened; and ſeeing crowns and 

iſtoles appear, believed, or pretended to believe, 
that I had ſtole that money from her. She ſeized 
the ſum total immediately : then, calling me little 
wretch, and little raſcal, ordered the hoſtler, who 
was entirely devoted to her will, to give me fifty 
good laſhes, . and after | had received them, ſhe 
turned me out of doors, ſaying that ſhe would tut- 
fer no thieves to live in her houſe, In vain did 
I proteſt that I had not robbed the landlady : 
ſhe maintained the contrary ; and of courſe her word 
2 Was 
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was believed rather than mine. Thus brother 
Chryſoſtom's money palled from one thief to ano» 
ther, | 
„ [lamented the loſs of my money, as a man 
grieves for the death of an only child; and, thoug" 
my tears did not retrieve what I had loſt, at leaſt 
they excited the compaſſion of ſome people who 
ſaw them flow, and among others of the curate of 
Galves, who was — paſſing by. He 
ſeemed moved at my melancholy condition, and 
took me with him to the parſonage ; where, in or- 
der to gain my confidence, or rather to pump me, 
he began by pitying my ſituation. “ How much, 
&« ſaid he, is this poor child entitled to compaſſion ! 
« [t is not in the leaſt ſurprizing, that, abandoned 
te to himſelf in ſuch a ten ler age, he has committed 
a bad action. Moſt men lind it difficult to hve 
« honeſt through the whole courſe of their lives.” 
Then, addreſſing himſelf to me, © My ſon, added 
« he, from what part of Spain do you come, and 
« who are your parents? You have the appear- 
& ance of a lad of ſome family. Tell me ingenu- 
e ouſly, and be aſſured that I will not abandon 
ﬆt you.” | | 
k The-eurate, by this artful and charitable lan- 
guage, engaged me inſenſibly ro diſcover all my 
affairs with great ſincerity. I made a general cone 
feſſion, After which, he ſaid, * Friend, though it 
does not become hermits to hoard up money, that 
© does: not leffen your offence ; in robbing brother 
e Chryſoſtom, you have tranſgreſſed that article of 
te the Decalogue, which ſays, Thou ſhalt not ſteal: 
bat I'll oblige the landlady to reſtore the money, 
« which Iwill fend to the hermit ; ſo that your con- 
«* ſcience may be eaſy on that ſcore.” But that, I 
declare, was the leaſt of my uneaſineſs. The curate, 
who had a defign of his own, did not ſtop there: 
« My child, faid he, I intereſt myſelf in your behalt, 
Rr 2 and 
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and will procure you a good place. I will to- 
* morrow fend you by a carrier to my nephew, who 
« is a canon of the cathedral of Toledo ; at my re- 
E queſt, he will not refuſe to receive you into the 
* number of his lacqueys, who live plentifully, 
« like ſo many-incumbents, on the revenue of his 
<« prebend ; believe me, you will be pe-rectly well 
« ſituated.” 

received ſo much conſolation from this aſſurance, 
that I no longer thought of the bag, nor the ſtripes 
which I had received; my mind being wholly pol- 
ſeſſed with the pleaſure of living like an incum- 
bent. The next day, while 1 was at breaktalt, a 
carrier came to the parſonage, according to the cu- 
rate's orders, with two mules bridled and ſaddled. 
I was helped upon one, the carrier mounted the 
other, and we fet out for Toledo, My fel- 
low traveller was a fellow of humour, who de- 
| lighted in making himſelf merry at another's ex- 
pence. * My little youth, ſaid he, you haze an ex- 
« cellent friend in the curate of Galves : he could 
not give you a better proof of his affection, than 
that of recommending you to the ſervice of his ne- 
„ phew the canon, whom I have the honour to 
„ know, and who is, without contradiction, the 
pearl of the whole chapter. He is none of thoſe 
s devotees whole pale and meagre faces preach up 
&* mortification. He has a jolly, countenance, a 
« roſy complexion, and a merry look; he is a 
« jovial ſoul, who enjoys the preſent hour, and in 
particular is no enemy to good living. You will 
“Jive in his houſe like a little prince.“ 

The rogue of a carrier, oblerving that I liſtened 
with great ſatisfaction, continued to extol the hap- 

ineſs I ſhould enjoy in the canon's ſervice; and did 
not ceaſe ſpeaking till we arrived at the village of 
Obiſa, where we ſtopt a little to bait our mules. 


The carrier, while he walked about in the inn, 
ac- 


G 1L BLAS; 313 
accidentally let fall out of his pocket, a paper 


which 1 was cunning enough to pick up without 
being obſerved, and which I found an opportunity 
of reading while he was in the ſtable. It was a 
letter directed to the prieſts of the orphan hoſpital, 
and conceived in the following terms : 


ic Entlemen, I think myſelf bound in charity, 
6 8 to ſend back to you a little knave, who is 
« a fugitive from your hoſpital, He does not ſeem 
« to want capacity, but deſerves to be carefully 
« confined z; and by proper correction, | hope he 
« will in time do well. That heaven may preſerve 
« your pious and charitable worſhips, is the pray- 
er o 

The Curate of Galves.” 


“Having read this letter, which informed me of 
the curate's good intentions, I did not long heſitate 
about the ſteps I ſhould take. To leave the inn, 
and gain the banks of the Tagus,, which was more 
than a league from thence, was but the work of a 
moment. bear lent me wings to fly from the prieſts of 
the orphan hoſpital, to whom I would on no ac- 
count return, io much was I diſguſted with their 
manner of teaching the Latin language. I entered 
Toledo in as high ſpirits as if I had known where 
to board. It is indeed a city of benediction, in 
which a man of genius, reduced to the neceſſity of 
living at his neighbour's expence, cannot die of hun- 
ger. I had hardly arrived in the market- place, 
when a well-dreſſed cavalier, whom | paſſed, took 
hold of my arm, and ſaid, © Harkee, my boy, 
& will you ſerve me? I ſhould be glad to have ſuch 
* a lacquey as you are,” And f ſhould be glad, 
« anſwered I, to have ſuch a maſter as you.” If 
ds that be the calc, reſumed he, thou art mine from 

| this 


414 The ADVENTURES of 
« this moment. Follow me.” I did fo, without 
making any further reply. 

*« This cavalier, who appeared to be about thirty 
years of age, and was called Don Abel, lodged in 
a houſe, where he __ a very handſome fur- 
niſhed apartment. He was by profeſſion a games 
ſter, and we lived together in the manner I will re; 
late: in the morning, I cut as much tobacco for 
him as would fill five or ſix pipes, bruſhed his 
cloaths, and went for the barber to ſhave him, and 
dreſs his whiſkers. After which he went out, and 
made a tour among the tennis courts, from whence 
he returned about eleven or twelve o'clock at night. 
But before he went out, he gave me every morning 
three royals for my day's expence, leaving me at 
liberty to do what I pleaſed till ten at night. He 
was very well ſatisfied with me, if he found me at 
home when he returned. He ordered a doubler 
and hoſe of livery to be made for me, fo that J 
looked like the page of a lady of the town. I was 
very well pleaſed with my place, and really 1 
could not have found one more agreeable to my 
humour, N 

„ had led this happy life about a month, when 
my maſter aſked if I was pleaſed with his behaviour. 
aſſured him that I could not be more ſo. * Well 
& then, reſumed he, we ſhall ſet out to-morrow for 
& Seville, whither my affairs call me. Thou wilt 
e not be diſpleaſed to fee that capital of Anda- 
© luſia,” | 


He who hath not Seville ſeen; 
| (faith the proverb) | 
Has ner ſeen any thing, I ween.“ 


I aſſured him, that I was willing to follow Hit 
any where. That very day, the Seville carrier came 
to his lodging, to take away a large coffer, that 

con- 
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contained all his moveables ; and in the morning 
we ſet out for Andaluſia, 

« Signior Don Abel was ſo fortunate at play, that 
he never loſt, except when he chole to loſe which 
often obliged him to change his place of habitation, 
that he might avoid the reſentment of dupes; and 
this was the cauſe of our preſent journey. Being ar- 

rived at Seville, we 4 lodgings near the gate of 
Cordova, and began to live as we had done at To- 
ledo: but my maſter found a conſiderable differ- 
ence between the two cities. In the tennis courts 
of Seville, he met with gameſters who played 
as ſucceſstully as himſelf, to that he came home 
ſometimes very much out of humour. One morn- 
ing, being chagrined at the loſs of one hundred piſ- 
toles the preceding day, he aſked, why I had not 
carried his dirty linen to a woman whom he employ- 
ed to waſh and perfume it. I ſaid I had forgot. 
Whereupon falling into a violent paſſion, he gave me 
half a dozen ſlaps upon the face in ſo rude a manner; 
that he made me ſce more candles than ever burner 
in Solomon's temple. © There, you careleſs wretch, 
« ſaid he ; there is ſomething to make you remem- 
ber your buſineſs. Muſt I always be at your 
tail, to inform you what you have to do? why 
dare you not as ready to work as you are to cat? 
are you ſo ſtupid, as to be incapable of anticipa- 
ting my orders and occaſions ?” He then went 
out of his apartment, leaving me very much mor- 
vr at the blows I had received for ſuch a trifling 

ault. 

« I know not what adventure happened to him 
ſoon atter in the tennis court, but, one eyening, he 
came home very much heated: Scipio, ſays he, 
* I am reſolved to go to Italy, and I muſt embark 
* the day after to-morrow, 1n a ſhip bound for 
* Genoa. I have my reaſons for making that 
voyage; wilt thou not accompany me, * 

5 | race 
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** brace ſo fair an opportunity of ſeeing the moſt 
« delightful country in the world ?” I ſaid I would, 
but meant at the ſame time, to diſappear when 
he intended to embark. I thought i would re- 
venge myſelf of him in this manner, and was 
very well pleaſed with the ſcheme, which I could 
not help imparting to a profeſſed bravo whom J 
met in the ſtreet : for, ſince my arrival at Seville, 
I had contracted ſome acquaintances, which did not 
add to my reputation, and this, in particular, I told 
him in what manner, and on what occaſion I had 
been buffetted, and then communicated my deſign 
of leaving Don Abel, when he ſhould be juſt 
ready to go on board; I allo aſked his opinion of 
my reſolution. | 

* The bravo frowned while he attended to me, and 
ewirled the curls of his muſtachio; then, blaming 
my maſter with an air of gravity, © Little gentle- 
« man, ſaid he, you are diſhonoured for ever, if 
« you reſtrict yourſelf to that frivolous revenge 
&* which you have propoſed. It is not enough to 
et Don Abel depart by himſelf ; that would not 
« be puniſhment ſufficient. The chaſtiſement 
* ſhould- be proportioned to the injury. Let us, 
e therefore, carry off his baggage and money, which 
„e will ſhare like brothers after his departure.” 
Though I was naturally inclined to thieving, I was 
frightened at the propoſal of ſuch an important rob- 
- bery. But the arch rogue who made it, did not 
fail to perſuade me to it; and you ſhall be inform- 
ed of the ſucceſs of our enterprize. The bravo, 
who was a tall ſtrong fellow, came to our lodging 
the next evening, when I ſhewed him the coffer, 
in which my maſter had already ſecured his effects, 
and aſked if he was able to carry ſo great a weight. 
% Such a weight! ſaid he, know, that when the 


% buſineſs is to carry off the goods of another, I can 


lift Noah's ark.“ Without any further * 
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he flung the coſſer on his ſhoulders with great eaſe, 
and went down ſtairs with it upon tip-toes. I fol- 
lowed him with ſome caution, and we were juſt go- 
ing out at the ſtreet door, when Don Abel, brought 
thither ſo ſeaſonably by his lucky ſtars, appeared 
ſuddenly before us, 

Where, ſaid he, art thou going with the coffer?” 
| was ſo confounded, that I ſtood ſilent, and the 
bravo, ſeeing there was no proſpect of ſucceſs, threw 
down his load, and betook himſelf to flight, in or- 
der to avoid explanations. © Where art thou going 
« with the coffer ?” ſaid my maſter for the ſecond 
time. “ Sir, anſwered I; (more dead than alive) 
« | am going to carry it on board the ſhip in which 
« you are to embark to-morrow for Italy.” „Ha, 
& replied he, doſt thou know in what ſhip I intend- 
Ked to fail?” „No, Sir, replied I, but he who 
e has a tongue may travel to Rome, (ſays the pro- 
verb) and I ſhould have enquired at the harbour, 
« where ſomebody would certainly have told me.“ 
At this anſwer, which alarmed his ſuſpicions, he 
darted ſuch a furious look at me, that I was atraid 
of a ſecond beating. Who ordered you, ſaid he; 
* to bring my call out of the houſe?“ © You 
« yourlclt, replied I. Do you not remember how 
« you upbraid-d me a few days ago? Did not you 
( fay, while you beat me, that you expected I 
would anticipate your orders, and do what was 
% proper for your fervice of my own accord? It 
« was, therefore, in conſequence of this direction, 
« that I employed a perſon to carry your colfer to 
the ſhip.” The gameſter obſerving, that I was 
more miſchievous than he imagined, diſmiſſed me 
immediately, ſaying, with an air of indiſterence, 
Go, maſter Scipio, and heaven be your guide. [ 
e am not fond of playing withpeople who have ſome- 
times a card too many, or ſometimes one too few. 


Ver. II. 8 1 « Get 
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« Get out of my ſight, added he, in another tone, 
* lelt I ſhould make you ſing without your gamut.” 

I ſaved him the trouble of repeating his com- 
mand, and got off in a twinkling, being terribly 
afraid he would ſtrip me of my cloaths, which, 
however, he luckily ſpared. I walked along the 
ſtreet, conſidering where I could lay, with my two 
royals, which conſtituted my whole ſtock, I arri- 
ved at the gate of the archbiſhop's palace; and as 
his grace's ſupper was then dreſſing, an agreeable 
ſavour iſſued from the kitchen, and diffuſed itſelf a 
whole league around. Egad, ſaid I to mylelf, 
« ] ſhould like to diſpatch one of thoſe ragouts, 
ce which ſo agreeably Globes my noſe. I ſhould 
« even be contented with an opportunity of dip- 
e ping my four fingers and thumb in it. What 
« cannot I contrive ſome method of taſting theſe 
« dainties that ſmell ſo deliciouſly ; the thing does 
not ſeem impoſſible.” | whetted my imagination 
accordingly, and, by dint of muſing, invented a 
ſtratagem, which I immediately put in practice, and 
which ſucceeded to my wiſh. I entered the court of 
the palace, and running towards the kitchen, cried 
as loud as I was able, Help! help! as if I had 
been purſued by ſome aſſaſſin 

At my repeated cries, , maſter Diego, the arch- 
biſhop's cook, with two or three ſcullions, came 
running out to know the cauſe; and ſeeing no body 
but me, aſked why I made ſuch a horrible noiſe. 
“ Ah, Sir, ſaid I, (pretending to be frightened al- 
« moſt out of my wits) for the love of St. Polycarp, 
te preſerve me from the fury of a bravo that wants 
« to murder. me.” © Where is this bravo? ſaid 
e Diego: you are quite alone, without ſo much as 
&a cat af your heels. Go, child, be not afraid. It 
Was probably ſomebody, who wanted to terrify 
« you for his diverſion, and who acted prudently 


not to follow you into this palace; for, if he had, 
. cc we 
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« we ſhould certainly have cut off his ears.“ * No, 
« no, ſaid |, he did not purſue me for his diver- 
« ſion. He is a large ill-looking fellow, who in- 
« tends to ſtrip me, and waits for me in the ſtreet 
« to catch me as I go out.” © He ſhall wait a 
long time then, replied he; for you ſhall ſtay 
« here till ro-morrow, and want for neither ſupper 
nor 1 

At theſe words I was tranſported with joy; and 
it was a raviſhing ſight to me, when, being con- 
ducted into the kitchen by maſter Viego, 1 he- 
held the preparations for his grace's ſupper. I reck- 
oned fifteen perſons at work, but I could not num- 
ber the diſhes that I beheld, ſo careful had Provi- 
dence been to provide for the archbiſhop. It was 
then, that, feaſting my noſe upon the ſteams of 
the ragouts which I had only ſmelt afar off before, 
I became acquainted with ſenſuality. I had the 
honour to ſup and ſleep with the ſcullions, whole 
friendſhip I gained to that degree, that when [I 
went the next day, to thank Mr. Diego for the aſy- 
lum he had ſo generouſly afforded, he ſaid, Our 
Kitchen lads tell me, they would be glad to have 
« you for a fellow-ſervant, they like your humour 
« ſo well: would you chooſe to be their compani- 
« on?” I aſſured him, that, © if I enjoyed that 
piece of good fortune, I ſhould think myſelf per- 
fectly happy.“ If that be the caſe, my friend, 
« replied he, look. upon yourſelf from this mo- 
e ment as an officer of the archbiſhop's.” He 
then preſented me to the major-domo, who, on ac- 
count of my ſprightly appearance, judged me wore 
thy to be received among the turn ſpits. 

I was no ſooner in poſſeſſion of ſuch an honour- 
able employment, than Mr. Diego, conformable to 
the cuſtom of cooks in great families, who private- 
ly fend victuals to their miſtreſſes, choſe me to car- 


ty to a certain* lady in the neighbourhood, ſome- 
| 802 times 
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times loius of veal, and ſometimes fowl or veniſan. 
This good lady was a widow of about thirty, very 
handſome, ſprightly, and, to all appearance, not 
over faithful to her cook, who not only ſupplied 
her with meat, bread, ſugar, and oil, but allo fur- 
niſhed her with good wine, all at the expence of my 
lord archbiſhop. 

was effectually improved in the palace of his 
grace, where I played a very pleaſant prank, which 
is {till ſpoken of at Seville. The pages and fome 
other domeſtics, in order to celebrate their maſter's 
birth-day, took it in their heads, to repreſent a co- 
medy. They choſe that of the 'Benavides * , and 
having occaſion for a boy of about my age, to per- 
form the part of the young king of Leon, they caſt 
their eyes upon me. he major-domo, who va- 
lued himſelf upon his talent of declamation, under- 
took to inſtruct me, and after he had given me a 
few leſſons, aſſured them, that l would not be the 
worſt actor in the play. As our maſter was at the 
expence of the entertainment, no expence was ſpared 
to render it magnificent. A theatre was built in the 
largeſt hall in the palace, and decorated with great 
taſte. A bed of turf was made in the back ſcene, on 
which I was to appear a-ſleep, and the Moors were 
to fall upon me.to make me priſoner. When the 
actors were perfect in their parts; the archbiſhop fix- 
ed the day for the repreſentation, and did not fail to 
invite the moſt conſiderable noblemen and ladies of 
the city to ſee the performance. | 

« The day being arrived, each actor was buſied 
with his dreſs. As for mine, it was brought to me 
by a taylor, accompanied by our major-domo ; 
who, having been at the trouble of teaching me my 
part, was alſo pleated to ſuperintend my dreſs, 


* Benavides, the firname of a noble family in Spain, which 
13 deſcended from Alonſp the ninth, king of Caſtile, | 
; The 
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The taylor cloathed me with a rich robe of blue vel 
vet, trimmed with gold lace and buttons, with hang- 
ing ſleeves adorned with fringe of the ſame metal; 
and the major domo himſelf placed upon my head 
a crown of paper, embelliſhed with a quantity of 
fine pearls, intermixed with falſe ſtones. They al- 
ſo girded me with a ſaſh of pink-coloured filk 
wrought with ſilk flowers ; and every thing they 
adorned me with ſeemed to lend me wings to run 
away with the plunder. At length the play began 
about the duſk of the evening. I opened the ſcene, 
by icing ſome verſes, importing, that, be- 
ing unable to keep myſelf awake, I was going to 
abandon myſelf to ſlumber ; at the ſame time, I 
withdrew, and laid down on the bed of turf which 
had been prepared for me ; where inſtead of falling 
a-ſleep, I began to conſider how I could get into 
the ſtreet, and eſcape with my royal robes. A lit- 
tle private ſtair, that led down under the theatre in- 
to the hall, ſeemed proper for the execution of my 
deſign. I therefore got up nimbly, and ſeeing that 
nobody obſerved me, ſlipt down that ſtair which con- 
ducted me into the hall; the door of which I arrived 
at crying. * Room, room, I am going to change my 
dreſs,” Every one made way for me, and inlets than 
two minutes I got out of the palace with impunity, 
and under favour of the night, repaired to the houle 
of a bravo of my acquaintance. 

« He was greatly aſtoniſhed at ſeeing me in that 
carb; and when I 1mparted the affair, he laughed moſt 
lr: then embracing me with ſo much the 
more joy, as he flattered himſelf with the hope of 
ſharing the ſpoils of the king of leon, he congratu- 
lated me on having performed ſo excellent a ſtroke, 

and aſſured me, that if I went on at that rate, my 
genius would in time make a great noiſe in the 
world. After we had ſufficiently diverted our- 
ſelves, © How ſhall we diſpoſe of this rich dreſs ?” 
laid I to the bravo, © Give yourſelf, ſaid he, no 
trouble 
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« trouble on that ſcore. I know an honeſt broker, 
who, without expreſſing the leaſt curioſity, buys 
« every thing that is brought to him, provided he 
« can purchaſe upon reaſonable terms ; to-morrow 
„morning I will go and bring him hither.” In 
* ſhort, the bravo went out the next day early, leaving 
me a bed in his room, and in two hours returned 
with the broker, who carried a yellow bag under his 
arm. Friend, ſaid he to me, this is Signior 
« Ybagnez de Segovia, who, in ſpite of the bad ex- 
% ample ſhewn by his brethren of the trade, deals 
« with the moſt ſcrupulous integrity. He will tell 
e you to a farthing, the value of the robe that you are 
* inclined to part with, and you may depend upon 
« his eſtimation.” * You may indeed, cried the 
« broker. I muſt be a villain indeed, if I prized a 
« thing under the real value. Thank heaven, that 
e js a crime with which I never was reproached, and 

e no man ſhall ever lay it to the charge of Ybagnez 
« de ia. Let us ſee the goods you want to 
« (ifpole of, and I will conſcientiouſly tell you what 
« they are worth.” - Here they are, ſaid the bravo, 
(producing them) and you muſt allow, that no- 
e thing can be more magnificent: obſerve the beau- 
* ty of that Genoa velvet, and the richneſs of the 
< trimming.” '*'T am quite charmed with it! re- 
e plied the broker, after viewing it attentivelj; no- 
<« thing can be more elegant.” * And what do you 
e think of the pearls which are upon this crown?“ 
reſumed my friend. If they were more round, 
« ſaid Ybagnez, they would be ineſtimable: how- 
« ever, fc as they are, I think them very hand- 
« ſome, and I like them as well as the reſt of the 
« dreſs. I acknowledge, cantinued he, a diſhoneſt 
<« broker, upon this occaſion, would pretend to 
« deſpiſe the merchandize, that he might have it 
« cheap, and would not be aſhamed of offering 
« twenty piſtoles for it; but I, who act upon ho- 


„ nour, will give forty.” 
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« If Ybaonez had ſaid a hundred, he would not 
have been a juſt appraiſer , ſince the pearls, alone, 
were well worth two hundred crowns. The bravo, 
who had a fellow teeling with him, ſaid to me, 
« You ſee how. fortunate you are in falling into the 
« hands of an honeſt man. Signior Ybagnez va- 
lues every thing, as if he was upon his death bed.” 
« True, replied the broker, and therefore I never 
« riſe or fall a farthing in my price. Well, added 
« he, is it a bargain ? Shall I count out the money 
« to you?“ *© Stay, "—_ the bravo, my friend 
« muſt firſt try on this ſuit of cloaths, which I de- 
« fired you to bring for him. I am miſtaken if they 
will not exactly fit him.” Then the broker, un- 
tying his bundle, ſhewed me a doublet and hoſe, of 
a very good dark coloured cloth, with filver but- 
tons; the whole ſeemingly about half worn. Igotup 
to try this dreſs, which, though too long and too 
large, appeared to theſe gentlemen to have been 
made on purpoſe for me. Ybagnez rated it at ten 
piſtoles ; and as he never abated a ſingle farthing of 
what he aſked, we were obliged to comply with his 
valuation. Accordingly he took thirty piſtoles our 
of his purſe, and ſpread them upon the table; after 
which, he made another bundle of my crown and 
royal robes, which he immediately carried off. 

After he was gone, the bravo ſaid, “l am ver 
well pleaſed with this broker.” And good reaſon 
he certainly had to be ſo: for, I am ſure, he gave 
him at leaſt one hundred piſtoles, by way of grati- 
fication. But he was not ſatisfied with that ſum : 
he took, without ceremony, half the money that lay on 
the table, leaving the other half to me, ſaying, My 
« dear Scipio, with theſe fifteen piſtoles that remain, I 
«adviſe you to quit this city as ſoon as poſſible; 
for, be aſſured, that the archbiſhop will give or- 
« ders to ſearch for you every where. I ſhould be 
extremely mortified, if, after having ſignalized 
* yourſelf by an action, which will do honour to 

2 * your 
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« your hiſtory, you ſhould fooliſhly ſuffer yourſelf 
« to be apprehended and impriſoned.” I replied, 
that I was fully reſolved to leave Seville ; and ac- 
cordingly. after having bought a hat and ſome ſhirts, 
I gained the vaſt and delightful plain that ſtretches 
among vines and olives, to the ancient city of Car- 
mona, and, three days after, arrived at Cordova *, 

&« T lodged at an inn, at the entrance of the great 

uare where the merchants live; and paſſed for a 
youth of good family at Toledo, who tavelled for 
my pleaſure. I was well enough equipped to make 
people believe this (tory, and the landlord was per- 
fectly convinced, by the ſight of ſome piſtoles, 
which I let him fee, as it by accident. It is proba- 
ble, indeed, that my tender years made him ima- 

ine I was ſome little libertine, who had run awa 

— his parents, after having robbed them. He 
did not however ſeem curious to know more than 
what I informed him of the matter; being perhaps 
afraid that his curioſity might make me change my 
lodging. For ſix royals a day, I-lived very well in 
this inn, which was uſually frequented by a great 
deal of company, there being at ſupper in the even- 
ing ſeldom leſs than twelve people at one table. It 
was diverting enough to ſce every one eating, with- 
out ſpeaking a ſyllable, except one perſon, who 
talking inceſſantly, at random, compenſated for the 
filence of the reſt, by his impertinent prating. 
He affected the wit, related ſtories, and endeavoured, 


* Cordova, anciently Corduba, a city of Andaluſia, upon the 
banks of the Guadalaquivir : it was formerly the reſidence of 
the Mooriſh kings. It is famous for having given birth to the 
two Seneca's, the poet Lucan, and the prot general Gonzales. 
The cathedral was anciently a moſque, built by the Moors, af- 
ter the model of Solomon's temple ; and reckoned almoſt equal 
in beauty and magnificence to that of Mecca ; it is ſupported 
by a vaſt number of marble columas. This city is alſo famous 
for the martyrdom of many ſaints, whom the infidels inhuwan- 


ly butchered. | 
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by ſmart ſayings, to divert the company, who fre- 
quently laughed heartily, though not ſo much at 
the brightneſs of his ſallies, as at his ridiculous be- 
haviour, | RL 

For my own part, I paid ſo little attention to the 
diſcourſe of this original, that I ſhould have riſen 
From ſupper without being able to repeat any thing 
he had ſaid, had he not found means to intereſt me 
in his converſation. Gentlemen, ſaid he, (towards 
che end of our repaſt) I have kept for the deſert, a 
molt diverting ſtory : an affair that happened a few 
days ago, at the palace of the archbiſhop of Seville. 
1 had it from a batchelor of my acquaintance, who 
aſſured me, that he was preſent when it happened.” 
&« Theſe words could not fail to diſcompole me; I 
did not doubt but that it was my adventure, which 
he intended to recount : and I was not miſtaken. 
He gave a faithful detail of ie, and even informed 
me of what I did not know; that is, what happen- 
ed inthe hall, after my departure; which you ſhall 
likewiſe hear. | 

«+ Scarce had I betook myſelf to flight, when the 
Moors, who, agreeable to the plan of the pertorm- 
ance, were to carry me off, appeared upon the ſtage, 
with a deſign of ſurpriſing me on the bed of turf, 
where they thought I was aſleep ; but when they 
went to ſeize the king of Leon, they were very 
much aſtoniſhed that they could find neither king 
nor knave. The play was immediately interrupted; 
all the actors were in confuſion ; ſome called me, 
others ſearched for me; one hallowed, and another 
curſed me. The archbiſhop perceiving the perplex- 
ity and commotion that reigned behind the ſcences, 
deſired to know the cauſe of it. A page, who act- 
ed the Gracioſo of the piece, hearing the prelate's 
voice, came forward and ſaid to his grace: My 
lord, you no longer need to fear that the Moors will 
take the king of Leon priſoner; he has eſcaped 
Vol. II. 4 wich 
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* with his royal robes.” *© Heaven be praiſed ! cried 
the archbiſhop, he was much tobe commended foi 
* flying from the enemies of our religion, and eſcape 
ce the . which they had prepared for him. He is 
& doubtleſs, returned towards Leon, the capital of his 
« kingdom ; and I wiſh he may get home, without 
e meeting with any accident. Let no inan purſue him, 
for I ſhould be ſorry if his majeſty received any mor 
« tification on my account.” The prelate after thus 
expreſſing himſelf, ordered my part to be read, and 
the play to be performed. e Ban 


CHAP. XI. 
The continuation of Scipio's hiſtory, . 


21 HILE my money laſted, the landlord 
W treated me with the utmoſt reſpect; but no 
ſooner did he perceive that my finances were exhault- 
ed, than he looked cool upon me, picked a quar- 
rel, and one morning early, deſired me to ſeek for 
new quarters. I quitted his houſe with diſdain, and 
went into a church belonging to the Dominicans, 
where, while J heard maſs; an old Mendicant came 
to aſk alms of me. I took two or three maravedis 
out of my pocket, and giving them to him, ſaid, 
Friend, pray to God to ſend me ſpeedily ſome 
good place: if your prayer is heard, you ſhall not 
repent of your devotion, - and may rely upon my 
rogge 1 70 1 

At theſe words, the beggar viewed me very at- 
tentively, and ſaid with a ſerious air; © What poſt 
would you deſire to have?“ „ could wiſh, ſaid J, 
to be a lacquey in ſome good family.“ He then 
aſked if my occaſions were preſſing. They can- 
not be more ſo, reſumed I : for, if I have not the 
. K . good 
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good fortune to be ſettled very ſoon, there is 
* no medium; I mult either die of hunger or be- 
« come one of your fraternity.” If you are redu- 
* ced to ſuch neceſſity, replied he, you, who 
te are not at all calculated for our buſineſs, muſt 
be in a very dilagreeable ſituation: but were 
* you in the leaſt accuſtomed to our way of 
life, you would prefer it to ſervitude, which 
« 1s certainly inferior to beggary. But ſince you 
« chuſe to be a ſervant rather than to live a free 
and independent lite; as I do, you ſhall have a 
« maſter immediately. Notwithſtanding my ap- 
e pearance, I can be of ſervice to you: therefore, 
come hither to-morrow at the ſame hour.” 

« Determined to be punctual, I returned the next 
day to the fame place, where I had not been long 
before I ſaw the mendicant coming up to me, who 
bid me take the trouble to follow him. I did ſo; 
he conducted me to a cellar, near the church; which 
was the place of his reſidence. We entered his ha- 
bitation; and fitting down upon a bench, which 
had, at leaſt; been an hundred years in ſervice, he 
ſpoke to me as follows: © A good action, as the 
proverb ſays, always finds its recompence : you 
e oave me charity yeſterday, I am therefore deter- 
* mined to procure a place for you; and this, with 
e heaven's permiſſion, I will ſoon perform. I am 
“ acquainted with an old dominican, named father 
Alexis, who is an holy eccleſiaſtic, and a great 
* confeſſor. I have the honour to perform his er- 
* rands, and acquit myſelf in that employment 
<« with ſo much fidelity and diſcretion, that he never 
e refufes to uſe his intereſt in behalf of me and my 
friends. I have ſpoken to him of you in ſuch a 
* manner, that he is diſpoſed to do you lervice 
and I will preſent you to his reyerence whenever 
* you think proper.“ 
es “There 
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There is not a moment to loſe, ſaid 1; let us 
« repair inſtantly to the good friar.” The Mendi- 
cant conſented, and conducted me immediately to 
father Alexis, whom we found in his room; em- 
ployed in writing ſpiritual letters. He interrupted: 
his work to ſpeak to me, and aſſured me, that at. 
the requeſt of the mendicant,. he would intereſt 
himſelf in my behalf. Having been informed, 
* added he, that Signior Balthazar Velaſquez want- 
«ed a lacquey, I wrote: to him this morning in 
your favour ; and he has anſwered; that he will. 
receive you implicitly, on my recommendation, 
Lou may, this very day, go to him from me; he 
*< 1s my penitent, and my friend.“ The monk, on 
this occaſion, exhorted me for the ſpace of tliree- 
quarters of an hour, to perform my duty with fide- 
lity and dihgence. He enlarged particularly on 
the obligation I was under to ſerve Velaſquez with. 
zeal: after which he aſſured me, that he would 
take care to maintain me in my poſt, provided my 
maſter ſhould be ſatisfied with my behaviour. 
Having thanked the monk for his generoſity, 
I, came out of the convent with the mendicant ; 
who informed me that Signior Balthazar Velaſquez. 
was a rich old woollen-draper, of great meekneſs 
and ſimplicity. © I have no doubt, added he, but 
you will be perfectly happy in his family.“ I 
enquired: where the citizen hved; and went imme- 
diately to his houſe, after having promiſed to make 
an acknowledgment to the beggar, as ſoon as ] ſhould. 
become fixed in my place. I entered a large ſhop, 
where two well dreſſed apprentices were walking 
backwards and forwards, in expectation of cuſtom- 
ers; and, aſking if their maſter was at home, told 
them I had a meſſage to him from father Alexis. 
At the mention of that venerable name, I was ſhewn 
into the back ſhop, where the merchant ſat at a bu- 
reau, turning over the leaves of a large W 1 
| . 
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ſaluted him with great reſpect, ſaying, as I advan- 
ced, Signior, I am the perſon whom the reve- 
rend father Alexis recommended to you for a lac- 
quey. “ Hal welcome, my child, ſaid he; that 
holy man's recommendation is ſufficient, I re- 
* ceive thee into my ſervice, in preference to threr 
« or four lacqueys that have been reconimentled 
« to me by other people. It is agreed, thy wa- 
ges commence from this moment“ | 
<« had not been long in the ſervice of this citiaen, 
before I perceived him to be juft ſuch a man as the 
had deſcribed him. His ſimplicity ſeemed 
even ſo great, that I could gothelp thinking I ſhould 
find it difficult to abſtain from playing him ſome 
trick or other. He had been a widower about four 
years, and had two children, a ſon turned of twert- 
ty- five, and a daughter entering her fifteenth year, 
who being brought up by a ſevere duenna, and di- 
rected by father Alexis, walked in the path of vir- 
tue: but Gaſpard e her brother, though 
nothing had been ſpared in his education, had alt 
the vices of a young libertine. He ſometimes lay 
two or three nights abroad; and if, at his return, 
his father preſumed to reprimand him, Gaſpard im- 
poſed ſilence: upon him, with a louder voice that: 
that of the old man. | | 
« Scipio, ſaid the old draper to me one day, 1 
have a ſon, who is the only plague of my lite”: 
he is plunged into all manner of-. debauchery : a 
* circumſtance that greatly ſurprizes me; for his 
* education was by no means neglected. I gave 
e him good maſters, and my friend Alexis hath 
done his utmoſt endeavours to conduct him in 
the right road; but he could not ſucceed : Gal- 
* pard 1s fallen into a ſtate of libertiniſm. Thou wilt 
< tay, perhaps, that I treated him with too much ten- 
derneſs in his youth; and that he was undòne by 
my indulgence: but that was not the caſe ; he 
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.< was always chaſtized when I thought he deſerve? 
to be uſed with rigour : for; good-natured as I am, 
I have reſolution enough, when there is occaſion to 
<« exerciſe it. I have even ordered him to be con- 
<«. fined, and the conſequence was, he became more 
« wicked than he was before. In a word, he has 
«© one of - thoſe evil diſpoſitions, which cannot be 
improved by goodexample, remonſtrances, or chaſ- 
« tiſement. Heaven alone can perform that mi- 
c rale. | 
« If I was not much affected at the grief of this 
% unhappy father, at leaſt I pretended to be ſo. 
« How much are you to be pitied, Sir! ſaid 1; a 
« worthy man, like you, delerves a better ſon.” 
Heaven, ſaid he, my child, is pleaſed to deprive 
ec me of that conſolation. Among other cauſes of 
complaint which Gaſpard gives me, added he, 
« will tell thee in confidence, there is one that 
« makes me extremely uneaſy ; that is the inclina- 
« tion which he has to rob me, and which he too 
« often finds means to ſatisfy, in ſpiteof all my vi- 
« gilance. The 22 whom you ſucceed, was 
an accomplice with him, and for that reaſon dif- 
charged. As for thee, 1 hope thou wilt not ſuffer 
« thyſelf to be corrupted by my ſon ; but eſpouſe 
« my intereſt, as father Alexis has doubtleſs ex- 
ec horted thee.” * That you may rely upon, ſaid I: 
tc his reverence exhorted me a whole hour, to have 
<« nothing in view but your advantage: but I can 
* aſſure you, I required no exhortation of that 
« kind: I feel myſelf diſpoſed to ſerve you faith- 
« fully, and my zeal will manifeſt itſelf upon every 
& occaſion.” 
„He who hears one ſide only, hears nothing. 
| Young Velaſquez, who was a finiſhed beau, judg- 
ing by my phyliognomy, that I would be as caſily 
ſeduced as my predeceſſor, took me aſide into a pr - 


vate place, and ſpoke to me in the following 
terms: 


ES 
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erms: © Hark'ee my lad, I am perſuaded that N 
« father has charged thee to be a ſpy upon my ac- 
« tions : take care of thyſelf : I give thee notice > 
c forehand, that thy employment will be none of the 
e moſt agreeble. If ever I perceive that thou ma- 
” keſt thy remarks upon me, I will cudgel thee to 
« death : but if thou wilt aſſiſt me in cheating 
my father, thou mayſt depend upon my grati- 
« tude, Muſt I be plain with thee ? Thou ſhalt 
« haye a ſhare of the plunder. Make thy choice 
<« therefore, and declare immediately either for the 
« father or the ſon; for I will admit of no neu- 
r 1 
„ Sir, replied I, you are very ſhort with me; 
“and I plainly perceive, that I cannot avoid eſpou- 
« ſing your cauſe, though, in my heart, I feel a re- 
ce ljuctancy to betray Signior Velaſquez.” Thou 
„ oughteſt to make no ſcruple, replied Gaſpard; 
« he is an old miſer, who wants to keep me ſtill in 
* leading. ſtrings 3 & wretch who denies me the 
common neceſſaries of lite, in refuſing to ſup- 
ply me with money for my pleaſures; for 
pleaſures are the neceſſaries of life, at the age of 
twenty five: thou muſt therefore look upon 
« my father in that point of view.” „Enough, 
« Sir, ſaid I; there is no holding out againſt ſo juſt 
« a cauſe of complaint. I offer my ſervice, to ſe- 
« cong you in your laudable undertakings ; but let 
« us conceal our mutual intelligence, that your 
« faithful aſſociate may avoid being turned out of 


« doors. It would not be amiſs, methinks,” for you 


« to pretend to hate me: ſpeak roughly to me be- 
e fore people, and do not ſpare ill language; even 
« a few boxes on the ear, and kicks on the breech, 
« will be properly applied: on the, contrary, the 


more marks of averſion you beſtow upon me, the 


more confidence will Balthazar have in my inte- 


* ority. As for me, I will pretend to avoid your 


con- 
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* converſation; in ſerving you at table, I will 
** ſeem vs Sar myſelf with regret ; and when I 
talk of yo to the apprentices, be not offended if 
J rail againſt you with great bitterneſs.” —_ 
pon honour, cried Velaſquez, I admire thy 
.< gemus, my friend: thou ſheweſt, at thy age, an 
aſtonifning capacity far intrigue, from whence J 
conceive the moſt happy preſage; for I hope with 
aſffiftance, I ſhall not leave my father a ſingle 
tote in his poſſeſſion,” Tou do me great 
* honour, ſaid I, in depending ſo much on my in- 
duſtry: 1 will do my utmoſt endeavour to juſtify 
the good opinion you have conceived of my under- 
** ſtanding ; and, if I fail, I aſſure you it ſhall not be 

< my fau *. ü 

lt was not long before I convinced Gaſpard 
chat I was actually the man he wanted: and this is 
che firſt piece of ſervice I rendered him: Balthazar's 
{trong box ſtood in his chamber, juſt by his bed- 
Aye, and ſerved him to kneel on at his devotions, 
Every time 1 looked at it, my heht was regaled ; 
and.] frequently ſaid to myſelf: My friend Strong 
* Box, muſt thou be always locked to me? Shall 
never have the pleaſure of contemplating thy 
„contents?“ As I went whenever I pleaſed into 
chis chamber, which was forbidden only to Gaſpard, 
J happened one day to perceive his father, who, 
thinking Himſelf unobftrved; after havingopened and 
locked Ys ſtrong box, concealed the key behind a 
Hanging. 4 marked the place well, and imparteg 


„ 
< 437 


my dilcovery to my young maſter, who embraced 
me with Joy, Ahl my dear Scipio! ſaid he, 
* hat à charming diſcovery haſt thou made? Our 
fortune is made, my boy, I will this day furniſh 
<-thiee with wax, with which thou mayeſt take the 
=: impreflion of the key, and put it into my hands. 
*-/]-ſhall eafily find an obliging lockſmith in Cordo- 

Lora. Avg | va; 
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va; in which; thank heaven, there is leſs ſcarcity 
& of rogues, than in any town in Spain. IF: 
« But why, ſald I to Gaſpard, would you make a 
« falſe key, when we can uſe the true one ?” Be- 
& cauſe; replied, he, my father, through ſuſpicion, 
« or ſome other motive; may take it in his head to 
« hide it elſewhere, and therefore it is better to have 
one of our dyn.“ I approved of his caution, and 
ielding to his inclination, prepared for takin 
vielding P taking 
the impreſſion of the key. This was executed 
one morning early, while my old maſter paid a 
viſit to father Alexis, with whom he had uſually 
long converſations. This was not all; I uſed the 
key in opening the box, which being filled with 
large and ſmall bags, threw me into a delightful 
embarraſſment: I did not know which to chuſe, 
ſuch affections did 1 conceive for all of them. How- 
ever; as the fear of being ſurpriſed did not permit 
me to make a long run, Jang, laid hold of one of 
the largeſt at a venture : then, locking the coffer, 
and replacing the key behind the hangings, I quit- | 
ted the chamber with my booty which 1 concealed 
under my bed in a {mall wardrobe, where J lay. 
Having performed this operation ſo ſucceſsfully, 
I ran immediately to young Velaſquez, who waited 
for me in a houſe, where he had appointed to meet 
me; and gave him infinite joy, by informing him 
what | had done. He was lo well ſatisfied; that he 
loaded me with careſſes; and generouſly offered me 
half the money; which was in the bag; which I re- 
fuſed; ſaying, No, no, Sir; this firſt bag is your 
& own ; ule it for your own occaſions: I will ſoon 
& return to the ſtrong box, where, thank heaven, 
& there is money enough for us both,” Three 
days after this, 1 carried off a ſecond bag, contgin- 
ing, as the former did, five hundred crowns, of 
which I would receive only one fourth, notwfth- 
Vor. II. Uu ſtanding 
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3 preſſing inſtances of Gaſpard that it 
fhould be equally divided between us. | 

As ſoon as this youth found himſelf well-ſtock. 
ed, and, conſequently, in a condition to ſatisfy his paſ- 
ſion for women and play, he abandoned himſelf entire- 
ly to both: he had even the misfortune to become ena- 
moured with one of thoſe famous coquets, who devour 
and ſwallow the largeſt patrimonies in a ſhort time; 
and being at an abominable expence on her account, 
laid me under che neceſſity of paying ſuch frequent 
viſits to the ſtrong box, that at length old Velaſquez 
perceived himſelf robbed. Scipio, ſaid he one 
* morning, I muſt tell thee a ſecret: ſomebody has 
t robbed me, my friend; my ſtrong box has been 
opened, and ſeveral bigs taken out: this is a 
<« certain fact. Who mult | accuſe of this theft? Or 
rather, who except my ſon Gaſpard, who has en- 
<« tered my chamber by ſtealth, or been introduced 
e by thee ; for I am inclined to believe thee his ac- 
* complice, though you ſeem to hate each other ſo 
c much. But I will not hearken to my ſuſpicion, 
ec ſince father Alexis hath anſwered for thy fidelity.” 
«© Thank heaven, replied I, I never coveted my 
e neighbour's wealth; and I accompanied the 
lye with an hypocritical grimace,. which ſerved in- 
ſtead of an apology. | 

The old man, it is true, ſaid no more of the 
matter; but he did not ceaſe to include me in his 
ſuſpicion: and, taking his precautions againſt our 
attempts, ordered his ſtrong box to be ſecured by 
another lock, the key of which he always kept in 
his pocket. Thus all commerce. between us and 
the bags being broken, we looked very fooliſh ; eſ- 
pecially Gaſpard, who being no longer able to gra- 
ufy the extfavagance of his nymph, was afraid of 
joling the privilege of viſiting her. He had inge- 
nuity enough, however, to invent an expedient which 
{ſupported his expence a few days longer: and that 

In- 
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ingenious ſhift was, to appropriate to himſelf, by 
. loan, all my ſhare 2 the evacuations which 
I had performed in che ſtrong box. I gave it all, 
to the very laſt piece; and this, I think, may paſs 
for anticipated reſtitution which I made to the old 
merchant, in the perſon of his heir. 

The youth, when he had exhauſted this reſource, 
conſidering that he had no other left, fell into a 
profound and gloomy fit of melancholy, which gra- 
dually diſordered his ſenſes. He conſidered his 
father as the only plague of his life ; he was ſeized 
with the moſt violent deſpair ; and, without heark- 
ening to the voice of Nature, the wretch con- 
ceived the horrible deſign of poiſoning the author of 
his being, He not only communicated this. exe- 
crable project to me, but even propoled that I 
ſhould be the inſtrument of his vengeance. Struck 
with horror at the propoſal, * Sir, ſaid I, is it poſ- 
* ſible that you ſhould be ſo abandoned by heaven, 
as to form this abominable reſolution? What! 
* are you capable of murdering him, to whom you 
&« are indebted for your exiſtence ? Shall it be ſaid, 
that in Spain, in the very boſom of Chriſtianity, 
« a crime was committed, the very idea of which 
“ raiſes horror in the moſt barbarous nations? No, 
*« my dear maſter! added I, falling on my knees be- 
« fore him; no, you will not commit an action 
«* which would juſtly incenſe the whole world againſt 
« you, and be attended with the moſt ignominious 
« puniſhment.” * 

« I ſaid much more to diſſuade Gaſpard from ſo 
horrible an undertaking. I know not where T 
found all the arguments of a virtuous man, which 
I uſed to combat his reſolution : but, certain it is, 
] ſpoke like a doctor of Salamanca, though I was 
then but a boy, and no other than the fon of Coſ- 
colina. In vain, however, did I repreſent to him, 
that he ought to reflect res and courageouſly 
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repel thoſe deteſtable ſentiments which had ta 
poſſeſſion of his ſoul; all my eloquence was in- 
effeftual. He hung his head, and remained in ſul. 
len ſilence: from which I concluded that he would 
not ſwerve from his reſolution, notwithſtanding all 
I could ſay. 1 o 
<« I went therefore and demanded a private conver- 
ſation with my old maſter ; to whom J ſaid, (when 
we were ſhut up in a room together) © Permit me, 
« Sir, to throw myſelf at your feet, and implore 
« your mercy,” 1 then fell down before him in 
great agitation, with my countenance bathed in 
tears. The merchant, ſurpriſed at my proſtration, 
and the diſorder of my looks, aſked me what I had 
done: „A deed, replied I, of which I now hear- 
* tily repent, and with which I ſhall 3 my- 
* ſelf as long as I live. I have been filly enough 
te to liſten to your ſon, and to, aſſiſt him in 
E& ſtealing your money.” In ſhort, I made a 
ſincere confeſſion of all that had paſſed on that oc- 
caſion: after which, I gave him an account of the 
converſation I had with Gaſpard, whoſe deſign [ 
revealed without forgetting the minuteſt circum- 
ance. | 
gad as his opinion of his ſon was, old Velaſ. 
quez could hardly credit my information, the truth 
of which, however, having no reaſon to doubt; 
Scipio, ſaid he, raiſing me, (for J was ſtill on my 
« knees) I forgive thee, in conſideration of the, 
„ important notice thou haſt given mg. Gaſpard, 
« added he, (raiſing his — Gaſpard has a de- 
« ſign upon my life] an ungrateful ſon.! a mon- 
« ſter! who had better been ſtifled in the birth, 
« than permitted to live and become a particide 
What reaſon haſt thoy ta attempt my life? I al- 
low thee a reaſonable annual ſum for thy plea- 
s ſures, and thou art not ſatisfied ? To ſatisfy thee, 
L muſt I permit thee to ſquander away my _ 
„ oe #3" _. . 
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fortune? Having uttered this bitter apoſtrophe 
he enjoined me to keep the ſecret, and ſaid he would 
conſider what was to be done in ſuch a delicate 
gonjuncture. 285 
- 4 ] was very anxious to know what reſolution this 
unfortunate father would take, when that very day 
he ſent for Gaſpard, and ſpoke to him thus, with- 
out manifeſting a tittle of what he had in his head, 
« Son, I have received a letter from Merida, in- 
forming me, that if you are inclined to marry, 
« you may have a maiden of that place, who is but 
« fifteen years old, perfectly handſoine, and miſtreſs 
« of a good fortune; if you have no objection to 
« the marriage, we will ſet out to-morrow at ſun- 
« riſing, for Merida, viſit the lady who is propoſed, 
* and if you find her agreeable to your taſte, you 
4 ſhall eſpouſe her forthwith.” Gaſpard, hearing 
mention made of a good fortune, which he thought 
was already in his clutches, anſwered without heſi- 
tation, that he was ready to undertake the journey : 
ſo that the next morning early, they departed by 
themſelves, mounted on two good mules. 
When they had got as far the mountains of 
Feſira, into a place as much frequented by robbers 
as dreaded by travellers, Balthazar alighted, de- 
firing his ſon to follow his example: the young 
man obeyed, and aſked the reaſon of their quitting 
their mules in that place. * I will acquaint thee, 

 ** anſwered the old man, (darting at him a look, 
© in which his grief and indignation were painted) 
ve have no buſineſs at Merida; and the marriage 
« which I have mentioned, is only a fable 1 invent- 
ed to bring thee hither. I am not ignorant, un- 
< grateful and unnatural fon | I am not ignorant of 
the crime which thou haſt meditated ; I know that 
I am to be preſented with poiſon prepared by thee : 
* bnt, fool that thou arr, doſt thou imagine thou 
$ canſideprive me of my lite, in that manner, with im- 
ion 75+ 3... © o_— 
7 
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* punity ? Miſtaken wretch ! thy guilt would pre. 
* ſently be diſcovered, and thou wouldft periſh by 
the hand of juſtice, There is, added he, a more 
„certain method of ſatiating thy rage, without ex. 
is poſing thyſelf to an ignominious death: we are 
here, without witneſſes, in a place where murders 
are committed daily: ſince thou art fo far 
« eftranged from my blood, plunge thy poignard 
* into my boſom, and the murder will be im- 
„ puted to robbers.” Balthazar then baring his 
breaſt, and pointing to his heart, Here, Gaf. 
„ pard, cried he, ſtrike the mortal blow, and puniſh 
* me for having given being to ſuch a wretch 
„as thee.” "Mr | 

Young Velaſquez, thunderſtruck at theſe words, 
inſtead of ſeeking to juſtify himſelf, fell, without 
ſenſe or motion, at his father's feet. The good old 
man ſeeing him in that condition, which appeared 
to be the beginning of repentance, could not help 
yielding to his paternal tenderneſs, and flying to his 
aſſiſtance: but Gaſpard was no ſooner reſtored 
to the uſe of his reaſon, than, being unable to hear 
the pteſence of a father ſo juſtly incenſed. he made 
an effort to riſe, mounred his mule, and rode off 
without uttering a word. Balthazar permitted him 
to go, and, leaving him to the remorſe of his own 
conſcience, returned to Cordova, where, about ſix 
months after, he was informed that his fon had 
thrown himſelf into the monaſtery of Carthuſians at 
Seville, there to paſs the remainder of his days in 
penitence. | . | 


CHAP. 
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An n. 
The hiftory of Scipio concluded; 


DA example often produces good effects. 
The conduct of young Velaſquez occaſioned 
me to reflect ſeriouſly upon my own : I began to 
oppofe my thieviſh inclinations, and live like an ho- 
neft man. The habit which I had contracted of 
ſeizing all the money I could lay my hands on, was 
ſo much confirmed in me, by repeated acts, that it 
was not eaſily vanquiſhed. I did not, however, 
deſpair of ſueceeding, imagining, that to become 
virtuous, required only a ſincere defire of being 
fo., 1 therefore undertook this great work, and 
heaven ſeemed to bleſs my efforts; I no longer be- 
held the old merchant's ſtrong box with a covetous 
eye; and I ſincerely believe, that, had it been in 
my power, I ſhould not have touched one of his 
bags: I confeſs, however, that it would have been 
very imprudent in him, to put my infant integrity 
to ſuch a proof: and therefore Velaſquez was de- 
termined not to do it. N 
* Don Manriquez de Medrano, a young gentle- 
man, and knight of the order of Alcantara, came 
often to our houſe z we had his cuſtom, and if he 
was not the beſt, he was, at leaſt, the moſt noble of 
thoſe who frequented the ſhop. I had the good 
fortune to pleaſe that cavalier, who, every time 
he met me, encouraged me to ſpeak, and ſeemed 
pleaſed to liſten to what I ſaid. * Scipio, ſaid he, 
one Cay, if I had a lacquey of thy humour, I ſhould | 
think . myſelf in poſſeſſion of a treaſure; and if 
thou hadit not been engaged to a man whom 1 
< eſteem, I would endeavour to debauch thee me 
cc is 
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te his ſervice.” * Sir, replied I; you would find it 4 
& very eaſy taſk ; for | have an inclination to ſerve 
people of quality, that is my moſt earneſt wiſh; 
« I am charmed by their eaſy Behaviour.“ „If 
* that be really the caſe, replied Don Manriquez, 
« ] wilt defire Signior Balthazar to conſent to thy 
« leaving him and coming into my ſervice ; I be- 
& lieve he will not refuſe me that favour.“ indeed: 
Velaſquez granted it the more readily as he did not 
think the loſs of a roguiſh lacquey irreparable : for 
my own part, I was es at the change ; the 
valet of a citizen appearing to me a mere beggar; 
in compariſon to the lacquey of a knight of Al- 
cantara. F 
« To draw a faithful portrait of my new patron, 
I muſt acquaint you that he was a cavalier endow 
with a moſt amiable perſon, and with ſuch ſweet- 
nels of temper and cultivated underſtanding, as 
captivated every body; who knew him: beſides, he 
had great courage and probity, and was deficient 
only 1n fortune : being a younger brother of a fa- 
mily more illuſtrious than rich, he was obliged to 
ſubſiſt at the expence of an old aunt who lived at 
Toledo, and who, loving him as her own ſon, took 
care to furniſh him with what money he wanted; he 
always appeared handſomely dreſſed, and was every 
whete perfectly well received. He viſited the prin- 
cipal ladies of the city, and, among others, the 
marchioneſs of Almenara, a widow of ſeventy-two 
years of age, who, by her engaging behaviour, and 
entertaining wit, allured the whole nobility of Cor- 
dova to her houſe. Men as well as women delight- 
ed in her converſation; and her family was ſtiled 
be polite company. | 
«« My maſter; who was one of that lady's moſt af- 
ſiduous viſitors, came home from her houſe, one 
evening, with an enlivened look that was not na- 
tural to him: upon which 1 ſaid, © Signior, you 
| Pe ” Rem 
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« ſeem to be ſtrangely elevated; may your faithful 
« ſervant preſume.to aſk the cauſe ? Has not ſome- 
« thing extraordinary happened?“ The knight 
ſmiled at the queſtion, and acknowledged he was 
actually engroſſed by a ſerious converſation which 
he had enjoyed with the marchioneſs of Almenara. 
« I heartily wiſh, ſaid I laughing, that the ſuper- 
« annuated toaſt may have — a declaration of 
« love to you,” -*< Jeſting, apart, anſwered he, 
« know, my friend, that the marchioneſs really loves 
« me,” © Chevalier, ſad ſhe to me, I am no ſtran- 
6 per to the ſmallneſs of your fortune, or the no- 
« bility of your birth : 1 have an inclination for 
« you, and am determined to make you eaſy in 
« your circumſtances, by marrying you, as I cannot 
« decently make your fortune in any other manner. 
« I am ſenſible that this marriage will bring upon 
« me the ridicule of the world ; that ſcandal will 
« be very. buſy at my expence; and that, in ſhort, 
I ſhall paſs for an old fool, who could not be ſa- 
« tisfied without another huſband. No matter, I 
« intend to deſpiſe flander, in order to render you 
« happy : all that I fear, added ſhe, is, that you 
may poſſibly have a reluctance to comply with 
© my intentions.“ 

« This, continued the knight, is the ſubſtance of 
her diſcourſe, which ſurpriſed me the more, as ſhe 
« is the moſt virtuous and prudent woman of Cordo- 
« ya; I therefore ſaid I was aſtoniſhed ſhe ſhould do 
© me the honour of offering me her hand; ſhe who 
« had always perſiſted in the reſolution of preſerving 
eher widowhood to the laſt : to this ſhe replied, that 
« having a conſiderable eſtate, the ſhould be glad 
jn her life-time to ſhare it with a man of honour, 
+ whom ſhe eſteemed.” Lou are then, I ſuppoſe, 
e ſaid I, determined to hazard the leap.” © Canſt 
thou doubt it? replied he; the marchioneſs, poſ- 
« ſeſſes immenſe riches, together with excellent 

You, II. 1 . 
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« qualities both of the heart and head; and I muſt 
ce have loſt my ſenſes indeed, if I rejected ſuch an 
% advantageous eſtabliſhment.” 

« I greatly approved of my maſter's intention, ta 
lay hold'of this fair occaſion to make his fortune, 
and even adviſed him to puſh matters expeditiouſ- 
ly, ſo much was I afraid to fee her inclinations 
change. Luckily, the lady, who had the affair 
more at heart than I had, gave ſuch immediate or- 
ders, that the preparations were preſently made for 
her marriage. As ſoon as it was known at Cordo- 
va, that the old marchioneſs of Almenara was going 
to marry young Don Manriquezde Medrano, the wits 
began to amule themſelves at the widow's expence : 
bur in vain did they exhauſt their ſtock of raillery, 
they could not divert her from her reſolution : ſhe 
let the whole city talk, and followed her knight to 
the altar: their nuptials were celebrated with ſuch 
ſplendour as aftorded freſh matter for ſcandal. * The 
bride, ſaid they, might have, at leaſt, for the ſake of 
« decency, ſuppreſſed all pomp and pageantry, 
© which but ill becomes old widows who marry 
young huſbands,” _. 

The marchioneſs, inſtead of appearing aſha- 
med of becoming at her age, the wife of the chevalier, 
indulged herſelt without conſtraint, in the joy which 
ſhe experienced upon this occaſion; ſhe had a grand 
entertainment at her houſe, accompanied by a con- 
cert of muſic, and the feaſt ended in a ball, at 
which were preſent all the nobility of Cordova, 
Towards the concluſion of the ball, our new marri- 
ed couple ſlipt off and met in an apartment, where 
being Rut up with a waiting woman and me, the 

marchioneſs addreſſed herſelf to my maſter, as fol- 
lows: Don Manriquez, this is your apartment; 
* mine is in another part of the houſe; we will pals 
ce the night in ſeparate chambers, and in the day we. 
« will hve together like mother and fon.” The 


knight 
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knight was, at firſt, miſtaken, and imagined the 
lady talked thus, only to engage him to offer ſoft 
violence to her delicacy; thinking, therefore, that 
he ought, out of pure politeneſs, to act the paſſion- 
ate lover, he approached her, and eagerly endea- 
voured to ſcrve her in the capacity = 4 valet de 
chambre: but ſhe, fo far from allowing him to un- 
dreſs her, puſhed him away with a ferious air, ſay- 
ing: * Hold, Don Manriquez ; if you ſuppoſe me 
'U to be one of thoſe amorous old widows who mar- 
« ry again out of frailty, you are miſtaken ; I did 
* not marry you, to make you buy the advantages 
« which you will reap from our contract of mar- 
« riage; theſe are the pure offerings of my heart, and 
« ] exact nothing in return but ſentiments of friend- 
« ſhip.” She then left my maſter and me in our 
apartment, and retired into her own, with her wait- 
ing · maid, peremptorily forbidding the chevalier to 
follow her. 

« After her retreat, we remained a conſiderable 
time, confounded at what we had heard. “ Scipb, 
&« ſaid my maſter, didſt thou ever fee ſuch behaviour 
& as that of the marchioneſs ? What doſt thou think 
« of ſuch a lady?“ © I think, Sir, anſwered J, 
that ſhe has not her fellow : how happy are you 
« in having ſuch a wife! It is like the poſſeſſion of 
« a benefice without cure of fouls.” © For my 
« own part, replied Don Manriquez, I admire a 
«* woman of ſuch an ineſtimable character, and J in- 
« tend to compenſate with all imaginable attention, 
e the ſacrifice which ſhe makes to her delicacy.” 
Having converſed ſome time about the lady, we 
retired to reſt ; I upon a truckle-bed in a wardrobe, 
and my maſter in a pompous bed, which was pre- 
pared for him, where, I believe, in reality, he was 
not ſorry to lie alone, and to be quit for his fear 


only, 
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The rejoicings began again the next day, and the 
ne. married lady appeared in ſuch goood humour, 
s to afford freſh matter for the ſatiriſts. She was 
the firſt to laugh at what they ſaid ; nay, ſhe even 
excited others to laugh, by receiving their ſallies 
with good nature. The knight, for his part, ſeem- 
ed no leſs ſatisfied with his wife; and by the tender 
glances which accompanied his converſation with 
her, one would have imagined that old age was 
his taſte: this happy couple had in the evening a 
new converſation, in which it was agreed that with- 
out diſturbing each other, they ſhould live tor the 
furure, in the ſame manner as before their marri- 
age : I muſt, however, do Don Manriquez the jul- 
rice to ſay, that out of conſideration for his wife, he 
did what few huſbands would have done in his 
ſituation : he deſerted a girl in the city, whom he 
loved, and of whom he was beloved; being de- 
termined, he ſaid, to maintain no commerce which 
would ſeem to inſult the delicate conduct of his wife 
towards him. N 

While he gave ſuch ſtrong marks of gratitude 
to the old lady, ſhe repaid them with uſury, though 
ſhe was ignorant of this behaviour, and made him ma- 


ſter of her ſtrong-box, which was even better repleniſh- 


ed than that of Velaſquez: as ſne had retrenched her 
houſe- keeping during her widowhood, ſhe reſtored 


it upon the lame footing on which it had been in 


the lifetime of her firſt huſband : ſhe increaſed the 
number of her ſervants, and filled her ſtable with 
horſes and mules ; in ſhort, by her generoſity, the 
chevalier, who was before the pooreſt, became the 
richeit knight of Alcantara. You will aſk, perhaps, 
what advantage 1 derived by all this? 1 received 
fifty from my miſtreſs, and one hundred from my 


maſter, who alſo appointed me his ſecretary, with a 


falary of five hundred crowns ; he had even ſo muck 


con- 
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confidence in my integrity, that he created me his 
treaſurer. 

His treaſurer !” cried I, interrupting Scipio with 
a loud laugh. Yes, vir, replied he, with a dry 
& and ſerious air; no leſs than his treaſurer; and [ 
dare venture to fay, that [ acquitted myſelt in that 
employment with honour. It is true, I am per- 
&« haps ſomewhat indebted to caſh ; for, as I took 
* my wages per advance, and quitted the knight's 
« ſervice ſuddenly, it is not impoſſible that I may 
e now be a little in arrears : at any rate, it is the 
e laſt reproach that I have merited, having ſince 
that. time, always acted with probity and juſ- 
* 306” | 
l was therefore, (continued the fon of Coſcoli- 
na, ) ſecretary and treaſurer to Don Manriquez, who 
ſeemed as well ſatisfied with me as I was with him 
when he received a letter from Toledo, acquainting 
him that his aunt Donna Theodora Moſcoſo was at 
the point of death. He ſet out immediately to ſee 
that lady, who had been a mother to him for many 
years; and I accompanied him in this journey, 
with only a valet de chambre and one lacquey. Being 
all mounted on the beſt horſes in our ſtables, we 
preſently got to Toledo, where we found Donna 
Theodora in a condition as gave us hopes that ſhe 
would recover from her diforder, and really our prog- 
noſtic, though contrary to that of an old phyſician 
who attended her, was verified by the event. 
„While the health of our good aunt was re eſta- 
bliſning, leſs, perhaps, by the medicines ſhe took 
than by the preſence of her dear nephew, Mr. 
Treaſurer paſſed his time as agreeably as he 
could, with young people, whoſe acquaintance ſoon 
introduced, him to opportunities of ſpending his 
money. They - ſometimes, carried me to the ten- 
nis court, where they engaged me in play: and 
as I was not ſo expert a gameſter as my maſter 
Don Abel, I more frequeatly loſt than won. I 
con- 
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conceived inſenſibly an inclination for play; and 
if 1:had entirely abandoned myſelf to that paſſion, 
it would, doubtleſs, have compelled me to take 
from our cath, ſome quarters of my allowance per 
advance: but fortunately: for me, love ſaved both 
my own virtue and my maſter's money. One day, 
as I paſſed by the church dei /os Reyes | perceived, 
through a lattice, the cuttains of which were with- 
drawn, a young damſel who ſeemed rather a di- 
vinity than a mortal. I would uſe a term ſtill 
ſtronger, if it was poſſible, to denote the impreſ- 
ſion which the made upon my heart. I made it 
my buſineſs to get intelligence concerning her, and, 
by dint of enquiry, I learned that her name was 
Beatrice, and that ſhe was waiting- maid to Donna 
Julia, ſecond dauę hter of the count de Polan. 

Beatrice, interrupted Scipio with a loud laugh; 
then addreſſing herſelf to my wife, © Beautiful An- 
t tonia, ſaid ſhe, pray look earneſtly at me. Don't 
you think I have the air of a divinity?” * You 
« had at that time, in my eyes, ſaid Scipio to her; 
e and. fince I no longer ſuſpect your fidelity, you 
« ſeem to me more beautiful than ever.“ My fe- 
cretary after ſuch a gallant repartee, thus purſued 
his hiſtory. 

« This diſcovery quite inflamed me; not indeed, 
with an honourable ardour, for I imagined that 
ſhould eaſily triumph over her virtue, by preſents 
capable of ſeducing it; but | judged too ſeverely 
of the chaſte Beatrice. In vain did I offer her, 
by means of mercenary women, my purſe and affec- 
tion; ſhe rejected my propoſals with diſdain, Her 
reſiſtance increaſed my delires. I had recourſe to 
' the laſt expedient, and offered my hand, which ſhe 
accepted, when ſhe was informed that | was ſecre- 
tary and-treaſurer to Don Manriquez. Thinking 
it convenient to cenceal our marriage for ſome 
time, we were wedded privately, in the preſence of 
| | | | Dame 
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Dame Lorena Sephora, governeſs of Seraphina, 
and ſome other domeſtics belonging to the count de 
Polan, As ſoon as I had married Beatrice, ſhe fa- 
cilitated the means of ſeeing and converſing with 
her at night.in the garden, in which I introduced 
myſelf by a little door, of which ſhe gave me the 
key. Never were man and wife happier in each 
other, than Beatrice and I. We waited with equal 
impatience for the hour of rendezvous, ran thither 
with equal eagerneſs; and the time which we ſpent 
together, though it was ſometimes pretty long, al- 
ways appeared too ſhort. 

„One night which was as fatal to me as the 
others had been propitious, I was ſurprized at en- 
entering the garden, to find the little door open, 
I was alarmed by this event, from which I conceiv- 
ed a bad omen, I grew pale and trembled, as if I 
had foreſeen what was to happen; and, advancing 
in the dark towards an arbour where I uſed to con- 
verſe with my wife, I heard the voice of a man. 
I ſtopt ſuddenly, to liſten, and my ear was imme- 
diately faluted with theſe words, Let me not lan- 
guiſh chen, my dear Beatrice | compleat my hap- 
“ pincls, and conſider that your fortune is connect- 
«ed with it.” Inſtcad of having patience to hear 
him further, I thought there was no occaſion for 
knowing more. A jealous fury took poſſeſſion of 
my . and breathing nothing but vengeance, I 
drew my ſword, and ruſhed into the arbour. 
« Ah! cowardly ſeducer, cried I, whoever thou 
* art, thou ſhalt ſooner deprive me of life, than de- 
* prive me of my honour.” I then attacked the ca- 
2 who was talking to Beatrice. He put him-. 
ſelf immediately into a poſture of defence, and fought 
like a man who underſtood the uie of arms much 
better than I, who had only received a few leſſons 
at Cordova. Nevertheleſs, ſwords-man as he was, 
I made a puſh which he could not parry, or _— 
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his foot flipt. - I ſaw him fall; and, believing that 
1 had wounded him mortally, fled as faſt as my 
legs could carry me, without anſwering Beatrice, 
who called me. 

Ves, indeed, interrupted his wife, I called, in 
order to undeceiye him. The cavalier with whom 
I-conyerſed was no other than Don Fernand de 

yva, That nobleman, who loved my mittreſs 

ulia, had formed a reſolution of carrying her of 
by force, imagining it impoſſible to obtain her by 
any other means; and I myſelf had given him a 
meeting in the garden, to concert with him the 
ſteps of that undertaking, on which he aſſured me 
my fortune depended : but in vain did I call my 
huſband ; he ayojded me as if I had been an unfaith- 
ful wife.“ 5 | 

My ſituation was ſuch at that time, reſumed 
Scipio, as to render me capable of committing any 
thing. Thoſe who know by experience what jea- 
Jouſy is, and to what extremes it drives the ſoundeſt 
underſtandings, will not be ſurprized at the difor- 
der it produced in my weak brain. I underwent a 
momentary tranſition from one extreme to another, 
I felt the emotions of hatred ſucceed thoſe of render- 
neſs, which J had entertained for my wife a mo- 
ment before, and ſolemnly ſwore to abandon and 
baniſh her for ever from my memory. Beſides, I 
ſuppoſed I had killed a cavalier ; and being afraid 
of falling into the hands of juſtice, ſuffered that in- 

onceivable anxjety which inceſſantly purſues like a 
ury, the man who has been guilty of a bad action. 
In this horribble ſituation, thinking only how ! 
might eſcape, I did not go home, bur inſtantly 
quitted Toledo, having no other baggage than the 
| cloaths on my back. I had indeed in my pocket 
fixty piſtoles, which were a handſome reſource to a 
young fellow who propoſed to live all his life in 


ſervice. WL 
| 7 l walked 
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« ] walked, or rather ran, all night long; for the 
images of Alguazils, which continually haunted my 
imagination, ſupplied me with new vigour ; and the 
morning ſurprized me between Rodillasand Maqueda. 
When I arrived at this laſt town, finding myſelf a 
little fatigued, I went into the church as ſoon as it - 
was open, and having preferred a ſhort prayer, fat - 
down upon a bench to reſt me. I began to reflect 
upon my preſent ſituation, which indeed was truly 
perplexing ; but I had not time to make long reflec- 
tions. I heard the church echo with two or three 
ſmacks of a whip, which making me conclude that 
a carrier was paſſing, I role immediately, to ſee 
whether I was miſtaken ; and when I got to the 
door, perceived one, who being mounted on a 
mule, led two more in a leaſh. ** Stop, my friend, 
| ſaid I; where are theſe mules a-going ?” „To Ma- 
drid, anſwered he. I have brought hither two 
good Dominican monks, and am going back by 
mylelf.” * 

The opportunity that offered of travelling to 
Madrid, inſpired me with an inclination to go thi- 
ther, I made a bargain with the carrier, mounted 
one of his mules, and we puſhed forward tor Illeſ- 
cas, where we were to lodge. We had hardly got 
out of Maqueda, when the carrier, who was a man 
between thirty-five and forty years of age, thunder- 
ed out church-ſinging with vaſt vociteration : he 
began with the prayers which the canons ſing at 
matins ; he then ſung the Credo, as it is ſung at 
high maſs ; and paſling on to veſpers, pronounced 
them, without even ſparing the Magnficar, Though 
the fellow almoſt ſtunned me with his noiſe, I could 
not help laughing, and even encouraged him to pro- 
ceed, when he was obliged to ſtop and recover 
breath. Courage, friend, ſaid I, prithee go on; 
if heaven hath given you good lungs, I fee you 
make no bad ule of them.” No indeed, cried he, 

Vol. II. , | I am 
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Jam not, thank heaven, like the moſt part of car. 
riers, who ſing nothing but infamous or impious 
ſongs: I would not even repeat ballads made upon 
our wars with the Moors; for theſe are things at 
leaſt frivolous, if they are not wicked.” „ You 
have, faid I, a purity of heart ſcldom to be met 
with among muleteers: with this extreme delicacy 
in the choice of your ſongs, have you likewiſe made 
a vow of chaſtity, with regard to the young wenches 
who live at the inns upon the road?“ „ Certainly, 
replied he. Continence is another thing on which 
I pique myſelf in theſe fort of places, where | think 
of nothing but my mules.” I was a little aſtoniſh- 
ed to hear this phœnix of carriers talk in tuch a 
manner: and looking upon him as a man of ho- 
neſty and diſcretion, entered into a converſation 
with him, after he had ſung till he was weary. 

« We arrived at Illeſcas in the duſk of the even- 
ing, where, alighting at an inn, I left the care of 
the mules to my companion, and went into the 
kitchen, where i ordered the landlord to prepare us 
a good ſupper. This he promiſed to do fo effec- 
tually, that I ſhould remember I had lodged ar his 
houſe as long as I ſhould live. Aſk, ſaid he, aſk 
your carrier what fort-of a man I am, By Jove, I 
defy all the cooks of Madrid and Toledo to make 
an Olia podrida equal to thoſe which I compoſe. | 
will regale vou this night with a ragout of rabbits 
dreſſed in my manner, and you ſhall ſee whether I 
have not reaſon to boaſt of my abilities.“ Then 
ſhewing me a ſauce-pan, wherein there was (as he 
ſaid) a young rabbit already minced : © There, added 
he, is what I intend to give you. When I have 
— in ſome pepper, falt, wine, a handful of ſweet 

rbs, and other ingredients which I uſe in my 
fauces, I hope to ſerve you, in a little time, with 
a ragout worthy to appear before my lord Judge. G 
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« The landlord, after having thus made his own 
elogium, began to dreſs ſupper; and while it was 
doing, I went into the hall, where finding a kind of 
per, I lay down, to fleep off my fatigue, having 
had no reſt the preceding night. In two hours 
the carrier wakening me, ſaid, * Maſter, your 
ſupper is ready; come, if you pleaſe, and partake 
of it.“ There was a table in another room with 
two covers, at which my fellow-traveller and I 
fitting down, the ragout was ſerved. I attacked it 
with a greedy appetite, and found it of an exquiſite 
reliſh. 1 know not whether hunger made me judge 
too favourably of it, or that my ſatisfaction was 
the effect of the cook's ſkill. We had alſo a plate 
of roaſt mutton z- and I, obſerving that the carrier 
did honour to this laſt diſh only, atked why he ab- 
ſtained from the other. He anſwered with a ſmile, 
that he was not fond of ragouts. This reply, or ra- 
ther the ſmile with which it was accompanied, ap- 
pearing myſterious to me, You conceal, jaid [, 
« the real reaſon that hinders you from eating the 
e ragout; pray do me the pleaſure of letting me 
© know it.” Since you are ſo curious to know 
„it, replied he, I will inform you, that I have 
„ loathed all theſe forts of ragouts, ſince I once 
« went from Toledo to Cuenga, where they brought 
e me tor ſupper, at an inn, a haſhed cat inſtead of 
* a rabbit, and that gave me a diſguſt at all 
* fricaſſees.” 

The carrier had no ſooner uttered theſe words, 
than in ſpite of mv extreme hunger, my appetite 
ſuddenly forſook me. I took it in my head, that | had 
eaten of an imaginary rabbit, and could no longer 
look at the ragout without making wry faces. My 
companion did not remove this conjecture, hen he 
told me, that it was a common thing among the 
inn-keepers of Spain, as well as the paſtry-cooks, 
to ſubſtitute that grid pro gum, This converſation, 

+ you 
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you ſee, was very conſoling: and therefore I had 
not the leaft inclination to return to the ragout, nor 
even to touch the roaſt meat, leſt the mutton might 
be as much ſophiſticated as the rabbit. I roſe from 
table, curſing the ragout, the landlord, and his 
inn; and lying down again upon my ſettee, paſſed 
the remainder of the night more quietly than [ had 


expected. Early the next morning, after having 


paid the landlord as handſoinely as if I had been 
extremely well entertained, | departed from Illeſ- 
cas, my imagination till ſo full of the ragout, 
that I fancied every animal which 1 beheld was a 
cat.” | 
A arrived in good time at Madrid, where, as ſoon 
as I had ſatisfied my carrier, I hired a {mall fur- 
niſhed room near the ſun-gate. Mine eyes, though 
accuſtomed to ſee people of quality, were dazzled 
by the great concourſe of noblemen, who uſually ap- 
peared in the court-end of the town. I admired the 
aſtoniſhing quantity of coaches, and the infinite 
number of gentlemen, pages, and lacqueys, who 
attended the great. My admiration increaſed, when, 

ing to the ey levee, | beheld that monarch 
ſurrounded by his courtiers. I was charmed at 
the ſight, and ſaid within myſelf, I am no longer 
« ſurpriſed at what | have heard, that it is impoſſi- 
e ble to conceive the magnificence of the court of 
Madrid, without ſeeing it: I am rejoĩced at my 
* coming hither, where | foreſee I ſhall be able ta 


_ - perform ſomething.” All that I could do, however, 


was to contract a few uſeleſs acquaintances. I gra- 
dually ſpent all my money, and thought myſelf 
very fortunate in having an opportunity of beſtow- 
ing myſelf with all my merit upon a * of Sa- 
lamanca, whom a Kamy affair had brought to 


Madrid, where he was born, and with whom I ac- 


cidentally became acquainted. I was his — 
an 
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and when he returned to the univerſity, I attended 
him thither, 

The name of my new patron was Don Ignacio de 
Ipigna; he aſſumed the Don, having been preceptor 
to a duke, who, by way of recompence, ſettled up- 
on him a penſion for life; he enjoyed another as 
emeritus proteſſor of the college; and he drew year- 
ly from the public, a revenue of two or three hun- 
dred piſtoles, by the books of dogmatical morality 
which he printed. The manner.in-which he com- 

ſed his works deſerves honourable mention, He 
ipent almoſt the whole day in reading Hebrew, 
Greek, and Latin authors, and in writing upon 
ſmall pieces of paper every apothegm or brilliant 
thought which he met with. As thele pieces were 
filled, he employed me to ſtring them upon wire, in 
the form of a garland, and each garland made a 
volume. What a variety of bad books did we 
compoſe ! almoſt every month we completed two 
volumes, and immediately the preſs groaned with 
them. But what, was the moſt ſurpriſing, he pub- 
liſhed thele compilations as performances entirely 
new ; and if the critics thought proper to cenſure 
him with having pillaged the ancients, he would an- 
ſwer with the moſt haughty aſſurance Furto læta- 
mur in 1pſo. : | 

« He was alſo a great commentator ; and there 
was ſo much erudition in his annotations, that he 
frequently made remarks on things that were hard- 
ly worthy to be obſerved ; and. ſometimes wrote 
upon his ſquare pieces of paper, paſſages from He- 
ſiod and other authors, very little to the purpoſe. 
That I improved my underitanding in the ſervice 
of this virtuoſi, it would be ungrateful in me to de- 
ny. I brought my hand-writing to perfection, by 
tranſcribing his performances. He treated me like 
a pupil, rather than a valet, and took care to cul- 
Uvate my capacity; he was alſo far from neglect- 
ing my morals. * Scipio,” would he lay, y_ — 

car 
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heard of any piece of knavery committed by a 
ſervant, © beware, my lad, of following the example 
* of that rogue; a valet ought to ſerve his matter 
{© with — 7 fidelity and zeal.“ In a word, Don 
Ignacio loſt no occaſion of inculcating vi, tuous 
ſentiments in me; and his exhortations were not 
in vain, for 1 was never in the leaſt tempted to 
play him a trick during the fifteen months that J 
continued with him. 
have already obſerved, that Doctor de Ipigna 
was originally of Madrid, where he had a kinſwo- 
man named Catalina, chamber - maid to the prince's 
nurſe. This waiting-maid, who is the ſame whom 
TI fince made uſe of to procure Signior de Santil- 
lane's enlargement from the tower of Segovia, be- 
ing deſirous of doing a good office for Don Igna- 
cio, engaged her miſtreſs to aſk a henefice for him 
from the duke of Lerma. That miniſter granted 
him a nomination to the archdeaconry of Grenada, 
which, being a conquered country, 1s 11 the gitt of 
the king. We ſet out for Madrid as foon as we 
received this intelligence, the doctor intending to 
thank his benefactreſſes before he departed to Gre- 
nada. I had more than one opportunity of ſeeing 
and ſpeaking to Catalina, who was pleaſed with my 
eaſy air and ſprightly diſpoſition. For my own 
part, I found her ſo agreeable to my taſte, that I 
could not help making ſuitable returns to the little 
marks of friendſhip which ſhe beſtowed upon me. 
In fine, we contracted a mutual attachment. For- 
give this confeſſion, my dear Beatrice; as I believed 
you falſe, that miſtake ought to defend me from 
your reproaches. | 

In the mean time Doctor don Ignacio preparing 
for his departure to Grenada, his relation, and I, 
frightened at the approaching ſeparation, had re- 
courſe to an expedient, which preſerved us from 


that misfortune. I feigned mylelt ſick, 3 
c 
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ed of my head and breaſt, and affected all the ſymp- 
toms of a moſt violent diſorder. My maſter or- 
dered a phyſician, Who, having carefully examined 
me, ſincerely owned, that my diltemper was a 
very ſerious matter; and that, in all probability, I 
ſhould keep my chamber a long time. The doc- 
tor, impatient to be at his cathedral, d:d not think 
proper to delay his departure, but took another 
young man 4nto his ſervice, leaving me to the care 
of a nurſe, with whom he depoſited a ſum of money, 
to detray the expence of my funeral it | ſhould die, 
or to recompence my ſervice if I ſhould recover 
from my malady. 
As ſoon as I underſtood that Don Ignacio was 
gone, all my complaints vanithed. I got out af 
bed, diſmiſſed my phyſician, who poſſeſſed fo much 
penetration, 'and got rid of my nurſe, who ſtole 
above half the money with which ſhe had been 
entruſted in my behalf. While I acted this part, 
Catalina performed another farce with her miſtreſs 
Donna Anna de Guevara, whom, by perſuading her 
that I was admirable in intrigues, ſhe induced 
to choole me for one of her agents. Madam nurſe, 
whom her avarice always ſtimulated to new under- 
takings, having occaſion for ſuch people, received 
me into her family, and in a ſhort time put my 
abilities ro the proof. She gave me commiſſions 
which required fome addreſs; and, without vanity, 
I did not acquit myſelf amiſs. She was therefore 
as well pleated with me, as I had reaſon to be diſ- 
ſatisfied with her. This lady was ſo covetous, that 
ſhe would not allow me the leatt ſhare of the 
fruits which ſhe reaped irom my induſtry and trou- 
ble. She thought ſhe acted with great generoſity 
in paying my wages punctually. This exceſs of 
avarice would ſoon have induced me to quit her 
ſervice, had I not been retained by the affection of 
Catalina, which kindling every day more and -— 
1 e 
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ſhe propoſed, in a formal manner, that I ſhould 
marry her. | 

“ Softly, my dear, ſaid I ; that ceremony cannot 
« be performed between us ſo ſoon. I muſt firſt be 
« convinced of the death of a young woman who 
got the ſtart of you, and to whom, for my ſins, I 
am married,” © Not you indeed, replied Cata- 
« lina; you ſay this only to conceal in a polite man- 
, ner the reluctance you have to wed me.“ In vain 
did I proteſt that J fpoke the truth. She looked 
upon my fincere confeſſion as an evalion, and, be- 
ing offended at it, changed her behaviour towards 
me. We did not, indeed, quarrel, but our correſ- 
pondence viſibly cooled, and we no longer retained 
for each other any other ſentiments than thote of de- 
cency and common regard. | 

« At this juncture, I was informed that Signior 
Gil Blas de Santillane, ſecretary to the prime mini- 
ſter of the Spaniſh monarchy, wanted a lacquey : 
and this place flattered me the more, as it was re- 
preſented the moſt agreeable one that I could poſ- 
ſels. © Stgnior de Santillane, ſaid people, is a per- 
e fon beloved by thedukeof Lerma, and conſequent- 
ly cannot fail of puſhing his fortune a great way: 
« beſides he is very generous; fo that, in mana- 
é ging his affairs, you will effectually improve your 
« own.” I did not neglect this opportunity. I 
went immediately, and preſented myſelf to dignior 
Gil Blas, for whom at firſt ſight I felt a growing 
inchnation, and who admitted me into his ſervice, 
on account of my phy ſiognomy. I did not heſitate 
in quitting the nurſe for him; and, if it be the will 
of heaven, he ſhall be my laſt maſter.” 

Here Scipio finiſhed his hiſtory ; then, addreſſing 
himſelf to me, © Signior de Santillane, faid he, bear 
« witneſs for me to theſe ladies that you have al- 
« ways found me a zealous and faithful ſervant. I 
« have occaſion for your teſtimony to convince them 


that 
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« that the ſon of Coſcolina has purged his morals, 
« and that virtuous ſentiments have ſucceeded his 
« vicious inclinations.” 

« Yes, indced, ladies, ſaid I, this is what I can 
« anſwer for: if Scipio in his childhood was a 
« real Picaro, he has corrected his conduct ſo com- 
« pletely ſince that time, that he is now the model 
« of a perfect ſervant. So far from having cauſe to 
« complain of his. behaviour, I muſt acknowledge 
« that I am under great obligations to him. The 
night on which I was apprehended, to be carried 
« to the tower of Segovia, he ſaved from pillage, 
« and ſecured a part ot my effects, which he might, 
« with impunity, have appropriated to himſelf. He 
« not only preſerved my money, but alſo, from 
« pure friendſhip, ſhut himſelf up with me in pri- 
« ſon, preferring the melancholy pleaſure of parta- 
king my ſorrows to all the delights of liberty. 
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CHAP. I. 


Sil Blas enjoys a greater ſhare of happine/i than he had euer expe- 
rienced before, which is diſturbed by a melancholy event. Some 
changes happen dt court, which induce Santillane t6 go thither 


again, 


FT HAVE already obſerved, that there was great 

harmony ſubſiſting between Antonia and Bea- 
trice.z the one being accuſtomed to live like a ſub- 
miſſive waiting-woman, and the other 22 


* herſelf to act the miſtreſs. Scipio and I were huſ- 


bands of too amorous a complexion, and too well 
cheriſhed by our wives, to be long without children: 
they grew pregnant almoſt at the ſame time. Bea- 
trice, who was the firſt delivered, brought into the 
world a girl; and a few days after, Antonia crown- 
ed my happineſs in producing a fine boy. I ſent 
my ſecretary to Valencia with this piece of news for 
the governor, who came to Lirias, with Seraphina, 
and the marchioneſs of Pliego, to be ſponſors to the 
children; being pleaſed to add this token of affec- 
tion to thoſe I had already received. My ſon, whoſe 
god-father and god-mother were that nobleman and 
the marchioneſs, was named Alphonſo; and my 
lady governeſs, willing that I ſhould have the ho- 
nour of being doubly her goſſip, ſtood with me for 
Scipio's daughter, to whom we gave the name of Se- 
— 8 
Not only my own family were rejoiced at the 
birth of my ſon; the inhabitants of Lirias 4 
cele- 


celebrated it by feaſts, which ſhewed that the whole 
village partook of their maſter's pleaſure, But, 
alas ! our rejoicings were but of ſhort duration: 
or rather, they were ſuddenly converted into groans, 
complaints, and lamentations, by an event which 
upwards of twenty years have not been able to make 
me forget, and which will ever be preſent to m 
thoughts : my ſon died, and his mother, though 
ſafely delivered, ſoon followed him; a violent fever. 
deprived me of my dear wife, fourteen months after 
we had been married. Let the reader conceive, if 
poſſible, the ſorrow with which I was ſeized. T 
junk into a ſtate of ſtupid dejection; and felt my 
loſs fo ſeverely, that I ſeemed quite inſenſible. I 
was in this condition five or ſix days, during which, 
I would take no ſuſtenance ; and, had it not been 
for Scipio, I believe I ſhould either have died of 
bunger, or have loſt my reaſon entirely ; but that 
dexterous ſecretary found means to beguile my grief, 
by conforming himſelf to it: he made me ſwallow 
broths, by the art of preſenting them with ſuch 
a melancholy look, as it he gave them not ſo much 
with a view of preſerving my life, as of nurſing 
my affliction, 5 
This affectionate ſervant, having written to Don 
Alphonſo, to acquaint him with my misfortunes, 
and the deplorable ſituation in which 1 then was, 
that tender and compaſſionate nobleman, that gene- 
rous friend, repaired immediately to Lirias, I can- 
not, without being greatly affected, recal the mo- 
ment in which he preſented himſelf to my view: 
« My dear Santillane, ſaid he, (embracing me) I 
am not come hither to conſole you; I am come 
* to mourn with you, for Antonia, as you would 
„ mourn with me, had fate robbed me of my Sera- 
phina.“ He indeed ſhed tears, and mingled his 
ſighs with mine: ſo that, overwhelmed as 1 was 
| Z 72 with 
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with ſorrow, I had a lively ſenſe of Don Alphonſo's 
goodneſs. 5 8 
This governor, having had a long conference 
with Scipio, about the means of vanquiſhing my 
grief; they concluded that I muſt, for a time, be 
removed from Lirias, where every thing recalled 
inceſſantly to my mind the image of my poor Anto: 
nia; Don Czſar's ſon propoſed therefore to carry 
me with him to Valencia, and he was ſo well ſe— 
conded by my ſecretary, that I yielded to his pro- 
poſal. I left Scipio and his wife at my houſe, every 
part of which ſerved only to augment my affliction, 
and ſet out with the governor. When I arrived at 
Valencia, Don Cæſar and his daughter-in-law, 
neglected nothing'to divert my chagrin ; they enter- 
tained me by turns, with all the 'amuſements that 
ſeemed calculated to diſpel it; but, in ſpite of all 
their endeavours, I continued in the moſt profound 
melancholy. It was not Scipio's fault, that I did 
not reſume my tranquillity : he frequently came 
from Lirias to Valencia, to inquire after my health, 
and returned ſad or chearful, as he perceived me 
more or leſs diſpoſed to receive conſolation. 
One morning, when he entered my chamber, 

& Sir, ſaid he with great emotion, there 1s a report 
« in the city, which intereſts the whole kingdom; it 
“js ſaid that Philip the Third is no more, and that 
„the prince his fon has aſcended the throne; ray, 
tc more, added he, that the cardinal duke of Lerma 
4e 1s diſmiſſed, that he is even forbid the court, and 
« that Don Gaſpard de Guzman “, count d'Oliva- 


* Don Gaſpard de Guzman, duke of St. Lurar de Barame- 
da, and count d'Olivarez, upon the death of Philip the Third, 
and the diigrace of the Cardinal duke. of Lerma, became prime 
miniſter to Philip the Fourth; Ind enjoyed, at the fame time, 
the employments of great chamberlaiu, high chancellor of ihe 
Indies, treafurer-general of Aragon, ſupreme counſellor of 
tare, chief maſter of the horſe, captain general of the whole 
Spanith cavalry, and governor of Guipucoa. 
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© rez, is now the prime miniſter.” I was greatly 
agitated by this piece of intelligence, without 
knowing, the reaſon ; and Scipio, perceiving it, aſk- 
ed if | was in any manner affected by this great 
change. Why ſhould it affect me, child? ſaid 
« ]: I havequitted the court, and ought to look 
« with a total indifference upon all the changes that 
« can happen there.” 

« Fora man of your age, replied the ſon of Coſ- 
e colina, you are very much detached from the 
« world ; were I in your ſituation, I ſhould have 


an earneſt deſire to go to Madrid, and thew my 


« face to the young monarch, to ſee if he would 
« remember me: this is a pleaſure in which I ſhould 
% certainly indulge myſelf.” * I underſtand thee, 
« ſaid I, thou wouldſt have me return to court, 
e and once more try my fortune, or rather to grow 
e ambitious and covetous again.” * Why ſhould 
« your morals be corrupted ? anſwered Scipio; 
have greater confidence in your own virtue; I 
will anſwer for your conduct; the ſagacious re- 
« fleftions which you made upon the court, during 
« your diſgrace, will ſcreen you from the perils of 
eit: re-embark boldly upon a ſea, the ſhelves of 
« which you are ſo well acquainted with.” Peace, 


* flatterer, ſaid I, (interrupting him with a ſmile,) 


« art thou weary of ſeeing me enjoy a life of tran- 
> _ ? I thought thou hadlt a greater regard 
for my repoſe.” 

In this part of our converſation, Don Cæſar and 
his fon arriving, confirmed the news of the king's 
death, as well as the duke of Lerma's misfortune : 
they alſo informed me, that this miniſter having re- 
queſted leave to return to Rome, could not obtain 
ir, and he was ordered to repair to his marquiſate 
at Denia ; then, as if they had been in concert with 
my ſecretary, they adviſed me to repair to Madrid, 
and preſent myſelf to the new king, _ was 
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known to him, and had even done him ſuch ſervice 
as the great always willingly reward. * For my own 
<* part, ſaid Don Alphonſo, I doubt not but he will 
« be grateful, and that Philip the Fourth will pay 
< the debts of the prince of Spain.” “] am of the 
e ſame opinion, ſaid Don Cæſar, and look upon 
< Santillane's journey to court as an excellent op- 
< portunity for him to arrive at great prefer- 
„ ment.” 
Really, gentlemen, ſaid I, you do not conſider 
& what you ſay ; to hear you talk, one would ima. 
« vine ] had nothing to do but repair to Madrid, 
jn order to have the golden key, or ſome govern- 
« ment, conferred upon me: you are certainly miſ- 
taken; I am, on the contrary, perſuaded that 
« the king would take no notice of my perſon, 
« were I to preſent mylelf to his view : I will do 
« it, if you defire it, in order to conyince you of 
your error,” The noblemen of Leyva took me 
at my word, and I could not avoid promiſing that 
1 would immediately ſet out for Madrid. As ſoon 
as my ſecretary ſaw me determined on the journey, 
he felt an immoderate joy: he imagined that 1 
ſhould no ſooner appear before the new monarch, 
chan that prince would diſtinguiſh me in the croud, 
and load me with wealth and honours : thereupon, 
feeding his fancy with the moſt ſplendid chimeras, 
he raiſed me to the firſt offices of the ſtate, and pre- 
ferred himſelf by che help of my elevation. | 
I prepared therefore to return to court, not with 
a view of ſacrificing again to Fortune, but to ſatis- 
fy Don Cæſar and his ſon, Who way OW that I 
ſhould ſoon poſſeſs the favour of my ſovereign. I 
acknowledge that | alſo felt at bottom ſome de- 
fire of trying if the young prince would know me 
in: attracted by this emotion of curioſity, with. 
out hope or defign of reaping any advantage from 
the new reign, I departed, with Scipio for 444 
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drid, leaving the care of my houſe to Beatrice, who 
was a moſt excellent œconomiſt. 


ENA£ © 


Gil Blas arrives at Madrid, and appears at ccurt; the king ve- 
members him, and recommends him to his prime minijlir. Thy 
conſequence of that recommendation. 


E arrived at Madrid in leſs than eight days, 
Don Alphonſo having accommodated us 
with two of his beſt horſes, that we might be the 
more expeditious ; and we alighted at a furniſhed 
houſe where I lodged before, belonging to Vincent 
Forrero, my old landlord, who was rejoiced to ſee 


me again. 

This being a man, who piqued himſelf upon 
knowing every thing that happened, both at court 
and city, I aſked if there was any thing new. A 
great many things, anſwered he, ſince the death of 
Philip the Third, the friends and partizans of the 
* cardinal duke of Lerma, have exerted themſelves 
to maintain his eminency in the miniſtry ; but 
their efforts have been ineffectual: the count 
* I'Olivarez has got the better of them all. It is 
* ſaid that Spain will loſe nothing by the change, 
and that the new prime miniftcr has a genius of 
* ſuch amazing extent, that he is able to govern the 
** whole world: heaven preſerve him. It is, how- 
* ever, certain, added he, that the people have 
* conceived the higheſt opinion of his capacity; 
and we ſhall ſee, in the end, whether the duke of 
* Lerma's place is well ſupplied.” Forrero having 
thus opened, gave me an account of all the changes 
which had been made at court, fince the count d'Oli- 
varez ſteered the helm of the monarchy, 
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Two days after my arrival at Madrid, I went to 
court in the afternoon, and, placed myſelt in the 
king's way, as he went into his cloſet : but he did 
not look at me: I went the next day to the ſame 
place, but was not more fortunate. The third 
time, he caſt his eye upon me, as he paſſed, but 
ſeemed to take no notice of my perſon , I therefore 
came to a determination, and ſaid to Scipio, who 
accompanied me, * Thou ſeeſt that the king does 
ce not remember me, or if he does, has no inclination. 
& to renew the acquaintance : I believe it will not be 
c amiſs for us, to ſet out upon our return to Valen- 
« cia.“ „Not fo faſt, Sir, replied my ſecretary ; 
« you know, better than I can inform you, that ſuc- 
« ceſs at court 1s only to be obtained by patience : 
« do not ceaſe ſhewing yourſelf to the prince by your 
<« perſeverance in appearing before him, you will 
“ oblige him to conſider you more attentively, and 
ce recal the features of his agent with the fair Ca- 
&« talina.“ 

That Scipio might have nothing to reproach me 
with, I had the complaiſance to continue the ſame 
conduct, for the ſpace of three weeks; and, at 
length, the monarch, ſtruck with my appearance, 
ordered me to be called in; and I entered his cloſet, 
not without ſome confuſion, to find myſelf tte-d. 
tete with my ſovereign. * Who are you? ſaid he; 
« | remember your face, but cannot recollect where 
] have ſeen you.” “Sir, anſwered I trembling, 1 
te had the honour to conduct your majeſty one night, 
« with the count de Lemos, to the houſe of ——” 
« Oh! 1 remember it, ſaid the prince, you was ſe- 
« cretary to the duke of Lerma, and, it I am not 
ce miltaken, your name is Santillane; | have not for- 
« got that you ſerved me with great zeal upon that 
« occaſion, and that you was very ill-rewarded for 
« your pains: was not you impriſoned for that 
« adventure?” Les, Sir, replied I, ſix months 
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in the tower of Segovia, from whence your goods 
i nels delivered me.” That, ſaid he, does not 
« acquit me of the obligation; it is not enough to 
« ſet you at liberty, I ought to reward you for the 
« ſufferings which you have endured on my ac- 
count.“ 

Juſt as the prince had pronounced theſe words, 
the count d' C livares entered the cloſet. A favourite 
is alarmed at every thing: he was aſtoniſhed to find 
a ſtranger there: and the king added to his ſur- 
prize, in ſaying to him: © Count, I recommend 
« this young man to you; find him ſome kind of 
e employment, and take care of his advancement.” 
The miniſter affected to receive this order with a 
gracious look, eying me from head to foot, and ex- 
tremely anxious to know who I was. © Go, friend, 
« ſaid the monarch to me, (making a ſign for me 
&« to retire) the count will not fail to employ you ad- 
« yantageoully, both for my ſervice, and your own 
e jntereſt,” 

I immediately quitted the cloſet, and rejoined 
the ſon of Coſcolina, who, amazingly impatient to 
know what the king had ſaid to me, remained in 
the utmoſt agitation. He aſked me earneſtly, 
whether we mult return to Valencia, or re- 
main at court? Thou ſhalt judge,” ſaid I: I 
then rejoiced him much, in recounting to him, word 
for word, the ſhort converſation which I had with 
the king. My dear maſter, ſaid Scipio to me, 
* will you diſtruſt my almanacs again? conteſs 
that the lords of Leyva and I were not to blame, 
in exhorting you to take a trip to Madrid. I al- 
* ready ſee you in ſome eminent poſt, you will be- 
come the Calderona of count d'Olivares.“ That 
is not what I with, ſaid 1; I have no ambition 
for a place, environed with ſo many precipices. I 
would rather accept an employment in which I 
* ſhould have no occaſion to do injuſtice, or carry 
Vol. II. 3A on 
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* on a ſhameful traffic of my prince's favours : af- 
ter the uſe I have made of my paſt credit, I can- 
not be too much upon my guard againſt ava- 
rice and ambition.” “Come, Sir, replied my 
* ſecretary, the miniſter will give you ſome ex- 
© cellent poſt, the duties of which you may perform 
* without cealing to be an honeſt man.“ 

More urged by Scipio than by my own curioſity, 
I went the next day to the houſe of Count d'O- 
livares, before ſun-riſe, having been informed that 
every morning, whether in ſummer or winter, he gave 
audience by candle. light. I modeſtly took my ſta- 
tion in the corner of the hall, from whence I nar- 
rowly obſerved the count when he appeared; for! 
had but a ſuperficial view of him in the King's cloſet: 
he was taller than the middle ſize, and might have 
paſſed for a fat man, in a country where only lean 
people are ſeldom ſeen : his ſhoulders were ſo high, 
that I thought him hunch-backed, though in reality 
he was not ſo : his head, which was immoderately 
large, hung down upon his breaſt : his hair was 
black and ſtraight, his viſage long, his complexion 
of an olive colour, his mouth ſunk in, and his 
chin peaked and pointing upwards at the end“. 

All this together could not make a very hand- 
ſome appearance; nevertheleſs, as I believed him 
to be well diſpoſed towards me, I looked upon him 
with a favourable eye, and even thought him agree- 
able. Indeed he treated every body with an affa- 
ble and pleaſing air, and very graciouſly received 
the memorials which were preſented to him : and 
this ſeemed to ſupply the place of a good perſon. 
But when I advanced, in my turn, to ſalute him, 
and make myſelf known, he darted a rude and me- 
nacing look at me; then turning his back, without 


* It was perhaps on account cf this his diſagreeable figure 
that he uſually gave audience from his coach, or received pec- 
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deigning to hear me, returned into his cloſet. 7 
now thought him more ugly than he really was, and 
went out of the hall very much confounded at ſuch 
an unfavourable reception, and knew not what to 
think of the matter. 

Having rejoined Scipio, who waited for me :t 
the door, Doſt thou know, ſaid I, what recep- 
« tion l have met with ?” „ No, anſwered he, but 
« it is not difficult to gueſs : the miniſter, ready to 
conform to the pleaſure of his prince, has doubt- 
« leſs offered you ſome conſiderable employment.” 
Indeed you are miſtaken,” replied I, telling him, 
at the ſame time, in what manner I had been receiv- 
ed. Having liſtened attentively, he ſaid, „The 
count mult certainly have forgot you, or miſta- 
ken you for another perſon ; I adviſe you to wait 
* on him again, and I am ſure he will treat you 
« with a different countenance.” I followed my 
ſecretary's advice, and preſented myſelf a ſecond 
time before the miniſter, who treated me worſe than 
at firſt, frowned at me, as if the ſight of me had 
tormented him, turned his eyes another way, and 
retired without uttering one word, 

{ was enraged at his behaviour, and almoſt deter- 
mined to depart immediately for Valencia: but this 
Scipio did not fail to oppoſe, being unwilling to 
renounce the hopes which he had concetved, © Doſt 
« thou not perceive, ſaid I to him, that the count 
« wiſhes to remove me from court? The king has 
« expreſſed to him ſome regard for me, and is not 
« that ſufficient to bring upon me the averſion of 
« his favourite? Let us yield, my friend, let us 
« yield with a good grace to the power of ſuch a 
e formidable enemy.“ Sir, anſwered he, (incen- 
s ſed againſt the count d' Oliv ares) I would not ſo 
« eaſily quit my ground; I would go and complain 
* to his majeſty, of the little regard which the mi- 
4 niſter ſhews to his recommendation.“ © Bad 
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«counſel, my friend, ſaid I; if I ſhould take that 
imprudent ſtep, I ſhould preſently repent it; nay, 
« ] believe I run ſome riſk in remaining in this 
« city.” 

My ſecretary began to weigh theſe words, and 
conſidering that he had actually to do with a man 
who had it in his power to make us reviſit the tower 
of Segovia, he partook of my fear, He no longer 
oppoſed my deſire of quitting Madrid, from whence 
I reſolved to move the very next day, 


CHA p. III. 


What hinders Gil Blas from executing his reſelution of leaving th, 


court, and an important piece of ſervice rendered him by Joſeph 
Navarro. | | 


Eturning to my lodging, I met my old friend 
Joſeph Navarro, clerk of the kitchen to Don 
Balthazar de Zuniga. 1 went up to him, ſaluted 
him, and aſked if he knew me, and if he would ſtill 
be ſo good as to ſpeak to a wretch who had repaid 
his friendſhip with ingratitude. © You acknowledge 
* then, ſaid he, that you have not uſed nie extremely 
« well?” „Ido, anſwered l, and you have reaſon 
eto load me with reproaches : I delcrve them all, 
< if I have not already expiated my offence, by the 
e remorſe which attended it.” * Since you have 
e repented of your fault, replied Navarro, embra- 
« cing me, I ought no longer to remember it.” I, 
on my part, hugged Joſeph in my arms; and we 
reſumed our former ſentiments for each other. 

He had heard of my impriſonment, and the 
diſorder of my affairs, but was ignorant of what 
happened afterwards. I informed him of all, and 
even related to him the converſation I had To the 
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king, not concealing the unfavourable reception I 
had met with from the miniſter, no more than m 
deſign of retiring again to my ſolitude. © Think 
« not of going thither, ſaid he, ſince our monarch 
« has expreſſed a friendſhip for you: it mult cer. 
« tainly be of ſome ſervice. Between you. and I, 
« the count d'Olivares has a very ſingular diſpoſi- 
« tion, and is full of whims : he ſometimes, as on 
6 this occaſion, acts in a very unaccountable man- 
« ner: and nobody, but himſelt, has the key of 
« his irregular behaviour. Whatever reaſons he 
e may have for receiving you in this manner, ſtick 
« cloſe to the buſineſs ; he will not hinder you from 
* profiting by the prince's bounty; of this you may 
« be aſſured: I will mention it this evening to 
„ Signior Don Balthazar de Zuniga, my maſter, 
« who is uncle to the count d'Olivares, and ſhares 
« with him the cares of government.” Navarro, 
having given me this information, aſked a direc- 
tion to my lodging: and ſo we parted, | 

It was not long before I ſaw him again. Com- 
ing to me the next day, Signior de Santillane, 
„ jaid he, you have a protector in my maſter z he 
&« will favour you with his ſupport. On account of 
the excellent character which I gave of you, he 
* has promiled to ſpeak in your behalf to his ne- 
e phew the count d'Olivares, whom I hope he will 
e prepoſſeſs in your favour.” My friend Navarro, 
who did not ſerve me by halves, introduced me, two 
days after, to Don Balthazar*, who ſaid to me with 
a gracious look, ** Signior de Santillane, your 
<* triend Joſeph has ſpoke ſo advantageouſly of you, 
* as to engage me in your intereſts.” I made a 
profound bow to Signior de Zuniga, and anſwered, 


* Don Balthazar de Zuniga, Count de Monterez, was great 
commander of Leon, governor to Philip the Fourth of Spain, 
ambaſſador at Rome and Vienna, and preſident of the Italic 
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that I ſhould ever have a lively ſenſe of the obliga- 
tion I lay under to Navarro, for having procured me 
the protection of a miniſter who was juſtly ſtiled 
The Light of the Council, Don Balthazar, at this 
flattering reply, clapt me on the ſhoulder, ſaying, 
with a ſmile, Tomorrow you may go again to the 
« levee of the count d'Olivares, with whom you 
vill be better ſatisfied than you have been.” 

I appeared, therefore, for the third time, before 
the prime miniſter ; who, having diſtinguiſhed me 
in the croud, honoured me with a ſmiling look, 
from whence I conceived a happy omen. This 
* goes well, ſaid I to myſelf: the uncle has made 
e the nephew hearken to reaſon.” I now expected 
a favourable reception; and my expectation was 
anſwered : the count, after having given audience 
to every body, ſent for me to his cloſet, where he 
ſaid to me, with a familiar air, © Friend Santillane, 
« forgive me, for having thrown thee into perplexi- 
E jty, for my diverſion ; I pleaſed myſelf with giv- 
<« ing thee uneaſineſs, in order to experience thy 
« prudence, and ſee how thou would'ſt act in thy 
« chagrin. I ſuppoſe thou thoughteſt I was diſpleaſed 
<« with thee ; but, on the contrary, my friend, I 
c confeſs I have a liking to thy perſon. Though 
<« the king, my maſter, had not ordered me to take 
« care of thy fortune, I ſhould have done it through 
“ pure inclination. Beſides, my uncle Don Bal- 
c thazar de Zuniga, to whom I can refuſe nothing, 
e has deſired me to look upon thee as one for whom 
c he intereſts himſelf : this is ſufficient to determine 
« me in thy favour.” 

This declaration made ſo ſtrong an impreſſion 
upon my ſenſes, that they were quite diſordered. I 
threw myſelf at the feet of the miniſter, who, having 
bid me riſe, proceeded thus : Come hither again 
te this afternoon, and aſk for my ſteward, who will 
c impart to thee the orders I ſhall give him.“ His 
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excellency went out of his cloſet to hear maſs, as 
de uſually did every day, after having given audi- 
ence; and afterwards repaired to the king's levee. 


CHAP, IV. 


Gil Blas becomgs a favourite of Count q Olivares. 


Did not omit to return in the afternoon, and to 
aſk for the ſteward, whoſe name was Don Ray- 
mond Caporis. I no ſooner mentioned my name, 
than, ſaluting me with great demonſtrations of re- 
ſpe&, ** Signior, ſaid he, follow me: I will con- 
duct you to the apartment which is intended for 
« you in this houſe.” He then conducted me, by a 
little ſtair, to a range of five or ſix rooms, which 
compoſed the ſecond ſtory of one wing of the houle, 
and which were very plainly furaiſhed. “ This, 
« ſaid he, is the lodging which his grace propoſes for 
« you; and here you will have a table with ſix co- 
« yers, ſupported at his expence. You will be at- 
« tended by his own domeſtics, and a coach will be 
« always at your command. This 1s not all; his 
« excellency has ſtrictly ordered me to treat you 
« with the ſame reſpect, as if you was of the family 
of Guzman.” 
What the devil is the meaning of all this! ſaid 
&« I to myſelf : how am I to underſtand theſe dif- 
« tinctions? is there not ſome miſchief at the bot- 
« tom? and is it not for his diverſion that the mi- 
niſter gives me ſuch honourable treatment?“ In 
this ſtate of uncertainty, fluctuating between hope 
and fear, a page came to acquaint me, that the count 
wanted me. I went unmediately to his grace, who 
was alone in his cloſet. Well, Santillane, ſaid 
ehe, art thou contented with thy apartment, and 
the orders which I have given to Don Raymond?“ 
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« The goodneſs of your excellency, anſwered 1, ap- 
<« pears to be exceſſive; and I receive it with fear 
e and trembling.” * Why, fo? replied he; can! 
«* do too much honour to a man whom the king has 
« recommended to my care? No; it is certainly my 
« ty to treat thee in an honourable manner : be nor 
ce therefore ſurpriſed at what I do for thee; and be 
« aſſured, that a ſolid and ſplendid fortune cannot 
« eſcape thee, provided thou art as much attach- 
« ed to me, as thou haſt been to the duke of 
« Lerma.” | 

But with regard to that nobleman, added he, 
« have been informed that you lived in great ta- 
ce miliarity with him. I am curious to know how 
« you two became acquainted, and what employ- 
cement you exerciſed under that miniſter : dilguile 
e nothing: I inſiſt upon being informed of the 
« whole truth.” I then remembered my perplexity 
with the duke of Lerma, in the ſame ſituation, 
and in what manner I extricated myſelf ; and this 
I practiſed again very ſucceſsfully; that is to ſay, 
in my narration, I ſoftened the rough places, and 
ſlightly touched upon thoſe things which did not 
much redound to my honour : I likewiſe ſpared 
the duke of Lerma; though in doing otherwiſe ! 
ſhould have afforded more pleaſure to my hearer. 


As for Bon Rodrigo de Calderona“, I gave him no 
quar- 


* Rodrigo Calderona was originally page to the vice-chan- 
cellor of Arragon, and afterwards entered into the ſervice of 
the duke of Lerma, and, by the intereſt of that miniſter, which 
he engroſſed in a particular manner, obtained very conſiderable 
offices. He was firſt made gentleman, of the bed chamber to 
the king, then fecretary of itate : ſoon after, he received the 
collar ot the order of St. Jago, was appointed commander ot 
Arcana, and captain of the German guard, Such extraordi- 
nary favour he could not ſupport with moderation, but becom- 
ing extremely inſolent, deſpiſed the moſt powerful grande oi 
Spain, to whoſe hatred he became a ſacrifice, after the diſgrace 
of the cudinal duke of Lerma. He was arreſted in 19:9, 


and tried on an impeachment containing 2,0 articles, amon 4 
which 
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quarter, but diſcovered all the fine ſtrokes which 1 
knew he ſtruck in the trathc of commanderies, go- 
vernments, and benefices. 

« What you inform me concerning Calderona, 
te ſaid the miniſter, is conformable to ſeveral memo- 
« rials which have been preſented againſt him, and 
« which contain heads of accuſation {till more im- 
portant. His trial will ſhortly come on; and 
« if you wiſh for his deſtruction, I believe your 
« deſires will be ſatisfied,” * 1 do not wiſh his 
« death, replied I, though it was not. his fault, 
« that I did not meet mine in the tower of Segoviaz 
« where he was the cauſe of my being impriſoned 
« for ſeveral months.” © How ! cried his excel- 
« lency, was Don Rodrigo the caule of thy impriſon- 
« ment? this I was a ſtranger to, Don Balthazar; 
« to whom Navarro related thy hiſtory, told me 
« that the late king ordered thee to be confined, to 
« puniſh thee for having carried the prince of Spain 
« to a ſuſpected place, in the night; but I knew 
« no more of the matter; and I cannot conceive 
« what part Calderona could play in the piece.“ 
The part of a lover who revenges an injury recei- 
« ved,” anſwered I. I then informed him of the 


which were ſorcery and poiſoning the queen: notwithſtand- 
ing theſe two were not proved, he was condemned to loſe his 
head ; and being permitted to diſpoſe by will of no more than 
two thouſand ducats of all his immenſe wealthy was ordered to 
2 for death. He was afterwards deprived of che . of 

nighthood, and conducted to the place of execution, dreſſed in 
a caſſock mourning cloak, with a caul of frize, and a croſs up- 
on his breaſt, His body, with two torches on each fide of it, 
was guarded on the ſcaffold by a party of the patrole till the 
evening, when a number of prieſts being aſſembled to honour 
his remains, they were forbid to accompany the corple, which 
was carried without any pomp to the church of the Carmelites, 
as he had deſired. His head was ſevered by a ſtroke upon the 
throat, becauſe, in Spain, only traitors receive it on the neck 
behind; and he died with ſuch decent fortitude; as created ſor- 


row and remorſe even in his enemies. 
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whole adventure, which he thought ſo diverting, 
that, grave as he was, he could not help laughing, 
or rather weeping with mirth. He was infinitely 
pleaſed with Catalina, ſometimes niece and ſome- 
times grand-daughter, as well as with the part which 
the duke of Lerma acted in the whole. 

Having finiſhed my narration, the count diſmiſſed 
me, aſſuring me that he would not fail to find ine 
ſome employment the next day. I ran immediately 
to the houſe of Zuniga, to thank Don Balthazar 
for his good offices, and to inform my friend Joſeph 
how much the prime. miniſter was diſpoſed to ſerve 


me. 


. 


The private converſation between Gil Blas and Nawarro, and 
the firſt buſineſs in which be was employed by the Count 
n | 


8 ſoon as I beheld Joſeph, I told him with 

ſome agitation, that I had many things to com- 
municate to him: he therefore took me to a pri- 
vate place; where, after having informed him of 
what had paſſed, I aſked his opinion of the matter. 
My opinion, anſwered he, is, that you are in the 
road to make an unmenle fortune: every thing 
« ſmiles upon you: you are agreeable to the prime mi- 
e niſter: and, another thing which may turn out 
<« to your advantage, is, that I can do you the ſame 
<« ſervice which you received from my uncle Mel- 
&« chior de la Ronda, when you firſt entered the fa- 
emily of the archbiſhop of Grenada. He ſpared 
e you the trouble of ſtudying the diſpoſitions of the 
<« prelate and his principal officers, by diſcloſing 
their different characters to you at once: and | 
will, after his example; make you 3 
N. 2eve 23 8 : « with. 


4 


G Ar 375 
„with the Count, the Counteſs his wife, and Don. 
« na Maria de Guzman, their only daughter. 
“The miniſter has a lively penetrating genius, 
« capable of forming great deſigns. He ſets up for 
« a man of univerlal knowledge, becauſe. he has 
« a {mall tincture of every ſcience, and believes him- 
« ſelf able to decide in every thing. He thinks 
« himſelf a profound lawyer, a great general, and 
« a moſt conſummate politician. Add to. this, he 
« js ſo intoxicated with his own opinions, that he 
« always follows them in preference to thoſe of 
« others, that he may not appear indebted to 
« the underſtanding of any man, . Between you 
« and I, this foible may have ſtrange conſequences, 
from which heaven preſerve the monarchy. He 
* ſhines in the council by a natural eloquence : and 
« he would write as well as he ſpeaks, 1t, in order 
« to dignity his ſtile, he did not affect expreſſions - 
„which render it affected and obſcure. He is, 
* moreover, very whimſical, capricious, and chimeri- 
« cal. So much for his head; and as to his heart, 
« he is generous and friendly. He is ſaid indeed to 
be vindictive; but where is the Spaniard that is 


«otherwiſe ? he is alſo accuſed of ingratitude, in 


« being the occaſion of exiling the duke d'Uzeda 
and the friar Lewis Aliaga; to whom, it is ſaid, 
e he is under great obligations: but this is pardon- 
able: the deſire of being prime miniſter over- 
comes gratitude. | 1 | 

„Donna Agnez de Zuniga a Velaſco, Gounteſs 
« of Olivarez, continued Joleph, is a lady who has 
* no other fault that I know of, but that of ſelling 
cher favours at an extravagant price. As to Don- 
na Maria de Guzman, who 1s certainly, at this 
« day, the richeſt match in Spain, ſhe is an accom» 
<* pliſhed young lady, and the idol of her father; 
© model your behaviour accordingly ; be aſſiduous 
in making your court to the two ladies, and ap- 
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* pear ftill more devoted to the Count d'Olivarez 
** than'you was to the duke of Lerma, before your 
journey to Segovia ; by theſe means you will cer. 
** tainly become a perſonage of rank and power. 
] adviſe you alſo, added he, to wait upon my 
* maſter Don Balthazar, from time to time ; though 
* you may not require his aſſiſtance for your ad- 
* vancement, do not neglect him; he has a good 
* opinion of you at preſent : preſerve his friendſhip 
* and eſteem, which may be ſerviceable to you up. 
* on ſome future occaſion.” © As the uncle and 
* nephew, ſaid I, are both concerned in the miniſ. 
* try, is there no jealouſy between the two col- 
F leagues ? On the contrary, anſwered he, they 
e hye together in the moſt perfect harmony. Had 
ft not deen for Don Balthazar, the Count d'Oli- 
** varez would not perhaps have been prime miniſ- 
© ter: for, in ſhort, after the death of Philip the 
*© Third, all the friends and partizans of the houſe of 
“ Sandoval exerted themſelves as much as poſſible ; 
** ſome in favour of the cardinal, and others in behalf 
** of his fon ; but my maſter, who was the molt ſubtle 


among the courtiers, and the Count, who is almoſt 


as cunning, broke through all their meaſures, and 
* took ſuch effectual ſteps to ſecure that employ- 
* ment, that their antagoniſts were entirely foiled. 
“ The Count d'Ohvarez, when he became minil- 
<< ter, ſhared the adminiſtration with his uncle Don 
* Balthazar, to whom he left the care of foreign 
« affairs, reſerving all domeſtic concerns to himſelf; 
* by theſe means ſtrengthening the ties of friendſhip, 
„ which ought naturally to unite. perſons of the 
ce ſatne blood, thele two noblemen, independent 
re of each other, live upon ſuch good terms, as to 

«© me appear unalterable.” | 4 
Such was my converſation with Joſeph ; by 
whoſe information I hoped to reap ſome advantage: 
after which, I went to thank Signior de Zuniga mr 
His 
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his ſervices. He told me very politely, that he 
would ſeize every occaſion of obliging me, and 
that he was very glad to find me ſatisfied with his 
nephew: to whom, he aſſured me, he would 
ſpeak again in my favour ; reſolving at leaſt to 
convince me, that he had my welfare at heart; 
and that, inſtead of one patron, I had two. It was 
that Don Balthazar, out of friendſhip for Navarro, 
intereſted himſelf in my behalf. | 
That evening J quitted my, hired apartment, to 
and lodge at the prime miniſter's houſe, where 
1 ſupped with Scipio in my own apartment, There 
we were attended by the domeſtics of the family, 
who, while we eat our repaſt with an affected gravi- 
| ty, laughed, perhaps, within themſelves, at the reſ- 
| pect which they were commanded to ſhew, When 
the table was uncovered, and the ſervants were re- 
tired, my ſecretary, laying aſide conſtraint, ſaid a 
thouſand diverting ihings, which his gay diſpoſition 
and ſanguine hopes inſpired. As for me, though 
rejoiced at the brilliant ſituation in which I ſaw my- 
ſelf, I felt myſelf no longer diſpoſed to be dazzled 
by it: but went to bed and ſlept ſoundly, without 
indulging the agreeable ideas with which I might 
have entertained my fancy; the ambitious Scipio, 
however, enjoyed little repoſe, but paſſed half 
the night in hoarding up money for the portion of 

his daughter Seraphina. | 
I had hardly got on my cloaths the next morning, 
when 1 was ſent for by his grace; when I came be- 
fore him, Well, Santillane, ſaid he, let us fee 
L a ſpecimen of what thou canſt do: thou ſayeſt, the 
« dukeof Lerma employed thee in abridging memo- 
rials: I have got one, which I intend for thy 
« firſt eſſay. The ſubject of it is this; it mult be a 
performance to prepoſſeſs the public in favour of 
my miniſtry. I have already privately ſpread a re- 
port, that I found affairs in very great diſorder: the 
WH <« buſineſs 
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„ buſineſs therefore is, to expoſe to the eyes of both 
* court and city, the miſerable condition to which 
the monarchy is reduced. It is neceſſary, that 
« we ſhould draw a picture which will ſtrike the 
* people, and hinder them from regretting the loſs 
<-of my predeceſſor. After that, you muſt extol 
< the meaſures which I have taken to render the 
< reign of his majeſty glorious, his dominions flou- 
<« riſhing, and his ſubjects compleatly happy.” T“ 

His grace having expreſſed himſelf in this man- 
ner, gave me a paper, containing the real cauſes 
the nation had to cenſure the preceding adminiſtra- 
tion, fummed up in ten articles, the leaſt of which, 
I remember, was ſufficient to alarm-all true Spa- 
niards : then, ſhutting me in a cloſet adjoining to 
his own, he left me to work by myſelf. 'T began to 
compoſe my memorial as well as | could: ] at firſt 
deſcribed the deplorable condition of the kingdom, 
the finances exhauſted, the royal revenue engroſſed 
by partizans, and the marine totally ruined. I 
then demonſtrated the errors committed by thoſe 
who had governed the ſtate in the laſt reign, and 
the terrible conſequences which might reſult from 
theſe errors. In ſhort, I repreſented the monarchy 
in danger, and ſo ſeverely cenſured the former mi- 
niſter, that, according to my memorial, the loſs of 
the Duke of Lerma was fortunate for Spain. To 
ſay the truth, though I harboured no reſentment 
againſt that nobleman, I was not unwilling to do 
him this good office. Such is the diſpoſition of 
887 3:4. 5: 5 Fg] 

After a frightful picture of the misfortunes which 
threatened Spain, I encouraged the minds of the 
people, by making them conceive joyful hopes of 
the future. I made the Count d'Olivarez ' ſpeak 
like a ſaviour, ſent down from heaven, for the 
ſalvation of the kingdom; I promiſed mountains 
and miracles: in a word, I entered ſo perfectly 


into 
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into the views of the new miniſter, that he ſeemed 
aſtoniſhed at my performance; and when he had 
read it through, Santillane, ſaid he, doſt thou 
« know that thou haſt compoſed a morſel 
< worthy of a ſecretary of ſtate ? I am no longer 
< ſurprized that the duke of Lerma employed thy 
pen; thy ſtile is conciſe, and even elegant; but 
I think it is a little too natural.“ He then point- 
ed out the places which were not agreeable to his 
taſte, altering them with his own hand; and I per- 
ceived, by his corrections, that (as Navarro had 
informed me) he loved obſcure and quaint expreſ- 
ſions. But, though he was reſolved to have ele- 
gance, or rather pompoſity in his diction, he pre- 
ferved two thirds of my performance: and, to 
ſhew how well he was ſatisfied with my capacity, 
he ſent me, by Don Raymond, three hundred piſ- 
toles, as a deſert after dinner, 


SN 


How Gil Blas employs his three hundred piſtoler; and his charge te 
Scipio: with the ſucceſs of the above-mentioned memorial, 


TT) HIS preſent from the miniſter furniſhed Sci- 
T pio with a freſn opportunity of congratula- 
ting my return to court. You perceive, ſaid he, 
that fortune has great deſigns in your favour. 
« Are you now diſpleaſed at having quitted your ſoli- 
e tude? Long life to the count d'Olivarez! he is 
4 not ſuch a patron as his predeceſſor. The duke 
of Lerma, though you was ſo much attached to 
“him, ſuffered you to languiſh ſeveral months with- 
out giving you a ſingle piſtole ; but the count 


* has already beſtowed upon you a gratification, 
| | which 
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« which you could not have expected till after a 
long and faithful-ſervice,” | 
I | wiſh, added he, that the lords of Leyva were 
* witneſſes of the happineſs which you enjoy, or at 
< leaſt, that they were made acquainted with it.“ 
<« it is time, indeed, for them to know it, replied I, 
and ] was juſt going to talk to thee upon that ſub. 
« ject. They are, doubtleſs, extremely impatient to 
hear from me; but I waited till I ſhould ſee my- 
« ſelf ſettled in ſome degree, and be able to in- 
« form them poſitively, whether I ſhould ſtay at 
« court. As I am now fixed, thou mayeſt ſet out 
for Valencia, when thou wilt, to inform thoſe no- 
e blemen of my preſent ſituation, which I look up- 
4c on as their own work, ſince it is certain, that, had 
<« jt not been for them, 1 ſhould never have deter- 
* mined upon my journey to Madrid.” © My 
dear maſter, cried the ſon of Coſcolina, how hap- 
as 2 will they be, when I inform them what has 
happened to you! would I were already at the 
« oates of Valencia : but I ſhall preſently be there: 
Pon Alphonſo's two horſes are ready: I will in- 
« ſtantly ſet out with one of his grace's lacquey's; 
for I ſhall not only be glad of a companion on the 
& road, but you know people will be dazzled by 
&« the livery of the prime miniſter.” | 
I could not avoid laughing at the ridiculous vani- 
ty of my ſecretary ; though vainer ſtill, perhaps, than 
he, I permitted- him to do as he delired. Go, 
« ſaid I, and return as ſoon as poſlible ; for I have 
c another cormiſſion to give thee: thou mult go 
* to the Aſturias with money for my mother. 
* Through negligence, I have ler the time paſs, 
« on which L promiſed to remit to her an hundred 
< piſtoles, and which you undertook to deliver with 
« your own hand. Theſe mem from a fon 
e ought to be ſo ſacred, that I upbraid myſelf with 


walt of punctuality.” Sir, anſwered Scipio, 
in 


« in the ſpace of ſix weeks I will give you an ac- 
« count of both theſe commiſſions ; I will converſe 
« with the lords of Leyva, make a tour to your 
« country-houſe, and reviſit the city of Oviedo, 
e which I never remember without wiſhing three 
« fourths and a half of its inhabitants at the de- 
& vil.“ I then counted out to the ſon of Coſcolina 
one hundred piſtoles for my mother's penſion, with 
an hundred more for himſelf, that he might agree- 
ably perform the long journey which he had under- 
taken. 

Some days after his departure, the count or- 
dered our memorial to be printed; and it was no 
ſooner publiſhed, than it became the ſubject of con- 
verſation in Madrid. The people, ever fond of 
novelty, were charmed with the performance; the 
low eb of the finances, which was painted in the moſt 
lively colours, exaſperated them againſt the duke of 
Lerma; and if the ſtrokes of the quill, which that 
miniſter received, were not applauded by every one, 
at leaſt they met with abundance of approbation. 
The magnificent promiſes made by the count d'Oli- 
varez, and, among others, that of defraying the na- 
tional expence, by a prudent ceconomy, without 
incommoding the ſubjects, dazzled the citizens in 

neral, and confirmed them in the high opinicn , 
which they had already entertained of his capacity; 
inſomuch that the whole city ecchoed with his 
praiſe. g ; 

That miniſter, rejoiced to ſee the accompl ſhment 
of his aim, which in that pertorinance had been to 
acquire the public affection, was reſolved to deſerve 
it effectually, by a commendable action, which 
ſhould be ſerviceable to the king. For this pur- 

ſe he had recourſe to the invention of the empe- 
ror Galba; that is to ſay, he made thoſe who had 
enriched themſclves, che Cord knows how, in the 
adminiſtration of the finances, diſgo:ge their trea- 
Vol. II. 3 C ſures. 
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ſures. When he had drawn from thoſe leeches the 
blood which they had ſucked, and filled the coffers 
of the king, he undertook to preſerve it, by ſuppreſ- 
ſing all penſions, not even excepting his own, as 
well as the gratifications that were given out of the 
king's exchequer. In order to ſucceed in this de- 
ſign, which he could not execute without changing. 
the face of government, he ordered me to compole 
a new memorial, the ſubſtance and form of which 
he dictated. He then enjoined me to ſoar as much 
as I could above the ordinary ſimplicity of my ſtile, 
and give more dignity to my expreſſions. « Enough, 
my lord, ſaid I, your excellency ſhall have the 
pompous and ſublime as you deſire.“ I ſhut myſelf 
up in the ſame cloſet where I had written the firſt 
memorial, and there went to work, after having in- 
voked the eloquent genius of the archbiſhop of 
Grenada. | 
l began by repreſenting that we could not be too 
careful in preſerving the money which was in the 
royal treaſury, and which ought to be employed on- 
ly in the emergencies of the ſtate, as being a ſa- 
cred fund, reterved for no other purpoſe than to 
keep the enemies of Spain in awe. Then I demon- 
ſtrated to the king, (for to him the memorial was 
addreſſed,) that in taking away all the penſions and 
gratiſications with which the revenue was encum- 
bered, he ſhould not, on that account, deprive him- 
{elf of the pleaſure ot rewarding thoſe ſubjects who 
ihould deſerve his favour ; ſince, without having 
recourſe to his treaſury, he was in a condition to 
beſtow upon them great rewards : that tor ſome he 
had vice-royalties, governments, orders of knight- 
hood, and military employments ; for others, com- 
manderies, and penſions upon them, titles, mag1- 
-ftracies ; and, in fine, all ſorts of benefices for thoſe 
Who are conſecrated to the church. 
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This memorial, which was conſiderably longer 
than the firſt, took me up almoſt three days; and, 
luckily, I compoſed it to the taſte of my maſter ; 
who, finding 1t written with emphaſis, and crammed 
with metaphors, loaded me with applauſe. I am 
« yery highly pleaſed with this, ſaid he, (pointing to 
« the molt flor id places) theſe are well-coined ex- 
« preſſions. Take courage, my friend; I fore- 
« ſee that thou wilt be of ſervice to me.” But, 
in ſpite of the applauſe of which he was fo laviſh, 
he did not fail to re-touch the memorial. He in- 
ſerted a great deal of his own, and made 1: a piece 
of eloquence which charmed the king and the whole 
court. The city joined its approbation, conceived 
a happy omen of the future, and flattered itſelf that 
the monarchy would reſume its ancient luſtre under 
the adminiſtration of ſo great a man. His excel- 
lency, ſeeing that this performance did him great 
honour, was willing that I ſhould reap ſome fruit 
from it, in conſideration of my ſhare in the compo- 
ſition : he therefore beſtowed upon me a penſion of 
five hundred crowns upon the cammandery of Caſ- 
tile; which was the more agreeable to me, as it was 
not wickedly, though eaſily obtained, a 
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By what accident, in what place, and in what condition, Gil Bla- 
found his friend Fabricius; and the converſation which paſſed 
between them. 


IN: afforded greater pleafure to the count, 
than to know the opinion which the people of 
Madrid entertained of his conduct in the miniſtry. 
He daily aſked me what people ſaid of him; and 
even hired ſpies, who brought him an exact account 
of what paſſed in the city. They reported to him 
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every ſyllable they heard; and as he ordered them 
to be ſincere, his vanity ſometimes ſuffered; for 
the public have an intemperance of tongue, which 
has no reſpect of perſons. | | 

When J perceived that he was pleaſed with theſe 
reports, I employed myſelf every afternoon, in ga- 
ing to public places, and joining in the converſa- 
tion of the beſt company. , When they ſpoke of 
the government, I liſtened with attention ; and if 
they ſaid any ching that deſerved to be communica- 
ted to his excellency, I did not fail to inform him of 
it: but it mult be obſerved, that I never reparted 
any thing which was ſaid to his prejudice. 

One > = as I returned from one of theſe places, 
paſſing by the door of an haſpital, I felt an incli- 
nation to enter. I walked through two or three 
wards fyll of ſick people, who were in bed, anq 
ſurveyed every thing around me. Among thele un- 
fortunate ay whom I could not behold without 
compaſſion, I was ſtruck with the appearance of 
one, who | believed was my ald friend and com- 
rade, Fabricius. In order to have a more perfect 
view of him, I approached his bed; and having no 
longer any reaſon to doubt that it was the poet 
Nunnez, ſtood a few minutes ta obſerve him, 
without ſpeaking : while he, recollecting me alla, 

azed at me in the ſame manner. At length, break- 
ing ſilence, © Sure, ſaid I, my eyes deceive me! is 
5+ this really Fabricius, whom I behold in this 
„ place!“ * The very fame, anſwered he coldly: 
„ and thou haſt no cauſe to be aſtoniſhed at it. 
Since | left thee, I have exerciſed the bufineſs of 
e an author: I have compaled romances, comedies, 
and all manner of works of genius. I have run 
* my race, and am naw at the hoſpital.” 

could not avoid laughing at theſe words, and 
ſtill more at the ſeriqus air with which they were pro- 
nounced. 4 How, cried I, has the mule conduct- 
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ed thee to this wretched place? Has ſhe played 
« thee this villainous trick? © Thou ſeeſt it is ſo, 
« replied he: this houſe is the retreat of many a 
« wit. Thou haſt done well, my friend, to purſue 
another road; but methinks thou art no longer 
eat court, and the face of thy affairs is changed: 
« nay, I remember to have heard, that thou waſt 
te impriſoned by order of the king.“ True, ſaid 
« ], the agreeable ſituation in which I was when we 
« parted, was preſently followed by a reverſe of 
« fortune, which robbed me of my wealth and 
« liberty: nevertheleſs, my friend, thou ſeeſt me 
again in a more flouriſhing condition than ever.“ 
That is impoſſible ! replied Nunnez ; thy apparel 
« js frugal and plain; and thou haſt not that vain 
« and inſolent air which 3 uſually beſtows." 
« Misfortune, ſaid I, hath purified my virtue; and I 
* have learned in the ſchool of adverſity, to enjoy 
4 riches with moderation. 

Tell me then, ſaid Fabricius, ſtarting up in a 
« tranſport, what may be thy employment? What 
* buſineſs doſt thou now follow ? art thou not 
« ſteward to ſome ruined grandee, or opulent wi- 
e dow ?” I haye a better poſt than either, re- 
« plied I, but thou muſt diſpenſe with my telling 
e thee more at preſent: another time I will ſatisfy 
« thy curioſity : I will now only acquaint thee, that 
« am in a condition to aſſiſt thee, or rather, to 
make thee eaſy for life, provided thou wilt pro- 
“ miſe to write no more works of genius, either in 
4 yerſe or proſe. Doſt thou feel thyſelf capable 
« of making ſuch a ſacrifice to me?“ 1 have al- 
ready made it to heaven, ſaid he, during a ſevere 
« diforder, from which 1 am but juſt recovered, 
« A Dominican father has made me abjure poetry, 
{© as an amuſement, which, if not criminal, at leaſt 
« diverts the mind from-the purfuit of wiſdom ang 
virtue.“ | 
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„ congratulate thee, ſaid I, my dear Nunnez : 
« but beware of a relapſe.” „That I am in no 
& danger of, reſumed he: I am firmly reſolved to 
« abandon the Muſes: and when thou cameſt into 
« the ward, I was compoſing an eternal adieu 
to them in verſe.” © Maſter Fabricius, ſaid I, (ſha- 
« king my head) I know not if the Dominican and 
« T dare truſt to your abjuration, you ſeem ſo furi- 
ce rioully enchanted by theſe learned damlſels.” © No, 
4 no, replied he, I have broke off all connection with 
e them; nay, more, I have conceived an averſion for 
<« the public; it is unworthy of having authors to 
«< conſecrate their works to it: I ſhould be ſorry if I 
e could produce any thing that would pleaſe it. Do 
« not imagine, continued he, that this language is 
« dictated by paſſion : I ſpeak it in cold blood. I 
<« equally deſpiſe the applauſe and hiſſes of the pub- 
<« lic, which knows not what it would have. It is 
<« fo capricious, that it does not think two days in 
« the ſame manner. What fools are thoſe drama- 
<« tic writers who are vain of the ſucceſs of their 
« performances. Whatever noiſe 'they make by 
« their novelty, if they are brought upon the ſtage 
« twenty years after, they are generally very ill re- 
* ceived. The preſent generation taxes the paſt 
& with want of taſte, and its determinations will be 
«< contradicted by thole of the next. From whence 
« I concluded, that thoſe authors who are now ap- 
« plauded will be hiſſed by poſterity. It is the ſame 
* thing with regard to romances, and other books 
*« of amuſement, which, though, at firſt, they meer 
* with general approbation, inſenſibly ſink into 
“ contempt. That honour therefore which we 
* reap from the good ſucceſs of our productions, is 
nothing but a mere chimera, an illuſion of the 


« brain, à fire of ſtraw which evaporates in 
“% {moak,” 
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Though I was convinced that the Aſturian 
poet ſpoke all this from reſentment only, I did not 
ſeem to perceive it; but ſaid to him, *I am re- 
« joiced to find thee diſguſted with the belles lettres, 
« and radically cured of the rage of writing. Be 
« aſſured that I will immediately procure for thee 
« an employment, in which thou mayeſt enrich 
« thyſelf, without being at a great expence of geni- 
« us.” © So much the better, cried he. Genius 
« ſtinks in my noſtrils, and I now look upon it as 
« the moſt fatal preſent that heaven can beſtow 
upon mankind.” „I wiſh, my dear Fabricius, 
« replied I, that thou mayeſt perſevere in theſe ſenti- 
* ments. If you perſiſt in your reſolution to aban- 
don poetry, I again repeat it, I will ſoon procure 
„for thee an honourable and lucrative employ- 
ment; but till I can do thee this ſervice, added I, 
(giving him a purſe of ſixty piſtoles) pray accept 
e of this ſmall token of my friendſhip.” 
O generous friend, cried the ſon of barber Nun- 
« nez, tranſported with gratitude and joy, what 
thanks do I owe to heaven for conducting thee 
« into this hoſpital, which I will leave this very day 
by thy aſſiſtance.” And he really ordered him- 
ſelf to be tranſported into a hired lodging. But, be 
fore we parted, I informed him of my reſidence, 
and invited him to fee me, as ſoon as he ſhould be 
perfectly reſtored to health. He ſeemed extremely 
ſurprized, at hearing that I lodged in the houte of 
the count d'Olivarez. * Happy Gil Blas, ſaid he, 
* whoſe fate it is to be a miniſter's favourite! I 
* rejoice at thy good fortune, ſince thou makeſt ſo 
good a uſe of it.“ 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Gil Blas becomes daily a greater favourite of his maſter, Scipio 
returns to Madrid, and gives an account of his journey to San- 


[4 illane . 


HE count d'Olivarez, whom I ſhall hereaf- 
ter call the count-duke, becauſe the king was 
pleaſed, about this time, to honour him with that 
title, had a foible which I diſcovered, greatly to my 
own advantage: this was a deſire of being beloved. 
As ſoon as he perceived that any one attached 
himſelf to him through inclination, he immediately 
conceived a. friendihip for that adherent. I took 
care not to neglect this obſervation. I was not ſa- 
tisfied with barely doing what he commanded ; I 
executed his orders with ſuch demonſtrations of zeal, 
that I abſolutely won his heart. I ſtudied his taſte 
in every thing, that I might conform myſelf to it ; 
and anticipated his deſires as much as I poſſibly 
could. 

By this conduct, which ſeldom fails of ſucceſs, 1 
inſenfibly became my maſter's favourite, who, on 
his part, as I myſelf had the fame foible, gained my 
whole ſoul, by the marks of affection which he be- 
ſtowed upon me; and I inſinuated myſelf fo far 
into his good graces, that I at length ſhared his 
confidence with Signior Carnero, his firſt fecre- 
. tary. | 

Camel had practiſed the ſame method of making 
himſelf agreeable to his excellency ; and ſucceeded fo 
well, that he was intruſted with the myſteries of 
the cabinet, That ſecretary and I were the two 
confidents of the prime miniſter, and the depoſito- 
ries of his ſecrets ; with this difference, that he ſpoke 
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to Carnero of nothing but ſtate affairs, and converſed 
with me only on his on private concerns; by theſe 
means, making as it were two ſeparate departments, 
with which we were both equally ſatisfied, we lived 
together without jealouſy, as without friendſhip. I 
had reaſon to be pleaſed with my. ſituation, which 
giving me continual opportunities of being with 
the count-duke, I was always at hand to obſerve 
the very bottom of his ſoul, which he, though natu- 
rally diſſembling, ceaſed to conceal from me, when 
he no longer doubted the ſincerity of my attachment 
to him. 

e Santillane, ſaid he to me one day, thou haſt 
« ſeen the duke of Lerma enjoy an authority which 
more reſembled the power of an abſolute mo- 
« narch, than that of a tavourite miniſter : never- 
« theleſs, I am ſtill more ſucceſsful than he was, even 
« at the higheſt pinnacle of his fortune. He had 
« two formidable enemies in the duke d'Uzeda, his 
<« own ſon, and in the confeſſor of Vhilip the Third. 
« But there is not a perſon near the king, who has 
credit enough to injure me, nor even one whom [ 
“ ſuſpect to be my —_— 

It is true, indeed, added he, that when I came 
«* to the miniſtry, I permitted none to be near the 
e prince, but thoſe who were connected with me, 
c either by blood or friendſhip. By viceroyalties 
e or embaſſies, I have got rid of all choſe noblemen, 
«* who by their perſonal merit might have acquired 
<« ſome portion of my ſovereign's favour, which I 
vas determined to poſſeſs entirely: J may, there- 
« fore, ſafely ſay, that no great man takes umbrage 
eat my ſituation. Thou ſeeſt, Gil Blas, added he, 
4 that I open my heart to thee. As I have reaſon 
to think thou art entirely devoted to me, I have 
«* choſen thee for my confidant. Thou doſt not 
want wit, and art, I believe, modeſt, prudent, 
and diſcreet; in a word, thou ſcemeſt proper for 
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« executing twenty different forts of commiſſions, 
which require a young man of extenſive under- 
« ſtanding, who is at the ſame time in my inte- 
<« reſts.” 

I was not proof againſt the flattering images 
which theſe words preſented to my imagination. 
Some vapours of avarice and ambition mounted in- 
to my. brain, and awaked in me thoſe ſentiments, 
over which I thought I had gained a compleat tri- 
umph. I proteſted to the miniſter, that I would an- 
{wer his intentions to the utmoſt of my ability; and 
that I ſhould ever be ready to execute, without 
2 all the commiſſions with which he ſhould 
think proper to intruſt me. 

While | was thus diſpoſed to raiſe new altars to 
Fortune, Scipio returned from his journey. © I 
have not, ſaid he, a tedious narration to make. 
The lords of Leyva were charmed when I told 
< them the reception you met with from his majeſ- 
* ty, when he knew you, and with the behaviour 
of the count d'Olivarez.“ 

I interrupted Scipio, ſaying, © You: ould have 
* given them ſtill greater pleaſure, my friend, could 
« you have informed them on what foating I am 
e now with his grace. The rapidity of the pro- 
e oreſs which I have made in his excellency's 
e heart ſince thy departure, is indeed aſtoniſhing.” 
Heaven be praiſed! my dear maſter, replied 
„he: I forelee that a iplendid deſtiny awaits 
6 a.” 3 1 

Let us wave this ſubject, ſaid I, and talk of 
&« Oviedo. Thou haſt been at the Aſturias ; in what 
condition didſt thou leave my mother?“ © Ah! 
« Sir, replicd he, aſſuming all on a ſudden a me- 
„ Jlancholy look, I have nothing but afflicting news 
* for you from that quarter.” O heaven! cri- 
ed I, my mother is certainly dead.” Six months 
ago, laid my ſecretary, the good lady paid the 
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tribute of nature, as well as your uncle Signior 
« Gil Perez.” 

I was ſincerely affected with my mother's death, 
though in my infancy I had never received from het 
thoſe careſſes which are neceſſary to render children 
grateful in the ſequel. I likewiſe paid thoſe tears 
which were due to the good canon, for the care he 
had of my education. My grief, indeed, was not of 
long duration, but ſoon mellowed into a tender re- 


membrance, which I have ever ſince preſerved of 
my parents, 
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How, and to whom the count -duke married his only daughter, 


avith the diſagreeable conſequences which that marriage pro- 
duced, | 


N a ſhort time after the return of Coſcolina's ſon, 
the count-duke fell into a profound reverie, in 
which he continued for the ſpace of eight days. I 
ſuppoſed he was meditating ſome great ſtroke of 
politics; but the ſubject of his muſing regarded his 
own family only. Gil Blas, ſaid he to me one 
« afternoon, thou muſt have perceived that I am 
« preatly perplexed in mind. Yes, my child, I am 
« wholly engroſſed by an affair upon which the 
e happineſs of my life depends; and I will impart 
« the ſecret to thee. 

Donna Maria, my daughter, continued he, is 
now marriageable, and her heart is diſpu- 
* ted by a great number of noblemen, who 
* have addreſſed her. The count de Niebles, 
** eldeſt fon of the duke de Medina Sidonia, 
chief of the family of Guzman, and Don Lewis 
* de Haro, eldeſt ſon of the marquis de Car- 
pio and my own ſiſter, are the two candidates 
who ſem belt entitled to the preference; eſpe- 
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* cially the latter, who poſſeſſes merit ſo much ſu- 
« perior to that of his rivals, that all the court are 
« of opinion I ſhall make choice of him for my ſon- 
ein- lw. But, without entering into the reaſons 
« which I have to exclude him, as well as the 
Count de Niebles, I will inform thee, that I have 
| « calt my eyes on Don Ramires Nunnez de Guz- 
* man, Marquis of Toral, and chief of the family 
« of Guzman d'Abrados : to this young nobleman, 
and to his children by my daughter, I intend to 
<« leave my whole eſtate annexed to the title of 
« Count d'Olivarez, to which I will join the quali 
&« of grandee : ſo that my grand-children, and their 
60 defendants proceeding from the branch of Abra- 
« dos and that of Olivarez, will paſs for the eldeſt 
* of the Guzman family. 
„Well, Santillane, added he, doſt thou not ap- 
% prove of my intention?“ © Pardon me, Sir, re- 
« plied I, the project is worthy of the genius that 
« formed it; my only fears are, that the duke de 
« Medina Sidonia will murmur at it.” © Let him 
„ murmyr, if he pleaſes, reſumed the miniſter ; I 
“ ſhall give myſelt very little trouble on that ac- 
count. I do not like his branch, which hath 
te yſurped the birth-right and titles thereunto attach- 
&« ed, over the houle of Abrados. I ſhall regard 
$ his complaints leſs than the chagrin of my ſiſter 
te the Marchioneis of Carpio, in ſeeing her ſon diſap- 
4 pointed in his expectation of my daughter. But, 
« after all, my intention is to pleaſe myſelf, and it 
C js already reſolved that Don Ramires ſhall triumph 
$ ver all his rivals,” 1 
The Count- Duke having formed this reſolution, 
gave a new mark of his ſingular policy, in putting 
it into practice. He preſented a petition to the king, 
entreating, that he and the queen would be pleaſed 
to beſtow his daughter in marriage, deſcribing the 
characters of the nobiemen who were in pur- 
5 Ay uit 
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uit af her, and ſubmitting the choice entirely to their 
majeſties; but in ſpeaking of the marquis of Toral, he 
did not omit to ſhew that he was the moſt agreeable 
of them all. Whereupon the king, who had a kind 
partiality for his miniſter, returned this anſwer. 
« ] believe Don Ramires Nunnez worthy of Donna 
« Maria; nevertheleſs, take your own choice. 
I he match which is moſt ſuitable to you, will be 
« the moſt agrezable to me. The king,” 

The miniſter made a point of ſhewing this anſwer; 
and pretending to look upon it as his prince's order, 
made haſte to marry his daughter to the Marquis of 
Toral ; an event which greatly diſpleaſed the Mar- 
chioneſs de Carpio, and alſo the Guzmans, who had 
flattered themſelves with the hope of eſpouſing Don- 
na Maria. But, as they could not hinder the mar- 
riage, they pretended to celebrate it with great de- 
monſtrations of joy. One would have imagined the 
whole family was delighted upon the occaſion ; but 
the malecontents were ſoon revenged, in a molt 
melancholy manner for the Count-Duke. Donna 
Maria * in ten months brought forth a daughter, 
which died in the birth, and in a few days after be- 
came herſelf a victim to death. 

What a loſs for a father, who, to uſe the ex- 
preſſion, had no 95 but for his daughter: and 
who ſaw in this event the miſcarriage of his ſcheme, 
of taking the right of elderſhip from the branch of 
Medina Sidonia ! He was ſo much affected, that 
for ſeveral days he ſhut himſelt up, and would ſec 
nobody but me, who, conforming myſelf V his im- 
moderate grief, ſeemed as much afflicted as he was, 
To tell the truth, J made uſe of this opportunity 
to ſhed freſh tears to the memory of Antonia, The 


„Mr. Le Sage, in this particular, has deviated from the true 
hiſtory_; tor Donna Maria died unmarried, though ſhe was be- 
trothed to Raymond de Guzman, Marquis cf Toral, Wo 
was afterwards cieated Duke of Medina de las T orres. 
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reſemblance which her death had to that of the 

marchioneſs de Toral, again burſt open the wound 

which was but imperfectly cured, and renewed my 

affliction ſo much, that the miniſter, though over. 

whelmed with his own ſorrow, could not help being 

ſtruck with mine. He was aſtoniſhed to ſee me 

enter ſo warmly into his ſorrows. © Gil Blas, ſaid 

« he one day, perceiving me plunged in the moſt 

melancholy ſadneſs, it is a ſweet conſolation for me 

« to have ſuch a ſympathizing confidant.” Ah 

„ my Lord, anſwered I, (giving to him all the 

<« honour of my affliction) I mylt be very ungrateful 

« and hard-hearted to the laſt-degree, if 1 did not 

« ſincerely ſympathize with your grace. How can 

I reflect that you lament the loſs of a daughter of 
_« accompliſhed merit, whom you affectionately 

loved, without mingling my tears with yours? 

No, my lord, I am fo ſenſible of your neſs, 

that, as long as I live, I ſhall partake of your un- 
« eaſineſs as well as pleaſure,” 


CHAP. X. 


Gil Blas accidentally meets the poet Nunnex, who informs bim, that 
be has written a tragedy, which is immediately to be repreſented 
on the princt's theatre. The ill ſucetſi of that piece, wwith the 
furprizing good luck whith attended its fall, 


1 H E miniſter began to conſole himſelf, and I, 
of Tonſequence, to reſume my good humour, 
when one evening I went out alone to take the air 
in my coach, and met in my way the Aſturian 
poet, whom | had not ſeen ſince he quitted the hoſ- 
pital, He being very well dreſſed, I called him, 
and took him into the coach, and we drove togt- 
ther to St, Jerome's meadow. | 
« Mr. Nunnez, 


« Mr. Nunnez, ſaid I, I think myſelf very for- 
« tunate in having met you by chance, otherwiſe I 
« ſhould not have had the pleaſure“ C No 
« reproaches, Santillane, ſaid he with precipitation; 
« | ſincerely acknowledge that I had no intention to 
« viſit thee, and thou ſhalt hear the reaſon. You 
« proiniſed me a good poſt, provided I ſhould ab- 
« jure poetry; and I have found a very ſubſtantial 
« one on condition that I make verſes. I have ac- 
« cepted of the latter, as moſt ſuitable to my hu- 
« mour. A friend of mine has introduced me in- 
« to the family of Don Bertrand Gomez de Ribero, 
« treaſurer of the king's gallies. This Don Ber- 
« trand, who ſeems deſirous of having a wit in his 
« pay, finding my verſification very brilliant, has 
« choſen me in preference to five or ſix authors who 
« offered themſelves as candidates for the employ- 
ment of his private ſecretary.” _ 
&« am rejoiced to hear it, ſaid I, my dear Fa- 
« bricius ; for that Don Bertrand is in all appear- 
« ance very rich.” © Rich! anſwered he; they ſay 
ce he has ſuch immenſe wealth, that he cannot count 
it. Be that as it will, my employment with him 
« is this: as he values himſelf upon being gallant, 
« and would willingly pals for a man of genius, he 
keeps an epiſtolary correſpondence with ſeveral ve- 
« ry ſprightly ladies, and 1 lend him my pen to 
e compole billets full of wit and humour, | write 
« for him, in verſe to one, in prole to another, and 
* ſometimes carry the letters myſelf, to ſhew the 
“ univerſality of my talents.” 
« But thou haſt not told me, ſaid I, what I 
& principally deſire to know, art thou well paid for 
« thy. epiſtolary epigrams ?” Very amply, replied 
« he. Rich men are not always generous, and I 
know ſome of them who are mere niggards; bur 
Hon Bertrand treats me very nobly. Belides two 
hundred piſtoles of fixed wages, I frequently re- 
ceive 
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* ceive ſmall gratifications from him, which put 
me in a condition to act the gentleman, and paſs 
« my time agreeably with ſome authors, who, like 
« myſelf, are enemies to care.” © But, reſumed I, 
<« has thy treaſurer taſte enough to reliſh the beau- 
s tiesof a work of genius, and to diſcover its faults ?” 
« Not in the leaſt, replied Nunnez; though he can 
< talk ſpeciouſly, he is by no means a connoiſſeur. 
He would, however, paſs for another Tarpa *, he 
« decides boldly, and ſupports his opinion ſo loud- 
« ly and ſo obſtinately, that when he diſputes, his 
« antagoniſt is generally obliged to yield, in order 
« to avoid the ſhower of uncivil language with 
« which he is wont to overwhelm his oppo- 
« nents.” | 

« Thou mayeſt imagine, purſued he, that I am 
very cautious. of contradicting him, whatever 
„ cauſe he may give me for ſo doing; for, beſides 
<« the-diſagreeable epithets which I ſhould not fail 
to bring upon myſelf. I might poſſibly be turned 
s out of doors. I therefore prudently applaud what 
« he commends, and diſapprove of every thing 
« which he condemns. By this complaiſance, which 
does not colt me much, becauſe I poſſeſs the art 
of accommodating myſelf to the characters of 
e thoſe who can be ſerviceable to me, I have gained 
the friendſhip and eſteem of my patron. He has 
engaged me to compoſe a tragedy on a ſubject 
„ which he propoſed. I have accordingly finiſhed 
« jt under his eye; and, if it ſucceeds, I ſhall owe 
% one part of my glory to his good advice.” 

1 aſked our poet the title of his tragedy, who 
informed me that it was called the Count de Saldagne, 
telling me at the ſame time, that it would be repre- 


Sp. Metius Tarpa, a celebrated critic of the Auguſtan 
age: his tribunal was in the temple of Apollo, where he fat 
-with four colleagues, to decide upon the merit of all theatrical 
performances, before they were repreſented on the 457 1 
8 ä ente 
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ſented in three days on the prince's theatre. 
« wiſh, replied I, that it may meet with ſucceſs, 
& and I have ſuch a good opinion of thy genius, as 
eto hope it will.“ „ hope fo too, ſaid he, but 
« there is no dependence upon ſuch hopes, ſo uncer- 
« tain are authors of the event of a dramatic 
« piece,” 

At length the day of its firſt repreſentation arri- 
ved; and, as I could not go to the play, being pre- 
vented by a commiſſion I had to perform for his 
grace, I could only ſend Scipio thither, that I 
might at leaſt know that very evening the ſucceſs 
of a performance in which I intereſted myſelf. Af- 
ter having waited with impatience, I ſaw him re- 
turn with a look from which 1 conceived no hap- 
py preſage. Well, ſaid I, how has the Count de 
e Saldagne been received by the public?” „Very 
" brumlly, replied he; never was a piece more 
« barbarouſly treated. I came away enraged 
eat the inſolence of the pit.” © And l, ſaid I, am 
« enraged at the fury of Nunnez, in compoſing 
* plays. Muſt he not have totally loſt his lenſes, 
« to yore the ignominious ſhouts and hiſſes of an 
audience, to the happy lot which | could have 
* procured for him?“ Thus, from motives of 
triendſhip, did I inveigh againſt the Aſturian poet, 
and affli myſelf at the misfortune of his piece, 
while he exulted in the event. | 

Two days after, he came to my houſe in a tranſ- 
port of joy, © Santillane, cried he, | am come to 
** ſhare with thee the extreme pleaſure: which I ex- 
* perience. In compoſing a wretched play, my 
friend, I have made my fortune. Thou know- 
«* eſt the ſtrange reception which the Cu, de Sal- 
* dagne met with; all the audience exclaimed againſt 
* him, as if for a wager, and to that general excla- 
* mation I owe the happinets of my lite.” 

| was aftoniſhed to hear the poet Nunnez talk in 
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that manner; How ! Fabricius, ſaid I, is it poſ- 
« ſible that the damnation of thy tragedy can juſli- 
« fy this immoderate joy ? * © Moſt certainly, an- 
e ſwered he: | told thee before, that Don Bertrand 
had inſerted ſome of his own compoſition in my 
« piece, which of conſequence he thought excellent, 
2. He was violently incenſed to find the ſpectators 
ce of a different opinion, and this morning he ſaid 
eto me, „ Nunnez, Vittrix canſa Diis placuit, ſed 
0 vita Catoni : if the public is diſpleaſed with thy 
* production, in recompence, it pleaſes me, and 
* that is ſufficient. To conſole thee for the bad taſte 
* of the age, I will give thee an annuity of two 
* thouſand crowns on my eſtate; let us go in- 
e ſtantly to my notary, and have the conveyance 
% drawn.” „ We went thither accordingly, the 
* treaſurer has executed the deed, and paid me the 
* firſt year in advance.“ 

I congratulated Fabricius on the unhappy fate of 
the Count de Saldagne, ſince it had turned out 
lo much to the advantage of the author. Thou 
* haſt reaſon, continued he, to compliment me on 
* that occaſion ; how happy am I in having been 
<* univerſally hifſed ! if the public had been ſo obli- 
ging as to honour me with applauſe, what ſervice 
* ſhould I have received from it? Nothing worth 
* mentioning. I ſhould have received but a very 
* moderate ſum for my labours, but its hiſſes have 
* at once made me eaſy for the remainder of my 
fie. 
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Santillaut obtain: an employment for Scipio, auho ſets out for 
New: Spain. 


Y ſecretary could not, without envy, obſerve 
the unexpected good fortune-of the pg 
Nunnez, which was the ſole ſubject of his diſcourſe 
far the ſpace of eight days. I admire, ſaid he, 
« the caprice of fortune, that ſometimes delights in 
loading a contemptible author with wealth, while 
« ſhe leaves men of genius in miſery ; I wiſh ſhe would 
4 alſo take it in her head to enrich me in the ſpaceof 
one night.“ That may very probably happen, ſaid 
6, and much ſooner than you imagine. Thou art in 
her temple here, for I think we may call the prime 
© miniſter's houſe the temple of Fortune, where fa- 
“ yours are often beſtowed, and immediately enrich 
“ thoſe: who obtain them.“ True, Sir, replied 
he, but they muſt be waited for with patience.” 
„Once more, Scipio, ſaid I, make yourſelf eaſy ; 
perhaps you are now on the point of having ſome 
« excellent poſt,” A few days after, an opportunity 
really offered of employing him advantageouſly in 
the ſervice of the count-duke, and | did nor ſuffer it 
to eſcape. | * 
Converſing one morning with Don Raymond Ca- 
poris, ſteward of the prime miniſter, the ſubject 
turned upon his excellency's revenues.“ His grace, 
„ ſaid he, enjoys the commanderies of all the mi- 
* litary orders, which are worth about forty thou- 
* ſand crowns per annum, and he is obliged to 
wear the croſs of Alcantara only, Belides, his 
* three places of great chamberlain, maſter of the 
* horſe, and grand chancellor of the Indies, pro- 
* duce two hundred thouſand more; and all that 
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« js nothing in compariſon to the immenſe ſums 
« which he draws from America. It is managed 
thus: when the king's ſhips ſet ſail from Seville 
or Liſbon for that country, he embarks on board 
« wine, oil, and corn, which his eſtate of Olivarez 
« affords, and he pays no duty. He ſells theſe 
* commodities in the Indies for four times the price 
< which they would produce in Spain; then he em- 
„ ploys the money in purchaſing ſpices, colours, 
c and other things, which are bought for a mere 
<« trifle in that new world, and afterwards are ſold 
at a high rate in Europe. He has already got 
many millions by this traffic, without doing the 
& leaſt injury to the king.“ 

What will aſtoniſh you, continued he, is that 
* thoſe who are employed in this kind of com- 
« merce, always return enriched, the count permit- 
ting them to take care of their own fortune, while 
they manage his.” 

The ſon of Coſcolina, who liſtened to our con- 
verſation, could not hear Don Raymond talk in 
this manner without interrupting him. *© Egad ! 
« Signior Caporis, I ſhould be glad to be one of 
e theſe people, for I have long wiſhed to ſee Mexi- 
« co.” Tour curiolity will preſently be ſatisfied, 
& ſaid the ſteward to him, if Signior de Santillane 
has no«objeCtion to it. Though I am very par- 
te ticular in the choice of thoſe whom I ſend to the 
Indies on this employment, (for I chooſe them 
« all) I will, without heſitation, venture to inſert 

ou in my regiſter, if your maſter deſires it.“ 
You will oblige me, by ſo doing, ſaid I to Don 
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& Raymond; pray give me that token of your 
e friendſhip. Scipio is a young man whom I 
* eſteem; beſides, he has a good underſtanding, 
„and will behave in an irreproachable manner. 
«In à word, I can anſwer for him as for my- 
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If that be the caſe, reſumed Caporis, let him 
* repair immediately to Seville; the ſhips will ſail 
« for the Indies in about a month; He ſhall have 
« a letter from me at his departure, to a man who 
6 will give him all neceſſary inſtructions to enrich 
© himſelf, without prejudicing the intereſts of his 
« excellency, which muft be conſidered as ſacred 
« upon all occaſions.” 

Scipio, delighted with his employment, made 
kaſte to ſet out for Seville, with a thouſand crowns 
which I gave him, to purchaſe wine and oil in An- 
daluſia, and put him into a condition to trade in the 
Indies on his own account. Nevertheleſs, rejoiced 
as he was to make a voyage by which he hoped to 
reap ſuch great advantages, he could not leave me 
without ſhedding tears, and I could not behold his 
departure without concern, 


CHAP. XI 


Don Alphonſo de Leyva comes to Madrid; what occaſions his 
Journey. Gil Blas is afflicted at the cauſe, but rejoices at the 
conſequence of it. 


CIPIO was no ſooner gone, than a page, be- 
= longing to the miniſter, brought me a billex 
containing theſe words, If Signior de Santillane 
& will give himſelf the trouble to call at St. Gabri- 
« es head in Toledo ſtreet, he will there find one 
« of his beſt friends.“ Who can this anonymous 
friend be ? ſaid I to myſelf. Why does he conceal 
his name? he wiſhes, I ſuppoſe, to give me the 
e pleaſure of ſurprize.” I went immediately to 
Toledo-ſtreet, and, going to the place appointed, 
was not a little aſtoniſhed to ſee Lon Alphonſo de 
Leyva. „ Are you here, my lord!” (cried I) 
„Les, my dear Gil Blas, anſwered he, claying ms 
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* in his arms, it is Don Alphonſo himſelf whom 
* you behold.” * What brings you to Madrid? 
ſaid I. It will both ſurprize and afflict you, replied 
0 he, to relate the cauſe of my journey. I am de- 
* prived of the government of Valencia, and the 
t prime miniſter has ordered me to court to render 
an account of my conduct.“ I remained a conſi- 
derable time mute and thunder-ftruck, then, reco- 
vering myſelf, aſked, of what he was accuſed. J 
am ignorant of the matter, ſaid he, but impute 
« my diſgrace to a viſit which I made about three 
« weeks ago to the cardinal duke of Lerma, who 
© has been a month confined to his caſtle of 
&« Denia.“ | | | 

« Really, ſaid I, it is not without reaſon that you 
& attribute your misfortune to that indiſcreet viſit ; 
* you need not ſearch elſewhere for the cauſe of it; 
and give me leave to ſay, you did not conſult your 
" aloe prudence, when you went to viſit the diſ- 
6 er miniſter,” . *The error is now committed, 
% ſaid he, and I have taken my reſolution with a 
« good grace. I intend to retire with my family 
<« ta the caſtle of Ley va, there to ſpend the reſt 
« of my days in profound tranquility. All that 
gives me any concern, is my being obliged to ap- 
« pear before a haughty miniſter, who may poſſibly 
e treat, me uncivilly. A {ſufficient mortification to 
* a Spaniard | nevertheleſs it muſt be ſubmitted to; 
but before I would make this ſubmiſſion, I was 
willing to ſpeak with you.” _ 

My lord, ſaid I, do not prelent yourſelf before 
the miniſter, till I know what you are accuſed of; 
* perhaps the evil is not without remedy. Be that 
« as it will, permit me, if you pleaſe, to exert my- 
A ſelf in your favour, as much as gratitude and 
« friendſhip require.” After theſe words, I left him 
at the inn, aſſuring, him that he ſhould hear from 
me in a very ſhort. time, : 
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As T had not meddled in ſtate- affairs ſince the 
two memorials, of which eloquent mention has 
been made, I went to Carnero, and aſked, if it was 
true that the government of the city of Valencia had 
been taken from Don Alphonſo de Leyva ? He an- 
ſwered in the affirmative, but ſaid he was ignorant 
of the cauſe. I then immediately formed a reſolu- 
tion to addreſs myſelf to his grace, that I micht 
learn from his own mouth, what reaſon he had to 
complain of Don Cæſar's fon. 
- I was ſo much concerned at this diſagreeable 
event, that I had no occaſion to affect a melancho- 
ly look to appear afflicted in the eyes of the count- 
duke. What is the matter, Santillane ? ſaid he as 
% ſoon as he ſaw me; I perceive an impreſſion of 
« forrow on thy countenance, and even the tears 
e ready to burſt from thine eyes: has any one in- 
« jured thee ? _ and thou ſhalt be revenged.” 
« My lord, anſwered I weeping, I could not con- 
« ceal my ſorrow from you if I would: Iam in the 
« utmoſt diſtreſs, being told that Yon Alphonſo de 
Leyva is no longer governor of Valencia; for I 
% could not have heard a piece of news that would 
c more ſenſibly affect me.“ What ſayeſt thou, 
Gil Blas? replied the miniſter with an air of aſto- 
« niſhment, what concern canſt thou have with that 
« Don Alphonſo and his government?“ I then 
gave him a detail of all the obligations I lay under 
to the lords of Leyva : and afterwards related in 
what manner I had obtained from the duke of Ler- 
ma, the government in queſtion for Don Cæſar's 
lon. 

His excellency having heard the whole ftory with 
an attention full of kindneis for me, ſaid, © Dry 
* up your tears, my friend, I was not only igno- 
e rant of what thou halt told me, but alſo confeſs 
that I looked upon Don Alphonlo as a creature 


« of the eardinal of Lerma : put thyſelf in my 
« ſitua- 
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<& ſituation ; would not the viſit which he made to 
© his eminence make thee ſuſpect him? I am wil- 
ling, however, to believe, that having received his 
employment from the cardinal, he took that ſtep 
< purely out of gratitude. I am ſorry for having 
« diſplaced a man who was indebted to thee for his 
% employment ; but if I have deſtroyed thy work, 
LIT can reſtore it. I will even do more for thee 
<« than the duke of Lerma did: thy friend Don Al- 
* Ro was no more than governor of the city of 
Valencia; I will make him viceroy of the king- 
dom of Arragon: thou mayeſt inform him of 
this piece of news, and deſire him to come and 
take the oaths.” 

At theſe words I paſſed from the extremity of 
grief to an exceſs of joy, which ſo greatly diſturbed 
my intellects, that my diforder appeared in the 
compliment of thanks which I made to his grace, 
who was not, however, diſpleaſed at my confuſion, 
But when I informed him that Don Alphonſo was 
already at Madrid, he ſaid I might introduce him 
that very day. I ran immediately to the St. Ga- 
briel, a Hh Don Cæſar's ſon was overjoyed to be 
informed of his new employment ; he could hardly 
believe what I ſaid ; ſo improbable did it appear to 
him, that the miniſter, whatever friendſhip he had for 
me, was Capable of beſtowing viceroyalties on my 
recommendation. 1 conducted him to the count- 
duke, who received him with great politeneſs, and 
told him, He had behaved ſo well in his govern- 
« ment of the city of Valencia, that the king, think. 
ing him qualified to fill a more honourable place, 
had named him to the viceroyalty of Arragon. 
« Beſides, added he, that dignity is not above your 
<« birth, and the nobility ot Arragon cannot mur- 
e mur at the choice of the court.“ 

His excellency made no mention of me, and the 
public were ignorant of the part which I acted in 
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this affair: 4 circumſtance that ſaved Don Alphonſo 
and the miniſter many ſatirical remarks, that people 
might have paſſed upon a viceroy of my making. 

As ſoon as Don Cæſar's ſon was certain of his ap- 
pointment, he diſpatched an expreſs to Valencia to 
inform his father and Scraphina of his good tortune, 
and they immediately came to Madrid: their firſt 
care was to find me, and overwhelm me with 
thanks. What an affecting and glorious ſight was 
it for me, to ſee myſelt affectionately embraced by 
the three perſons in the world whom ] valued moſt ! 
As ſenſible of my zeal and affection, as the honour 
which the poſt of viceroy reflected on their family, 
their expreſſions of gratitude to me were infinite; 
they even {puke to me as if I had been one of their 
own rank; they ſeemed to have forgot that I had 
been their ſervant; and thouglit they could never 
ſufficiently manifeſt their friendſhip. To lupprels 
uleleſs circumſtances, Don Alphonſo, having recci- 
ved his letters patent, thanked the king and his 
miniſter, and having taken the uſual oaths, ſer out 
with his family from Madrid, to go and fix his abode 
at Saragoſla *, where he made his entrance, with all 
the magnificence imaginable ; and the Arragonians 
teſtified by their acclamations that they were per- 
fectly well plealed with the viceroy whom 1 had 
ſet over them. 


* Saragoſſa, anciently Czſarea Auguſta, an ancient city, on 
the river Loro, capital of the kingdom of Airapon. It has an 
archbiſhop, ſovereign council, and 1s the feat of an uaiverſity 
and inquiſition. 
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Gil Blas meets at the palace, Pon Gaſton de Cogollos, and Dan An. 
drea de Torae/illas. The -conclufion of the flory of Don Gaſton 
and Donna Helena de Galiſſeo. Santillane does an important 
piece of ſervice to Torde/illas. 


I Swam in joy for having fo fortunately changed 
a diſplaced governor into a viceroy : even the 
lords of Leyva were leſs pleaſed at it than I was. 
1 had ſoon another opportunity of employing my 
intereſt for a friend ; which I think I ſhould relate, 
to perſuade the reader, that I was no longer the ſame 
GillBlas, who, under the preceding miniſtry, fold the 
favours of the court. 
Being one day in the king's antichamber, 
converſing with noblemen, who, knowing my 
ſituation with the prime-miniſter, did not diſ- 
dain my converſation ; I perceived in the crowd 
Don Gaſton de Cogollos, the ſtate priſoner whom! 
had left in the tower of Segovia, in the company of 
the keeper Don Andrea de Tordeſillas. I imme- 
diately quitted the noblemen to go and embrace 
theſe two friends, whom, if they were aſtoniſhed to 
ſee me there, I was at leaſt equally ſo, to meet 
in that place. After ſome friendly hugs on both 
ſides, Don Gaſton ſaid to me, “ Signior de Santil- 
lane, we have a thouſand queſtions to aſk each 
« Other, and this is not a convenient place for that 
<« purpoſe: ſuffer me to conduct you to a houſe where 
« Signior de Tordeſillas and I will be glad to have a 
<« long converſation with you.“ I conlented to this 
propolal : we ſqueezed through the crowd, anc 
going out of the palace, found Don Gaſton's coac!, 
waiting for us in tlie ſtreet; we all three went into 
it, and were driven to the great market - place, where 
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the bull-tights are performed, and where Cogollos 
lived in a very handſome houſe. 

« Signior Gil Blas,” ſaid Don Andrea, when we 
were ſeated in a hall magnificently furniſhed, © at 
« your departure from Segovia, you ſeemed to de- 
« ſpiſe the court, and to be reſolved to remove 
« from it for ever.” That was indeed my inten- 
« tion, anſwered I, and ſo long as the late king 
« lived, I did not alter my opinion; but when [ 
« underſtood that the prince his fon was upon the 
« throne, I was willing to ſee if the new monarch 
« would know me again ; he did recolle& me, and 
] was fo fortunate as to be favourably received; 
« he himſelf recommended me to the prime mini- 
« ſter, who has conceived a friendſhip for me, and 
« with whom I am in higher favour than ever I was 
ce with the duke of Lerma. This, Signior Don An- 
« drea, is what I had to tell you. Now pray in- 
« form me if you are ſtill keeper of the tower of Se- 
« povia?” © No, indeed, replied he: the count- 
« duke has put another in my place, believing me, 
perhaps, to be wholly devoted to his predeceſſor.” 
And as for me, ſaid Don Gaſton, I was reſtored 
* to liberty for a contrary reaſon, The prime mi- 
e niſter no ſooner heard that I was impriſoned at Se- 
« oovia by the duke of Lerma's order, than he or- 
« dered me to be diſcharged: it now remains, Sig- 
* nior Gil Blas, to inform you of what has happen - 
«ed to me ſince I obtained my liberty. 

The firſt thing I did, continued he, after hav- 
« ing thanked Don Andrea, for his indulgence to 
« tne during my confinement, was to repair to Ma- 
„ drid, and preſent mylelf before the count- 
duke d Olivarez, who ſaid to me,” © Be not 
« afraid that rhe misfortune which hath happen- 
« ed to you, will in the leaſt injure your reputati- 
on: you are now fully juſtified: and I am 
the more convinced of your innocence, becauſe 
„the marquis of Villareal, with whom you were 
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e ſuſpected to be an accomplice, was not guilty; 
* for though he is a Portugueze, and even related 
<« to the duke of Braganza, he 1s leſs in his intereſts 
than in thoſe of the king my maſter. Your intima- 
* cy with that marquis is therefore no reproach ta 
« you: and, in order to repair the injoltice which 
" you have ſuffered in being accuſed of treaſon, the 
ebe ing has beitowed upon you a licutenancy in the 
„ Spaniſh guards.“ . the commiſſion, en- 
treating his excellency to allow me, before I ſhould 
enter upon my duty, to go to Cora, and viſit my 
aunt Donna Eleonora de Laxarilla. The miniſter 
gave me leave for a month, and + fet out, accom- 
anied with only one lacquey. 

« We had already paſſed Colmenar, and were tra- 
yelling in a hollow road, between two mountains, 
when we perceived a <avalier defending himſcif va- 
liantly againſt chree men, who attacked hin) all to- 
gether, * did not heſitate, but haſtened to his al- 
ſiſtance, and put myſelf on his ſide. I obſerved 
while we fought that our enemies were maſked, and 
that we were engaged with expert ſwordſmen: how- 
ever, in ſpite of their ſtrength and fkill, we became 
conquerors ; for J 8 one of the three, who fel] 
from his horſe, and the other two immediately be- 
took themſelves to flight. The victory, indeed, was 
not much leſs fatal to us than to the wretch I killed; 
for, after the engagement, my companion and T 
found ourſelves dangerouſly wounded. But, gueſs 
what was my lyrprize, when, in this cavalier, I re- 
collected Combados, the huſband of Donna Helena! 
He was no leſs aſtoniſhed to diſcover that I was 
his defender: Ah, Don Gaſton ! cried he, was it 
« you then, who came to my afliſtance ! when 
6 you ſq generouſly eſpouſed my cauſe, you 
little imagined it was that of the man who depri- 
ved you of your miltreſs.” * was really 1gnq- 
kraut of it, replied I; but had I known you, do 
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& you imagine | ſhould have ſcrupled to have ated 
as | haye done? Are you ſo much miſtaken in 
eme as to ſuppoſe me ſo baſe ?” No, no, replied 
he, I have a better opinion of your virtue; and, 
4 jf I die of the wounds which I have received, I 
hope yours will not hinder you from profiting by 
my death.” Combados, ſaid I, though I have 
&« not yet forgot Donna Helena, know that I wiſh 
not to poſſeſs her at the expence of your life; I 
am even glad of having contributed towards pre- 
& ſerving you from the ſwords of three aſſaſſins, 
« ſince in that I have performed an action agreeable 
to your wife.“ 

« While we thus converſed together, my lacquey 
alighted, and approaching the dead cavalier, took 
off his maſk, and diſcovered features which Com- 
bados immediately knew. It is Caprara, cried 
he, that perfidious couſin, who, out of ſpite, for 
having been diſappointed of a rich eſtate which 
* he unjuſtly diſputed with me, has long cheriſhed 
the deſire of murdering me, and, at length, cho · 
„ ſen this day to put it in execution; but heaven 
e hath permitted him to fall a victim to his own vil- 
* lainous deſign.” 

In the mean time our blood flowed a- pace, and 
we grew weaker and weaker : nevertheleſs, wounded 
as we were, we had ſtrength enough togo to the town 
of Villarejo, which was about two gun-ſhots from 
the field of battle. On our arrival at the firſt 
inn, and ſending for ſurgeons, one was ſoon 
brought, who had the reputation of being very ex- 
pert in his profeſſion; he examined our wounds, 
which he found dangerous, then he dreſſed them, 
and the next day after having taken off the dreſ- 
ſings, declared that the wounds of Don Blas were 
mortal ; he judged more favourably of mine, and 
his prognoſtics were fulfilled. 

40 Com- 
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Combados hearing he could not recover, thought 
of nothing but 2 for death: he likewiſe diſ- 
tched an expreſs to inform his wife of what had 
happened, and of his preſent melancholy ſituation : 
na Helena, ſetting out immediately, ſoon arri- 
ved at Villarejo, her mind diſturbed with a diſqui- 
et which had two different cauſes : the danger in 
which her huſband was, and the dread of feeling, 
at the ſight of me, a flame which was but half ex- 
tinguiſhed, revive, created a terrible agitation in her 
breaſt. © Madam, ſaid Don Blas when ſhe came 
into his preſence, you arrive time enough to re- 
* ceive my laſt adieu: I am dying, and I conſider 
my death as the puniſhment of heaven, for having, 
by a fraud, deprived you of Don Gafton. So 5 
from murmuring at my fate, I even exhort you 
tt to reſtore to him the heart which I unjuſtly ſeized,” 
Donna Helena anſwered but with her tears ; and 
indeed, it was the beſt reply ſhe could poſſibly make, 
23S ſhe was not as yet ſo much detached from me, 
as to have forgot the artifice which he had practiſed 

to make her break her vows. 
It happened, as the ſurgeon had prognoſticated, 
that Combados died of his wounds, in leſs than 
three days, while mine indicated a ſpeedy cure. 
The young widow, wholly engroſſed by the care of 
conveying her huſband's corps to Coria, in order 
to perform all the funeral honours which ſhe owed 
to his aſhes, departed from Villarejo, after having 
enquired (from pure politeneſs) concerning my 
health. As ſoon as | could follow her, I ſer out al- 
ſo for Coria, where my recovery being completed, 
my aunt Danna Eleonora and Don George de Galiſ- 
reſolved that Helena and I ſhould be ſpeedily 
married, leſt fortune ſhould again part us, by ſome 
unlucky accident. This marriage was celebrated in 
rivate on account of the too recent death of Don 
las; and, a few days after, I returned to 8 
Witt 
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wich Donna Helena. Having exceeded the time 
preſcribed by the count duke for my journey, I was 
afraid he had given to another the lieutenancy which 
he had promiſed to me: but he had not diſpoſed of 
it, and was fo obliging as to admit the excuſes 
which I made for my delay. | 

« I am now, added Copollos, a lieutenant of the 
Spaniſh guard, am pleaſed with my employ- 
ment, and have contracted ſome agreeable friends, 
with whom I live very happily.” I wiſh 
* it, was in my power to ſay as much, cried 
« Don Andrea, but I am very far from being ſa- 
* tisfied with my condition: I have been diſcharged 
from my poſt, which was pretty advantageous z 
« and 1 have no friends who have intereſt enough 
to procure ine ſuch another.” Pardon me, Sig- 
% nior Don Andrea, ſaid I, ſmiling, you have in me 
* a friend who can be of ſervice to you. I have al- 
ready ſaid, that Iam a greater favourite of the 
* count-duke, than ever I was to the duke of Lerma, 
* and you dare tell me, to my face, that you have 
* not a friend who can procure a good place for 
you. Have I not already done you ſuch a piece 
* of ſervice ? Remember that, through the intereſt 
e of the archbiſhop of Grenada, I was the occaſion 
* of your being appointed to exerciſe an employ- 
ment at Mexico, where you would certainly have 
made your fortune, if love had not detained you 
in the city of Alicant : I am now more capable of 
* ſerving you, having the ear of the prime· miniſter.“ 
© I rely wholly upon you then, replied Tordeſillas, 
but, added he ſmiling, pray do not fend me to 
New. Spain; I would not go thither, if J was to 
«© be a the chief judge of Mexico.“ 


We were interrupted in this part of our conver- 
ſation by Donna Helena, who came into the hall, 
and whoſe amiable perſon equalled the charming 
idea which I had formed of her beauty. Madam, 


* ſaid Cogollos, I preſent to you Signior de San- 
tillane, 
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* tillane, of whom you have heard me ſpeak, and 
* whoſe agreeable company has often ſuſpended 
my ſorrows, while I was in priſon.” © Yes, ma- 
<« dam, faid I to Donna Helena, my converſation 
< pleaſed him, becauſe you was always the ſubject 
* of it.” Don George's daughter made a modeſt 
reply to my compliment; after which, I took my 
leave of this couple, proteſting that I was happy to 
find their long paſſion was at length crowned by a 
happy marriage. Then addreſſing myſelf to Tor- 
deſillas, I deſired him to give me his addreſs. 
which | received. © Without bidding you adich, 
Don Andrea, ſaid I, I hope, in leſs than eight 
days time, you will ſee that I have power as well 
* as inclination to ſerve you.” 1 

My words were ſoon verified ; thè very next day, 
the count duke furniſhed me with ap opportunity 
of obliging the keeper. © Santillang, ſaid his ex. 
„ cellency, the place of governor of the royal pri- 
<« ſon at Valladolid is vacant : it is worth upwards 
« of three hundred piſtoles per annum, and I am 
< reſolved to beſtow it upon thee,” * would not 
<« have it, my lord, anſwered I, were it worth ten 
| © thouſand ducats per annum: I renounce all poſts 
* that I cannot enjoy without removing from your 
„grace.“ © But, reſumed the miniſter, thou may'lt 
* enjoy this, without being obliged to leave Ma- 
0 drid, except to go ſometimes to Valladolid to vi- 
« ſit the priſon. © You may ſay what you pleaſe, 
< replied I; I will not accept of that employment, 
but on condition, that I ſhall be permitted to re- 
e ſign in favour of a brave gentleman, named Don 
Andrea de Tordeſillas, formerly keeper of the 
C tower of Segovia: I ſhould be glad to have it in 
* my power to make him that preſent, as an ac- 
* knowledgment for the kind treatment I received 
from him during my confinement.” 


The 
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The miniſter, laughing at this converſation, ſaid, 
I ſee, Gil Blas, thou haſt a mind to make a go- 
« yernor of a royal priſon, as thou haſt made a 
« yiceroy, Well, be it ſo, my friend; I give to 
« thee this place for Tordefillas ; but tell me in- 
&« genuouſly, what advantage thou art to reap from 
« it : for I cannot believe thee fool enough to em- 
« ploy thy intereſt for nothing.” „ My lord, ſaid 
« 1, is it not our duty to pay our debts ? Don An- 
« drea, in the mot diſintereſted manner, did me 
« all the ſervice he was able: ought not I to requite 
« his generoſity ?” „Tou are become very diſin- 
« tereſted, Mr. Santillane, faid his excellency ; I 
% think you were not quite ſo much ſo, under the 
c laſt miniſter.” * I confeſs it, ſaid I, my morals 
« were corrupted by bad example: as every thing 
« was then expoſed to ſale, I conformed to the 
« faſhion ; and as every thing is now given away, 
I have reſumed my integrity.” 

Thus I procured the government of the royal 
priſon of Valladolid for Don Andrea, and, in a ſhorc 
time, | ſent him to that city, as well ſatisfied with 
his new ſettlement, as I was with acquitting mylelt 
of the obligations I owed him. 


C0 AF. A; 


Santillane wifits the poet Nunnez : of the perſons he found there, 
and the converſation which paſſid at his lodgings. 


NE afternoon, I was ſeized with an inclina- 

tion of viſiting the Aſturian poet, being curi- 

ous to know in what manner he was lodged. I 
went therefore, to the houſe of Signior Don Ber- 
trand Gomez de Ribero, and aſking for Nunnez. 
« He does not live here, faid a footman who was at 
« the door, but . lodges there at preſent, having 
Vol. Il: 23G „ hired 


414 The ADVENTURES of 


* hired the back-ſide of the houſe,” While he pro- 
nounced theſe words, he pointed to a houſe in the 
neighbourhood, whither I went, and after having 
croſſed a ſmall court, entered into a naked hall, 
where I found m friend Fabricius ſtill at table, 
with five or ſix Xx his companions, whom he had 
that day entertained. 
They had almoſt finiſhed their repaſt, and con- 
ſequently were in a proper trim for diſputing ; but, 
as ſoon as they perceived me, their noiſy diſcourle 
ſubſided into profound ſilence. Nunnez role with 
great eagerneſs to receive me, crying, * Gentle- 
« men, this is Signior de Santillane, who is ſo Kind 
cas to honour me with a viſit; pray, join me in 
„paying your reſpects to the favourite ot the prime 
& miniſter.” In conſequence of thele words, all the 
gueſts role up to ſalute me; and, in favour of the 
title which I had reccived, treated me with the ut- 
moſt civility and reſpect. Though I was neither 
hungry nor thirſty, I could not excuie myſelf fron: 
ſitting down at table with them, and was even oblt- 
ged to honour the toaſt which they had propoſed. 

imagining that my preſence was a check upon 
their converſation, „Gentlemen, ſaid I, I have 
e interrupted your difcouric : pray reſume it, or? I 
* muſt be gone.” * Thele gentlemen, ſaid Fabri- 
cius, were talking of the Ipb:gema of Erripides, 
4 The batchelor Melchior de Villeo gas, who is a Critic 
of the firſt order, was aſking of "Signior Don Ja- 
te cinto de Romarata, what was the moſt intereſting 
e circumſtance of that tragedy,” -* Yes, ſaid Don 
% Jacinto, and I anſwered that it was the danger 
« of Iphigenia.” © And 1, ſaid the batchelor, re- 
« plied, (and I am ready to demonſtrate my aſſer- 
6c tion) that the danger is not the molt intereſting 

part of the ſubje&,” What is then?” reſumed 

the old licentiate Gabriel de Leon. © *Tis the wind, 
* faid the batchelor,” 

N The 
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The whole company burſt into laughing at this 
repartee, which I could not believe to be ſerious ; 
] ſuppoſed that Melchior pronounced it, with a view 
of enlivening the converſation : but I was unac- 
quainted with this virtuoſo, who was a man that 
did not at all underſtand raillery.“ Laugh as much 
« as you pleate, gentlemen, replied he drily; I 
« maintain, that the wind alone ought to intereſt, 
« ſurprize, and move the ſpectator : figure to 
« yourſelves a numerous army aſſembled to go and 
« beſiege Troy: imagine the impatience of the 
« chiefs and ſoldiers to execute that enterprize, that 
« they may ſpeedily return into Greece, where they 
« have left what is deareſt to them, their houſhold 
« poods, their wives and children: at the ſame 
« time a curſed contrary wind detains them at Aus 
« lis, ſeems to nail them to the port, and if it does 
not change, they cannot go and beliege the city of 
„ Priam : it is the wind, therefore, which conſti— 
« tutes the molt intereſting point of the tragedy. I 
« ſhare with the Greeks, | eſpoule their cauſe; J 
* only wiſh for the departure of the flect, and I fee 
with indifference the danger of Iphigenia, ſince 
eher death is the only means of obtaining a tavour- 
« able wind from the gods.“ 

As ſoon as Villegas had done ſpeaking, the 
laugh was renewed at his expenct. Nunnez was 
ſo miſchievous as to ſupport his opinion, that he 
might afford the greater ſport to the ralliers, who 
began to paſs a great many jokes upon the wind : 
but the batchelor, beholding them all with a phleg- 
matic, haughty look, treated them as ignorant and 
valgar fellows. I expected every moment to ſee 
them warm, and proceed to blows, the nſual end of 
their diſſertations : but I was diſappointed in my 
expectation ; they were contented with reviling each 
other, and withdrew when they had caten and drank 


their fill. 
0 5 G 2 After 
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After their retreat, I aſked Fabricius,, why he 
did not continue to live with his treaſurer; and if 
he had quarrelled with him, “ Quarrelled ! an. 
* ſwered he, Heaven forbid : I am a greater fa- 
<« yourite than ever with Signior Don Bertrand, 
« who has allowed me to lodge by myſelf. I have, 
* therefore, hired theſe apartments to receive my 
friends, and make merry with them in fullliberty, 
« which is frequently the caſe :- for thou knoweſt 
« that I am not of a humour to leave much wealth 
** to my heirs; and, what is very happy for me, I 
« am, at preſent, in a condition of enjoying parties 
« of pleaſure every day.” I am rejoiced to hear 
« jr, ſaid I, my dear Nunnez, and I cannot help 
« congratulating thee again, upon the ſucceſs of thy 
«laſt tragedy : the whole eight hundred dramatic 
te pieces of the great Lope, have not produced to 
as — one fourth of what thou haſt got by thy 
* Count de Saldagne.” 
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Gil Blas is ſent by the miniſter to Toledo; the motive and ſuccef, 
of his journey. 


URING the ſpace of almoſt a month, his 
grace had been ſaying to me every day, 
* Santillane, the time draws near when J ſhall ſer 
thy addreſs to work ;“ and ſtill this time did not 
arrive. At length, however, it came: and his 
excellency ſpoke to me as follows: © It is report- 
« ed that, in the company of players belong- 
ing to Toledo, there is a young actreſs whgte 
e talents make a great noiſe: it is faid that ſhe 
« dances and ſings divinely, and perfectly captivates 
« the ſpectator by her declamation. I am aſſured 
« alſo that ſhe has a great ſhare of beauty. 
« Such a ſubject deſerves to appear at court. The 
king delights in plays, muſic, and dancing; and 
he muſt not be deprived of the pleaſure of ſee- 
ing and hearing a perſon of ſuch uncommon me- 
« rit, I have reſolved, therefore, to lend thee to To- 
e ledo, to judge by thyſelf, whether ſhe is really 
« ſuch an aſtoniſhing actreſs. I will be governed 
* by the impreſſion ſhe ſhall make upon thee, as I 
* rely greatly upon thy diſcernment.” 

I an{wered, that I ſhould take care to give his 
grace a good account of that affair ; and prepared 
tor my departure, with only one lacquey, whom J 
ordered to put off the miniſter's livery, that things 
might be tranſacted the more myſteriouſly, Ang 

his 
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this was agreeable to his excellency's taſte. I then 
ſet out for Toledo, where, when | arrived, I alight- 
ed at an inn near the caſtle. Hardly had I ſet my 
foot to the ground, when the landlord, taking me, 
perhaps, for ſome country gentleman, ſaid to 
me, Signior cavalier, I ſuppoſe you are come 
« to town to ſee the auguſt ceremony of the Auto 
da Le, which is to be performed to-morrow.” I 
anſwered in the affirmative, thinking it more pru- 
dent to let him ſuppoſe that to be the caſe, than to 
give him an opportunity of queſtioning me about 
my coming to Toledo. You will fee, reſumed 
<« he, one of the fineſt proceſſions that ever happen- 
« ed: there are, I am told, upwards of an hundred 
<« priſoners, among which they reckon above ten 
« who are to be burnt.” 

The next morning, indeed, before ſun-rife, I 
heard all the bells of the city tolling; and this me- 
lancholy ſound was to intorm the people, that they 
were going to begin the Auto da Fe, Curious to ſee 
this teſtival, I put on my cloaths in a hurry, and 
repaired to the inquiſition. All along the ſtreets 
through which the proceſſion was to pals, ſcaffolds 
were erected, upon one of which I hired a place. 
Preſently, I perceived the Dominicans, who walked 
foremoſt, preceded by the banners of the inquiſi- 
tion. Theſe holy fathers were immediately followed 
by the wretched victims, which were to be ſacrificed 
that day by the holy office. Theſe miſerable crea- 
tures walked one after another, with their heads 
and feet bare, each having a wax-taper in his hand, 
and a godfather + by his ſide. Some had large ſca- 
pularies of yellow ſtuff, interſperſed with St. An- 
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+ Thoſe are godfathers who are named by the inquiſitor, 
to accompany the priſoners in the Auro da le, and are obliged 
to be anſwerable for them. 
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Andrew's croſſes painted red, and called Sanbenito; 

others wore Caroc bas, which are high cartridge caps 
made in the ſhape of a ſugar loaf, and covered with 
flames and diabolical figures. 

As I gazed attentively at theſe unfortunate peo- 
ple, with a compaſtion which I cautiouſly conceal- 
ed, that I might not ſuffer for it, I thought I 
recollected, among thoſe who had their heads 
adorned with Carochas, the reverend father Hilary, 
and kis companion brother Ambroſe. They paſſed 
ſo near me, that I could not poſſibly be miſtaken, 
« What do I ſee! ſaid I to myſelf : heaven, wea- 
dried with the diſorderly lives of theſe wretches, 
« hath delivered them at laſt to the juſtice of the in- 
« quiſition !” Speaking thus, I felt myſelf ſeized 
with horror: I trembled all over, and my ſpirits 
were ſo diſordered, that 1 had almoſt ſwooned. 
The connexion which I had once had with theſe 
villains, the adventure of Xelva, in ſhort, all 
the circumſtances of my correſpondence with them, 
preſented themſelves that moment to my imagina- 
tion; and I thought I could never be ſufficiently 
thankful to God, for having preſerved me from 
the ſcapulary and Carochas. OR 

The ceremony being ended, I returned to the inn, 
trembling at the dreadful ſpectacle which I had be- 
held: but theſe afflicting images, which diſturbed 
my imagination, inſenſibly diſperſed : and now, m 
whole ſtudy was to acquit myſelf handſomely of the 
commiſſion which my maſter had intruſted to my 
care. I waited impatiently for the play-houſe to 
open, that I mig!1t go to the theatre, judging that 
to be the moſt proper method of beginning my 
work : and, as ſoon as the hour arrived, I went thi- 
ther, and ſat down by a knight of Alcantara ; I en- 
tered into converſation th him: “ Signior, ſaid I to 
him, may a ſtranger preſume to aſk you one queſti- 
« on ?” «+ Sigmior Cavalier, anſwered he, very polite- 
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« Jy, 1 ſhall think it an honour.” „I have heard 
< the actors of Toledo, reſumed I, very much ex- 
4 tolled, pray tell me if I have been miſinformed ?” 
«© No, replied the knight, the company is not bad; 
« there are, indeed, great players among them. You 
vill ſee, among others the fair Lucretia, an actreſs 
« of fourteen years of age, who will aſtoniſh you. 
« Tt will be unneceſſary to point her out to you; 
« when ſhe appears, you will eaſily diſtinguiſh her 
« from the reſt.” I aſked if ſhe was to play that 
evening; he informed me ſhe would, obſerving at 
the ſame time, that ſhe had a very ſhining part to 
perform in the piece which was going to be repre- 
ſented. 
I The play began, two actreſſes appeared, who had 
neglected nothing which could contribute towards 
rendering them charming : but, in ſpite of the luſtre 
of their diamonds, I took neither of them for her 
whom I expected. At length, Lucretia walked for- 
wards from the bottom of the ſtage; and her ap- 
pearance was ſaluted by a long and general clap- 
ping of hands. Ah! there ſhe is, ſaid I to myſelf: 
dc what a noble air! what grace! what eyes! O 
te the angelic creature !” I was, indeed, very well 
pleaſed, or rather paſſionately ſtruck with her per- 
ſon. On hearing her recite the firſt couplet, I found 
ſhe had nature, fire, and an underſtanding above her 
age. I readily joined my applauſe to that which 
ſhe received from the whole audience during the 
performance. Well, ſaid the knight, you ob- 
<« ſerve how Lucretia is careſſed by the public.” 
« | am not in the leaſt ſurprized at it,” replied J. 
« You would be {till leſs ſo, ſaid he, if you had 
© heard her ſing. She is a perfect ſyren. Woe 
ebe to thoſe who liſten ! Her dancing is no leſs en- 
« chanting. Her ſteps, as dangerous as her voice, 
e charm the eye, and oblige the heart to yield.” If 
* that reay be the cale, ſaid I, it mult be __ 
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« ſhe is a prodigy | What happy mortal has the 
« pleaſure of ruining himſelf for ſuch an amiable 
« creature ?” che has no declared lover, ſaid he, 
« and even ſcandal has not as yet accuſed her of 
« any private intrigue. Nevertheleſs, added he, 
te this may ſhortly be the caſe ; for Lucretia is un- 
« der the conduct of her aunt Eſtella, who is cer- 
« tainly the moſt expert of all the actreſſes,” “- 
At the name of Eſtella, I interrupted the knight 
with precipitation, to aſk if Eſtella was an actreſs 
of the Toledo company. * She is one of the beſt 
« of them, faid he: ſhe has not, indeed, ated to- 
« day, and we have ſuffered by her abſence : ſhe 
« uſually plays the part of the waiting-woman, 
« which ſhe performs to admiration, Her action 
« 1s very ſpirited z perhaps too much fo : but it is 
* an agreeable fault, which ought to be forgiven.” 
The knight related wonders of this Eſtella ; and, 
by the picture he drew of her perſon, I never doubt- 
ed that it was Laura, that ſame Laura of whom I] 
have ſpoke ſo much in my hiſtory, and whom I had 
left at Grenada. | 
But, to beſti]] more certain, after the play, | went 
behind the ſcenes; and caſting my eyes around, 
found her in the dreſſing- room, talking to ſome 
gentlemen, who perhaps regarded her only as the aunt 
of Lucretia. I advanced to ſalute Laura; but, whe- 
ther through whim, or in order to puniſh me for my 
precipitate departure from the city of Grenada, ſhe 
retended not to know me, and received my civi- 
— ſo coldly, that I was a little diſconcerted. In- 
ſtead of upbraiding her in a jeering manner for her 
indifferent behaviour towards me, 1 was fool enough 
to be nettled at it: I even retired haſtily, reſolving, 
in my paſſion, to return the next day to Madrid. 
« To be revenged of Laura, ſaid | w myſelt, het 
& niece ſhall not have the honour of appearing be- 
fore the king; for this purpoſe, I can give to the 
Yor. II. 31 mi- 
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e miniſter ſuch a deſcription of Lucretia as I pleaſe: 
&« I need only acquaint him that ſhe dances auk- 
* wardly, that ſhe has a ſqueaking voice, and in 
* thort, that her charms conſiſt only in her youth. 
After that, I am ſure his excellency will have 
& no inclination to bring ker to court.“ 

Such was the vengeance I meditated againſt Lau- 
ra, for the treatment I received; but my reſentment 
did not continue long: the next day, juft as I was 
about to depart, a page entered my chamber, and 
ſaid, © Here is a letter for Signior de Santillane.“ 
J am the perſon, child,” anſwered I, taking the 
letter, which contained the following words: „ For- 
„get the manner in which you was received laſt 
* night in the dreſſing- room, and be fo obliging as 
« to follow the bearer.” I immediately followed 
the page, who, when we were near the play- 
houſe, introduced me into a very handſome houle, 
where] found Laura at her toilet, in a very gen- 
tce] apartment. 

She roſe up to embrace me, ſaying, © Signior 
„Gil Blas, I am ſenſible that you have no cauſe 
eto be pleaſed with the reception you met with, 
* when you came to ſalute me in our dreſſing- room; 
an old friend, like you, had a right to expect more 
e civil treatment: but J muſt inform you, for my 
« excuſe, that J was then in a very ill humour. 
When you appeared, I was entirely engroſſed by 
* ſome ſcandalous language, which one of our gen- 
tlemen had uttered againſt my niece, whoſe ho- 
* nour is dearer to me than my own. Your ſud- 
den retreat, added ſhe, made me immediately re- 
collect myſelt ; and ] inſtantly ordered my page 
eto follow you to your lodging, that | might make 
e amends to-day for my fault.“ That is already 
done, my dear Laura, taid J: let us mention 
© no more of that matter: let us rather inforn} 
each other of what has happened to us ſince the 
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« unlucky day, on which the dread of juſt cha- 
« ſtifement obliged me to quit Grenada with great 
precipitation. I left you, you may remember, in 
an embarraſſed ſituation : pray, how did you ex- 
« tricate yourſelf ? Had you not occaſion for all 
your addreſs, to appeaſe your Portuguele lover?“ 
„Not at all, replied Laura: know you not, that, in 
« ſuch caſes, the men are ſo weak, that they ſome- 
e times even ſpare the women the trouble to jul- 
« tify themſelves.” 

« [ affirmed, continued ſh2, to the Marquis of 
Marialva, that thou waſt really my brother. Par- 
don me, Mr. Santillane, if I ſpeak to you as fami- 
liarly as heretofore : but I cannot get rid of my old 
habits; I tell thee then, that I brazened it out; 
Do you not fee, ſaid | to the Portugueze nobleman, 
that all this is the work of jealouly and rage? 
Narciſſa, my comrade and rival, enraged to ſee me 
in the quiet poſſeſſion of a heart of which ſhe was 
diſappointed, has played me this trick : ſhe has 
bribed the under candle-!nufter, who, as the miniſter 
of her reſentment, has the impudence to ſay, that 
he has ſeen me Arſenia's chambermaid. Nothing 
can be a greater falſity : the widow of Don Antonio 
Coello always entertained too noble ſentiments, 
to humble herſelf ſo low as to be a lervant to an 
actreſs. Beſides, what proves the falſity of the ac- 
cuſation, and the conſpiracy of my acculers, is the 
precipitate retreat of my brother: if he was preſent, 
he might confound their ander: but Naxciſſa has 
probably employed ſome ucw artifice to make him 
diſappear.“ 


Though theſe res ſons, purſued Laura, made 
but an indifferent apulogy, the marquis was o 
obliging as to be ſatisfied with it: and that good- 
natured nobleman continued to love me, till the 
day of his departure irom Grenada, on his re- 
turn to Portugal. Indeed, he did not remain 
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long after thee: and the wife of Zapata had 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing me loſe the lover of 
whom I had deprived her. After that, I continued 
{ome years at Grenada : at length a diviſion happen- 
ing in our company, which is frequently the caſe, 
all the players ſeparated : ſome went to Seville, 
others to Cordova; and I came to Toledo, where 
1 have remained ten years with my niece Lucretia, 
whom thou muſt have ſeen perform laſt night, ſince 
thou waſt at the play.” 

I could not avoid Jaughing in this place; and 
Laura, aſking the cauſe, Cannot you guels? ſaid I: 
you have neither brother nor ſiſter, and conſequent- 
ly cannot be Lucretia's aunt. Beſides, when I cal- 
— the time which has elapſed, ſince our laſt ſe- 

paration, and compare it with the age of your 
niece, I cannot help thinking that you two are more 
nearly related,” 

J underſtand you, Mr. Gil Blas, replied Don 
Antomo's widow, bluſhing, what a chronologiſt 
you are | it is impoſſible to make you believe it. 
Well then, my friend, Lucretia is my daughter by 
the Marquis of Marialva ; ſhe is the fruit of our 
union; I can no longer conceal it from thee.” 
& What a prodigious effort you make, my princeſs, 
faid I, in revealing that ſecret, after having impart- 
ed to me your adventures with the ſteward of the 
hoſpital of Zamora. l muſt acquaint you, more- 
over, that Lucretia is a maid of ſuch ſingular me- 
rit, that the public can never be ſufficiently grateful 
to you for having made ſuch a preſent to it. It 
were to be wiſhed, that all your comrades had done 
the ſame.” | 
If ſome ſatyrical reader, in this paſſage, recol- 
lecting the private converſations which | had with 
Laura at Grenada, while | was ſecretary to the Mar- 
quis of Marialva, ſuſpects that 1 might have dit- 
puted with that nobleman the honour of being Lu- 
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cretia's father, it is a ſuſpicion, which to my ſhame 
I muſt avow to be unjuit. 

I related my principal adventures to Laura, in 
my turn, and informed her of my preſent ſituation. 
She liſtened to my narration ſo attentiveh, as to 
convince me that it was far from being indifferent 
to her: and when | had concluded, © Friend San- 
tillane, ſaid ſhe, I find you act a very conſiderable 

art on the theatre of the world ; and you cannot 
imagine how much I am rejoiced at your good for- 
tune. When I ſhall bring Lucretia to Madrid, in 
order to introduce her into the prince's company, I 
flatter myſelf that ſhe will find a powerful protector 
in Signior de Santillane.“ Never doubt it, replied I; 
you may depend upon me: I will procure your 
daughter's admittance into the prince's company, 
whenever you think proper: this is what | can pro- 
miſe, without preſuming too much upon my pow- 
er.” „ would take you at your word, replied 
Laura, and ſet out for Madrid to-morrow, were I 
not reſtricted to this place, by engagements with 
our company.” * An order from court can break 
theſe engagements, ſaid I, and I will anſwer for it 
ou ſhall receive one in leſs than eight days. I ſhall 
pleaſed in taking Lucretia from the Toledans : 
ſuch a beautiful actreſs is deſtined for courtiers, and 
properly belongs to us.” 

Lucretia entered the room the very moment that 
I had uttered theſe words: ſhe ſeemed fo pretty and 
engaging, that I took her for the goddeſs Hebe, 
She had juſt riſen; and her natural beauty, ſhining 
without the help of art, preſented a raviſning ob- 
ject to my ſight. Come, niece, ſaid her mother, 
come and return thanks to this gentleman for his 
% friendſhip : he is an old acquaintance ot mine, who 
has great intereſt at court, and intends to intro- 
« duce us both into the prince's company.” Theſe 
words ſeemed to give pleaſure to che dear girl, — 

| made 
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made me a low courtely ; and faid, with an enchant. 
ing ſmile, © I moſt ſincerely thank you for your 
«-obliging intention; but, in taking me from the 
* po bywhom I am approved, are you certain that 
<« I ſhall pleaſe the audience of Madrid? I ſhall, per- 
« haps, be a loſer by the change. I remember to 
have heard my aunt declare, that ſhe has ſeen ac- 
tors applauded in one place, and hiſſed in another; 
* and this conſideration gives me ſome concern: 
« beware of expoſing me to the contempr, and 
« yourſelf to the reproaches of the court.” © Fair 
Lucretia, replied I, neither you nor I have the 
* leaſt reaſon to be apprehenſive of that: I rather 
“fear that by inflaming every beholder, you will 
create ſome miſunderſtanding among our gran- 
e dees.“ The fears of my mece, ſaid Laura, are 
better founded than yours: but I hope they are 
ce both vain: if Lucretia cannot be admired for her 
beauty, however ſhe is no contemptible actreſs.“ 

Our converſation continued ſome time longer; 
and I had reaſon to ſuppoſe, from every thing which 
Lucretia ſaid, that ſhe was a girl of an uncommon 
genius. I then took my leave of the two ladies, aſ- 
ſuring them, that they ſhould ſpeedily have an order 
from court to repair to Madrid, 
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Santillane gives an account of his commiſſion to the minifler, by 
 awhom he is employed io bring Lucretia to Madrid, The arrival 
of that afrejs, and her appearance at court, 


T my return to Madrid, I found the Count- 
duke exceedingly impatient to know the ſuc- 
ceſs of my journey. Gil Blas, ſaid he, haſt thou 


* ſeen this celebrated actreſs? Is (he worth bringing 
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eto court?“ * My lord, replied I, fame, which 
« uſually extols beauties more than they deſerve, has 
not ſaid enough in commendation of young Lucre- 
« tia ; ſhe is an admirable girl, both with reſpect 
eto her perſon and talents.” 

Is it poſſible, cried the miniſter, (with an inte- 
« rjor ſatisfaction which I diſcovered in his eyes, and 
« which made me believe that he had ſent me to To- 
« ledo on his own account) is it poſſible that ſhe can 
ce beſo amiable as thou ſayeſt?ꝰ When you have 
« ſeen her, anſwered I, you will confeſs that no elo- 
« gium can do juſtice to her charms.” © Santillane, 
« ſaid his excellency, give me a faithful relation of 
« thy journey; it will give me pleaſure to hear it.“ 
To ſatisfy my maſter, I then recounted all, with- 
out omitting even the hiſtory of Laura, I informed 
him, that this actreſs had Lucretia by the Marquis 
of Marialva, a Portugueze nobleman, who, ſtop- 
ping at Grenada on his travels, became 1n love with 

er. In ſhort, when I had recounted to his grace 
every thing that had happened between me and the 
two actreſſes, he ſaid, „I am rejoiced to hear that 
„Lucretia is the daughter of a man of quality; 
e that circumſtance intereſts me {till more in her be- 
« half; ſhe muſt be brought to Madrid, But, 
added he, proceed as thou haſt begun; let me 
* not appear in it; every thing muſt be tranſacted 
* in the name of Gil Blas de Santillane.“ 

I went to acquaint Carnero, that his excellenc 
deſired him to expedite an order, by which the King 
received into his company Eſtella and Lucretia, 
two actreſſes of Toledo. Ah! Signior de Santil- 
lane, ſaid Carnero, ſmiling, you ſhall be ſerved 
immediately, ſince, in all appearance, you inte- 
* reſt yourſelf in behalf of theſe two ladies,” At 
the ſame time, he wrote an order with his own 
hand, and delivered it to me to be expedited ; 


ent it inſtantly to Eſtella by the ſame lacquey who 
had 
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had attended me to Toledo. Eight days after, the 
mother and daughter arriving at Madrid, took 
Jodgings near the prince's company, and their firſt 
care was to give me notice of it by a billet. I viſit- 
ed them immediately, where, after a thouſand ten- 
ders of ſervice on my part, and as many acknow- 
ledgments on theirs, I left them to prepare for their 
firſt public appearance, which I wiſhed might be 
brilliant and ſucceſsful. 

They were announced to the public, as two new 
actreſſes, whom the prince's company had received 
by an order from court; and they began with a 
comedy, in which they had often performed at 
Toledo with applaufe. In what part of the world 
are new ſights diſregarded ? The play-houſe was 
that day filled with ſpectators; and you may ima- 
pine that 1 did not fail to be there. I ſuffered a 

little before the piece began; and A ne as } 

was in favour of the talents both of the mother and 
daughter, I trembled for them, ſo much was I in- 
tereſted in cheir ſucceſs. Bur, ſcarce had they open- 
ed their mouths when my tears were baniſhed by 
the plaudits they received. Eſtella was looked up. 
on as an inimitable comic actreſs, and Lucretia as a 
prodigy in tender parts. The latter captivated all 
hearts. Some admired the beauty of her eyes, 
others were affected by the ſweetneſs of her voice: 
and the audience in genera}, ſtruck with the graces 
and brilliancy ot her youth, went away enchanted 
by her appearance. 

The count-duke, more intereſted than I imagined 
in the firſt eſſay of this actreſs, was at the play that 
evening; and I ſaw him go out about the end of 
the performance, ſeemingly very well ſatisfied with 
our two new actreſſes. Anxious to know it he was 
really affected with their ſucceſs, I followed him 
hotne, and going into his cloſet juſt after him, 


« Well, my lord, ſaid J, is your excellency ſatisfied 
with 
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« with young Marialva ?” „ My excellency, an- 
« ſwered he ſmiling, would be exceedingly nice in- 
« deed, if I refuſed to join my vote to that of the 
public. Yes, my friend, I am charmed with thy 
66 — and I doubt not but the king will be 
& pleaſed when he ſees her,” 
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Lucretia makes a great noiſe at court, and performs before his ma* 
Jejty, who becomes enamoured of her, The conſequences of his 


paſſion. 
7 HE appearance of two new actreſſes pre- 


ſently made a noiſe at court; the very next 

day it was mentioned at the king's levee, Some 
noblemen extolled the young | ucretia in particular, 
and drew ſuch a pleaſing picture of her, that the 
monarch was ſtruck with it: but, diſſembling the 
impreſſion which their converſation had made upon 
his heart, he ſeemed to take no notice of what they 
ſaid. But as ſoon as he found himſelf alone with 
the count-duke, he aſked who this actreſs was 
whom they praiſed fo laviſhly. The miniſter ſaid 
the was a young player of Toledo, who had made 
her firſt appearance the preceding night with great 
ſucceſs. “ She is called Luctietia, added he, a 
© name very ſuitable to people of her profeſſion. 
She is an acquaintance of Santillane's, who ſpoke 
©« ſo much in her commendation, that I thought 
e proper to receive her into your majeſty's compa- 
* ny.” The king ſmiled when he heard my name 
mentioned, he remembering, perhaps, at that inſtant, 
that it was I who had made him acquainted with 
Catalina, and foreſaw that | ſhould do aim a ſimilar 
piece of ſervice on this occaſion, * Count, ſaid he 
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ce to the miniſter, I will ſee this Lucretia perform 
« to-morrow. Take care to inform her of my in- 
c tention.” 

The count-duke, having repeated this converſa- 
tion to me, and informed me of the king's intenti- 
on, ſent me to impart it to our two actreſſes. 1 
come, ſaid I to Laura, {who was the firſt I met) 
<« to tell you a piece of important news; to-morrow 
you will have among your ſpectators the ſovereign 
* of this monarchy ; this is what I am ordered by 
the miniſter to acquaint you with. I doubt not but 
you and your daughter will do your utmoſt to 
« deſerve the honour which the king intends you; 
« but I adviſe you to make choice of a piece, in 
« which there is both dancing and muſic, that Lu- 
« cretia may have an opportunity of diſplaying all 
« her talents.” “ We will purſue your advice, repli- 
e ed Laura, and do our utmoſt to amuſe the prince.” 
« He cannot fail of being pleaſed, ſaid I, (ſeeing 
Lucretia come into the room in a diſhabille, 
* which gave her more charms than the moſt ſuperb 
« theatrical dreſs.) He will be the more delighted 
with your lovely niece, as he loves finging and 
% dancing above all other entertainments; it is 
& probable he may be tempted to throw the hand- 
« kerchief at her.” I do not in the leaſt wiſh, 
© replied Laura, that he may have any juch tempta- 
«* tion: notwithſtanding his being a potent monarch, 
4 he might find obſtacles to the accompliſhment 
« of his deſires. Lucretia is virtuous, though bred 
behind the ſcenes of a play houſe : and whatever 
« pleature ſhe may feel in ſeeing herſelf applauded 
on the ſtage, ſhe would much rather paſs for a 
“ yirtuous girl, than for a capital actreſs.” | 

„Why ſhould my aunt, ſaid young Marialva, 
* form ſuch chimeras to encounter with? I ſhall 
never be obliged to repulſe the ſighs of the king; 
* the delicacy of his taſte will preſerve him from the 
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ec reproaches he would deſerve, if he could humble 
« his attention to me.” © But, charming Lucretia, 
« ſaid I, if it ſhould happen that the prince ſhould 
« attach himſelf to you, and chuſe you for his mil- 
© treſs, would you be ſo cruel as to let him lan- 
« guiſn in your chains, like an ordinary lover?“ 
& Why not ? replied ſhe. Moſt certainly I ſhould: 
“ and though virtue were out of the queſtion, my 
« vanity would exult much more in reſiſting than 
« yielding to his paſſion.” I was not a little aſto- 
niſhed to hear a pupil of Laura expreſs herſelf in 
this manner; and left the ladies commending the 
mother for having beſtowed ſo good an education on 
her daughter. 

The next day, the King, impatient to ſee Lu- 
cretia, went to the theatre. They acted a perform- 
ance intermixed with ſongs and dances, in which 
our young Lucretia greatly ſhone. During the 
whole performance, I kept my eyes fixed on the 
monarch, and in his looks endeavoured to read his 
thoughts; but he baffled my penetration, by an 
air of gravity which all along he affected to pre- 
ſerve. 1 did not learn till the next day, what I was 
ſo anxious to know. ** Santillane, ſaid the mini- 
« ſter to me, I have juſt parted from the king, 
* who has ſpoke to me of Lucretia with ſo much 
« earneſtneſs, that I am convinced he is captivated 
* by that young player; and as I informed him 
* that thou waſt the occaſion of bringing her from 
Toledo, he ſaid he ſhould be glad to talk with thee 
ein private on that ſubject. Go immediately and 
< preſent thyſelf at his chamber door, where there is 
an order already given to admit thee, Run, 
therefore, and as ſoon as poſſible bring me an 
account of the converſation.” 

I flew inſtantly to the king, whom I found alone, 
walking haſtily up and down in expectation of my 
coming, and ſeemingly very much embarraſſed. 
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He aſked me ſeveral queſtions concerning Lucretia, 
whoſe hiſtory he obliged me to recount : he then 
aſked me if the little lady had ever been engaged in 
any intrigue. I boldly aſſured him that ſhe had 
not, (though ſuch aſfurances as theſe are a little 
raſh) and the prince ſeemed very glad to hear it. 
ef that be the caſe, ſaid he, I make choice of 
« thee for my agent with Lucretia; and deſire, that, 
e by thy means, ſhe may this evening learn her vic- 
« tory. Go, lignify her conqueſt from me, added 
« he, (putting into my hand a necklace worth up- 
« wards of forty thouſand crowns) and tell her that 
« [ deſire ſhe will accept of that preſent, till I give 
her more ſubſtancial proofs of my affeCtion.” 
Before l executed this commiſſion, I went to the 
count-duke, and made a faithful report of what the 
king had ſaid to me: I ſuppoſed that the miniſter 
would be more afflicted than rejoiced at this intelli- 
gence, for I believed, as I have already obſerved, that 
E himſelf had amorous views upon Lucretia, and 
would be chagrined to hear that his maſter was be- 
come his rival; but I was miſtaken, Far from a 
pearing mortified at the news, it afforded him ſo 
much joy, that, unable to contain it, ſome words 
eſcaped him, which did not fall to the ground. 
« Aha! Philip, cried he; by heaven, I have got 
« you faſt. For a time you will be ſick of bu- 
« fineſs.” This apoſtrophe diſcloſed to me the 
whole contrivance of the count- duke. I now per- 
ceived, that the miniſter, fearing the king ſhould 
apply himſelf to ſerious affairs, endeavoured to 
amuſe him with pleaſures more ſuitable to his hu- 
mour. Santillane, added he, loſe no time; make 
« hafte, my friend, to execute the important order 
<« which thou haſt received, and which many no 
&« blemen at court would glory in performing. Con- 
« ſider, ſaid he, that thou haſt here no count de Le- 
« mos to deprive thee of half of the honour ac- 
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it quired in this ſervice. Thou wilt have it entire- 
« ]y to thyſelf, and likewiſe enjoy all the fruits 

2 
Thus did his excellency gild the pill, which J 
ſwallowed down glibly, though not without taſting 
the bitterneſs of it: for, ſince my impriſonment, I 
had been accuſtomed to regard things in a moral 
point of view, and did not think the poſt of Mer- 
cury in chief quite ſo honourable as it was deemed. 
However, though I was not vicious enough to per- 
form it without remorſe, 1 had not virtue ſufficient 
to make me refuſe the employment. I therefore 
obeyed the king the more willingly, as I knew, at the 
ſame time, that my compliance would be agreeable 
to the miniſter, whom it was my ſole attention to 

leaſe. 
, I thought proper firſt to addreſs myſelf to Laura, 
to whom, in a private converſation, I prudently diſ- 
cloſed my miſſion ; and, towards the concluſion of 
the diſcourſe, preſented the jewels; at the fight of 
which, the lady being unable to conceal her joy, 
gave a looſe to it. Signior Gil Blas, cried ſhe, 
J ought not to conſtrain myſelf before the beſt 
and oldeſt of my friends. I ſhould be blameable 
to affect a falſe ſeverity of morals, and make 
* grimaces with you. Yes, you need not doubt, 
continued ſhe, that I am overjoyed that my 
daughter has made ſuch a precious conquelk, all 
the advantages of which I comprehend , but, be- 
«+ tween you and I, I am afraid that Lucretia will 
* behold them with a different eye: for, though a 
* daughter of the ſtage, ſhe is fo careful of her cha- 
* ſtity, that ſhe has already rejected the addreſſes of 
two young noblemen who were both amiable and 
* rich. You may ſay indeed, that noblemen are 
„not kings. True; and, perhaps, the paſſion of 
* a monarch will ſhake the virtue of Lucretia. 
* Nevertheleſs, I muſt tell you, that the matter 
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« js uncertain, and that I will never attempt to 
« force the inclinations of my daughter. If, fo 
far from thinking herſelf honoured by the tranſi. 
ent affection of the king, ſhe ſhall regard that ho- 
« nour as infamous, let not that auguſt prince bediſ. 
« obliged, if ſhe ſhould conceal herſelf from him. 
« Return to-morrow, added ſhe, and then I will 
<« inform you, whether you are to carry back to hin 
« a favourable anſwer, or his jewels.” 

I did not doubt, that Laura would exhort Lu- 
cretia to ſwerve from her duty, rather than remain 
in it, and I depenced greatly on that exhortation, 
Nevertheleſs, 1 learned, with ſurprize, the next day, 
that Laura had as much difficulty in ſeducing her 
daughter to vice, as other mothers have to model 
their's to virtue; and, which is ſtill more ſurprizing, 
Lucretia, after having granted ſome private inter- 
views to the monarch, felt ſo much remorſe for 
having yielded to his deſires, that ſhe ſuddenly 
quitted the world, and ſhut herſelf up in the mona- 
ſtery of the Incarnation, where ſhe ſoon was taken 
ill, and died of grief. Laura, being inconſolable 
for the loſs of her daughter, whoſe death ſhe up- 
braided herſelf with, retired into the convent of the 
female penitents, there to lament the pleaſures of 
her youth. The king was affected by the unex- 
peed retreat of Lucretia; but being of a hu- 
mour not to be long unealy at any thing, conſoled 
himſelf by degrees for this event. As for the count- 
duke, though he did not appear very much affected 
at this incident, it certainly gave him great mortifi- 
cation; which the reader will eaſily believe. 
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Bf the new emp liyment with which Santillane is inveſted by the 
miniſter. 


WAS alſo greatly affected by the loſs of Lucre- 
tia, and felt ſuch remorſe for having contribu- 
red to it, that, looking upon myſelf as an infamous 
wretch, in ſpite of the quality of the lover whoſe 
aſſion I had adminiſtered to, I reſolved to aban- 
don the Caduceus for ever. I eyen expreſſed to the 
miniſter the reluctance I had to bear it, and beg- 
ged he would think of ſome other method of em- 
ploying me. * Santillane, ſaid he, I am charmed 
« with thy delicacy ; and ſince thou art a man of 
e ſuch nice honour, will give thee an occupation 
more ſuitable to thy virtue. This it is; hearken 
$ attentively to what I am going to impart.” 
Some years before I was in favour, chance one 
* day preſented to my view a lady fo beautiful and 
« oenteel, that I ordered her to be followed. I 
« learned that ſhe was a Genoeſe, called Donna Mar- 
“ garita Spinola, who lived at Madrid, on the reve- 
nue of her beauty, and that Don Franciſco de 
« Valeaſar *, an alcade of the court, who was a 
rich old married man, ſpent large ſums of money 
© upon the coquette. This report, which ought to 
« have inſpired me with contempt for her, made 
eme conceive a violent deſire of ſharing her fa- 
* yours with Valeaſar; and in order to ſatisfy it, I 


Don Francifco Valeaſar actually married this lady when 
ſhe was pregnant, and adopted the boy, whom he educated 
and acknowledged as his own ſon, during the = of 31 
years; at the expiration of which the count-duke finding bim- 
ſelf without heirs male, had him legitimated and created mar- 
quis of Mayenza. 
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© had recourſe to a female go between, who had 
the addreſs to procure for me, in a ſhort time, 
« a private interview with the Genoeſe; and that 
« was followed by many more, ſo that my rival 
« and I were equally well treated for our preſents, 
Perhaps, ſhe had likewiſe other gallants as happy 
ag we were. | ; 

<« Be that as it will, Margarita, in receiving 
& fuch various homage, inſenſibly became preg- 
c nant, and brought forth a ſon, the. honour of 
&« whom ſhe beſtowed on each of her lovers in par- 
« ticular ; but neither of them being able to boaſt 
< himſelf the father of that child, it was diſowned 
« by them all; ſo the Genoeſe was obliged to 
& maintain it with the fruit of her intrigues : this 
< ſhe did for eighteen years, and dying at the end 
of that term, ſhe has left her ſon without fortune, 
and, which is worſe, without education. 

« This, purſued his grace, is the ſecret J had ta 
«© 3mpart, and I will now inform thee of the great 
% defign which I have projected. I will bring; this 
< unfortunate child from obſcurity, and making 
him paſs from one extreme to another, raiſe him 
* to honours, and acknowledge him for my fon.” 

At this extravagant project, it was impoſſible ſor 
me to be ſilent. , « How ! my lord, cried J, can 
« your excellency have taken ſuch a ſtrange reſolu- 
tion? Pardon me for uſing that term which hath 
« eſcaped my zeal.” Thou wilt find it is very 
« prudent, replied he with precipitation, when I.have 
< told thee the reaſons that have determined me to 
« takeit. I am unwilling that my collaterals ſhould 
« be my heirs. Thou wilt perhaps ſay, that I am 
<« not of ſuch an advanced age, as to make me de- 
e ſpair of having children by my lady Olivarez. 
& But every one is the beſt judge of himſelf. Let 


« jt ſuffice to tell thee, that there is no ſecret in chy- 
EE. « miſtry 
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« miſtry which I have not tried in vain to become 
« a father. Therefore, ſince Fortune, ſupplying 
« the defect of Nature, preſents a child to me, 
« whoſe real father perhaps I am, I am reſolved to 
« adopt him.” 

When 1 perceived the miniſter was bent on this 
adoption, I ceaſed to oppole it, knowing him to 
be a man capable of committing a fooliſh action ra- 
ther than giving up his own opinion. The ſole 
% buſineſs now, added he, is to beſtow an educa- 
te tion upon Don Henry Philip de Guzman, (for 
« this name I intend he ſhall bear) till he ſhall he 
* in a condition to poſſeſs the dignities that await 
him. Thou, my dear Santillane, art the perſon 
e whom I chooſe to be his conductor. I confide 
ein thy underſtanding, and attachment to me, for 
© thy care in regulating his family, in giving him 
« all ſorts of maſters ; in a word, of making him an 
* accompliſhed cavalier.” I would have refuſed 
accepting this employment, repreſenting to the 
count duke that I was not qualified to educate 
young noblemen, having never practiſed that em- 
ployment, which required more knowledgeand merit 
than I poſſeſſed. Bur he interrupted me, and ſtopped 
my mouth, by ſaying “ that he was abſolutely deter- 
* mined to make me governor to this adopted fon, 
* whom he deſtined tor the firſt departments in the 
* ſtate.” I prepared myſelf theretore to execute 
this office, for the ſatistaction ot his grace, who, 
to reward my compliance, increaſed my imall reve- 
nue with a penſion of a thouland crowns, which he 
procured for me, or rather gave me, on the com- 
mandery of Mamdra. 
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CHAP. v. 


The ſen of the Genoeſe lady is acknowledged by an authentic act, and 
named Den Henry Philip de Guzman. Santillane forms the family 
of that young nobleman, and engages all ſorts of maſttrs for hin, 


1 count. duke in a fhort time really ac- 
| knowledged the ſon of Donna Margarita Spi- 
nola, and the deed was executed with the conſent 
and approbation of the king. Don Henry Philip 
de Guzman (for thit was the name given to this 
ſon of many tathers) was declared ſole heir of the 
count d'Clivarez, and of the dutchy of San Lucar, 
The miniſter, that no one might be 1gnorant of this 
event, ordered Carnero to communicate the declara- 
tion to the ambaſſadors and grandees of Spain, who 
were not a little ſurprized at his conduct. It afford- 
ed the wits of Madrid a fund of mirth for a long 
time, and the ſatirical poets did not neglect ſuch a 
fair occaſion of ſhedding the gall of their pens. 

J aſked where this gentleman was whom his 
grace intended to intruſt to my care; * He is in 
<« this city, replied he, under the direction of an 
« aunt, from whom I intend to take him, as ſoon as 
thou ſhalt have prepared a houſe for him.” This 
was preſently performed. I took a houſe and cauſed 
it to be magnificently furnifhed ; I hired pages, a 
porter and feotmen; and, with the aſſiſtance of Ca- 
poris, filled up the places of his officers. When I 
had completed his attendance, I went to acquaint 
his exccllency of it, who immediately ſent for his 
equivocal heir, and new ſhoot from the trunk of 
the Guzmans. I found him a tall young fellow of 
an agreeable perſon. © Don Henry, ſaid his grace 
« to him, (pointing with his finger to me) this gen- 
« tleman is the guide whom J have choſen to = 

| 1 


* 


duct you in the career of life. I repoſe the 
e greateſt confidence in him, and give him abſolute 
* command over you. Yes, Santillane, ſaid he, 
« turning to me, I commit him entirely to your care, 
and doubt not but you will give a good account 
«* of him.” To this diſcourſe the miniſter joined 
others, exhorting the young man to be obedient to 
my directions ; after which, I conducted Don Hen- 
ry to his houſe, where, when we arrived, I made 
all his domeſtics paſs in review before him, ſigni- 
tying the office of each. He did not ſeem in the 
leaſt confounded at the change of his condition; 
and, accommodating himſelf to the deference and 
officious reſpect that was ſhewn+ to him, he ſeemed- 
to have been always the character which he was now 
become by chance. He did not want capacity, but 
was wholly illiterate, being hardly able to read or 
write. I provided him a preceptor to teach him the 
elements of the Latin tongue, and hired for him 
maſters of geography, hiſtory, and fencing. You 
may imagine I did not forget a dancing maſter : 
I was only embarraſſed in the choice, for at that 
time there was a great number celebrated in that 
profeſſion at Madrid, and I did not know to whom 
1 ought to give the preference, 

While I was 1n this perplexity, a man richly 
dreſſed came into the court of our hatel, and I be- 
ing told that he wanted to ſpeak with me, went to 
him, imagining that he was at leaſt a knight of St. 
Jago or Alcantara, When I aſked his commanus, 
« Signior de Santillane, anſwered he, (after having 
« made ſeveral bows, which ſmelt ſtrongly of his 
6 profeſſion) hearing that your worſhip is the per- 
* {on who chooſes maſters for Signior Don IJenry, 
* I am come to offer my ſervice; my name is Mar- 
« tin Ligero, and I have, thank heaven, ſome re- 
* putation. I am not accuſtomed to come and ſoli- 
eit far ſcholars; that is the province of little oh- 
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&« ſcure dancing-maſters. I uſually wait till T am 
« ſent for; but as I have taught the duke de Me- 
« dina Sidonia, Don Lewis de Haro, and ſome 
<« other noblemen of the family of Guzman, to which 
4] am as it were a ſervant born, I thought it my 
* duty to anticipate your meſſage.” © I find by 
« your converſation, ſaid I, that you are the man 
« we want. How much do you aſk. per month?“ 
« Four double piſtoles, anſwered he, is the com- 
c mon price, and I give only two leſſons per week.“ 
« Four doubloons per month! cried I; that is a 
<« great deal.“ How! a great deal | replied he, 
<« (with an air of aſtoniſhment) you would give a 
&* piſtole a month to a maſter of philoſophy.” 
There was no reſiſting ſuch a pleaſant reply, at 
which I laughed heartily, and aſked Signior Ligero, 
if he really thought a man of his profeſſion prefer- 
able to a maſter of philoſophy. * Certainly ! ſaid 
<« he ; we are of much greater uſe than thoſe gentle- 
* men. What is a man before he has paſſed thro? 
„% our hands? what but an unlicked cub ? but our 
<« leſſons mould him by degrees into a proper form. 
* In a word, we teach him to move gracefully, 
giving him attitudes and airs of dignity and 
« grace,” © ar | nM | 
I ſubmitted to the arguments of this dancing- 
maſter, whom I engaged for Don Henry, at the 
rate of four double piſtoles per month, ſince that 
was the common price of the great maſters of his 


CHAP. 


GIL BLAS. 441 


CHAP. VI. 


$cipio returns from New: Spain. Gil Blas ſettles him in the ſervic 
: of Don Henry. The fludies of that young nobleman, with thy 
honours which were conferred upon him, and an account of the 
lady to whom he was married, How Gil Blas becomes noble in 


Jpite of himjelf 


Had not yet completed the half of Don Henry's 
| houſhold, when Scipio returned from Mexico. 
I aſked him if he was ſatisfied with his voyage; 1 
have reaſon to be ſo, replied he; ſince, with three 
4 thouſand ducats in ſpecie, 1 have brought over 
« twice as much in merchandize of the conſumption 
* of this country.“ I congratulate thee, my 
« friend, replied I. Thy fortune is now begun; and 
« it is in thy power to complete it, by going to the 
Indies again next year; or, if thou preferreſt an 
* agreeable-poſt at Madrid, to the trouble of going 
c ſo far to amaſs wealth, thou haſt nothing to do but 
« to ſpeak ; I have one at thy ſervice.” By hea- 
ven, ſaid the ſon of Coſcolina, there is no room 
$ for heſitation. I would much rather accept a 
E good employment near you, than again expoſe 
e myſelf to the perils of a long voyage. Pray, 
“ maſter, explain yourſelf, what ſituation do you 
* intend for your humble ſervant ?” 

For his better information, I related to him the 
ſtory of the young nobleman, whom the count duke 
had introduced into the family of Guzman; and 
after having finiſhed this curious detail, and told 
him that the miniſter had appointed me governor to 

on Henry, I promiſed to make him valet de 
chambre to that adopted ſon. Scipio, who defired 
nothing better, willingly accepted of the place, and 
OTE Tn Ne | "Bk acquitted 
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acquitted himſelf in it ſo well, that in about three 
or four days, he acquired the confidence and friend- 
ſhip of his new maſter. 

I thought the pedagogues, whom I had choſen 
to teach the ſon ot the Genoeſe, would find their La- 
tin thrown away, believing one at his age undiſ- 
ciplinable ; but I was greatly miſtaken. He readi- 
I comprehended and retained all that was ſhewn to 
him, and his maſters were very well ſatisfied with 
his capacity. I ran eagerly to impart this piece of 
information to the duke, who received it with exceſ- 
five joy. © Santillane, cried he, in great tranſport, 
I am overjoyed to hear that Don Henry has ſuch a 
memory and penetration I perceive my own blood 
in him; and what convinces me of his being my 
fon, is, that I feel as much affection for him, as if 
he had been born of my lady Olivarez. Thou ſeeſt 
by this, my friend, that nature declares itſelf.” I 
was not fool enough to tell his grace what I thought 
of the matter; but, reſpecting his weakneſs, left 
him to enjoy the pleaſure (whether true or falſe) of 
believing himſelf the father of Don Henry. 

Though all the Guzmans entertained a mortal 
hatred for this new-made young nobleman, they diſ- 
iembled it from intereſted motives ; nay, ſome of 
them affected to court his friendſhip : he was viſited 
by the ambaſſadors and grandees who were then at 
Madrid, and honoured by them as much as if he 
had actually been a legitimate ſon of the count- 
duke. This miniſter, rejoiced to ſee ſuch incenſe 
offered to his idol, ſoon embelliſhed him with digni- 
ties. He began by aſking of the king the croſs of 
Alcantara, with a commandery worth ten thouſand 
crowns, for Don Henry. Soon after, he was made 
gentleman of the bed- chamber. Then, reſolving to 
marry him to a lady of the moſt noble family of Spain, 
he caſt his eyes upon Donna Juana Velaſco, daugh- 
ter to the duke of Caſtile, and had ſufficient intereſt 
| £Q 
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to accompliſh the marriage, in ſpite of that duke 
and all his relations. 

A few days before the marriage, his grace having 
ſent for me, putſome papers into my hand, ſaying, 
Hold, Gil Blas, here are letters of nobility, which 
I have ordered to be expedited for thee.” « My 
lord, anſwered I, with aſtoniſhment, your excel- 
„ lency knows that I am the ſon of a poor duenna 
and ſquire; therefore, in my opinion, the nobility . 
« would be profaned by my aſſociation ; and it is, 
of all the favours which his majeſty could beſtow, 
* that which I the leaſt deſerve or deſire.” © Thy 
« birth, replied the miniſter, is an obſtacle that is ea- 
« fily removed: thou haſt been employed in the affairs 
of the ſtate, both under the duke of Lerma's mi- 
e niſtry and mine: beſides, added he, with a ſmile, 
e haſt thou not done the monarch ſome ſervice, 
« which deſerves a recompence? In ſhort, Santillane, 
« thou art not unworthy of the honour which I have 
% procured for thee. Beſides, the rank which thou 
* holdeſt with regard to my fon, requires that thou 
t“ ſhouldeſt be ennobled; and it is on that account 
that I have obtained the patent.” © I ſubmit, 
my lord, replied I, ſince your excellency inſiſts 
* upon my compliance.“ I then retired with my pa- 
tent 1n my pocket. 

lam now a gentleman (ſaid I to myſelf, when 
I had got into the ſtreet) ennobled without being 
obligated to my parents for my quality. 1 may, 
when it is my pleature, be called Don Gil Blas, and 
if any one of my acquaintance ſhall take it in his 
head to laugh in my face when he calls me fo, | will 

produce my patent. But ler us read it, continued | 
I, (taking it out of my pocket) and ſee in what 
manner my original meannets is waſhed away.” t 
peruſed the paper, the ſubilance of which was, that 
the king, to reward the zeal which I had manifeſted, 
en niore occaſions than one, for his fervice, and the 
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benefit of the ſtate, had thought proper to reward 
my attachment with letters of nobility. I will ven- 
ture to ſay in my own favour, that they did not in- 
ſpire me with the leaſt pride. Having the meanneſs 
of my extraction always before my eyes, this ho- 
nour humbled me inſtead of rendering me vain ; 
I therefore determined to lock up my patent in a 


drawer, and never boaſt of having one in my poſ- 
ſeſſion; 


HAP. VII. 


Gil Blas accidentally meets Fabricis again. The laſt converſation 
that happened between them, and the important advice whicl, 
Nunez gave ts Santillans. 


F i HE Aſturian poet, as the reader muſt have 
| obſerved, voluntarily neglected me, and my 
occupations did not permit me to viſit him. I had 
not ſcen him ſince the day of the diſſertation on the 
Iphigenia of Euripides, when chance again threw 
him in my way near the gate of the ſun, He was 
coming out of a printing houſe, and I accoſted him 
thus, Aha! Mr. Nunnez, you have been at the 
< printer's, that ſeems to threaten the public with a 
new performance of yours.” 

5 That indeed it may expect, anſwered he. 
« have really in the preſs a pamphlet which will 
„make ſome noiſe in the republic of letters.“ 
%] have no doubt of the merit of thy production, 
* replied I, but am aſtoniſhed at thy compoſing 
« pamphlets, which in my opinion are trifles thar 
do no great honour to a man of genius.” © l 
Know it very well, ſaid Fabricio, and am not 
* ignorant that none but thoſe who read every thing, 
« amuſe themſelves with pamphlets. However, 
& this one has eſcaped me, which | confeſs to thee = 
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« the child of neceſſity. Hunger, thou k noweſt, 
« will bring the wolf out of the wood.“ 

« [ſow ! cried I, does the author of the Count 
&« de Saldlagne talk in this ſtrain? a man who has 
« two thouſand crowns a year to make ule ot ſuch 
« language !” ©: Softly, friend, ſaid Nunnez, I am no 
« Jonger that happy poet who enjoyed a well-paid 
& penſion, The affairs of the treaſurer Don Ber- 
te trand are ſuddenly fell into diſorder. He has 
« fingered and ſquandered away the king's money ; 
« all his effects are ſeized, and my penſion is gone 
* to the devil.” That 1s. indeed, a melancholy 
affair, retuined j; but haſt thou no hope remain- 
ing from that quarter?” * Not the leaſt, replied 
« he: Signior Gomez de Ribero, as poor as his 
poet, is ſunk to the bottom, and will never, it is 
« imagined, get his head above water again.” 

If that be the caſe, my friend, ſaid I, I muſt 
* find out ſome employment to conlole thee for the 
loſs of thy penſion.” I will ſpare thee that 
* trouble, replied he. If thou ſhouldſt offer me an 
employment in the miniſter's offices worth three 
« thouſand crowns annually, I would refule it. 
« The buſineſs of clerks will not agree with the 
„humour of a foſter-child of the muſes : I mult 
* enjoy my literary amuſements. What elle ſhall 
] fay to thee? | am born to hve and die a poet, 
* and my deſtiny mult be fulfilled. 

But do not imagine, continued he, that we are 
« very unhappy: for we not only live in perfect 
independence, but we are beings without care. 
People imagine that we often dine with Demo- 
« critus, and there they are miſtaken. There is 
not one of my fraternity, not even excepting the 
* almanac-makers, who is not welcome to ſome 
good table. Hor my own part, there are two fa- 
* milies where I am always received with plealure. 
« I have two covers laid for me every day, one at 
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« the houſe of a fat director of the farms, to whom 
« have dedicated a romance; and the other at a 
« rich citizen's, who has the malady of being thought 
to entertain wits every day at his table; luckily he 
« 1s not very delicate in his choice, and the city fur- 
e niſhes him with great plenty.“ 

« ] ceale to pity thee then, ſaid ' to the Aſtu- 
e rian poet, ſince thou art contented with thy con- 
edition: though I again proteſt to thee, that thou 
„ haſt always in Gil Blas a friend, who is proof 
« againſt thy neglect and indifference z it thou haſt 
« occaſion for my purſe, come to me boldly, and 
&« let not a filly baſhfulneſs deprive thee of an 11- 
e fallible ſuccour, and rob me of the plcalure of 
* obliging thee,” 

Ey that generous ſentiment, cried Nunnez, [ 
66 recolle& my friend Santillane ; I retura a thou- 
« ſand thanks for thy willingneſs to ſerve me, and 
out of gratitude will give thee ſome hole ſome 
advice. While the count-duke continues in 
* power, and thou art in poſſeſſion of his favour, 
profit by the opportunity, make haſte to enrich 
* thyſelf, for I am informed he begins to totter.“ 
I aſked Fabricius if he had received that intelli- 
gence on good authority: © I have it, ſaid he, from 
* a knight of Calatrava, who has a very {ſingular 
* talent in diſcovering the moſt hidden ſecrets ; he 
* 1s looked upon as an oracle, and thus I heard him 
< exprels himtelf yeſterday. The count-duke has 
many enemies, who are all united to ruin him; 
* he places too much dependence on the aſcenden- 
* cy which he has over the king; that monarch, 
eit is ſaid, begins to liften to the complaints, which 
„have already reached his ears.” I thanked Nun- 
nez for his information, of which I took very little 
notice, and returned home, perſuaded that iny maſ- 


ter's authority was immovcable; and conſidering 
| him 


ee 447 


him as one of thoſe old oaks which are rooted in a 
foreſt, and which no tempeſts can overthrow, 


COAT: HI 


Gil Blas is convinced that Fabricius intelligence is true. The 
; king £0es 10 Saragaſſa. 


F.vertheleſs, the Aſturian poet's information 

was not without foundation. There was inthe 

alace a ſecret confederacy formed againſt the count- 

duke, and the queen was ſaid to be at the head of it 

but none of the mealures which they had concerted 

todiſplace the miniſter, had tranſpired: nay, a whole 

year paſſed, before i perceived that his favour had 
received the leaſt ſhock. 

But the revolt of the Catalonians, ſupported by 
France, and the ill ſucceſs of the war againſt theſe 
rebels, excited the murmurs of the people, who 
complained of the government. Theſe complaints 
occaſioned a council to be held in the preſence of 
the king, who deſired the marquis de Grana, am- 
baſſador from the emperor at the court of Spain, to 
be preſent. The ſubject of their deliberation being, 
whether it was moſt proper for the king to conti- 
nue in Caſtile, or go and ſhew himſelf to his troops 
in Arragon : the count-duke, who was averſe to the 
prince's departure for the army, ſpoke firſt : he re- 
preſented that it was better for his majeſty, to re- 
main in the center of his dominions; and ſupported 
his opinion with all the reaſons which his — N 
could produce. He had no ſooner concluded his ſpeech, 
than his advice was unanimouſly followed by every 
one in council, except the marquis of Grana, who 
liſtening only to his zeal for the houſe of Auſtria, 
and giving way to the frankneſs of his nation, op- 

3 Ws poſcd 
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poſed the ſentiment of the prime miniſter, and ſup- 
ported the contrary opinion with ſuch force of argu- 
ment, that the king embraced his opinion, though 
it was oppoſite to that of the whole council, and 
fixed the day of his departure for the army. 

This was the firſt time that ever his majeſty pre- 
ſumed to think otherwile than his favourite ; who, 
looking upon this novelty as a high affront, was ve- 
ry much mortified. When the miniſter was going 
to retire into his cloſet, to bite upon the bridle at 
liberty, he perceived me, and taking me in with him, 
related what had paſſed at council, with great emo- 
tion : then, like a man who could not recover him- 
ſelf from his ſurpriſe, „es, Santillane, continued 
* he, the king, who for thele twenty years paſt hath 
* ſpoke with my mouth, and ſeen through my eyes, 
* now prefers the opinion of Grana to mine: and 
in what manner too? loading the ambaſſador with 
« elogtums, and, in particular, commending his 
*« zeal for the houſe of Auſtria, as it that German 
* had more eſteem for it than | have. 

Hy this, it is eaſy to judge, purſued the mi- 
e niſter, that there is a party formed againſt me, 
* and that the queen is at the head of it,” * Why, 
* my lord, ſaid I, ſhould you make yourſelf unca- 
« ſy with that conjecture? Has not the queen, for 
« upwards of twelve years, been uſed to ſee you at 
the helm; and have you not long ſince prevail- 
* ed upon the king not to conlult her? As for the 
© marquis of Grana, the monarch, perhaps, choſe 
his opinion, from a deſire of ſeeing his army and 
making a campaign.” * That is not the calc, 
e faid the count-duke; ſay rather, my enemies 
e hope that the king, being among his troops, will 
always be ſurrounded by the noblemen who 
vill attend him; and that more than one will be 


found fo much diſguſted at me, as to cenſure my 
ad- 
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« adminiſtration : but they are miſtaken, added he 
& [ will make the prince inacceſſible to them all, du- 
« ring the journey.” This he actually performed 
in a manner that deſerves to be related. 

The day of the king's departure being arrived, 
that monarch, after having entruſted the queen with 
the care of the government in his abſence, let out for 
Saragoſſa; but in his way, paſſing by Aranjuez“, 
he was ſo delighted with the place, that he conti- 
nued there almoſt three weeks : from Aranjuez the 
miniſter carried him to Cuenga, where he amuſed 
him {till longer, by various diverſions. Then the 
pleaſures of the chace detained him at Molina of 
Arragon; after which, he was conducted to Sara- 
goſſa. His army being not far from thence, he 
prepared for going to it; but the count-duke al- 
tered his inclination, by prevailing on him to be- 
lieve that he would be in danger of being taken 
by the French, who were matters of the plain of 
Mongon : the king, therefore, being afraid of the 
danger which he had no reaſon to fear, took the re- 
ſolution of remaining ſhut up at home, as in a pri- 
ſon. The miniſter, taking the advantage of his ter- 
ror, and under pretence of watching for his ſafety, 
guarded him, as it were, from the ſight of every one: 
and the grandees, who had been at a great expence 
to put themſclves in a condition to attend their ſo- 
vereign, had not even the ſatisfaction of obtaining 
one private audience. Philip, at leagth, weary of 
being ill accommodated at Saragoſſa, and of paſſing 
his time ſtill worſe, or if you pleaſe, of being a pri» 


Aranjuez, a royal palace in New Caſtile, ſitua ed near 
the rivers f '[Caio and Garama, in a large plain ſurrounded by 
hills and foreſts, through which are many — avenues. The 
entrance to this palace is over two painted wooden bridges, 
upon the foteſaid rivers, which join a little below the houſe. 
Here is adelightful garden; and, in a large ſquare paved with 
marble, a bronze ſtatue of Charles the Fifth, trampling upon 
hereſy, reprelenced by four arch-hereticks, 


ſoner, 
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ſoner, returned in a ſhort time to Madrid. In this 
manner the king finiſhed his campaign, leaving to 
the marquis de los Veles, general of his troops, the 
care of ſupporting the honour of the Spanith 
arms. : 


CHAP IX. 


Of the revolution of Portugal, and the diſgrace of thy 
count = duke. 


FE W days after the king's return, a very diſa- 
grecable piece of intelligence ſpread all over 
Madrid. It was reported that the Portugueſe, 
looking upon the revolt of the Catalonians as a fair 
opportunity preſented to them by Fortune, for 
ſhaking off the Spaniſh yoke, had taken up arms, 
and choſen the duke of Braganza for their king; 
that they were reſolved to eſtabliſh him on the 
throne, and were confident of ſucceſs ; Spain hav- 
ing, at that time, enemies in Germany, Italy, Flan- 
ders, and Catalonia: indeed, they could not have 
found a more favourable conjuncture, for freeing 
themſelves from a dominion which they deteſted “. 
What is very remarkable, is, that the count- 
duke, while the court and city appeared to be ſtruck 
with conſternation at the news, wanted to joke with 
the king at the expence of the duke of Braganza : 
but Philip, far from being pleaſed with his raillery, 
aſſumed a very ſerious air, which diſconcerted him, 


* This revolution, which happened in 1640, was conducted 
with ſuch aſtoniſhing ſecrecy (though the deſign was known to 
upwards of 200 — a Whole year before), that the duke 
of Braganza was declared king, and the Spaniſh yoke ſhook off 
in one day, through all the Portugueſe — in Europe, 
Aſia, Africa, and America. 


and 
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and gave him a glimpſe of his diſgrace: he no 


longer doubted his own fall, when he was informed 
the queen had openly declared herſelf againſt him, 
and loudly accuſed him of having, by his bad ad- 
miniſtration, occaſioned the revolt of Portugal, 
Moſt of the grandees, eſpecially thoſe who had 
been at Saragoſſa, no ſooner perceived that a tem- 
peſt was gathering over the head of the count-duke, 
than they joined the queen; and what gave the 
laſt wound to his power, was the arrival of the du- 
cheſs dowager of Mantua, formerly governeſs of 
Portugal. This lady, on her return from Liſbon 
to Madrid, plainly demonſtrated to the king, that 
the revolution of that kingdom happened through 
the fault of the prinie miniſter, 

The declaration of tliis princeſs made a great im- 
preſſion on the king's mind, who, being at length 
rouſed from his infatuation tor his favourite, diveſt- 
ed himtclt ot all the affection which he had enter- 
tained for him When the miniſter was informed 
that the king hearkened to his enemies, he wrote a 
letter to him, requeſting leave to reſign his employ- 
ment, and remove from court, ſince people were 
ſo unjuſt as to impute to him all the misfortunes 
which had happened to the kingdom, in the courſe 
of his adminiſtration. He imagined this letter 
would have had a great effect, and that the prince 
{till preſerved ſo much friendſhip for him, as not to 
conſent to his retiring ; but all the anſwer which 
his majeſty returned, was the permiſſion that he de- 
fired, with leave to retire whicherſoever he thouglit 
proper. 

Theſe words, written by the king himſelf, were a 
thunder- bolt to his grace, who little expected ſuch 
a reply; but, though he was very much confound- 
ed, he affected an air of conſtancy, and aſked what 
I would do, were I in his place? © I would ſoon 


take my reſolution, ſaid I; I would — 
| the 
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the court, and paſs the remainder of my days in 
va _—_ at ſome one of my eſtates in the country,” 
That is excellent advice, replied my maſter, and 
*] am reſolved to finiſh my carcer at Loeches, af- 
& ter I ſhall have once more converſed with his ma- 
e jeſty : for I ſhould wiſh to demonſtrate to him, 
* that I have done all that human prudence could 
* fugceſt, to ſuſtain the weighty burden with which 
] was loaded; and that it was impoſſible for me 
to prevent the melancholy events which are 
charged to my account; being no more blameable 
* than a ſkiltul pilot, who, in ſpite of all he can do, 
« beholds his veſſel toſſed about by the winds and 
« waves.” The miniſter ſtill flattered himſelf, that, 
by ſpeaking to the prince, he might adjuſt every 
thing and regain the ground which he had loſt ; but 
he never could obtain an audience; and belides, a 
perſon was ſent to him to demand the key of the 
door, by which he uſed to enter, when he pleaſed, 
into his majeſty's apartment. 

Concluding, from this circumſtance, that there 
were no farther hopes for him. he reſolutely deter- 
mined to retire, He examined his papers, a great 

uantity of which he very prudently committed to 
the flames; then, naming the officers of his houſe- 
hold, and valets whom he intended ſhould follow 
him, he gave orders tor his departure, which was 
fixed for the next day. Being apprehenſive that he 
ſhould be inſulted by the populace, in coming out 
of the palace, he ſlipt away early in the morning 
by the kitchen door, and petting into a wretched 
coach with his confeſſor and me, ſafely proceeded 
for | oeches, a village belonging to him, where his 
lady had built a magnificent convent of nuns of the 
order of St. Dominic. We arrived there in leis 
than four hours, and all his grace's attendants arrived 


ſoon after. 
CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 


The anxiety and cares which at fir/l diflurbed the repoſe of the 
count-dak, and the happy trangull 'y that he afterwards experi- 
enced, How the min!jter en ed / am, ui relredt. 


ADAM d'Olivarez, after her huſband 
had retired to Locches, remained a few 
days at court, in order to try, if by her tcars and 
intreaties ſhe could not effect his being recalled : 
but in vain did ſhe proſtrate herſelf before their ma- 
jeſties; the king paid no attention to her remon- 
ſtrances, though artfully prepared; and the queen, 
who deteſted her, beheld her tcars with pleaſure. 
The miniſter's wife was not however repulled : ſhe 
humbled herlelf to far as to implore the good offices 
of the queen's ladies; but the only fruit which ſhe 
gathered from her meanneſs, was to perceive that it 
excited contempt rather than compaſſion. Cha- 
grined at having taken ſuch humiliating ſteps to no 
purpoſe, ſhe went to her huſband, to grieve with 
him for the loſs of a place, which, under a reign 
like that of Philip the Fourth, was perhaps the firſt 
of the monarchy. 

This lady's report of the condition in which ſhe 
left Madrid, added to the affliction of the count- 
duke: „ Your enemies, ſaid ſhe weeping, the duke 
« of Medina Celi, and the other grandees who diſ- 
like you, inceſſantly praiſe the king for having 
« deprived you of the miniſtry ; and the people, 
« in general, celebrate your diſgrace with an inſo- 
« lence of joy, as it the national misfortunes were 
to end with your adminiſtration.” “ Ma- 
dam, ſaid my maſter to her, follow my example, 
and ſuppreſs your forrow., we mult yield to the 

Vol. II. 3 M tempeſt 
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agitation, which was daily increaſed by the dif. 
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* tempeſt which we cannot divert. Indeed, I ima- 
* gined that 1 could have perpetuated my favour, 
* even to the end of my life; the illuſion of all mi- 
e niſters and favourites, who forget that their fate 
* deper ds upon their ſovereign: has not the duke 
* of Lerma been miſtaken as well as myſelf, 
though he imagined that the purple, with which he 
* was inveſted, was the ſure guarantee of the eternal 
duration of his authority?“ | 

The count duke thus exhorted his ſpouſe to arm 
herſelf with patience ; while he himſelf was in great 


atches which he received rom Don Henry, who, 
. remained at court, to make obſervations, took 
care to inform him exactly of every thing that happen- 
ed: it was Scipio who brought the letters from that 
young nobleman, whom he ſtill ſerved, having 
quitted him on his marriage with Donna Juana. The 
diſpatches of this adopted ſon were always filled with 
unwelcome news, and unhappily, no others were 
expected from him. Sometimes he wrote, that the 
grandees, not ſatisfied with rejoicing publicly at 
the retreat of the count-duke, were again united to 
turn all his creatures from the poſts and employ- 
ments which they poſſeſſed, to replace them with 
his enemies; another time he oblerved, that Don 
Lewis de Haro began to come into favour, and 
would probably be made prime-miniſter, Of all 
the diſagreeable intelligence which my maſter re- 
ceived, that which ſeemed moſt to affect him, was 
the change made in the viceroyalty of Naples, which 
the court, purely to mortity him, took from the 
duke of Medina de las Torres, whom he eſteemed, 
and gave it to the admiral of Caſtile, whom he had 
always deteſted. | | 
| may venture to affirm, that, for three months, 
his grace experienced nothing in his ſolitude but 
trouble and uncaſineſs; but his confeſſor, who 
2 Was 
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was a Dominican friar, and, with the moſt ſolid 
piety, poſſeſſed a manly eloquence, had the addreſs 
to conlole him. By repreſenting with energy, that 
he ought to bend his thoughts entirely to his own 
ſalvation, he had, with the help of grace, tlie good 
fortune to detach his mind from the court. His 
excellency would no longer hearken to any news 
from Madrid, his whole care being now engroſſed 
in preparing for his latter end. Madam d'Olivarez 
alſo, making a good uſe of her retreat, met with a 
conſolation prepared by providence, in the convent 
which ſhe had founded; among the nuns there were 
ſome holy maidens, whole converſation, full of 
balm, inſenſibly [weetened the bitterneſs of her life: 
in proportion as my maſter withdrew his thoughts 
from worldly affairs, he became more and more 
tranquil, and regulated the day in the following 
manner. He ſpent almoſt the whole morning in 
hearing mals in the church of che convent, then he 
returned to dinner ; after which he amuled himſelf 
about two hours in playing at all forts of games,with 
me and ſome other of his molt affectionate domeſtics; 
then he uſually retired by himſelf into his cloler, 
where he remained till ſunſet; at which time he 
took a turn in his garden, or an airing in his coach, 
in the neighbourhood of his cattle, accompanied 
ſometim+s by his confeſſor, and ſometimes by me. 
One day when I was alone with him, and admt- 
ring the ſerenity of his countenance, I took the liber- 
ty to ſay, My lord, ſuffer me to exprels my joy: 
from the air of ſatisfaction in your looks, I am led 
to conclude that your excellency begins to be re- 
conciled to retirement.” * ] am already perfectly 
familiarized to it, replied he, and though i have beena 
long time accuttomed to buſineis, | protelt to thee, 
chud, that I am every day more and more ſatisficd 
with the quict and peaceable lite which I lead in 
this retreat.” 
3 M 2 CHAP. 
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The count-Auke ſuddenly becemes melancho'y and thoughtful : the 
Surpriſing cauje of his melancholy, with its fatal conſequence, 


IS grace, 1n order to vary his occupations, 
ſometimes amuſed himſelf in cultivating his 
garden. One day, while I beheld him at work, he 
Raid to me in a jocular ſtrain, “ Santillane, thou ſeeſt 
<« a miniſter baniſhed from court, and become gar- 
e dener at Loeches.” * My lord, anſwered I in 
e the ſame tone, methinks I ſee Dionyſius of Syra- 
t cuſe, ſchool-maſter at Corinth.” My maſter ſmi- 
led at my reply, and was not diſpleaſed at the com- 
pariſon. | 

All the people in the houſe were rejoiced to ſee 
their maſter ſuperior to his diſgrace, charmed with 
a life ſo different from that which he had been ac- 
cuſtomed to; when we perceived with ſorrow, that 
he viſibly changed : he became gloomy, thoughttul, 
and ſunk into a kind of deſpair, He ceaſed play- 
ing with us, and no longer ſeemed ſenſible of any 
thing that we could invent for his diverſion; bur 
locked himſelf up, after dinner, in his cloſer, where 
he remained alone till night : we thought his unea- 
ſmeſs had been occaſioned by the returning ideas of 
his paſt greatneſs, and, in that opinion, left with him 
the Dominican friar, whole eJoquence, however, could 
not triumph over his grace's melancholy, which, in- 
ſtead of diminiſhing, ſeemed daily to increaſe. 

It occurred to me, that perhaps the penſiveneſs 
of this miniſter might have ſome particular caule, 
which he was unwilling to diſcloſe; and on this 
conjecture | formed the deſign of drawing the ſe- 
cret from him : for this purpoſe, I ſought an op- 
portunity of ſpeaking to him in private, and 2 

oun 
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found it:“ My lord,” ſaid I, with an air of reſpect 
mingled with affection, & may Gil Blas be fo bold 
« as to propoſe one queſtion to his maſter?” & Speak, 
< replied he, I give thee leave.” “ What, ſaid I, is 
« become of that ſatisfaction which appeared in 
« your excellency's countenance ? Have you no 
« Jonger that aſcendancy, which you once had 
gained over Fortune? or, does your loſt favour 
« excite new regret within you? Would you again 
« be plunged into that abyſs of trouble, from which 
« your virtue hath extricated you?“ | 

« No, thank heaven, reſumed the miniſter, my 
« memory is no longer engroſſed by the part which 
« I pertormed at court; I have entirely forgot the. 
« honours which J there enjoyed.” Why then, 
« ſaid I, fince you have fortitude enough to baniſh 
« theſe things from your remembrance, are you fo , 
weak as to abandon yourſelf to a melancholy 
* which alarms us all? Why are you thus uneaſy, 
« my dear maſter, added I, (throwing myſelf at his 
feet) you have, doubtleſs, ſome {ſecret ſorrow 
« that conſumes you: will you conceal it from your 
« Santillane, whoſe zeal, fidelity, and diſcretion you 
are no ſtranger to? By what misfortune have 1 
e loſt your confidence?“ 

* Thou haſt it ſtill, replied he: but I confeſs 
& to thee, that I have a reluctance to reveal the 
e cauſe of that ſadneſs with which thou ſeeſt me 
« overwhelmed : but I cannot reſiſt the intreaties 
e of ſuch a ſervant and ſuch a friend as thou art. 
* Know then, the cauſe of my diſquiet is a ſecret 
that I could impart to none but Santillane. Yes, 
© continued he, I am a prey to the moſt dreadtul 
* melancholy, which gradually conſumes my days. 
* Almolt every moment I tee a ſpectre, which pre- 
« ſents itſelf before me in the molt terrible ſhape. 
In vain have I faid to myſelf, that it is no more 

\ 4 than 
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« than an illuſion, an unſubſtantial phantom of my 
e brain: the continual apparition attracts my view, 
« and diſturbs my repoſe. Though my under. 
« ſtanding is ſtrong enough to perſuade me that this 
« ſpectre is in reality nothing, J am notwithſtanding 
& weak enough to be ſhocked at the viſion. This, 
&« added he, is what thou haſt obliged me to dil- 
« cloſe, and thou mayeſt judge whether I am to 
« blame, 1n concealing from the world the cauſe of 
« my melancholy.” 

I was equally grieved and aſtoniſhed to hear ſuch 
an extraordinary declaration, which was a ſtrong 
indication that the machine muſt be diſordered. 
« My lord, ſaid J, is not this occaſioned by too lit. 
« tle nouriſhment ? for your abſtinence is exceſſive.” 
« ] at firſt thought ſo, anſwered he, and, to try if 
<« jt was really owing to my diet, | have, for ſome 
« days paſt, eaten more than uſual, but without 
<« any effect; the phantom ſtill appears.” It will 
certainly diſappear, ſaid I, in order to conſole 
« him : and if your excellency would relax your- 
« ſelf a little, by playing again with your faithful 
« ſervants, I believe you would preſently find your- 
« ſelf relieved from theſe gloomy vapours.” 

In a ſhort time after this converſation, his grace 
fell ſick, and, finding the affair grow ſerious, ſent 
to Madrid for two notaries to make his will; he 
ſent alſo for three famous phyſicians, who had 
the reputation of having ſometimes cured their 
patients. As ſoon as the arrival of the phyſicians 
was reported 1n the caſtle, nothing was heard but 

roans and lamentations: the ſervants looked upon 
the death of their maſter as almoſt arrived ; fo much 
were they prejudiced againſt theſe gentlemen, who 
had brought with them an apothecary and ſurgeon, 
the uſual executianers of their preſcriptions. "They 
firſt permitted the notaries to do their buſineſs ; af- 


ter which, they prepared to do their own. Being of 
Dr. 


E” „fee, 0 oath. . 
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Dr. Sangrado's principles, in their very firſt con- 
ſultation, they ordered repeated bleedings ; ſo that, 
in ſix days, they reduced the — to extre- 
mity, and, on the ſeventh, delivered him entirely from 
his apparition “. 
Upon the death of this miniſter, a deep and un- 
feigned ſorrow reigned in the caſtle of Loeches : all 
his domeſtics wept bitterly ; ſo far fiom conſoling 
themſelves for his loſs with the certainty of being 
taken notice of in his will, there was not one amon 
them who would not have renounced his legacy, to 
reſtore him to life. As for me, who had been 
eſteemed by him, and whole attachment flowed from 
pure perſonal affection, I was more afflicted than 
any of them; and know not whether I ſhed more 
tears for Antonia than for the count-duke. 


CHF 200 


What happened at the caftle of Loches, after the death of the 
count-duke ; aud the departure of Santillanc. 


HE miniſter, agreeable to his own direction, 

was buried without noiſe or pomp, in the 
convent of nuns, by the found of our lamentations. 
After the funeral, Madam d'Olivarez ordered the 
will to be read, with which all the domeſtics had 
reaſon to be ſatisfied. Every one had a legacy pro- 
portioned to his ſtation; and the leaſt was two 
thouſand crowns; mine was the moſt conſiderable 
of the whole ; his grace having bequeathed to me 


»The count-duke died on the 12th of July, in the year 1645, 
not at Loeches, but at Toro, in New-Caſtile; his death (ac- 
cording to report) having been haſtened by his relations, who 
ſeeing him become every day more odious to the people, even 
in ſpite of his retreat, were afraid of his ſuffering ſome new ig- 
nominy to the further diſgrace of his family. 


ten 
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ten thouſand piſtoles, as a proof oſ his particular 
affection. He did not forget the hoſpitals, and 
founded annual ſervices in ſeveral convents. 

Madam d'Olivarez ſent all the domeſtics to Ma- 
drid, to receive their legacies from the ſteward Don 
Raymond Caporis, who had received orders to 
pay them ; but | was not able to accompany them, 
being detained at the caſtle ſeven or eight days by 
a high fever, which was the conſequence of my 
immoderate grief. In this ſituation, I was not 
abandoned by the Dominican friar : that reverend 
father had conceived an affection for me; and inte- 
reſting himſelf in my ſalvation, aſked, when he ſaw 
me in a fair way of recovery, what I intended to 
do. I know not, holy father, anſwered I: I have 
e not yet determined with myſelf on that ſcore ; 
« ſometimes I am tempted to ſhut myſelf up in a 
* cell, and do penance.” * Thoſe are precious mo- 
e ments, cried the Dominican: Signior de Santil- 
“lane, you will do well to profit by them. I ad- 
* viſe you as a friend, without ceaſing to be a lay- 
« man, to retire, for example, into our convent at 
Madrid; to make yourſelf a benefactor to it, by 
& a donation of all your money, and dic there under 
the habit of St. Dominic. A great many peo- 
ple expiate a worldly life, in the manner I recom- 
« mend to you.” 

At that time I was in ſuch a diſpoſition of mind, 
that I began to reliſh the advice, and told his reve- 
rence, that I would conſider of it. But, having 
conſulted Scipio upon the ſubject, whom I ſaw im- 
mediately after the monk, he inveighed againſt that 
reſolution, which ſeemed to him the whim of a ſick 

rſon. © Pſhaw ! Signior de Santillane, ſaid he, 
* can you be pleaſed with ſuch a retreat? will not 
« your houſe at Lirias afford one much more agree- 
« able? If you was ſome years ago delighted with 
« jt, you will now have a much better reliſh for the 
| e ſweets 
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« ſweets of it, being of an age much better calcu- 
« Jated for taſting the beauties of nature.” 

The ſon of Coſcolina had no great difficulty in 
making me alter my opinion. © My friend, faid J. 
thou haſt prevailed over the Dominican. I ſee it 
vill be better for me to return to my caſtle, and 
« I fix my reſolution accordingly : we will repair 
« to Lirias, as ſoon as I ſhall be in a condition to 
travel. This, indeed, happened ſoon after; for 
the fever having left me, in a little time I found 
myſelf ſtrong enough to put my deſign in execu- 
tion. Scipio and I went firſt to Madrid, but the 
light of that city no longer gave me that pleaſure 
which I had formerly felt there: as I knew thar 
moſt of its inhabitants abhorred the memory of a 
miniſter, of whom I preſerved the moſt tender re- 
membrance, I could not behold it without con- 
cern : I therefore remained in it only five or fix 
days, which Scipio employed in making prepara- 
tions for our departure for Lirias. While he was 
buſy in preparing our equipage, | went to Caporis, 
who gave me my legacy in doubloons : I likewiſe 
viſited the receivers of the commanderies on whom 
[ had penſions; I took meaſures with them for the 
payment; and, in a word, put all my affairs in 
order. 

The evening before our departure, I aſked the 
lon of Coſcolina, if he had taken leave of Don Hen- 
ry. * Yes, anſwered he, we this morning parted 
upon friendly terms: he aſſured me that he was 
< ſorry for my leaving him; but if he was pleaſed 
with me, I was not ſo with him: it is not ſuffici- 
« ent that the valet pleaſes the maſter, the maſter 
« ought alſo to pleaſe the valet z otherwiſe they are 
not upon proper terms. Beſides, added he, Don 
Henry makes but a pitiſul figure at court, where 
he is ſunk into the loweit contempt. He is even 
e pointed at in the ſtreets, and every body calls 
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« him the ſon of the Genoeſe. Judge, therefore, 
ce if it can be agreeable to a lad of honour, to ſcrve 
* 4 man in ſuch diſgrace.” 

We ſet out from Madrid early one morning, and 
took the road to Cuenca, in the following order 
and equipage : my confident and I were mounte(] 
in a chaiile drawn by two mutes, conducted by a 
poſtillion: three moyles loaded with our baggage 
and money, and led by two grooms, followed clot: 
after; and two luſty lacqueys, choſen by Scipio, 
mounted on mules, and completely armed, brought: 
up the rear; the grooms had ſabres by their lides, 
and the poſtillion had two good piſtols at his ſaddle- 
bow. As we were in all ſeven men, fix of whom 
were very reſolute, I travelled merrily, without any 
apprehenſion of loſing my legacy. Our moyles 
proudly founding their bells, in the villages through 


© . 
which we paſſed, the peaſants ran to their doors, 


in order to {ee the march of our equipage, which 


they imagined belonged to ſome grandee going to 
take poſſeſſion of a vice-royalty. 


rr. 


Gil Blas returns to his caſile, where he ts rejorced ts find Seraphinn, 
his ged-daughter, marriageable : he becomes enamoured with 


a lady, a 


WAS fifteen days on the road to Linas, being 
under no neceſſity of travelling faſt: all that 1 
deſired was to arrive there in ſafety; and my with 
was accompliſhed. The ſight of my ca'lle at firſt in- 
ſpired me with ſome melancholy reflections, in recal- 
ling the memory of Antonia: but I preſently baniſh- 
ed chem, by entertaining my fancy with more pleatan: 
ideas : and this was the more practicable, as twenty 
: years, 


6 463 


years, which were elapſed ſince her death, had greatly 
weakened the force of my ſorrow. 

As ſoon as I entered the caſtle, Beatrice and her 
daughter came with great eagerneſs to ſalute me: 
then the father, mother, and child hugged each other 
with tranſports of joy which char med me. After 
their mutual embraces, I looked at my god-daugh : 
ter attentively, ſaying : Can this be that Seraphi- 
na whom I left in the cradle, when J departed 
« from Lirias! I am rejoiced to ſce ber again, fo 
&« tall and fo handſome, we muſt have her ſettled for 
« life.” How] my dear god-father,” cricd ſhe, 
bluſhing at my laſt words, © you have ſcen me but 
for a moment, and you already talk of getting rid 
e of me !” ++ No, my child, anſwered I, we do not in- 
e tend to loſe you by marriage: we muſt have a 
* huſband, who will poſſeſs you, without robbing 
your parents of your company, and, in ſome de- 
* pree, live all together.“ 

Sucha huſband now offers himſelf, ſaie Beatrice: 
* a gentleman of this country, having ſcen Scraphi- 
ena one day at maſs, in the village- chapel, fell in 
“ love with her. He has viſited me, declared his 

aſſion, and aſked my content.” © It you had 
ce it, ſaid I] to him, it would be of very little ſervi: C4 
« Seraphina depends upon her father and god- Ta- 
* ther, who alone can diſpoſc of her. All that [ 
can do for you, is to inform them by a letter of 
your intention, which I conteis does honour to 
* my daughter. Really, gentlemen, added ſhe, I 
* was going to write to you concerning it imme- 
* diately : but ſince you are returned, you ſhall act 


ein it as you think proper.” 
« But, ſaid Scipio, what character has this Hi. 


* dalgo? * is he ike molt of your petty gentry, 


1 Hidalgo, literally the ſon of ſomebody, an appei/»tion gi- 
ven to a country-gentleman in Spain. 


3N 2 * proud 
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proud of his family, and inſolent to plebeians?* 
„Not in th: leaſt, replied Beatrice; he is a ſweet 

tempered youth, extremely polite, is a gentecl 
"2 „ figure, and is not yet quite thirty,” © You draw 

an agreeable picture of that cavalier, ſaid I to 
** Beatrice : prithee what is his name?“ „“ Don 
Juan de Jutella, anſwered Scipio's wife: he has 
but lately ſucceeded to his father's eſtate, and 
8 „ lives in a caſtle about a league from hence with 

* a younger ſiſter, who is under his care.” * I have 
„formerly, ſaid I, heard of this gentleman's fami- 
1 _ ly, which is one of the moſt noble in the kingdom 

of Valencia.“ * eſteem his nobility, cried Sci- 

pio, leſs than the qualities of his heart and un- 

* derftanding | and this Don Juan will be a pro- 

r perſon, provided he be a man of honour.” 
He has the reputation of being ſuch, ſaid Sera- 

* phina the inhabitants of Lirias, who know him, 
<* ſpeak highly of him.” At theſe words of my 
god-daughter, I ſmiled to her father; who, having 
likewiſe obſerved them, concluded that his daugh- 
ter was not diſpleaſed with her ſuitor. 

This cavalier ſoon heard of our arrival at Lirias 
for in rwo days after he appeared at our caſtle. He 
ſaluted us gracetully : and, tar from contradicting 
by his preſence, what Beatrice had ſaid to his advan- 
tage, his behaviour gave us a very high opinion of 
his merit. He roid us, that, as our neighbour, he 
had come to congratulate us upon our happy return. 
We received him with ali the courtely in our 
power; but this viſit, which was made out of pure 
civility, paſſed in mutual compliments: and Don 
Juan, without having mentioned a ſyllable of his 
paſſion for Seraphina, retired, only deſiring our 
permiſſion to profit by a neigh bourhood, which he 
forelaw would be very aorecable to him. When he 
was gone, Beatrice deliring our opinions of the gen- 


tleman, we antwered that he had prepoſſeſſed us in 
his 
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his favour; and that, apparently, Fortune could 
not offer a better match for Seraphina. 

The next day 1 went out after dinner, with Coſ- 
colina's ſon, to return the viſit to Don Juan. We 
took the road to his caſtle, conducted by a guide, 
who, (after we had walked about three quarters of an 
hour) faid, * There is the caſtle of Don Juan de 
« Jutella.“ In vain did we look all around the 
country; it was a long time before we could per- 
ceive it: nay, we did not diſcover it till we arri- 
ved at it; for it was ſituated at the foot of a 
mountain, in the middle of a wood, whole lofty 
trees concealed it from the view. The houſe deno- 
ted the nobility, more than the opulence of its maſ- 
ter; however, when we entered, we found the ruin- 
ous ſtate of the building compenſated by the rich- 
neſs of the furniture. 

Don Juan received us in a very elegant hall, 
where he introduced us to a lady, whom he called 
his ſiſter Dorothea, and who ſeemed to be about 
the age of nineteen or twenty. She was full dreſſed, 
becauſe, having expected our viſit, ſhe was deſirous 
of appearing as amiable as the could : and preſent- 
ing herſelf to my view, 1n all her charms, ſhe made 
the ſame impreſſion that Antonia had made upon 
my heart; that is, I was diſconcerted : but con- 
cealed my diſorder ſo judiciouſlv, that Scipio him- 
ſelt did not obſerve it. Our converſation, like that 
of the preceding day, turned upon the mutual plea- 
ſure we ſhould enjoy in viſiting each other, and liv- 
ing together upon neighbourly terms. He did not 
yet ſpeak to us of Seraphina, and we gave him no 
encouragement to declare his paſſion, reſolving that 
it ſhould firſt come from himſelf. During the 
converſation. I frequently viewed Dorothea, though 
I affected to look at her as little as poſſible : and 
whenever our eyes met, ſhe darted freſh arrows into 
my foul. 1 muſt ſay, however, for the ſake of _ 

mat 
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that this beloved object was not a perfect beau- 


ty: for, though her ſkin was of a lily white- 
nels, and her lips of the complexion of the roſe, 
her noſe was rather too long, and her eyes too 
little. Nevertheleſs her whole Foure perfectly en- 
chanted me. 

In ſhort, I did not leave the cattie of Jutella as I 
had entered it, and, on my return to Lirias, my 
mind was fo wholly polig ed by Dorothea, that [ 
{aw nothing but her, an ſhe was the ſole ſubject of 
my converſation. © [How maſter ! ſaid Scipio, 
* (looking at me key an air of aſtoniſnment) you 
« talk greatly of Don Juan's ſiſter. Hath ſhe made 
* a'conqueſt of your heart?” “ Yes, my friend, 
* anſwered I, and I bluſh at my own weakneſs. O 
cc heavens ! muſt I, who, ſince the death of Anto- 


„ nia, have beheld a thouſand beauties with inait- 


* ference, meet with one, at my age, who, in * a 
all my endeavours, captivates me!“ „ Well, 
<« replied Coſcolina's fon, you ought tb rejoice, in. 
* ſtead of complaining, at the adventure: there is 
nothing ridiculous in a man of your age being in 
love; and time hath not as yet fo furrowed your 
e brow, as to deprive you of the hope of pleaſing. 
a adviſed by me, and wien next you lee Don 
Juan, boldiy demand his ſiſter in marriage; he 
* cannot refute her to ſuch a man as you: and be- 
« ſides, if it is abſolutely neceſſary that Dorothea's 
« huſband ſhould be a gentleman, are not you one ? 
Adu have letters of nobility, and that is enough 
“for your poſterity, when Time ſhall have ſhroud- 
ed theſe letters with that thick veil which covers 
the origin of all great families: after four or five 
& gener ations, the race of Santillane will be molt il- 
« Juitrious,” 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Or the double marriage which zvas celebrated at Lirias, which 
concludes the hiſtogy F Gil Blas de Samtiilune. 


CIPIO, by this converlation, encouraged me to 
x} declare myſelf the lover of Dorothea, wiclout 
conſidering that he expoſed me to the riſk of a re- 
fuſal: I could not, however, relolve upon it wich- 
out trembling : for, though I appeared younger 
than 1 was, and could have ſuppreſſed ten good 
years at leaſt of my age, I could not help thinking! 
had too much reaſon to doubt of my pleaſing a young 
beauty. I reſolved however to hazard che queſtion, 
as ſoon as I ſhould lee her brother, who, on his 
part, being uncertain of obtaining my god-daughter, 
was not free from anxiety. 

He returned to my houſe the next morning, juſt 
as I had done drefling ; “ Signior de Santillanc, ſaid 
he, I viſit you to day, to talk with you about a ſe- 
e rious affair.” I conducted him into my cloſet, 
where, coming to the point at once, “I believe, 
* ſaid he, that you are not ignorant of my buſineſs. 
<« I love Seraphina; and as you have great influence 
* on her father, pray render him favourable to me; 

* procure for me the object of my paſſion, and ler 
e me be indebted to you for the happinels of my 
« lite,” „ Signior Don Juan, replied 1, ſince you 
proceed to the bulinels at once, give me leave to 
* tollow your example; and, after having pro- 
* miſled you my good offices with the father ot my 
* god-daughter, to demand your intereſt with your 
£ filter in my behalt.“ 

At theſe words Don Juan expreſſed an agreeable 
{urprize, from which 1 drew a favourable ow en. 
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« Is it poſſible, ſaid he, that Dorothea made a con- 
« queſt of your heart yeſterday ?” © I am indeed, 
« charmed with her ! ſaid I, and ſhall think myſelf 
« the happieſt of mankind, if my propoſal is agree- 
« able to you both.” Of that you may be aſſu- 
« red, replied he: noble as we are, we will not dif. 
« qdain your alliance.” „] am pleaſed, replied I, 
« thatyou make no difficulty in receiving a plebeian 
ce for your brother-in-law : I eſteem you the more 
« on that account, as, by that means, you ſhew your 
good underſtanding : but were you even fo vain, 
« as to reſuſe your ſiſter's hand to any one but a 
« oentleman, know, that | could gratify your pride; 
« ] have laboured twenty years in the offices of the 
<« ſtate; and the king, to recompence my ſervices, 
<« has gratified me with letters of nobility, which 
<« you ſhall fee.” I then took my patent out of the 
drawer where it lay concealed, and preſented it to 
the gentleman, who read it attentively from the be- 
ginning to the end with infinite ſatis faction. This 
<« js excellent! ſaid he, reſtoring the papers: Do- 
«< rothea is your's.“ ** And you, replied I, may 
« depend upon Seraphina.” rk. 

Theſe two marriages were thus reſolved upon; 
all that remained, was to know, it the brides would 
willingly conſent, for Don Juan and I, being equal- 
ly delicate, did not mean to force their inclinations. 
That gentleman, therefore, returned to his caſtle of 
Jutella, to propoſe me to his ſiſter; and I aſ- 
ſembled Scipio, Beatrice, and their daughter, to 
communicate what had paſſed between me and that 
cavalier, Beatrice was for accepting him without 
heſitation ; and Seraphina, by her ſilence, ſhewed 
that ſhe was of the ſame opinion. As to the father, 
he was not indeed averſe to the match; but expreſſed 
ſome unealineſs about the dowry, which, he ſaid, 


mult be given to a gentleman, whole caltle required 
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immediate. repairs. I ſtopt the mouth of Scipio» 
by telling him, that affair concerned me, and that 
I would make a preſent to my god-daughter of four 
thouſand piſtoles for her portion. 

Don Juan returning the ſame evening, © Your 

« affairs, ſaid I to him, ſucceed to a miracle: I 
« wiſh mine may not be in a » orſe condition.“ 
They are allo on an excellent footing, replied he; 
“ I had no occaſion to exerciſe authority to obtain 
& Dorothea's conſent : ſhe is pleaſed with your perſon 
* and your behaviour. You was apprehenſive of 
“your being diſagreeable to her; and ſhe is more 
« reaſonably afraid, that, having nothing but her 
« heart and hand to offer“ What more can I 
« deſire, cried I, in a tranſport of joy: ſince the 
* charming Dorothea has no reluctance to unite her 
fate with mine, I aſk no more: I am rich enough 
*© to marry her without a portion, and the poſſeſſion 
* of her alone will crown all my wiſhes !” 

Don Juan and I, pleaſed with having brought 
matters happily ſo far, reſolved to haſten our nup- 
tials, by ſuppreſſing all ſuperfluous ceremonies, 1 
brought this gentleman and Seraphina's parents to- 
gether; and, after they had concluded upon the 
conditions of the marriage, he took his leave, 
promiling to return the next day with Dorothea. 
The deſire 1 had of appearing agrecable to that lady, 
made me employ at leaſt three good hours, in ad- 
juſting and adonizing myſelf; notwithſtanding which, 
I could not make mylelf pleaſed with my own perſon. 
It is indeed a pleaſure for a young, man to prepare 
himſelf for viſiting his miſtreſs : but to one who be- 
gins to be advanced in years, it is quite a fatigue. I 
was however more happy than 1 delerved to be. 

When I again ſaw Don Juan's ſiſter, ſhe regarded 
me with ſuch a favourable eye, that I imagined my- 
lelf ſtill good for ſomething. I had a long conver- 
ſation with her; I was charmed with her diſpoſition; 
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and concluded, that, with delicate behaviour, and 
a great deal of attention, I ſhould become a beloved 
ſpouſe. Elevated with this agreeable hope, | ſenr 
to Valencia for two notaries, who drew up the con- 
tract of marriage; then we had recourſe to the 
curate of Paterna, who came to Lirias, and mar- 
ried Don Juan and me to our charming miſtreſſes. 

Thus did I light the torch of Hymen a ſecond 
time, and had no cauſe to repent my conduct, 
Dorothea, like a virtuous wife, made a pleaſure 
of her duty; and, fenſible of my care to antici- 
pate her deſires, ſoon attached herſelf to me, as 
much as if I had been a young fellow. On the 
other hand, Don Juan and my god- daughter 
were inflamed with mutual ardour; and, what is 
very ſingular, the two ſiſters-in-law conceived the 
moſt affectionate friendſhip for each other. For 
my part, I found ſo many excellent qualities in 
my brother-in-law, that I experienced a real af- 
fectlion for him; which he did not repay with in- 

ratitude. In ſhort, the union among us was 
Reb, that in the evening, when we parted only till 
the next day, that ſeparation gave us all concern. 
Of the two families therefore we reſolved to make 
but one, which ſhould - reſide ſometimes at the 
caſtle of Lirias, and ſometimes at that of Jutella, 
which, for this purpoſe, received conſiderable 
reparations, by the help of his excellency's piſ- 
toles. 

For three years, gentle reader, I have led a de- 
licious life with people whom I ſo affectionately 
love; and, to crown my felicity, heaven has bleſſed 
me with two children, of whom I piouſly believe 
I am the father, and whoſe education ſhall become 
the amuſement of my old age. 
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